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IN  a  cotmcU  of  the  Gods,  Minenra  calls  their  attentioii  to  XJlyGhi, 
itiU  a  ^mderer.  Th^  refblve  to  grant  him  a  £ife  return  to 
Ithaca.  Minerva  defcends  to  encourage  Tekmachus,  and  in  the 
ferm  of  Mentes  direds  him  in  what  manner  to  proceed. 
Throughout  this  book  the  extravagance  and  profligacy  of  the. 
iuitors  are  occaHonally  fuggefted. 
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MUSE  make  the  man  thy  theme,  forlhrewdnefs  famed 
And  genius  verfatile,  who  far  and  wide 
A  Wand'rer,  after  Ilium  overthrown, 
Difcover'd  various  dties,  and  the  mind 
And  manners  leam'd  of  men  in  lands  remote.  5 

He  num'rous  woes,  on  Ocean  toft'd,  enduredy 
Anxious  to  fave  himfelf,  and  to  condua 
His  followers  to  their  home;  yet  all  his  care 
Preferved  them  not;  they  perifti'd  felf-deftroy'd 
By  their  own  fault ;  infatuate !  who  devoured  10 

The  oxen  of  the  all-o'erfeeing  Sun, 
And,  punifli'd  for  that  crime,  return'd  no  more. 
Daughter  divine  of  Jove*  tUefe  things  record. 
As  it  may  pleafe  thee,  even  in  our  ears. 

The  reft,  all  thofe  who  had  perdition  'fcaped  i  $ 

By  war  or  on  the  Deep,  dwelt  now  at  home  j 
Him  only,  of  his  country  and  his  wife 
Alike  defirous,  in  her  hollow  grots 
.  Calypfo,  Goddefs  beautiful;  detained 
Wooing  him-  to  her  arms.     But  when,  at  length,  so" 

(Many  a  long  year  elapfed)  the  year  arrived 
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Of  his  return  (by  the  decree  of  heav'n) 

To  Ithaca,' not  e\(en  then  haj  he,' 

Although  furrounded  by  his  people,  reach'd 

The  period  of  his' fuflfrings  and  his  toils.  45 

Yet  all  the  Gods,  with  pity  moved,  beheld 

His  woes,  fave  Neptune ;  He  .alone  with  wrath 

Unceafing  and  implacable  purfued 

■Gotllike-OiyBes  to  his  native,  fflloresi  '. 

But  Neptune, '  now,  the  jEthiopians  fought,  30 

(The  jEthiopians,  utmoft  of  mankind, 

Thefe  Eaftward  fitaate;  thofe  toward  the  'Weft) 

Gall'd  to  an  hecatofnb  of  bulls  and  lambs.  ' 

There  fitting,  pleas'd  he  banquetted ;  the  Gods 

In  Jove*s  abode,  meantime,  aflfembled  all,  35 

'Midft  whom  the  Sire  of  hea»'n  and  earth  began. 

For  he  recall'd  to  mind  iEgifthuS''flairi  •' 

"^By  Agamemnon's  celebrated,  fon  ^ 

Oreftes,  and  retracing  in  his  thought 

That  dread  eveijt,  the  Immortals  thus  addreisy.  40 

Alas  !  how  prone  ire  hnman-itirid.to  blame 
Tlie  Pow'rs  of  Heav'n  >  From  us,  they  fay,  proceed 
The  ills  which  they  endure,  yet  more  than  Fate 
Herfelf  infliifls,  by  their  own  crimes  incur. 
So  now  iEgifthus,  by  no  force  conftrained  45 

Of  Defliny,  Atrides'  wedded  wife 
Took  to  himfelf,  and  him  at  bis  return 
'  Slew,  not  unwarh'd  of  his  own  dreadful  end 
By  us ;  for  we  commanded  Hermes  down 
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The  watchful  Argicide,  who  bade  him  fear 

Alike,  to  flay  the  King,  or  woo  the  Queen. 

For  that  Atrides'  fon  Oreftes,  foon 

As  grown  mature,  and  eagertO;  aflume 

His  fway  imperial,  fliould  avenge  the  deed. 

So  Hermes  fpake,  but  his  advice  moved  not 

.£gifthus,  on  whofe  head  the  whole  arraur 

Of  vengeance  heap'd,  at  laft,  hath  therefore  fall'n. 

Whom  anfwer'd  then  Pallas  caerulean-eyed. 
Oh  Jove,  Saturnian  Sire,  o'er  all  fupreme ! 
And  well  he  merited  the  death  he  found ; 
So  perilh  all  who  (hall,  lite  him,  offend. 
But  with  a  bofom  angui(h-rent  I  view 
Ulyfles,  haplefs  Chief!  who  from  his  friends- 
Remote,  afflidlion  hath  long  time  endured 
In  yonder  wood-land  ifle,  the  central  bofs 
Of  Ocean.  That  retreat  a  Goddefs  holds. 
Daughter  of  fapient  Atlas,  who  the  abyfs 
Knows  to  its  bottom,  and  the  pillars  high 
Himfelf  upbears  which  feph-aleftarth  from  heav'n. 
His  daughter,  there,  the  forrowing  Chief  detains. 
And  ever  with  fmooth  fpeeeh  infidious  feeks 
To  wean  his  heart  from  Ithaca ;  meantime 
Ulyffes,  happy  might  he  but  behold 
The  fmoke  afcending  from  his  native  land, 
Death  covets.     Canft  thou  not,  Olympian  Jove  I 
At  laft  relent !  Hath  not  Ulyffes  oft 
With  viflims  flaiu  amid  Achaia's  fleet 
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Thee  gratified  while  yet  at  Troy  he  fought  ? 

How  hath  he  then  fo  deep  incen&d  thee,  Jove ! 

To  whom,  the  doud-aflembler  God  replied.  it>   ' 

What  word  hath  pafs'd  thy  lips.  Daughter  belov'd  \ 

Can  I  forget  Ulyflfes  ?  Him  forget 

^  tioUe,  who  in  wifdom  all  mankind 
-■■*■    ,•' 
■  Bxcdlff,  and  wWb  hath  facrificed  fo  oft 

To  us  whofa  dwelling  is  the  boundlefs  heav'n  ?  85 

Earth-circling  Neptune — He  it  is  whofe  wrath 

Purfues  him  ceafelefs  for  the  Cyclops'  fake 

Polypheme,  ftrongeft  of  the  giant  race, 

Whom-ofhis.aye  Ulyffes  ha*.Ai|fti«6d. 

•  For  Him,  Thoofa  bBi*,  Nyaaph  of  the  fea  90 

Fr^ro  Phorcys  fprung,  by  Ocean's  mighty  pow'r 

Impregnated  in  caverns  of  the  Deep. 

E'er  fince  that  day,  the  Shaker  of  the  Ihores, 

Although  he  flay  him  not,  yet  devious  drives 

Ulyffes  from  his  native  ifle  afar,  95 

Yet  come — in  full  aflembly  his  return 

Contrive  we  now,  both  means  and  profp'rous  end ; 

Sp  Neptune  fliall  *is  wrath  remit,  whofe  pow'r 

In  conteft  with  the  force  of  all  the  Gods 

Exerted  fingle,  can  but  flrive  in  vain.  100 

To  whom  Minerva,  Goddefs  azure-eyed. 

Oh  Jupiter !  above  all  Kings  enthroned ! 

If  the  Immortals  ever-bleft  ordain 

That  wife  Ulyffes  to  his  home  return, 

Difpatch  we  then  Hermes  the  Argicide,  105 
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Our  meffengtr,  heaat  to  Ogygi^s  ille. 

Who  flujl  inform  Galyp^  nymph  divine,        '  . 

Of  this  our  fixt'refolve,  that  to  his  home 

Ulyfles,  toil^uduring^bief,  repaii:.  - 

fSjftli  will  hence  to  Ithaca,  meantime, »  ^  H»       , 

His  fon  to  animate,  and  with' new  force  ,'■»»'' 

Infpire,  that  (the  Achaians  pll  contrened  i.>  ,'  ■       '  f'    ■ 

■In  council,)  he  mjy,  inftant,  bid  depart  ,     ..     •     . 

The  luitors  from  his  home,  who,  day  by  day,  '    ^  j 

His  num'rous  flocks  and  fatted  herds  confume.  iij  /   ;  "^ 

And  I  will  fend  him  thence  to  Sparta  forth,  •  -^ 

And  into  fandj  F^SIS,  there-  to  he?r       .„,  .         :" ' , : 

(If  hear  he  may)  fome  tidirtgs  of  his  Sire,  ►  "    ? 

And  to  procure  himfelf  3'glorious  name.  '  /    .  «     .. 

This  faid,  her  golden  fandals  to  her  feet  izo     '     ' 

She  bound,  ambrofial,  which  o'er  all  the  eaKh 
And  o'er  the  moift  flood  waft  her  fleet  as  air. 
Then,  feiziag  her  ftrong  fpear  pointed  with  brafs,. 
In  length  and  bulk,  and  weight  'a  matchlefa  beam. 
With  which  the  Jotr-born  Goddefs  levels  ranks  115 

Of  'Heroes,"  aganlt  whom  her  anger  burns. 
From  the  Olympian  fummit  down  (he  flew,. 
And  on  the  thre(hotd  of  Ulyfles'  hall 
In  Ithaca,  and  within  Ihs  veftibule- 

Apparent  flood ;  there,  grafping  her  bright  fpear,,        rjer. 
*  Mentes  (he  feem'd,  the  hofpitable  Chief  , 

*  We  ace  told  that  Homer  was  underobligations  to  Mentes,  who  had  frequenl^ 
give*  him  a  palTagc  in  liis  Ihip  to  diiFeient  countries  which  be  wiflied  to  fee,  for 
which  nalbn  be  has  here  immorulilcd  him..' 
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OfTaphos'ifle — flie  foiind  the  haughty  throng 

The  fuitors ;  they  before  the  palaqe  gate 

With  iv'ry  cubes  fported,  on  num'rous  hides  '  ■ 

Reclined  of  oxen  whkb  themfelves  had  flain.  1 3:5 

TBe  heralds  and  the  bufy  menials  there 

Minifter'd  to  them ;  ihefe  their  mantling  cups 

With  water  flaked ;  ■  with  bibulous  fponges  thofe 

Made  clean  the  tables,  fet  the  banquet  Qn>  •       " 

And  portion'd  out  to  each  his  plenteous  (hare.  140 

Long  ere  the  reft  Telemachus  himfelf 

Marked  her,  for,  fad  amid  them  all  he  fat, 

Pourtraying  in  deep  thought  contemplative 

His  noble  Sire,  »nd  qiieftioning  if  yet 

Perchance  the  Hero  might  return  to  chafe  145 

From  all  his  palace  that  imperious  herd, 

To  his  own  honour  lord  of  his  own<home. 

Amid  them  muiing  thus,  fudden  he  fiiw 

The  Goddefs,  and  fprang  forth,  for  he  abhorr'd 

To  fee  a  gueft's  admittance  long  delay'd;  150 

Approaching  eager,  her  right  hand  he  feized, 

The  brazen  fpear  took  from  her,  and  in  words 

With  welcome  wing'd  Minerva  thus  addrefs'd. 

Stranger,  all  hail!  to  Ihare  our  cordial  love 
Thoucom'ft;  the  banquet  finiih'd,  thou  flialt  next      155 
Inform  me  wherefore  thou  haft  here  arrived. 

So  faying,  toward  the  fpacious  hall  he  moved, 
Follow'd  by  Pallas,  and,  arriving  foon 
Beneath  the  lofty  roof,  placed  her  bright  fj^ear 

Within 
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Within  a  pillar's  cavityi  long  time  160 

The  armoury  where  many  a  fpear  had  ftood, 

Bright  weapons  of  his  own  illuftrious  Sire. 

Then,  leading  her  toward  a  footftool'd  throne 

Magnificent,  which  firft  he  overfpread 

With  linen,  there  he  feated  her,  apart  165 

Frona  that  rude  throng,  and  for  himfelf  difpofed 

A  throne  of  various  colours  at  her  fide. 

Left,  ftunn'd  with  clamour  of  the  lawlefs  band. 

The  new-arrived  (hould  loth  perchance  to  eat. 

And  that  more  free  he  might  the  ftranger's  ear  170 

With  queftions  of  his  abfent  Sire  addrefs. 

And  now  a  maiden  charg'd  with  golden  ewY, 

And  with  an  argent  laver,   pouring  firft 

Pure  water  on  their  hands,  fupplied  them,  next. 

With  a  relplendent  table,  which  the  chafte  175 

Diredlrefs  of  the  ftores  furnifti'd  with  bread 

And  dainties,  remnants  of  the  laft  regale. 

Then,  in  his  turn,  the  *  fewer  with  fav'ry  meats, 

Difti  after  difti,  ferved  them,  of  various  kinds, 

And  golden  cups  befide  the  chargers  placed,  i8o 

Which  the  attendant  herald  fill'd-  with  wine. 

Ere  long,  in  rufti'd  the  fuitors,  and  the  thrones 

And  couches  occupied,  on  all  whofe  hands 

The  heralds  pour'd  pure  water;  then  the  maids 

Attended  them  with  bread  in  balkets  heap'd,  185 

And  eager  they  aiTail'd  the  ready  feaft. 

*  Milton  ufe,  the  word—. 

'  Sewen  and  renefchals. 
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At  length,  when  neither  thirft  nor  hunger  more 

They  felt  unfatisfied,  to  new  delights 

Their  thoughts  they  turn'di  to  fong  and  fprightly  dance, 

Enlivening  fequel  of  the  banquet's  joys.  190 

An  herald,  then,  to  Pheouus'  hand  confign'd 

His  beauteous  lyre ;  he  through  conftr^nt  regaled 

The  fuitors  with  his  fong,  and  while  the  chords 

He  ftruck  in  prelude  to  his  pleafant  flrainsj 

Telemachus  his  head  inclining  nigh       '  195 

To  Pallas'  ear,  le&others  Ihould  hi*  words 

Witnefs,  the  blue-eyed  Goddels  thus  befpake. 

My  inmate  and  my  friend !  far  from  my  lips 
Be  ev'ry  word  that  might  difpleafe  thine  ear ! 
The  fong — the  harp, — what  can  they  lefs  than  charm  200 
Thefe  wantons!  who  the  breail  unpuichaf^  eat 
Of  one  whofe  bones  on  yonder  continent 
Lie  mould'ring,  drench'd  by  all  the  fliow'rs  of  heaven, 
Or  roll  at  random  In  the  billowy  deep. 
Ah !  could  they  fee  him  once  to  his  own  ifle  ios 

Reftoretl,  both  gold  and  raiment  they  would  wi(h 
Far  lefs,  and  nimblenefs  of  foot  infiead. 
But  He,  alas !  hath  by  a  wretched  fate 
Paft  queliion  perilh'd,  and  what  news  foe'er 
We  hear  of  his  return,  kindles  no  hope  sio 

In  us,  convinced  that  he  returns  no  more. 
But  anfwer  undiflembling ;  tell  me  true ; 
Who  art  thou  >  whence  ?  where  ftands  thy  city  ?  where 
Thy  father's  manlion !  In  what  kind  of  Ihip 
Cam'ftthou?  Why  fteer'd  the  mariners  their  courfe     215 

To 
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To  Ithaca,  and  of  what  bnd  are  they  > 

For  that  on  foot  thou  found'ft  us  not,  is  fure. 

This  alfo  tell  me,  haft  thou  now  arrived 

New  to  our  ifle,  or  waft  thou  heretofore 

My  father's  gueft?  Since  many  to  our  houfe  xa* 

Reforted  in  thole  happier  days,  for  he 

Drew  pow'rful  to  himfelf  the  hearts  of  all. 

Then  Pallas  thus,  Ooddefs  caerulean-eyed. 
I  will  with  all  limplicity-  of  truth 
Thy  queflions  fatisfy.     Behold  in  me  «is 

Mentes,  the  ofispring  of  a  Chief  renown'd 
In  war,  Anchialus ;  and  I  rule,  myfelf. 
An  ifland  race,  the  Taphians  Oar-expert. 
With  fliip  and  mariners  I  now  arrive. 
Seeking  a  people  of  another  tongue  »30 

Athwart  the  gloomy  flood,  in  queft  of  brafi 
For  which  I  barter  fteel,  ploughing  the  waves 
To  Temefa.     My  fliip  beneatl^  the  woods 
Of  Ne'ius,  at  yonder  field  that  Ikirts 
Your  city,  in  the  haven  Rhethrus  rides.  135 

We  are  hereditary. guefts;  our  Sires 
Were  friends  Ixmg  fince;  as,  when  thou  feeft  him  next. 
The  Hero  old  Laertes  will  avouch. 
Of  whom,  I  learn,  that  he  frequents  no  more 
The  city  nowi  but  in  fequdler'd  fcenes  X40: 

Dwells  forrowful,  and  by  an  antient  dame 
With  food  and  drink  fuppUed  oft  as  be  feels 
Refreihment  needful  to  him,  while  he  creeps 
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Between  the  rows  of  his  luxuriant  vines. 

But  I  have  come  drawn  hither  by  report,  245 

Which  fpake  thy  Sire  arrived,  though  ftill  it  feems 

The  adverfe  Gods  his  homeward  courfe  retard. 

For  not  yet  breatlilefs  lies  the  noble  Chief, 

But  in  ibme  ifland  of  the  boundlefs  flood 

Befides  a  prifoner,  by  barbarous  force  250 

Of  fome  rude  race  detained  reludtant  there. 

And  I  will  now  foreihow  thee  what  the  Gods 

Teach  me,  and  what,  though  neither  augur  ikill'd 

Nor  prophet,  I  yet  truft  ihall  come  to  pafs. 

He  Ihall  not,  henceforth,  live  an  exile  long'  255 

From  his  own  Ihores,  no,  not  although  in  bands 

Of  iron  held,  but  wjU  ere  long  contrive 

His  own  return  ;  for  in  expedients,  framed 

With  wond'roos  ingenuity,  he  abounds. 

But  tell  me  true ;  art  thou,  in  ftature  fudi,  260 

Son  of  himfelf  Ulyffesffor  thy  face 

And  eyes  bright-fparkling,  ftrongly  indicate 

Ulyffes  in  thee.     Frequent  have  we  both 

Converfed  together  thus,  thy  Sire  and  I, 

Ere  yet  he  went  to  Troy,  the  mark  to  which  265 

So  many  Princes  of  Achaia  iteer'd.- 

Him  fince  1  few  not,  nor  Ulyfles  me.. 

To  whom  Telemachus,  difcrete,  repUed. 
Stranger !  I  tell  thee  true;  my  mother's  voice 
Affirms  me  his,  but,  lince.no  mortal  knows  270 

His  derivation,  I  affirm  it  not. 

Would 


Digitized  =,  V^OOgle 


BookI.  HOMER'S     ODYSSEY.  ij 

Would  I  had  been.fon  of  fbme  happier.  Sire, 

Ordain'd  in  calm  pofl£ffion.o£  his,  own 

To  reach  the  verge  of  life.     But  now,  report 

Proclaims  me  his,  whom  Lof  ail. mankind  175 

Unhappieft  deem, — Thy  queflion  isrefolved. 

Then  anfwer  thus  Pallas  Wue-eyed.tetura'd. 
From  no  ignoble  race,  in  future  days. 
The  Gods  fliall  prove  thee  fprung,  whom.fo  endow'd 
With  ev'ry  grace' Penelope  hath  bome.  280, 

But  tell  me  true.     What  feftlval  is  this?  . 
This  throng — whence  are  they  f  \rtierefore  haft  thou  need 
Of  fuch  a  multitude .'  Behold  I  here 
A  banquet,  or  a:nuptial  feaft.'  for  thfife 
Meet  not  by  *  contribution  to  regale,  285 

With  fuch  brutality  and  diu'they  hold. 
Their  riotous  banquet !  a  *ife.man  and  good 
Arriving,  now,  among  them,  at  the  fight 
Of  fuch  enormities  would  mtich  be  wroth. 

To  whom  repUed  .TelemKehuidifciete.  ago 

Since,  Ih-anger ! .  thou:  haft  afli'd.i  learn  alfo  this. 
While  yet  yiyffeswith  his  people  dwelt. 
His  prefence  warranted  the  iope  that  here 
Virtue  flibuld  dwell  and  opulence; : but  heav'n 
Hath  caft  for  us,^,at  length,  a  dilPrent  Jot,  29,5 

And  he  is  loft,  as  never  man  before. 

Epa»f,  a  convivial  meeting,  at  wliicli  every  man  paid  his  proportion^  at  leaA 
c<fntributed  fomething ;  but  'it  leein»  txt  haiv*  boen  a  meeting  at  wllicli  ftri£t  febriety 
was  obferved,  elfe  Pallas  would  not  have  infimxd  from  the  aoife  and:  riot  of  this  that 
it  waa  not  fuch  a  one. 

For 
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For  I  fliould  left  lament  even  his  death, 

Had  he  among  his  friends  at  Ilium  feU'n, 

Or  in  the  arms  of  bis  companions  died, 

Troy's  fiege  acoomplifli'd.  Then  his  tombthe  Giigeks  joo 

Of  ev'ry  tribe  had  built,  and  for  his  fon. 

He  had  imitiortal  glory  atchieved ;  but  ooW, 

By  harpies  torn  inglorious,  beyond  leadi    - 

Of  &/e  or  ear  he  lies ;  and  hath  to  me 

Orief  only,  and  unceafing  lighs  bcqueath'd.  365 

Nor  mourn  I  for  liis  fake  alone  g  the  Gods 

Have  plimn'd  for  me  flill  many  a  wde  befide; 

For  all  the  rulers  of  the  neighbour  ifles, 

Samos,  Dulichium,  dnd  the  foreli'K:tT>WD'd 

Zacynthus,  others  alio,  rulers  here  310 

In  craggy  Ithaca,  niy  mother  feek 

In  marriage,  and  my  houlehold  ftores  confuitte. 

But  neither  Ihe  thofe  nuptial  rites  abhon'd, 

Hefofes  abfolute,  nor  yet  confents 

To  end  them;  they  my  paitrimony  wdfte  315 

Meantime,  ahd  will  not  long  fpaie  erren  me. 

To  whom,  with  deep  commileration  pang'd, 
Pdlas  replied.     Alas !  great  need  haft  thou 
Of  thy  longlatKfeht  ftther  to  avenge 
Thefe  num'rous  wrongi;  for  could  he  now  appear      310 
There,  at  yon  portal,  arm'd  irith  helmet,  Ihield, 
And  grafping  his  two  fpears,  fuch  as  when  firft  • 

I  faw  him- drinking  joyouK  at  pur  board, 
Troin'HVis  fon  of  Mertaetis,  who  dwelt 

In 
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In  diftant  Ephyre,  juft  then  retprn'd,  325 

(For  thither  alfo  had  Ulyfles  goiie 

In  his  fwift  bark,  feeking  fome  pois'nous  drug 

Wherewith  to  taint  his  brazen  arrows  keen, 

Which  drag  through  fear  of  the  eternal  Gods 

Ilus  refufed  him,  and  my  fether  free  .330 

Gave  to  him,  for  he  lov'd  liira  paft  belief) 

Could  now,  Ulyfles,  clad  in  arms  as  dien, 

Mix  with  thefe  fuitors,  ftiort  his  date  of  life 

To'  each,  and  bitter  IhomM  his  nuptials  prove. 

But  thefe  events,  wWher  he  Ihall  return  335 

To  take  juft  vengeance  imder  his  own  roof. 

Or  whether  not,  lie  all  in  the  Gods  1^. 

Meantime  I  counfel  thee,  thy felf  to  think 

By  what  means  likelieft  thou  Ihalt  expel 

Thefe  from  thy  doors.    Now  maik  me :  clofe  attend,   340 

Tomorrow,  fummoning  the  Oreecian  Chiefs 

To  council,  fpeak  to  them,  and  call  the  Gods 

To  witnefs  that  fotemnity.     Bid  go 

The  fuitors  hence,  each  to  his  own  abode. 

Thy  mother— if  hef  purpofe  be  refolved  345 

On  marriage,  let  her  to  the  houle  return 

Of  her  own  potent  father,  who,  himfelf. 

Shall  furnilh  forth  her  matrimonial  riies. 

And  ample  dow'r,  fnch  as  it  well  becomes 

A  darling  daughter  to  receive,  beftow.  350 

But  hear  me  now ;  tbyfelf  I  thus  adviie. 

The  prime  of  all  thy  fliips  preparing,  mann'd 

With 
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With  twenty  ro\vers,  voyage  hence  to  feek 

Intelligence  of  thy  long-abfent  Sire. 

Some  morta}  may  inform  thee,  or  a  *word,  355 

Perchance,  by  Jove  direi^ed  (fafeft  fource 

bf  notice  to  mankind)  may  reach  thine  ear. 

Firft  voyaging  to  Pyltis,  there  enquire 

Of  noble  Neftor ;  thence  to  Sparta  tend, 

To  queftion  Meqelaus  amber-hair'd,  369 

Lateft  arrived  of  all  the  hoft  of  Greece. 

There  fliould'ft  thoa  learn  that  ftill  thy  father  lives. 

And  hope  obtain  of  his  return,  although 

Diftrefs'd,  thou  wilt  be  patient  yet  a  year. 

But  fliould'ft  thou  there  hear  tidings  that  he  breathes    365 

No.  longer,  to  thy  native  ifle  return'd, 

Firft  heap  his  tomb ;  then  with  fuch  pomp  perform 

Bis  fufteral  rites  as. his  great  name  demands. 

And  make  thy  mother's  fpoufals,  next,  thy  care. 

Thefe  duties  fatisfied,  delib'rate  laft      '  370 

Whether  thou  flialt  thefe  trbublers  of  thy  houfe 

By  ftratagem,  or  by  alTault,  deftroy. 

For  thou  art  now  no  child,  nor  longer  may'ft 

Sport  like  one.     Haft  thou  not  the  proud  report 

Heard,  how  Oreftes  hath  renown  acquired  373 

With  all  mankind,  his  father's  murtherer 

.^gifthus  flaying, .  the  deceiver  baie 

•  "Orff*— a  word  fpcjken,  with  rerped  to  the  fpeaker,  cafijally  j  but  with  reference 
to  the  inquirer  fuppofed  to  be  fent  for  his  information  by  the  efpecial  appointment  and 
proTidential  larour  of  the  Gods. 

Who 
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Who  flaughter'd  Agamemnon  f  Olf  my  friend ! 

(For  with  delight  thy  vig'rous  growth  I  view. 

And  juft  proportion)  be  thou  alfo  bold,  .   38P 

And  merit  praife  from  ages  yet  to  come. 

But  I  will  to  my  veflel  now  repair. 

And  to  my  mariners,  whom,  abfent  long, 

I  may  perchance  have  troubled.     Weigh  thou  well 

Mycounfel;  let  not  my  advice  be  loft.  38,3 

To  whom  Telemachus  difcrete  replied. 
Stranger !  thy  words  befpealt  thee  much  my  friend. 
Who,  as  a  father  teaches  his  own  fan. 
Haft  taught  me,  and  I  never  will  fOTget, 
But,  though  in  hafte  thy  voyage  to  purfue,  390 

Yet  ftay,  that  in  the  bath  refrelhing  firft 
Thy  limbs  now  weary,  thou  roay'ft  fprightlier  feek 
Thy  gallant  bark,  charged  with  fome  noble  gift 
Ofc  finifti'd  workmaolhip,  which  thou  flialt  keep 
As  my  memorial  ever ;  fuch  a  boon  395 

As  men  confer  on  guefts  wJiom  much  they  love. 

Then  Pallas  thus,  Goddefs  cjerulean-eyed. 
Retard  me  not,  for  go  I  muft ;  the  gift 
Which  liberal  thou  defireftto  beftow. 
Give  me  at  my  return,  that  I  may  bear.  400. 

The  treafure  home ;  and,  in  exchange,  thyfelf 
Expet5l  fome  gift  equivalent  from  me. 

She  fpake,  and  as  with  eagle- wings  upborne, 
Vanifti'd  incontinent,  but  him  infpired 
With  daring  fortitude,  and  on  his  heart  405 

D  Dearer 
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Dearer  remanbrance  of  his  Sire  imprefs'd 

Than  ever.     Confdous  of  the  wondYous  change. 

Amazed  he  flood,  and,  in  his  fecret  thought 

Revolving  all,  believed  his  gueft>  a  God. 

The  youthful  Hero  to  the  fuitors  then  410 

Repair'd ;  they  iilent,  liften'd  to  the  &ng 

Of  the  illDftrious  Bard;  he  the  return 

Deplorable  of  the  Achaian  hoft 

From  Ilium  by  command  of  PaUas,  fang. 

Penelope,  Icarius'  daughter,  mark'd  415 

Meantime  the  fong  celeftial,  where  (lie  fat 

In  the  fuperior  palace ;  down  Ihe  came. 

By  all  the  num'rous  fteps  of  her  abode ; 

Not  fole,  for  two  fair  handmaids  follow'd  her. 

She  then,  divineft  of  her  fex,  Arrived  420 

In  prefence  of  that  lawtefs  throng,  beneath 

The  portal  of  her  ftately  manfion  flood. 

Between  her  maidens,  with  her  ludd  veil 

Her  lovely  features  mantling.     THere,  profufe 

She  wept,  and  thus  the  facred  bard  befpake.  423 

Phemius !  for  many  a  forrowribothing  firain 
Thou  know'ft  befide,  fuch  as  exploits  record 
Of  Gods  and  men,  the  poet's  frequent  themt ; 
Give  them  of  thofe  a  fong,  and  let  themfelves 
Their  wine  drink  noifelefs ;  but  this  mournful  ftrain   430 
Break  off,  unfriendly  to  my  bofom's  peace, 
And  which  of  all  hearts  neareft  touches  mine, 
With  fuch  regret  my  deareft  Lord  I  mourn, 

Rememb'iing 
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Rememb'ring  ftiU  an  hu'lband  praifed  from  iide 

To  fide,  and  in  the  very  heart  of  Greece.  435 

Then  anfwer  thus  Telemachus  return'd. 
My  mother !  wherefore  (hould  it  give  thee  paiii 
If  the  delightful  bard  that  theme  purfue 
To  which  he  feels  his  mind  impeU'd .'  the  bard 
Blame  not,  but  rather  Jove,  who,  as  he  wills,  44a 

Materials  for  poetic  art  fupplies. 
No  fault  is  his,  if  the  dilaftrous  fate 
He  fing  of  the  Achaians,  for  the  fong 
Wins  ever  from  the  hearers  moft  ^plaufe 
That  has  been  leaft  in  ufe.     Of  all  who  fought  445 

At  Troy,  Ulyffes  hath  not  loft,  alone. 
His  day  of  glad  retora ;  but  many  a  Chief 
Hath  periih'd  alfo.     Seek  thou  then  again 
Thy  own  apartment,  fjandle  ply  and  loom. 
And  talk  thy  maidens ;  management  belongs  450 

To  men  of  joys  convivial,  and  of  men 
Efpecially  to  me,  chief  ruler  here. 

She  heard  aftonilh'd ;  and  the  prudent  fpeech 
Repofing  of  her  fon  deep  in  her  heart, 
Again  with  her  attendant  maidens  fought  455 

Her  upper  chamber.     There  arrived,  the  wept 
Her  loft  Ulyffes,  'till  Minerva  bathed 
Her  weary  lids  in  dewy  fleep  profound.. 
Then  echoed  through  the  palace  dark-bedimm'd 
With  evening  (hades,  the  fuitors  boift'rous  roar,  460 

For  eafih  the  royal  bed  bum'd  to  partake, 

D  a  Whom 
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Whom  thus  Telemachus  difcrete  a4(ireis'd. 

. .  All  ye  my  mother's  fuitors,  though  addi£t 

To  contumacious  wrangling  fierce,  fufpend 

Your  clamour,  for  a  courfe  to  me  it  feems  465 

More  decent  far,  when  fuch  a  bard  as  this, 

Godlike  for  fweetnefs,  fings,  to  hear  his  fong. 

Toporrow  meet  we  in  fpU  council  all. 

That  I  may  plainly  warn  you  to  depart 

From  this  our  manfion.     Seek  ye  where  ye  may         470 

Your  feafts ;  confume  your  own,  alternate  fed 

Each  at  the  other's  coft;  but  if  it  feera 

Wifeft  in  your  account  and  beft,  to  eat 

Voracious  thus  the  patrimonial  goods 

Of  one  man,  rend'ring  *  no  account  of  all,  475 

Bite  to  the  roots ;  but  know  that  I  will  cry 

Ceafelefs  to  the  eternal  Gods,  in  hope 

Xliat  Jove,  for  retribution  of  the  wrong, 

Shall  doom  you,  where  ye  have  intruded,  there 

To  bleed,  and  of  your  blood  aflc  *no  account.  480 

He  ended,  and  each  gnaw'd  his  lip,  aghaft 
At  his  undaunted  hardinefs  of  fpeech. 

Then  thus  Antinoiis  fpake,  Eupithes'  fon. 
Telemachu&l  the  Gods,  methinks,  themfelves. 
Teach  thee  fublimity,  and  to  pronounce  485 

Thy  matter  fearlefs.     Ah  forbid  it,  Jove  I 

*  There  is  in  tile  Original  an  evident  ftrefs  laid  on  the  word  Nnvoim,  which  is 
ufed:  tn  botli  places.  It  was  a  fort  of  Lex  Taiionis  which  Telemachus  hoped  might 
he  put  in  force  againfl  them  ;  and  that  Jove  would  demand  no  fatis&dion  fot  the  lives 
of  thofe,  who  made  him  none  foi  the  walle  of  his  pioperty^ 

That 
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That  one  fo  eloqilent  fliould  with  the  weight 

Of  kingly  cares  in. Ithaca  be  charged, 

A  realm,  by  claim  ;hereditary,  thine.  - 

Then  prudent  thus  Telemachus  replied.  490 

Although  my  fpeech  Antinoiis  may,  perchance> 
Provoke  thee,  know  that  I  am  not  averfe 
From  kingly  cares,  if  Jove  appoint  me  fuch. 
Seems  it  to  thee  a  burthen  to  be  fear'd 
By  men  above  all  others .'  truft  me,  no.  495 

There  is-  no  ill  in  royalty ;  the  man 
So  ftation'd,  waits  not  long  ere  he  obtain 
Riches  and  honour.     But  I  grant  that  King& 
Of  the  Achaians  niay  no  few  be  found 
In  fea-girt  Ithaca  both  young  and  old,  500 

Of  whom  lince  great  Ulyffes  is  no  more. 
Reign  whofo  may ;  but  King,  myfelf,  I  ara 
In  my  own  houfe,  and  over  all  my  own 
Domeilics,  by  Ulyffes  gained  for  me. 

To  whom  Eurymachus  replied,  the  fon  505 

Of  Polybus.     What  Greecian  Chief  fllall  reiga 
In  fea-girt  Ithaca,  muil  be  referr'd 
To  the  Gods  will,  Telemachus !  meantime 
Thou  haft  unqueftionable  right  to  keep 
Thy  own,  and  to  command  in  thy  own  houfe.  510 

May  never  that  man  on  her  fhores  arrive, 
.While  an  inhabitant  Ihall  yet  be  left 
In  Ithaca,  who  ftiall  by  violence  wreft 
Thine  from  thee.     But  peimlt  me^  noble  Sir  I 
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To  aflc  thee  «>f  thy  guelft.    Whence  came  the  anan  f     j  i  S 

What  country  claims  him  ?  Where  are  to  be  found 

His  kindred  and  his  patfimonial  .fields  ? 

Brings  he  glad  tidings  of  thy  Sire^  approach  • 

Homeward?  Or  came  he  tt>  teceivc  a  debt 

Due  to  himfelf !  How  fwift  he  difappeaty !  520 

Nor  opportunity  to  know  him  gave 

To  thofe  who  wiih'd  it^  for  his  face  and  air 

Mim  fpeak  not  of  Plebeian  birth  obfcure. 

Whom  anfwer'd  thus  TdemjiCbtis  dtforete. 
Eurymachus!  my  ifdther  contes  no  mote.  S^^S 

I  can  no  longer,  now,  tidlBgs  telieve. 
If  fuch  arrive ;  nor  heed  I  mo»e  the  ifong 
^f  footh-fayers  whom  tny  mother  may  eoniUt.. 
But  this  my  gueft  hath  known  In  other  days 
My  father,  attd  he  came  from  Taphos;  fon  530 

Of  brave  Anchialus,  Mentes  by  name. 
And  Chief  of  the  fea-praiSisM  Taphian  race. 

So  fpake  Telemachus,  but  in  his  heart 
Knew  well  his  igueft  a  Goddefs  from  the  fkies. 
Then  they  to  dance  and  heart-enlivening  fong  535 

Turn'd  joyous,  Waiting  the.  approach  of  eve. 
And  duiky  evening  found  them  joyous  ftill. 
Then  each,  to  his  own  houfe  rttiring,  fought 
Needful  repofe.     Meantime  Telemachus 
To  his  own  lofty  chamber,  built  in  view  540 

Of  the  wide  hall,  retired ;  but  with  a  heart 
In  various -mufingsoccu^ed  iutenfe. 

Sage 
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3age  Eurydea,  bearing  in  each  hand 

A  torch,  preceded  him ;  her  fire  was  Ops, 

Pifenor's  fon,  and,  in  her  early  prime,  545 

At  his  own  coft  Laertes  made  her  his. 

Paying  with  twenty  beeves  her  purchafe-price. 

Nor  in  lefs  honour  than  his  fpotlefs  wife 

He  held  her  ever,  but  his  confort's  wrath 

Fearing,  at  no  time  call'd  her  to  his  bed.  j  jo 

She  bore  the  torches,  and  with  truer  heart 

Loved"  him  than  any  of  the  female  train. 

For  flie  had  nurs'd  him  in  his  infant  years. 

He  open'd  his  broad  chamber-vidves,  and  fat 

On  his  couch-fide;  then,  putting  off  his  veft  5^5 

Of  fofteft  texture,  placed  it  in  the  hands 

Of  the  attendant  dame  difcrete,  who  firft 

Folding  it  with  exaSeft  care,  befide 

His  bed  fufpended  it,  and,  going  forth. 

Drew  by  its  filver  ring  the  portal  clofe,  560 

And  faften'd  it  with  bolt  and  brace  fecure. 

There  lay  Telemachus,  on  fineft  wool 

Repofed,  contemplating  all  night  his  covuie 

Prefcribed  by  Pallas  to  the  Pylim  Ihore.  {64 
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-  Telemachus  having  cdnvcnedan  afleihbly  of  theGrecciatis,  pab- 
Hcly  calls  on  the  Suitors  to  relinquifh  the  houfe  of  Uiyfles.  During 
the  continuance  of  the  Council  he  has  much  to  fuffer  from  the 
petulance  of  the  Suitors,  from  whom,  having  informed  theni  of  his 
defign  to  undertake  a  voyage  in  hope  to  obtain  news  of  Utyflesi,  he 
ajks  a  fhip,  with  all  things  neceffary  for  the  purpofe.  He. is  rc- 
iiifed,  but  is  afterwards  furniihed  with  what  he  wants  by  Minerva^ 
in  the  form  of  Mentor.  He  embarks  in  the  evening  without  the 
privity  of  his  mother,  and  the  Goddefs  foils  with  him. 


BOOK         II. 

AURORA,  rofy  daughter  of  the  dawn, 
Now  ting'd  the  Eaft,  when,  habited  again, 
Uprofe  Ulyffes'  offspring  froni  his  bed.  ' 
Athwart  his  back  his  faulchipn  keen  he  flung, 
His  fandals  bound  to  his  unfuUied  feet,  5 

And,  godlike,  ilTued  from  his  chamber-door. 
At  once  the  clear-voiced  heralds  he  enjoin'd 
To  call  the  Greeks  to  council ;  they  aloud 
Gave  forth  the  fummons,  and  the  throng  began. 
When  all  were  gather'd,  and  th'  aflembly  full,  10 
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Hitnfelf,"  his,  hand  ai;mM  with  a  brazen  fpear, 
W«nt  alfo  ;  nor  alone  he  went ;  his  hounds 
Fleet-footed  foUow'd  him,  a  faithful  pair. 
O'er  all  his  fornr  Minerva  largely  fhed   , 
Majeftic  grace  divine,  and,  as  he  wentj  15* 

The  whole  admiring  concburfe  gazed  on  him. 
The  feniors  gave  him  place,  and  down  he  fat 
On  his  paternal  Throne.     Then  grave  arofe  .    :  , 
The  Hero,  old  ^gyptius  ;  bow'd  with  age  ,1 

Was  he,  and  by  experience  deep-inform'd.  .         to 

His  fon  had  with  Ulyffes,  go<lUke  Chief, 
<Jn  board  his  Jeet  to  fteed-famed  Ilium  gone,  :      .      >; 
.  The  warrior  Antiphus,  whom  in  his  cave 
The  favage  Cxclpps  flew,,  and  on  his  flelh 
At  ev'ning  made  obfcene  his  laft. regale.  ,  .  .  .  aj 

Three  fons  he  had  bolide,  a  fuitor  one, 
Eurynomus ;  the  oth^r  two,  emfdoy 
Found  conftant  managing  their  Sire's  concerns. 
Yet  he  forget  not,  father  as  he  was 

Of  thefe,  his  abfent  eldeft,  whom  he  mourn'd  30 , 

Ceafelefs,  and  thus  his  fpeech,  weeping,  began. 

Hear  me,  ye  men  of  Ithaca,  my  friends! 
Nor  council  here  nor  feffion  hath  been  held 
Since  great  yiy8es;left  his  native  fliore. 
Who  now  convenes  us  ?  what  efpecial  need  35 

Hath  urged  him,  whether  of  our  youth  he  be. 
Or  of  our  fenators  by  age  matured  f 
Have  tidings  reach'd  him  of  our  hoft's  return, 

E  Which 
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Which  here  he  would  divulge !  or  brings  he  aught 

Of  public  import  on  adiff*rent  theme ?  40 

I  deem  him,  whofoe'er  he  be,  a  man 

Worthy  to  profper,  and  may  Jove  vouchfafe 

The  full  performance  of  his  chief  defire ! 

He  ended,  and  Telemachus  rejoiced 
In  that  good  omen.     Ardent  to  begin,  45 

He  fat  not  long,  but,  moving  to  the  midft, 
Received  the  fceptre  from  Pifenor's  hand. 
His  prudent  herald,  and  addrelling,  next. 
The  hoary  Chief  jEgyptius,  thus  began. 

Not  far  remote,  as  thou  Ihalt  foon  thyfelf  50 

Perceive,  oh  venerable  Chief  t  he  flatids. 
Who  hath  convened  this  «ounciI..    ly  »m  He. 
I  4m  in  chief  the  ftifi\ef.     Tidings  none 
Of  the  returning  hofl  I  have  received) 
Which  here  I  would  divulge,  nor  bring  I  aught  55 

Of  public  import  on  a  different  theme, 
But  my  own  trouble,  on  toy  owrt'  houfe  fall'n, 
And  two-folil  fiJ^n.     One  k,  that  {  have  loft 
A  noble  father,  who,  as  fathers  rule 
Benign  their  children,  govem'd  once  yourfelves ;  6a 

The  other,  and  the  more  alarming  ill, 
With  ruin  threatens  my  whole  houle,  and  all 
My  patrimony  with  immediate  waflie. 
Suitors,  (their  children  who  in  this  our  ille 
Hold  higheft  rank)  importunate  befiege  65 

My  mother,  though  delirous  not  to  wed. 
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And  rather  thg^  f^r«  tp  feprowj}  Sire^ 
Icarius,  who  might  give  his  daughter  dqw'r, 
.  And  portion  her  to  whom  he  nioft  approves, 
(A  courfe  which,  oply,  papned,  moves,  their  di^pft)      r-jtj 
They  chufe,  aifefplil^ng  ^llwjtjiin  m,y  gates  . ;  ;■ 

Daily  to  make  my  beeves,  my  iheep,  my  goats 
Their  banquet  ju^d  to  drink  without  r^jliraint 
My  wine;  whence rvjia  ^^reatpisu^  an(<J'<Wf^j  ir'idi'L    r 
ggT; I  have  i^;JJlyjg"ej,J;o  relieve         [■ ,.      .......    ;:JS 

Me  and  my  fagsMJi^jfiranv  this  abufe.   ,   -  ... 

Ourfelves  arg-jj^J  gj^ji^pf  ;  wfe^  i»fas  !  ;  .  .  ,.,  ,,,..,..  - 
Too  feeble  fhould  be  foii^,  anij  ye^  to^jleaj^^,,  tmi  -. .;  ^o'l 
Howbeft  to  ufejfljfijljjtlp.fprce  ^Ye  oiyn;  ,';  .,,  -  ., ;  jj.t 
g^f,  had  I  pow'r,  I  ^lyoB^^,  myself,  r«aicefs,  ;,  ;,-,,.,  y?f 
The  evil  ;,,£j)f  r^tjjjgwf;  fprp^es  fer  ..; '. '.  il  t-: 

All  fuffrance,  nojfjtjfe^  ravage. j^controuJM»  n'  .,  -  ' 
Nor  ihow  of  df^ency  TO,uch%fe  mg  itiofre.  .,,  ;,  ,j  ;■  ;  •.  j 
Oh  be*  alha^fi(|,yppirfelvfs  J  bjuflji  at  the  thought  , 

Of  fuch  reprpach  as  ye  ftiall  fure  i^pcur  ,;     ,.9s 

From  all  our  neighbojfr  jft»5^,.v^d  fear  ])e(}de   ., 
The  wrath  of  the  Imnaortals,  left-  they  call         ,  ■  •  ■  ■ 
Yourfelves  one  day  to  a  fevere  ncpount. 
I  pray  you  by  Olyflnpian  Jpy^  by.  her 
\Yhofe  voice  convenes  all  councils,  and  again  ;  90 

Diffolves  them,  Themis,  that  henceforth  ye  ceafe, 

*.The  reader  Is  to'be  l-eminded  that  this  is  not  an  aiTeitibly  of  the  fuitors  only,  but 
a  general  one,  which  affords  T^ftnacfaw  ^  tl>pohuiut/  tbapply  bimfitf  Co  tlie 
feelings  of  the  Ithacans  at  large. 

E  2  That 
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That  ye  Trermit  me,  oh  my 'friends !  to- weir  ■  : 

My  days  in  foKtary  grief  away,      -      '. 
Unlefs  Ulyffes,  my  illuflrious  Sire, 

flath  in  (litis,  anger  a!ny  Greeciari' wrbng'ff,  '  gs 

Whofe  wrongs  ye  purpofe  to  avenge  onmCj  ■   ^       ''  ^  '■ 
Inciting  thefe  to  plague 'iTie.     Better  Tar .' ^        ■ 
Were  my  condition,'  if  yourfelves  coAfiitriei     i' 
My  fubftanoe"ih3  my  ifi'veniie;  frdm'fcjtt''''''    • '■■  "  •    ■ 
t&ight  obtain,  perchance,'  rigW^nis'-biiiendif'  - '  ■  -  'i'&O 
Hereafter;  you  I  might  ■with  vefielnehtfiiiS''  '    ' 
O'ercome,  from  houft  to  hoiife  ^eSdiri^  albuS"     -      '    '  ' 
For  recompeire'j  'tiff  f'^i  jaftprii^ail'i'      ""-''  -    '-'^  '"  - 
But  now,  with  dart^bf  aflguiih-ye  transfix  ■■  '"'  '  -  '  •''   •' 
ify  inmoft  fou}^  and' I  have  no  redfefs-.    ■       .  '  >i<5j 

He  fpake  impaffion'd,'  and  to  ealth' cait  tlox™"  '•  "^  '•"'  ■ 
His  fceptre,  vJeeiDirrg.  '  fity'at  thafr'^|fit'"  ;■''  -■■  '''■■-  '■■'' 
Seiz'd  all  the  pewpte;' niute'Ae  aSeniblf  fat  '"-  '■'■  -■''  ■'"■'■ 
Long  time,  none  dareiS  to  greet  Tekmachus  '  ' 
With  anfvver  rough, 'till'of -them  all,  ^t'iafli  •  iii 
Antinovis,  folS'arifirig,  thus' rejiied.  ■     "  •:> '  '  ''■  •- ' 

TelemachusJ  intemp'rstb  in  harangue,  - 

High-founding  orator  f  it  "is  thy' drift' 
To  make  us  all  odious  ;■  but  the  ofFeifce  '. 

Lies  not  with  us  the  fuitors;  fhe  alone  '         ■ "   -     il'S 
Thy  moth'erj'  who  in  fubtlety  excells,    '■  ■  <  "      •    •  ■ 
And  deep-wrought  fubterfuge,  deferves  the  blame. 
It  is  ajieady  Dhe  thipd  year,  and  ibon       - 
Shall  be  the  fourth,  fince  wijh  delu'five  art 

Praftifing 
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Praftifing  on  their  ininds>  the  hath  deceived  I  lo 

The  Greecians ;  meflage  after  meiTage  fent 
Brings  hope  to  each,  by  turns,  and  promiie  fair^ 
But  ihe,  meantime,  far  dtherwife  intends^ 
Her  other  arts  exhauiled  all,  flie  framed 
This  ftratagem ;  a  web  of  ampleft  lize  125; 

And  fubtleft  woof  begimiing,  thus  ihe  fpake^ 
princes,  my  fuitors !  fince  the  noble  Chief 
Ulyfles  is  no  more,  prefs  not  as  yet 
My  nuptials,  wait  'till  I  Ihall  finilh,  firft,. 
A  fun'ral  robe  (left  all  my  threads  decay)-  t30> 

Which  for  the  antient  Hero  I  prepare, 
Laertes,  looking  for  the  mournful  liour 
When  fate  (hall  fnatch  him  to  eternal  reft ; 
Elfe,  I  the  cenfure  dread  of  all  my  fex. 
Should  he,  fo  wealthy,  want  at  laft  a  Ihroud.  i2:j. 

So  fpake  the  Queen,  and  unfufpicious,  we 
With  her  requeft  complied.     Thenceforth,  all  day 
She  wo»e  the.  ample  web,  and  by  the  aid 
Of  torches  raveird  it  again  at  night. 
Three  years  by  fuch  contrivance  Ihe  deceived'  140. 

The  Greecians ;  but  when  (three  whole  years  elaps'd) 
The  fourth  arrived,  then,  confdous  of  the  fraud, 
A  damfel  of  her  train  told  all  the  truth. 
And  her  we  found  ravling  the  beauteous  work- 
Thus,  through  neceffity  flie  hath,  at  length,,  r4s, 
Perform'd  the  taik,  and  in  her  own  defpight.. 
Ifow.  therefore,  for  the. ibforraationclear. 
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Of  'thee  thyfelf,  and  of  the-othw  C&eeks,   ■ 
We  anfwer.     Send  thy  mother  hcfnce,  with  charge 
That  him  ilie  wed  ou  wbom  her  father's  choice  1.59 

Shall  fall,  and  whom  flie  fhall,  heifel^.  apptam 
But  if  by  long  procraftinatioa  ffiU  . :      . 

She  perievere,  wearing  our  patience  out,    ■ 
Attentive  only  to  difpiay  tfte  gifts 

By  Pallas  fo  profufely  dealt  to  her,  1 5  S 

Works  of  furpaffing  flciU,  ingenious  thought, 
And  fubtle  fliifts,,  fuch  as  no  beauteous  Greek 
(For  aught  that  we  have  heard)  ia  antient  times 
E'er  praftifed,  Tyroj  or  Alcmena  fair, 
Or  fair  Mycene,  of  whAm  none  in  art  166 

E'er  match'd  Penelope,  although  we  yield 
To  this  her  laft  invention  little  praife, 
Tlien  know,  that  thefe  her  fuitors  will  oonfmne  .  . 
So  long  thy  patrimony  and  thy  goods,  c 

As  flie  her  prefent'purpofe  Ihall  indulge,  165 

With  which  the  Gods  infpire  her.     Great  renown 
She.  to  herfelf  infures,  but  equal  woe, 
And  devaftation  of  thy  we^th  to  thiee ; 
For  neither  to  our  proper  works  at  home 
Go  we,  of  that  be  fure,  nor  yet  elfewhere,  170 

Till  him  Ihe  wed,  to  whom  ihe  moft  inclines. 
Him  prudent-,  then,  anfwer'd  Telemachus. 
Antinoiis !  it  is  not  poflible 
That  I  Ihould  thruft  her  forth  againft  her  will. 
Who  both  produced  and  reared  me.     Be  he  dead,        175 
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Or  Hill  alive,  my  Sire  is  far  remote. 
And  (hould  I,  voluntary,  hence  dilinifi 
My  mother  to  Icarius,  1  muft  much 
Refund,  vfhich  hardihip  were  and  lofs  to  me. 
So  doing,  I  fliould  alfo  wrafh  incur  1 89 

From  my  offended  Sire,  and  from  the  Gods 
Still  more  j  for  fiie,  departing,  would  invoke: 
Erynnis  to  avenge  her,  and  reproach 
Belide  would  fbllow  me  from  all  mankind. 
That  word  I,  therefore,  never  will  prooouncei  i  S5 

No,  if  ye  judge  your  treatment  at  her  hands 
Injurious  to  you,  go  ye  forth  yourfelves, 
Forfake  my  manlion;  feek  whei«  elfe  ye  may 
Your  feafts ;  confume  your  own ;  alternate  feed 
Each  at  the  other's  coft.     But  if  it  feem  1 9a 

Wifefl  in  your  account  and  bell:  to  eat 
Voracious  thus  the  patrimonial  goods 
Of  one  man,  rend'iing  no  account  of  all. 
Bite  to  the  roots ;  but  know  that  I  will  cry 
Ceafelefs  to  the  eternal  Gods,  in  hope  19  j 

That  Jove,  in  rettibotion  of  the  wrong. 
Shall  doom  you,  where  ye  have  intruded,  there 
To  bleed,  and  of  your  blood  alk  no  account. 
So  fpake  Telemacbus,  and  while  he  fpake. 
The  Thund'rer  from  a  lofty  mountain-rop  aott 

Turn'd  off  two  eagles ;.  on  the  winds,  awhile,. 
With  outfpread  pinions  ample  fide  by  fide 
They  floated ;.  but,,  ece  long,  hov'iing  aloft^ 
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■Right  o'er  the  midft  of  the  aSemhled  Chiefs 
They  wheel'd  ardund>  clang''daU  their  num'rons  plumes, 
And  with  a  downward  look-eyeing  the  throng,  206 

TDeath  boded,  ominous^,  then  rending  each  .  . 

The  other's  face  and  neclc,  fliey  fprahg  at  once'.' 
Toward  the  right, 'and  darted  through  the' town. 
Amazement  wniverfal,  at  that  light,   .   ,  a.io* 

Seized  the  affembly,  and  with  anxious  thought 
Each  fcann'd  thefiiture;:  amidft  whom  arofe 
"I^he  Hero  Halitherfes-,  antient  Seer, 
Offspring  of  Maflor  ;■  for  in  judgment  he 
Of  portents  augural*  and  in  forecaft  ■  215' 

Unerring,  his  coevals"  ail  excell'd,-  '    - 
And  prudent  thus  the  inultitude  befpakc.' 
Ye  men  of  Ithaca,  give  ear !  hear  all ! 
Though  chief  my  fpeechlhall  to  the  fuitors  Jook, 
For,  on  their  heads  devolved,  comes  down'the  woe.     aio 
Ulyffes  ftiall  not  from  his  friends,  henceforth. 
Live  abfent  long,  but,  haftingto  his  home, 
Comes  even  now,  and  as  he  comes,  defigns 
A  bloody  death  for  thefe,  whofe  bitter  woes    ^ 
No  few  (hall  Ihare,  inhabitants  with  us  225 

Of  pleafant  Ithaca ;  but  let  us  frame 
ESfedlual  means  maturely  to  fupprefs 
Their  violent  deeds,  or  rather  let  themfelves 
Repentant  ceafe;  and  fooneft  (hall  be  beft. 
Not  inexpert,  but  well-inform'd  I  fpeak  230 

The  future,  and  the  accompliihment  announce 
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Of  all  which  when  Ulyflaj  with  the.Oredosi  . 

Ernbark'd  for  Stojfy  I:ti)  lunafclf  foretdd.  -  ..[Si  :' 

I  faid  that,  after  maajt  woiBt^reiaiVak:  :  >  r    -    .     ^ 

Of  all  his  pfefAsjiiioaie  twentieth  yeat-^  ■  ..«JS' 

Unknown  to  aU«,he;-fhl>uld 'regain  his' home,  .         'ii:  i  " 

And  my  prediftjoiii AMMja  non  <V«lfiU>i^T  /L  i^;  1^  i  ih  ;':< '. 

rjJttimi  then,  Eur)(niad<tlS.tlius,alifweiiiitcragh'  ?i  ii  ■;:• : 

The  fon  of  P(flybu3i     Heaoi  tp  thy  honfc,"       r     '.' 

Thou  hoary  dotard !  there,  prophetic^' teach  240 

Thy  children  tQ!ji^^afiew(iis'lel&rtb.coi>iej;.''.:ii^         '.■■  . 

Birds  num'rous  flutter:tn!tJ*IihBanM  ofoidhy,.    . ;   1: 

^et  all  predi£Uyexr-'QeBtb,'6ir'b<DC«  remote      .'     ir 

Hath  found  Ulyffes,  ao^  I- wijuld  CO  heav'n 

That,  where  he  died,';  tJiOffrifitlwA  peiiih'd  too,!    ■;:    .  a4S 

Thou  hadft  not  tlien-rptio'tr  jritti. prophecy 

As  now,  nor  provocation  to  the  wradi 

Giv'n  of  TelemadxUSj  in  hope  .to  win. 

Perchance,  for  thin6JiJin«&i[<rtir:«l:  hiSbands. 

But  I  to  ?Ae«  foMteJU  iflyUjEd  as  thou.  a»         .  950 

In  legends  old,  (nor  flndl  my  threat  be  vain) 

That  if  by  artifice  thou;  nioye- to  wrath 

A>ypunger  than  thj<«}f>  Ji»  n»ttpr,;whoiD>i;:  :;• 

Woe  fifftrflseJIjSavier.Qii.bifnfelf  fl»ll,lbtt«  • 

Nor  Ihalt  thou  profit  him  by  thy  attempt,  255 

And  we  will  f^itgeytbee  alfef^ith  a  muldt, 

Which  thou  (halt  pay  with  4iflicul£y,  and  be»r 

The  burthen  of  it  with  an  adiing.  heart.    .    '    : 

F  As 


,  Google 


»  HOMER'S     ODYSSEY.  Book  II. 

As  for  Telemachu)!,  I  him  advife, 
Myfelf,  and  prels  the  meafure  on  bii  choice  a6o 

EarnefUy,  that  he  feiid  his  mother  hence 
Tt)*er  own  father's  houfe,  who  fliallj  hinafetf. 
Set  forth  her  noptial  rites>  and  Ihall  endow>    '  - 
His  daughter  fun^uctofly,  Sind  aS'he  mighti'  :  ,         '     ' 
For  this  eipenfivt  woOingj  -at  I.judge,  .1    i .,  '  ■;  '  <!  :  465 
Tiil  then  (hall  nevei'  ceafe;.  fioce-«e  wgirfl.  ■.      ■ 
MiOtnan-^no-'^ot  TeJemachus,  although 
In  words  exub'ranc;  heidicil  Aar  ws  taghft  .  "  : 
Thy  vain  prugnoftici^  i^Hecabfe'lirl ''^     ">  -■     •    . . 
But  only  hate  thee  for  their  faXe  the  vaott.     '    .        270 
Wafte  will  continne  and  diibrdef  iMfl    -      ,■  .1 
^^tfemediedjcfii  taog  affile  ihafl*okJ--  ;■—     -,,■•  t-     .• 
The  fuitorsin  flijpenfe,  tat,  ilay  by  dliy,  •  •■  . ;  ;\ 

Our  emulation  goadsms.totbe'ftiilitij'      '!,;;.'   •    ;    , 
Nor  ihall  we,  going  boioe,  ftdi.  tn  cQloiii&  ■ .  275 

Each  his  owti  eaxSbd  iWtaUe  elffewiwtei.  r-  i 

'   .To  whom,  difcDSR,  7^1enucb«ik:iqdiM.' 
Eurymachus,  aiid  y»  tbefultor tnaini         j  . 
niuArious,  I  have  l^nkeDf  TC  fltaU  hew      ./..- 
No  more  this  faffiica.rSiKl,iVtgi&lbj;aidi  .1  :  086 

The  Gods,  and  aDdie  (ire«k^  ndw  toiaw  tbo  trtith. . 
Bqt  give  me  inftantly  s  gilllAit'baHc'       :    11 
With  twenty  n>wei»,vftjU!'d'4ik«r.caurielbjiria 
To  whatfoevBr.**«lislbi>'lg«>- .i  .      '  ■'..■      ',  ' 

To  fandy  Pylus,  a<nl  Ol^.hgdieii  tBcnce'  -  285 

To  Lacedemon,  tidings  to  obtua  -  .     ~. 

Of 
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Of  my  long-abfent  Sir*  or  from  «he  1^  . 

Of  man,  or  bf  ,a  woid.fFD|n  Joxe  vouchiafed      . 

Himfelf,  beft  fdurae'<7f  notice  to  jnankind. 

If,  there  inform'd  that  ft^l  mjr  father  Kvcs  199- 

I  hope  conceive.of.jhis'retutn,.  although 

BUIrefs'd,  I  flrall  te  patient  yet  a  ynus^  ^ .  ..... 

But  Ihould  I  learn,  ^ply,  dtat  b«..iumve> 

No  longer,  then,  retomiog,.  I  will  rai&  - 

At  home  hisitomb,  will.'witlL  fqdi  .jwnnp  perform     .  .  195 

His  fun'ral  litevipriiu'gRat  namkdenaods, 

And  give  my  mbther'i  hand  towhoml  saay.  .     ■'■'  ' 

This  faid,  he  <^  and  .xftdr  liim  arofe 
Mentor,  illuftrious  l^ftaTLirieitid,!  i^  ,   .    ■   • 

To  whom,  embarkia^Aitic^  Irit ]aa4'CM%n*4'     -      3*9 
All  his  concerns,  that(<faV')ild,'Clu«£  night  rule 
His  family,  andlteep-thetibale feancA.  . 
Arifing,  thus  tliirfiaim  :fi^g^ -begib. 

Hearme,  ye  IthaoarotibttaeyfeJUiiag   .  ■■.      ..•• 
Henceforth,  benevoiaMy  igatrntm,  bonaos  305 

Or  righteous,  but  Utrerctj  fceptied  hand 
Sole  mercilefi,  aiiddsaliilsfForig^aloitcy.  . '  - 

Sibce  none  of  all  ]Hrpa«illei.ii^wu  he  fwaf'4 ' 
With  &ah  patbrnai  geiitleB4&'ai>d:J«W,  .. 
Remembers  the  divine  Ulyflgi  Boore  I  310 

That  the  imptrioiu&ilon'thiK'KMiU.  weave 
The  web  of  mifthief.  and  atnxaous  vmag,. 
I  grudge  not;  fince "at hazard  of  lhei|r'headsi 
They  make  Ulyflet'  propnty.  a  prey, 
•  .'       '  F  »  Periuaded 
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Perfuaded  that  the  Hero  comes  tie  moreii^  31 S 

But  much  thd  people' move  inc.;  bow-^  iit  o  ">  , 
All  mute,  and  tliough:aiMiraltitads,  :yioiirielves j 
Qppofed  to  few,  •  liCjue  not  3  fingte  word  . 
To  check  the  licenfe  of  thefe  bcdd  inttudera  t 

Then  thus  LiocritusjBvtnpi'sibp.-  s.'  M.h  I  ,   .     gio 
Injurious  Mentor t  headlong^  ocaOtr t    :        -j'.  m':  1  . 

How  dar'ft  thou  (novetbeipdpidace  agakift  .  ,. 
T^^fuitOTft!  T?n{ftiaie'thef  AonUlfiiiditifaaiid,    . 
Numerous  as  (iJfiyiai>B^  to*ope  with  i*j .  ■  •  ii    .     ■< 
A  fesUl  the  prizci    'OriiUouM  thtf  JUng  hiiafelf <     '     jaj 
Of  Ithaca,  returning,  undert^fcie  ■:'•:.     .'    '   - 

T*  expell  the  joTial  fuitorjF.feto  we  Ksnfe,    ;   I  ; 
%I»^h  as  Pewek^'hUflftfeOce/mtaJTOh,:,'-      ■.■,  .• ;  ■     . 
His  prefente Jhoidd.'3ffbr(}"her  Utde/j«y  ;  .-  ;  '■ , 

For  fighting  fotewidiimjny,' I  be  fljiwldaiest.  .   :      J330! 
A  dreadful  death,     TttoOil  tiiMrifgrei  :Q)eak)fl:  laiinls^   ' 
As  for  Telemachiu,  letNtetofhim-.:;:.    :  ,.  ;      ,:i  •!.     1 
And  Hdytherfes  furmOi  fortiij  the:  fiiends:    .   . 
Long  valued  of  bis  Sile,;Wfth,  ^dlxBTpnishjl  ,  :..  .  _ 

Though  him  I  ju^ge:'&i;!Bk^«er*o.i)«nlBia  ,C:ii  •■  ;.     -^gg 
Long-time  cWWe«l!ediailre«*}Bij!flHiw*B»:(f  .[     ;     .       ,   ,..     i 

llian  to  perform  t\i.e -vo^jige^noiSiSKPpO&d^ :, 

^  iThu&  faying,  Liocr^»tSi.dift!l»«i i«.hSft»a]  ii:        1: 
The  council, .;W^,rtfli(8aB«fHj(<H(8»«rfe*Hght;  ,  .:  ^.  ii' 
Their  fev'ral  h9ijjg(i,  white-.aUithfsifoilori  BookU  '  i  ■/  34-* 
Ttence  to  th&paljl|Cs:of•.t4«ir,^)fefe(ltjC}llJ^■   ••.         , 
Meantime,  Telemachi^tffflJuR  sUij^folj  V;,.        :>  r  n     .' . 
,  ;  •,',.;:'i    ■;  ;.     I  Retiring, 
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Retiring,  in  the  furf  i  af  the  gray  Deep 

Firft  laved' his  hands,  then,  tI}U8  ta  PaUas  piay'd. 

O  Goddefs !  who  waft  yefterday  a  gueib 
Beneath  my  roof,  xai  didft  enjoin  me  then 
A  voyage  o'er  the  febij  Deep  in  qviefl: 
Of  tidings  of  roy  long-regretted  Sii«  1,     :   ■ 
Which  voyage,  all  in  Ithaca,  but  moft 
The  haughty  faitcKS,  obftinMe.itnpede^ 
Now  hear  my  fait  and  gnuaausinterpofeli . 

Such  pray'r  he  tarada;  tbeb  IKaUas*  in  the  formy,  • 
And  with  the  vsiee  of  iMetitoi,  drawing  nigh,. 
In  accents  wing'd,  him  kindly  thus  b«fpalc«. 

Tdemachus!  thou  (hidt  hereafter  pnrtC'   '■ 
Nor  bafe,  nor  poor  in  tatcntsi.    I^  in  tnitb,- 
Thou  have  received  from  heav'iv. thy,  fal!b«r1s  fbice^ 
Inftill'd  into  thee)  and  reftmbleftJum.      -    . 
In  promptnefs  both  of  -adbsa  and  9(  fpesdi,-      !    : 
Thy  voyage  ftiaU  not  ofelefs  te,  ot'Vain;. 
But  if  Penelope  prodncedi  theti  riot 
His  fon,  I,  then,  hope  ndt  &)r!g9ad  e£fe£t.  ,'       '. 
Of  this  defigB.whiah,"aiideii%i  ^diloulpurftidibi  - 
Few  fons  their  fathers  equal  4  moft  aj^ear.  i 
Degenerate ;  but  we-findi;  thopgh;  rare,.  fometim«Sii 
A  fon  fuperioi>«vei»  to-hisiSirei  ..  ..      ■..'.', 

Aod  fince  thyf£lf  flvUtineithec^faife'ba  found..' 
N(H' fpiritlefs,  nor  altogetinr. void'    ..;      .        ■'; 
Of  talents,  fuch:a>  gracetiiy  royaLSire,.       i .  -     .1 
I  therefore  hope  fucceli..of:>tliy. attempt.^    ,,  1;.  .;■• 
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Heed  not  the  fuitors  prt)j«i5bt;::ntithef  wife 
Are  they,' nor  juft,  nor  augljt  J&ripeit  the  doom 
Which  now  appraacbes  tbsm,  and  io  one  diy      ' 
Shall  overwhelm  them,  ail;     No  long.  Aifpenfe 
Shall  hold  thy  purpofed  cnltrptiM  ux  doubt,    .  375 

Such  help  from  me,  of;  old  tUp.&tl^s  itiendi.    : ,-,  ;  ,.  j 
Thou  fhalt  receiTe,:wl».witii.a)ljai*fji»dMi*'<ii!.  < ./  1  t 
Will  ferve  thee,  and:my£d£  aaeodrittef)  fimU-c  U.<iiik. 
But  hafte,  join  tbou tlta  AiUorst  an<kipi!»>i(lc^i  ill- >i;i  i.nV/ 
In  fepitat*  veflsld  itenftJi^  aibaeOd^iii  ftwesi.  fc  !uU;)ui  jSd 
Wine  in  thyjatte  apd-zfldiBV  tiMiftrengt»o^I?imi,i  .rn  J'f  i 
In. fltins  dofe-feam'di     I  !iriU,imBBntii]^c^  iBic&.  .'Mi :.   -.V 
$Veh  as  flia^  y)eitmtfirf.^Tp^.titf  toilsjj  ^  :.  y  f*-.;  .  .••... 
In  fea-girt  Ithaca  ntwiflgiips.'aadtdkl  '<;  ■;  c;    .:v;t  q:'  ;.  11^ 
Abound,  arid  Iwiltcbuft,  oiiTfeWi  £tt  tb«e:'i;;  ;  iif 

The  prime  of  ^.nlnGitHi^An|ift;motttdd»gr  .  .V 

We.. will  launch  ont  itVBithi!  ii]>tiQUl.Dacp.    ■ 
.    Thus  Pallas  fpake^idtkighter.oC  jpTO;  aor  long^n     >.   ' 
So  greeted  by  the  ^niice  diidiat  ToniuiVl  >         1 

Telemachus,  buttpt  hil.p«lBct«ciit  .  <    .  ..sg^ 

OiftrefsM  in  heait...'JIeiioaq*the.iuitore  thqf6      .   ' 
Qoats  flaying  in.tteli<ill,  «Dd;£>tml  firinsMj  .    -  >i 

Roafting;  wbenirith  a  laiqgh  Antinoas  flnc  :      ■■■.'  f:, 
To  meet  him,  faften'd  on  liis.hand,'.aBd  &U^ 

Tdemachus,  in  cInqtMiuc  iubUroe,      .      .    '  .   ' '  ^5 
And  of  a  {pint  not  Co  be  «aiitrMl!d  1 
ei-ve  barhriBi'jn  Ay .baeaft  on  no  aceoont    > 
T9  after-grudge  or,  enmity-,  biit  eat,.      .:../. 
.   •\.:..\  Far 
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Far  rather,  chearfuUy  sa  heretofore. 

And  freely^dnnkj  comniitting  all  thy  cares  400 

To  the  Achaians,; who  ilhall  foniifh  forth 

A  gallant  ihip  and  chofen  crew  for  diee. 

That  thou  may'ft  henoe  to  Pylm  with  all  fpeed^ 

Tidings  to  Idam  of  thy  iUuftriotu  Sire. 

To  whom  Tetendnis,  difctete,-  replied.  405 

Antinous!  Ihwra  no  hairt  da  fidaft 
With  guefts  f»  tnfUeot,  nor  con  indidge 
The  pleafures  of  s  mind  at  cafe,  with  yau; 
1st  not  eomghy  fiittors,  that  ye  hare  itfed         . 
My  noble  patrimooy  as  yonr  own  410' 

While  I  was  yet  a  child  I  now,  grown  niMiire, 
And  competent  to  underftand  the fpeedii  :  ■:  !■ 
Of  my  inftruaors,'  fedliag,  too,  .a^mted  "  :  ' 
Within  me  coniooui  of  angaseated  pem'ts^  ' 
I  will  attempt  your  Ttun,  he;  afiilred,'  415 

Whether  at  Pylias,.  or 'ODntinaingMrb^   ,;  ■, 
I  go,  indeed,  (nor  OaH  my  voyage  prove  •..    -.  1 
Of  which  I  fpeak,  bootleg  or  vaip}  I  go  - 

An  humble  paflfcogM-,  wito  BCitbtr  bfirk   ■. ,.  > 

Nor  rowershiyeto  boaftnkyinnif'dteiid  I  ;;  r<  -':    ^nc^ 
That  honour  (<b  ye,jndg>d  it  b^)!by  yoti.    • 

He  &id^  and  fnaa. Antinoiis'  haadliis  owa     '  ' 
Diewfodden.     Then  their  ddicate  n^afl  •! 

The  bufy  fuitcrs  on  all  fdes  pnpaiiidv'  '    .  .  1:  A 

Still  taunting  as  tfasy <<oa'd,.aiid  witb  Oarpifttdt  -.■  ^af 
Sarcaftic  wantoning,  of  whom  a  youth,  •  ■  :■  i  ■  ;  >': 

Anqgaitt 


,  Google 


4».  HOMER'S    ODYS3EY.  Book  II. 

Arrogant  as  his  fellows,  thus  begarn  ■ ' '  . 

ijlee  it  plain,  Teleniachus  intends 
Our  (laughter;  either  he  will  aids  prottjre      .       ' 
From  fandy  Pylus,  or  wiU  bring  therolattn'd  •      430. 

From  Sparta;  fuch  is  his  tretaendous  drift. 
Even  to  fruitful  Ephyre,  perchance,  ■ 

He  will  proceed,.. feekingibme  b^neftUrliierbi 
Which  caft  into  our  cup,  Iball  drugius:all.       .   : . 

To  whom  fome  haughty  :fi*tor  tthus  replied, .  .  4;}^/ 
Who  knows  butrtJiat  himlelf,  wand'ring  the  fea  ;,  [  c.' . 
From  all  his  fri^t  andikinfipe^tifv  remote,'  i,  j;  s 

May  perifh  like  Ulyfles  ?  Whence  to  us  ,    :,:.;• 

Should  doul^e,  toil  enfue,  oq .  whom  the  chargq  ^ , 
To  parcel  out  his  Wealth  would,  then  devolve,  .  440 

And  to  endow  his  mother  with  the  houfe      '  ;  ■ 

For  his  abode  whom  flie  ihojrid  chance  to  wed.  >, 

-  Sg  fported  they ;  but  he,  afceinding,  fought  .        ■ 

His  father's  lofty  chamber,  where  his  beaps.  ,    : 

He  kept  of  brafs  and  gold,  garments  in  chefts,         ■    445 
And  oils  of  fragrant  fcent,.^- copidus  ftore. 
There  many  a  calk  with  feafon'd  nedlariill'd    ;    ' 
Xhe.grapes  pure  juice  d^via^  bfifide  the  wall,'     ., 
Stood  orderly  acraoged,  waiting  the  hour  .':'        ,       • 
(Should  e'er  fuch  hour  arrive)  wh?n,  after.  *oes  ,         450 
Num'rous,  Ulyffes  flioyild  regain  his  home.  "• 

Secure  that  chamber  was  with  folding  doors    .:..  i 

Of  mafly  bJj^s  compajft,  and,  night  and  day, .         :  ,,. 
Within  it  antient  Ejiryclea  dwelt,  , 
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Guardian  difcrete  of  all  the  treafures  there,  .  455 

Whom,  thither  call'd,  Telemachus  addrefs'd. 

Nurfe !  draw  me  forth  fweet  wine  into  my  jars, 
Delicious  next  to  that  which  thou  referv'ft  , 

For  our  poor  wandYer ;  if  efcaping  death 
At  laft,  divine  Ulyffes  e'er  return.  460 

Fill  twelve,  and  flop  them  dofe ;  pour  alfo  meal  - 
Well-mill'd  (full  twenty  meafures)  into  flcins 
Clofe-feam'd,  and  mention-  what  thou  daft  to  none. 
Place  them  together ;  for  at  even-tide 
I  will  convey  them  hence,  foon  as  the  Queen,  465 

Retiring  to  her  couch,  ihall  feek:  repofe; 
For  hence  to  Sparta  will  I  take  jmy  Cpurie, 
And  fandy  Pylus,  tidings  there  to  hear 
(If  hear  I  may)  of  my  lov'd  Sire's  return. 
He  ceas'd,  then  wept  his  gentle  nurfe  that  found         470 
Hearing,  and  in  wing'd  accents  thus  replied. 

My  child !  ah,  lyherefore  hath  a  thought  fo  rafh 
Poflefs'd  thee  ?  whither,  only  and  belov'd, 
Seek'ft  thou  to  ramble,  travelling,  alas ! 
To  diftant  climes  f  Ulyfies;  is  no  more ;  475 

Dead  lies  the  Hero  in  fome  land  unknown. 
And  thou  no  fponei;  fljalt  depart,  than  thefe 
Will  plot  to  flay  thee,  and  divide  thy  wealth. 
No,  ftay  with  us  wiiD  love  thee.     Need  is  none 
That  thou  fhould'ft  on  the  barren  Deep,  diftrefs  480 

Encounter,  roaming  wjthout  hope  or  end. 

•  G  Whom, 
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;.  'Whom,  prnaent,  thus  anfwer'd  •JFelemachus. 
Take  courage,  nurfe !  for  not  without  confent 
Of  the  Immortals  I  have  thus  refolved. 
But  fwear,  that  'tiB  «Ieven  days  be  paft,  485 

Or  twelve,  or,  'till  enquiry  t»ade,  flie  !eam 
Neifelf  my  going,  thou  wilt  nought  impart 
Of  this  my  purpofe  to  my  mothei*s  ear, 
Left  all  her  beatitics  fade  by  grief  impai^d. 

He  ended,  and  tha  antient  matron  fwore  490 

Solemnly  by  the  Gods ;  which  done^  ft»  fill'd 
■\SSl*i  wine  the  veffels  and  the  fldhs  vrith  meal. 
And  he,  returning,  joiny  the  throng  ^below. 

Then  Pallas,  Qodtkcfi  aiure-eyod,  her  thoughts 
Elfewhere  direffing,  all  the  city  ranged  495 

In  femblance  of  Tslemachus,  each  man 
E^Ehorting,  at  the  dufk  of  eve,  to  feek       ' 
The  gallant  Ihip,  and  from  Noe'mon,  fon 
Renown'd  of  Phronius,  afkvl,  herielf,  a  bark. 
Which  foon.as  aft'd,  he  promis'd  to  fupply.  500 

Now  fet  the  fun,  and  twilight  dimm'd  the  ways. 
When,  drawing  down  his  bark  into  the  Deep, 
He  gave  her  all  her  fiauiture,  oars,  arms 
And  tackle,  fuch  as  well-built  galleys  bear. 
Then  moor'd  her  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay.  505 

Meantime,  his  mariners  in  hafte  repair'd 
Down  to  the  fliore,  for  PaDas  urged-  them  on. 
And  now,  on  other  purpojes  intent. 
The  Goddefs  fought  the  palace,  where  with  dews 
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Of  flumber  jJreHching  ey'ry  ftutor's  eye,  S"> 

She  fool'd  tb«  druii|k«f<l  multitude,  and  dalh'd 

The  goblets  frorathfir  idle  hands  aw»y. 

They  through  the  eityrsflfid,  hopjiy  to  leave    .       ;    . 

The  dull  caroji&J^  Tflien  the  flumb'reus  Wright 

Opf«ieffive  on  their  eyelids  onoe  h»rt  fcllji.  $15 

Next,  Pallas  azure»^yed  in  Mentor's  form 

^nd  with  the  *<%;««f:Menti?r,  fain^ojling  ;    .    : 

Telemachus  abr«id,  hJiB  tjiusibefpalie.     ..  ,-. 

Telemachus!.aJteady-«jt  th^  oais    . 
Sit  all  thy  fellow-voyagsrsj;  and  wait  ' .,  .  iiO 

Thy  ciiwjijjjgj.-lipg^  oof)  but  hafte  away. 

This  faid,  Minerva  Jfid  Wjtt  tbeDcs,  whom  hB 
With  nimble  fteps  f<^W'd>  and,  on  th«  <hore 
Arrived,  foand  all  ^  EAarinfss  prepared, 
Whom  thus  the  pritwly  voyi^er.addrpfs'd.  525 

Hafte,  my  companions!  bring  we  down  the  ftores 
Already  forted  and  fet  forth ;  bat  nought 
My  mother  kt\pws,  or  any  of  her  train 
Of  this"  defign,  one  matron  fole  except. 

He  Ipake,  and  led  them  ;  they,  obedient,  brought    530 
All  down,  arid,  as  Ulyiles'  fon  enjoin'd. 
Within  the  gallant  bark  the  charge  beftow*d. 

Then,  led  by  Pallas,  went  the  prince  on  board. 
Where  down  they  fat,  the  Goddefs  in  the  ftem. 
And  at  her  fide  Telemachus.     The  crew  535 

Caft  loofe  the  hawfers,  and,  embarking,  fiU'd 
The  benches.     Blue-eyed  Pallas  fix)m  the  Weft 

G  I  Call'd 
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CaD'd  forth  propitiBus  breezes ;!  frefh  they  cnrled 

The  fable  Deep,  and,  founding,  fwept  the  waves. 

He  loud-exhorting  them,  his  people  bade  540 

Hand,  brHk,'the  tackle ;  they,  obedient,  reared 

The  pine-tree  maft,  which  in  its  foeket  deep 

They  lodg'd,  then  ftrainM  the  cordage,  and  with  thongs. 

Well-twifted,  drew  the  Ihining  fail  aloft. 

A  land-brceze:fill*d  thfi  canvas,  and  th6  Aood    ■'  545 

Roar'd  as  fee  wentagainft'the  fteady  hafk     ; 

That  ran  with  even  ooorife  her  liqiud  way.' 

Th?  rigging,  thus,  of  all  the  gaBBy  fe»i 

Their  beakers  crowning  high  With  wtflejtfeey  haiPd 

The  ever«liWng  Gods,  but- above  all   ■  .       '  SJO 

Minerva,  daughter  aziare-eyed  of  Jove*  -      ■ 

Thus,  all  night  long  the  g^ley,  and  till  dawn 

Jlad  brighten'd  into  day,' dea*«dfwift' the  flood.'    '     1' 
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Telemachus  arflvkig  at  Pylus,  enquires  of  Neftor  concecqing- 
Ulyflcs.  Neftor  relates  to  him  all  that  he  knows  or  has  heard  of' 
the  Greecians  fince  their  departure  from  the  fiege  of  Troy,  but  not 
being  able  to  give  him  any  latisfit£fory  account  of  VlyScs,  refers 
him  to  Menelaus.  At  evening  Minerva  quits  Telemachus,  but 
difcovers  herielf  in-  going.  Neftor  facrifices  to  the  Goddefs,  and 
the  iblemnity  ended,.  Telemachus  fets  forth  for  Sparta  in  one  of 
Neilor's  chariots,  and.  accompanied  by  Neftor's  fon  PiJiftratus. 


B     O      OK  III. 

THE  fun,  emerging  from  the  lucid  waves,. 
Afcended  now  the  brazen  vault  with  light 
For  the  inhabitants  of  earth,  and  heav'n,. 
When  in  their  bark  at  Pylus  they  arrived. 
City  of  Neleus.     On  the  fliore  they  found  j 

The  people,  facrificing;  bulls  they  flew 
Black  without  fpot,,  to  Neptune  azure^air'd. 
On  ranges  nine  of  feats  they  fat;,  each  range 
Received,  five  hundred,,  and  to  each  they  made: 
Allotment  equal  of  nine  fable  bulls.  I« 

The  feaft  was  now  begun ;,  thefe  eating  fat. 

The 
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The  entrails,  thofe  flood  olTring  to  the  God 

The  thighs,  his  portion,  when  the  Ithacans 

Pufli'd  right  aihore,  and,  ftirling  clofe  the  fails. 

And  making  fait  their  moorings,  difembark*d.  '  1 5 

Forth  came  Telemachus  by  P^as  led. 

Whom  thus  the  Goddefs  azure-eyed  addrefs'd. 

Telemachus !  there  is  no  longer  room 

For  bafhful  fear,  fines  thou  haft  crofs'd  the  flood 

With  purpofe  to  enquire  what  land  conceals  ao 

Thy  father,  and  what  fate  hath  follow'd  him. 

Advance  at  oclce  to  the  equeftriaa  Chief 

Neftor,  witMn  whofe  bofom  lies,  perha{>9. 

Advice  well  Worthy  of  thy  f^arch ;  entreat 

Himfelf,  that  he  will  tellthee  only  truth,  25 

Who  will  not  lye,  for  he  is  paffing  wife. 

To  whom  Telemachus  difcrete  replied. 
Ah  Mentor !  how  can  I  advance,  how  greet 
A  Chief  like  him,  unpraiAis'd  as  I  am 
In  manag'd  phrafe  i  Shame  bids  the  youth  beware         30 
How  he  accofts  the  man  of  many  years. 

But  him  the  Goddefs  anfwer'd  azure-eyed, 
Telemachus !  Thou  wilt,  in  part,  thyfdf  ' 
Fit  fpeech  devife,  and  heav'n  will  give  the  reft ; 
For  thou  waft  neither  born,  nor  haft  been  train'd  35 

To  manhood,  under  unpropitious  Pow'fs. 
■   So  faying,  Minerva  led  him  thence,  whom  he 
With  nimble  fteps  attending,  foon  arrived 
Among  the  multitude.     There  Neftor  fat. 
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And  Neftor's  fons,  white,  buCly  the  feaft  40 

Tending,  his  num'rous  followeis  inafted,  £>me) 

The  viands,  fome,  transfix'd  them  with  the  fpits. 

They  feeing  gueite  aurived,  together  all 

Advanced,  and,  grafping  courteoufljr  their  haads> 

Invited  them  ta  fit ;  but  firft,  the  fon  45 

Of  Neilor,  young  Pififtratus,  approaeh'd. 

Who,  faifning  on  the  hands  of  both,  belide 

The  banquet  placed  them,  where  the  beach  was  l^read 

With  fleeces,  and  where  Thrafymedes  fat 

His  brother,  and  the  hoary  Chief  his  Mre. '  50 

To  each,  a  portion  of  the  inner  parts 

He  gave,  then  fiffd  a  gdden  cup  with  win^ 

Wliich,  tailed  firft,  he  to  the  daughter  bore 

Of  Jove  the  Tbund1«r,  and  her  thus  beJpake. 

Oh  gueft  r  the  King  of  Ocean  now  adore !  55 

For  ye  have  chanced  oti  NeptuneV  feffival ; 
And,  when  thou  haft,  thyfdf,  libation  made 
Duly,  and  pray'r,  deUver  to  thy  friend 
The  gen'rou»  juice,  that  he  noay  aHb  mdfce 
Libation ;  for  be,  donbtlefs,  feeks  in  prayer  (o 

The  Immortals,  of  wbofe  favour  all  have  need. 
But,  fince  he  younger  is,  and  with  myfelf 
Coeval,  firft  I  give  thq  cup  to  tlKe. 

He  ceas'd,  and  to  her  hand  oonfign'd  the  cup^ 
Which  Paltas  gtadty  from  a  youth  received  Sj 

So  juft  and  wife,  who  to  herfelf  had  firft 
The  golden  cup  prefented,  and  in,  pray'r 
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Fervent  the  Sov'reign  of  the  Seas  adored. 

Hear,  earth-encircler  Neptune !  O  vouchfafe 
To  us  thy  fuppliants  the  defired  effbift  70 

Of  this  our  voyage  ;  glory,  firft,  beftowr 
On  Neftor  and  his  offspring  both,  then  grant 
To  all  the  Pylians  fuch  a  gracious  boon 
As  fliall  requite  their  noble  offering  well. 
Grant  alfo  to  Telemachus  and  me  75 

To  voyage  hence,  poffefs'd  of  what  we  fought 
When  hither  in  our  fable  bark  we  came. 

So  Pallas  prayM,  and  her  own  pray*r  herfelf 
Accomplifli'd.     To  Telemachus  Ihe  gave 
The  fplendid  goblet  next,  and  in  his  turn  8p 

Like  pray'r  Ulyifes*  fon  alfo  preferr'd. 
And  now  (the  banquet  from  the  fpits  withdrawn) 
They,  next,  diftributed  fuflScient  ihare 
To  each,  and  all  Were  fumptuoufly  regaled.     . 
At  length  (both  hunger  fatisfied  and  thirft)  85 

Thus  Neftor,  the  Gerenian  Chief,  began. 

Now  with  more  feemlinefs  we  may  enquire. 
After  repaft,  what  guefts  we  have  received.         ; 
Our  guefts !  who  are  ye .'  Whence  have  ye  the  waves 
Plough'd  hither?  Come  ye  to  tranfai^  concerns  go 

Commercial,  or  at  random  roam  the  Deep    '-       .  ,  ' 

Like  pirates,  who  with  mifchief  charged  and  woe    ■ 
%o  foreign  States,  oft  hazard  life  themfelves .' 

Him  anfwerM,  bolder  now,  but  ftill.  difcrete, 
Telemachus.     For  Pallas  had  his  heart  95 

With 
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With  manly  courage  arm'd,  that  he  might  alk 
From  Neftor  tidings  of  his  abfent  Sire, 
And  win,  himfelf,  diftin£tion  and  renown. 

Oh  Neftor,  Neleus'  fon,  glory  of  Greece ! 
Thou  aflceft  whence  we  are.     I  tell  thee  whence.         lotf 
From  Ithaca,  by  the  umbrageous  woods 
Of  Neritua  o'erhung,  by  private  need, 
Not  publick,  urged,  we  come.     My  enand  is 
To  feek  intelligence  of  the  renown'd 
Ulyffes ;  of  my  noble  father,  prais'd  loj 

For  dauntlefs  courage,  whom  report  proclaims 
Conqueror,  with  thine  aid,  of  facred  Troy. 
We  have  already  leam'd  where  other  Chiefe 
Who  fought  at  Ilium,  died ;  but  Jove  coQiteals 
Even  the  death  of  my  illufttious  Sire  no 

In  dull  obfcurity ;  for  none  hath  heard 
Or  confident  can  anfwer,  where  he  dy'd  j 
Whether  he  on  the  continent  hath  fall'n 
By  hoftile  hands,  or  by  the  waves  o'erwhelm'd 
Of  Amphitrite,  welters'  in  the  Deep.  1 1 5 

For  this  caufe,  at  thy  knees  fuppliant,  I  beg 
That  thou  would'ft  tell  me  his  difaft'rous  end. 
If  either  thou  beheld'ft  that  dread  event 
Thyfelf,  or  from  fome  wanderer  of  the  Greeks 
Haft  heard  it;  for  my  father  at  his  birth  120 

Was,  fure,  predeftin'd  to  no  common  woes. 
Neither  through  pity,  or  o'erftrain'd  refpeft 
Flatter  me,  but  explicit  all  relate  . 

H  Which 
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Which  thou  h^  witne&'d.     If  my  noble  Sire 

E'er  gratified  thee  by  jperformance  juft  i;{ 

Of  word  or  deed  at  Ilium,  where  ye  fell  ' 

So  aum'rous  flain  in  fight,  obi  recolle& 

How  his  fidelity,  and  tell  me  true. 

Then  Neftor  thus  G^renian  Hero  old. 
Young  friend !  fince  Hum  remiod'ft  mcb  fpeaking  thus,  13a 
Of  all  the  woes  which  indefatigable 
We  fons  of  the  Achaians  there  fuflain'd, 
iBo&  thofe  which  waad'cing  on  the  Deep  we  bore 
Wherever  by  Achillea  led  in  queft 

Of  booty,  and  the  many  woes  befide  13  j 

Which  under  royid  Priam's  ipnaaai  walls 
We  fuffer'd,  knaRr,  that  there  our  braveft  fell. 
Sraere  warlike  Ajax  lies,  there  Peleus'  fon ; 
There,  too,  Patrodas,  £ke  t&e  Gods  themfelves 
In  council,  and  my  Ibn  bdoved  there,  t4» 

Brave,  virtuous,  fwift  of  foot,  and  btdd  in  fight, 
Antilochus.     Nor  aire  thefe  foprows  all; 
What  tongue  of  mortal  man  couM  all  relate  > 
Should"!!  thoo,  abiding  here,  five  years  employ 
Or  fix,  enquiring  of  the  woes  endured  j^g 

By  the  Achaians,  ere  thoa  fiiould'ft  have  leam'd 
The  whole,  thou  would'ft  depart,  tir'd  of  the  tale. 
Fcor  we,  nine  years,  ftratagems  of  aU  kinds 
Devifed  againft  them,  and  Satamian  Jove 
Scarce  crown'd  the  diffiaih  attempt  at  laft.  1 50 

There,  no  competitor  in  wiles  weU-plann'd 

Ulyfles 
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Vtyffes  found,' fo- fef  were: ^  fiirjafsM 
In  flirewd  invention-  by  thy  noble  Sire, 
If  thou  indeed'  act  his,  as  fure  thou  act, 
Whofe  light'breeds  wond»  in  me,  and  thy  fpeech      igj 
His  fpeech  refembles  more  than  might  be  deem'd 
'Within  the  fcope  of  years  fo  green  as-  thine. 
There,  never  in  opinion,  or  in  voice 
Illuftriqns  ITlyfles  and  myfelf 

Divided  were,  but,  one  in  hespt,  contrived  i6» 

As  beil  'we  might,  the'  benefit  af  all. 
,?»£  after  Priam's  lofty  city  fack'd,: 
And  the  departure  vf  the  Qreeks  on  board 
Their  barksi  and  whiqn  the  Gods  had  fcattei'd  them) 
Then  Jove  imagioM  for  the  Ar^ve  hoft  ..**S 

A  forrowf ul  return ;  for  neither  juft 
WsraaJIi  nor  prudent,,  theiefore  many  found 
M  fate  difaft'rous  through  the  vengeful  ire 
Of  Jove-bom  Pallas,  who  between  the  fons 
Of  Atreus  iharp  contention  interpofed.  17* 

They  both,  irregularly,  and  againft 
JiuA  order,  fummoningby  night  the  Greeks. 
To  council,  of  whom  many  came  with  wine 
Opprefs'd,  promulgated  the  caufe  for  which 
They  had  convened  the  peo^e.     Then  it  was  tjs 

That  Menelaus  bade  the  .general  hoft 
Tb«r  thoughts  bend  homeward -o'er  the  facred  Dee{V 
Which  Agamemnon  in  no  fort  approved. 
His  counfel  was  to  ftay  them  yet  at  Troy, 

H  2  That 
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That  fo  he  might  aSiiage  the  dreadful  wfath  iSw 

Of  Pallas,  firft,  by  facrifice  and  pray'r. 

Vain  hope !  he  little  thought  how-  ill  (hould  fpeed 

tffiat  fond  attempt,  foi",  once  provok*d,  the  Gods 

Are  not  with  eafe  conciliated  again. 

Thus  flood  the  brothers,  altercation  hot  •       185 

Maintaining,  'till  at  length,  uprofe  the  Gr^ks 

With  deaf  ning  clamours,  and  with' difTring- minds. 

We-flept  the  nigbft;  but  teeming  with  difguft  ■ 

Mutual,  for  Jove  great  woe  prepar'd  for  all.        - 

At  dawn  of  day  we  drew  our  gallies  down  i$» 

Into  the  fea,  and^,  hiftyj  put  oh  hcfanJ  • 

The  fp911s"an<i-fehiale  captives'.     Hsilf  the  hoft, 

With  Agamemnonj  ion-  of  "Atiieus,  ftay'iJ 

Supreme  commander,  and,  embarking,  half 

Pufti'd  forth.'  Swift  courfe  we  made,,  for  Neptune  liilboth'd 

The  waves  beforfe  us  of  the  monftrous  Deep,  196^ 

At  Tenedos.arriv'd,  we  there  perform'd 

Sacrifice  to  the  Godsi  ardent  to  reach 

Our  native  land,  but  unpropitious  Jove, 

Not  yet  defigning  our  arrival  there,  aoo 

InvoNed  us  in  diiTention  fierce  again. 

For  all  the  crews,  followers  of  the  King, 

Thy  noble  Sire,  to  gratify  our  Chief, 

The  fon  of  Atreus,  chofe  a  difiPrent  courfe. 

And  fl:ee»y  their  oary  barks  again  to  Troy.  405 

But  i,  affured  that  evil  from  the  Gods 

Impended,  gath'ring  all  my  gallant  fleet. 
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Fled  thence  in  hafte,  and  warlike  Diomede 

ExhoKing  his  attendants,  alfo  fled. 

At  length,  the  Hero  Menelaus  join'd  219 

Our  fleets  at  Lelbos ;  there  he  found  us  held 

In  deep  deliberation  on  the  length 

Of  way  before  us,  whether  we  ftiould  fteer 

Above  the  craggy  Chios,  to  the  ifle 

Pfyria,  that  ifland  holding  on  our  left,  215 

Or  under  Chios  by  the  wind-fwept  heights 

Of  Mimas.     Then  we  aik'd  from  Jove  a  fign. 

And  by  a  fign  vouchfafed  he  bade  us  cut 

The  wide  fea  to  Eubcea  theex;  athwart. 

So  fooneft  to  efcape  the  threat'ned  harm.  210! 

Shrill  fang  the  rjfing  gale,  and  with  fwift  prows 

Cleaving  the  fi^y  flood,  we  reach'd  by  night 

Gerseftus,  where  arrived,  we  burn'd  the  thighs 

Of  num'rous  bulls  to  Neptune,  who  had  fafe 

Conducted  us  through  all  our  perilous  courfe.  225. 

The  fleet  of  Diomede  in  fafety  moor'd 

On  the  fourth  day  at  Argos,  but  my&ii 

Held  on  my  courfe  to  Pylus,  nor  the  wind 

One  moment  thwarted  us,  or  died  away. 

When  Jove  had  once  commanded  it  to  blow.  230' 

Thus,  uninform'd,  I  have  arrived,  my  fon ! 
Nor  of  the  Greecians,  who  are  faved  have  heard, 
Or  who  have  perifli'd ;  but  what  news  foe'er 
1  have  obtairi'd  fince  my  return,  with  truth 
I  will  relate,  nor  aught  conceal  from  thee.  23$. 

The 
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The  fpear-famed  Myrmidons,  as  rumour  fpeaks. 
By  Neoptolemus,  illuftrious  fon 
0£-  brave  Achilles  led,  have  l^fe  arrived; 
Safe,  PhUo£let«s  aHb,  fon  renown'd 

Of  Paeas ;  and  Idomeneus  at  Crete  240 

Hath  landed  all  his  followers  who  fiirvive 
The  bloody  war,  the  waves  have  fwaliow'd  none. 
Te  have  yourfelves  doubtlefs,  ^though  remote. 
Of  Agamemnon'  heard,  how  he  return'd. 
And  how  .^jgtfitius  cruelly  contriTed  245 

For  him  a  bloody  welcome,  bat  himfelf 
Hath  with  his  own  lifi;  paid  the  murth'rous  deed. 
Good  is  it,  therefore,  if  a  fon  furvive 
The  Hain,  fince  Agamemnon^s  fon  hath  well 
Avenged  his  father's  death,  flaying,  himfelf,  ajo- 

.^gillhus,  foul  aifaflin  of  his  Sire. 
Young  friend  !  (for  pleas'd  thy  vig'roufr  youth  I  view. 
And  juft  proportion)  be  thou  alfo  bold. 
That  thine  like  his  may  be  a  deathlefs  name. 

Then,  prudent,  him  anlwer*d  Telemachus.  255 

Oh  Neftor,  Neleus'  fon,  glory  of  Greece ! 
And  righteous  was  that  vengeance ;  bis  renown 
Achaia's  fons  l&all  far  and  wide-  di6Rafe, 
To  future  times  tranfmitting  it  in  fongi 
Ah !  would  that  fuch  ability  the  Gods  260 

Would  grant  to  me,  that  I,  as  well,  the  deeds 
Might  punilh  of  our  fuitors,  whofe  excefs 
Enpnnous,  ai\d  whofe  bitter  taunts  I  feel 
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CoQtinual,  objed  of  their  fubtle  hate. 

But  not  for  me  fuch  happineis  the  Gods  265 

Have  twined  into  my  thread;  no,  not  for  me 

Or  for  my  father.     Patience  is  our  part. 

-  To  whom  Gerenian  Neftor  thus  replied. 
Young  friend !  (fince  thou  remind'ft  me  of  that  theme) 
Fame  here  reports  that  num'rous  fuitors  haunt  170 

Thy  palace  for  thy  mother's  fake,  and  there 
Much  evil  perpetrate  in  thy  defjnght. 
But  fay,  endufft  thou  willing  their  controul 
Imperious,  or  becaufe  the  people,  fway'd 
By  fome  refponfe  oracular,  incline  17S 

Againft  thee?  But  who  knows?  the  time  may  come 
When  to  his  home  reftored,  rither  alone. 
Or  aided  by  the  force  of  all  the  Greeks, 
Ulyffes  may  avenge  the  wrong ;  at  leaflv 
Should  Pallas  azure-eyed  thee  love,  as  erft  380 

At  Troy,  the  fcene  of  our  uonumber*d  woes. 
She  lov'd  Ulyffes  (for  I  have  not  known 
The  Gods  aHifting  fo  apparently 
A  mortal  man,  as  him  Minerva  there) 
Should  Pallas  view  thee  alfo  With  like  love  285 

And  kind  iblicit^de,  fbme  f^w  of  thole 
jB^euld  dream,  perchance,  of  wedlock  tiever  more. 

Then  anfwer  thus  Telemachus  retum'd. 
That  word's  accomplilhment  1  cannot  hope  ; 
It  promifes  too  much ;  the  thought  alone  290 

O'erwhelms  me ;  an  event  ib  fortunate 
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Would,  unexpedted  on  my  part,  arrive, 
Although  the  Gods  themfelves  Ihould  purpofe  it. 

But  Pallas  him  anfwer'd  cjerulean-eyed. 
Telemachus  !  what  word  was  that  which  leap'd  295 

The  iv'ry»  guard  that  ftiould  have  fenced  it  in  .' 
A  God,  fo  willing,  could  with  utmoft  eafe 
Save  any  njan,  howe'er  remote.     Myfelf, 
I  had  much  rather,  many  -woes  endured, 
Revlfit  home,  at  laft,  happy  and  fafe,  300 

Than,  fooner  coining,  die  in  my  own  houfe. 
As  Agamemnon  periflVd  by  the  arts 
Of  bafe  jEgifthus  and  the  fnbtle  Queen. 
Yet  not  the  Gods  themfelves  can  fave  from  death 
All-levelling,  the  man  whom  moft  they  love,  305 

When  Fate  ordains  him  once  to  his  laft  fleep. 

To  whom  Telemachus,  difcrete,  replied. 
Howe'er  it  intereft  us,  let  us  leave 
This  queftion.  Mentor !  He,  I  am  alTured, 
Returns  no  more,  but  hath  already  found  310 

A  fad,  fad  fate  by  the  decree  of  heav'n. 
But  I  would  now  interrogate  again 
Neftor,  and  on  a  diflFerent  theme,  for  him 
In  human  rights  I  judge,  and  laws  expert. 
And  in  all  knowledge  beyond  other  men ;  315 

For  he  hath  govern'd,  as  report  proclaims, 

*  EfMS  ttnruv.     Prior  alluding  to  this  exprclBon,  ludicroufly  renders  it 
«  Wlien  words  like  tliefe  in  vocal  breatli 
**  Burft  from  liis  tfrofbld  liedge  of  teetli." 
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Three  generations ;  therefore  in  my  eyes 

He  wears  the  awful  imprefs  of  a  God. 

Oh  Neftor,  fon  of  Neleus,  tell  me  true; 

What  was  the  manner  of  Atrides"death,  jao 

Wide-ruling  Agamemnon  ?  Tell  me  where 

Was.Menelaus?  By  what  means  contrived 

.(Egifthus  to  inflidl  the  fatal  blow, 

Slaying  fo  much  a  nobler  than  himfelf  ? 

Had  not  the  brother  of  the  Monarch  reach'd  3»S 

Achaian  Argos  yet,  but,  wand'ring  Itill 

la  other  climes,  by  his  long  abfence  gave 

iEgifthus  courage'  for  that  bloody  deed  ?  ... 

Whom  anfwer'd  the  Gereniaa  Chief  renown'd. 
My  fon!  I  will  inform  thee  true ;  meantime  330 

Thy  own  fufpicions  border  on  the  fail. 
Had  Menelaus,  Hero  amber-hair*d, 
jEgifthus  found  living  at  his  return 
From  Iliiim,  never  on  his  bones  the  Greeks 
Had  heap'd  a  tomb,  but  dogs  and  rav*ning  fowls  335 

Had  torn  him  lying  in  the  open  field 
Far  from  the  town,  nor  him  had  woman  wept 
Of  all  in  Greece,  for  he  had  foul  tranfgrefs'd. 
But  we,  in  many  an  arduous  taik  engaged. 
Lay  before  Ilium ;  he,  <he  while,  fecure  340 

Within  the  green  retreats  of  Argos,  found 
Occafion  apt  by  flatfry  to  delude 
The  fpoufe  of  Agamemnon ;  Ihe,  at  firft, 
(The  royal  Clytemrieftra)  firm  refufed  . 
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The  deed  difhonourable  (for  flie  bore  345 

A  virtuous  mind<  and  at  her  fide  a  bard 

Attended  ever,  vrhom  the  King,  to  Troy 

Departing,  had  appointed  to  the  charge.) 

But  when  the  Gods  had  purpofed  to  eofnare 

iEgifthus,-then  difmifling  far  remote  350 

The  bard  into  a  defart  ifle,  he  there 

Abandon'd  him  to  rav'ning  fowls  a  prey, 

AbA  to  his  own  home,  willing  as  himfelf 

Led  Clytemneftra.     Num'rous  thighs  he  burn'd 

On  all  their  hallow'd  altars  to'the  Gods,  35$ . 

And  hung  with  tapllry,  images,  and  gold 

Their  Ihrines,  his  great  exploit  paft  hope  atchiev'd. 

We  (Menelaus  and  myfelf )  had  failed 

From  Troy  together,  but  when  we  approach'd 

Sunium,  headland  of  th' Athenian  (hore,  360 

There  PhcEbus,  fudden,  with  his  gentle  fbafts 

Slew  Menelaus*  pilot  while  he  fteer'd 

The.  volant  bark,  Phrontis,  Onetor^  fon, 

A  mariner  paft  all  expert,  whom  none 

In  fteerage  match'd,  >ybat  time  the  tempeit  roar'd.        365 

Here,  therefore,  Menelaus  wa&  detained. 

Giving  his  friend  due  burial,  and  his  lites 

Funereal  celebrating,  though  in  ha*e 

Still  to  proceed.     But  when,  with  all  his.  fleet 

The  wide  fea  traverfing,  he  reach'd  at  length  370 

Malea's  lofty  foreland  in  his  courfe. 

Rough  pafliige,  then,  and  perilous,  he  found. 
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Shrill  blafts  the  Thund'rer  pour'd  into  his  fails, 

And  wild  waves  fent  him  mountainous.     His  (hips 

There  fcatter'd,  forae  to  the  Cydonian  coaft  375 

Of  Crete  he  pulh'd,  near  where  the  Jardan  flows. 

SelUle  the  confines  of  Gortyna  {lands, 

Amid  the  gloomy  flood,  a  fmooth  rock,  fteep 

Toward  the  fea,  againft  whofe  leftward  point 

Phaeftus  by  name,  the  South  wind  rolls  the  furge         380 

Amain,  which  yet  the  rock,  though  fmall,  repells. 

Hither  with  patt  he  came,  and  fcarce  the  crews 

Themfelves  efcaped,  while  the  huge  billows  broke 

Their  ftiips  againft  the  rocks ;  yet  five  he  faved. 

Which  winds  and  waves  drove  to  the  jEgyptian  Ihore. 

Thus  he,  provifion  gath'ring  as  he  went  386 ' 

And  gold  abundant,  roam'd  to  diftant  lands 
And  nations  of  another  tongue.     Meantime, 
^gifthus  thefe  enormities  at  home . 

Devifing,  flew  Atrides,  and  fupreme  390 

Ruled  the  fubjeiled  land ;  lev'n  years  he  t-eign'd 
In  opulent  Mycense,  but  the  eighth 
From  Athens  brought  renown'd  Oreftes  home 
For  his  deftruftion,  who  of  life  bereaved 
j5;gifthus,  bafe  aflTaflin  of  his  Sire.  .   395 

Oreftes,  therefore,  the  funereal  rites 
Performing  to  his  fliamelefs  mother's  fliade 
And  to  her  luftful  paramour,  a  feaft 
Gave  to  the  Argives ;  on  which  felf-fame  day 
The  warlike  Menelaus,  with  his  (hips  400 
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All  treafure-ladea  to  the  brink,  arrived. 

And  thou,  young  friend !  from  thy  forfaken  home 
Bove  not  long  time  remote,  thy  treafures  left 
At  mercy  of  thofe  proud,  left  they  divide 
And  wafte  the  whole,  rend'ring  thy  voyage  vain.         405 
But  hence  to  Menelaus-  is  the  courfe 
To  which  I  counfel  thee ;  for  he  hath  come 
01  .late  from  diftant  lands,  whence  to  efcape 
No  man  could  hope,  whom  tempefts  firft  had  driv'a 
Devious  into  fo  wide  a  fea,  from  which  41a 

.  Themfelyes  the  birds  of  heaven  could  not  atrive 
In  a  whole  year,  fo  vaft  is  the  expanfe. 
Go,  then,  with  fhip  and  Ihipmates,  or  if  more 
Thp  land  delight  thee,  fteeds  thou-  flialt  not  want  ' 
Nor  chariot,  and  my  &ns  fliall  he  thy  guides  415. 

To  noble  Lacedemon,  the  alxxle 
Of  Menelaus ;  aflc  from  him  the  truths 
Who  wU]  not  lye,  for  he  is  palling  wifew 

While  thus  he  fpake,  the  fun  declined,  and  night 
Approaching,  blue-eyed  Palbs  interpofed,  420. 

Oh  antient  King !  well  haft  thou  fpoken  aH. 
But  now  delay  not..    Cut  »  ye  forth  the  tongues. 
And  mingle  wine,  that  (Neptune  firft  invoked. 
With  dite  Ubation,  and  the  other  Gods) 
We  may  repair  to.  reft ;  for  even  now  4^5 

•  Itis  Ja'idto  have  been  cuftomary  in  the  days  of  Homer,,  when,  the  Greeks! 
letired  from  zbanqiwtto  their  beds,  to  cut  out  the- tongues  of  theviftims,  andoffe'r 
-  Ibem  to  the  Gods  in  particular  who  ptefidcd  over  converfation.. 
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The  fun  is  funk,  and  it  becomes  us  not 
Long  to  protract  a  banqupt  to  the  Gods 
Devpte,  but  in  fit  feafon  to  depart. 

So  fpake  Jove's  daughter  j  they  obedient  heard'. 
The  heralds,  then,  pour'd  water  on  their  hands,  4301 

And  the  attendant  youths,  filling  the  cups. 
Served  them  from  left  to  right.     Next  all  the  tongues 
They  caft  into  the  fire,  and  ev'ry  gueft 
Ariitng,  pour'd  libation  to  the  Gods. 
Libation  made,  and  all  with  wine  fufiiced,  435', 

Godlike  Telemachus  and  Pallas  both 
Would  have"  return'd,  incontinent,  on  -boanf. 
But  Neftor  urged  them  ftill  to  be  his  gueffis. 

Forbid  it,  Jove,  and  aH  the  Powts  of  heav^ !' 
That  ye  Ihould  leave  me  to  repair  on  board'  440' 

Your  veflel,  as  I  were  fome  needy  wretch 
Cloaklefs  and  deftitute  of  fleecy  ftores 
Wherewith  to  Ipread  the  couch  foft  for  myfelf. 
Or  for  my  gnefts.     No.     r  have  garments  warm 
An  ample  ftore,  and'  rugs  of  richeft  dye ;  445: 

And  never  Ihall  UlyiTes'  fon  belov'd, 
My.  friend's  own  fon,  flfeep  on  a  galley's  plank 
While  I  draw  vital  air;  grant  alfo,  heav'n. 
That,  dying,  I  may  leave  behind  me  foris- 
Olad  to  accommodate  whatever  gueft  f  4iO«' 

Him  anfwer'd  then  Pallas  cseralean-eyed; 
01d>.  Chief !  thou  haft  well  faid,  and  reafon  bidsj 
Telemachus  thy  kind  commands  obey,. 
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Let  him  attend  thee  hence,  that  he  may  fleep 

Beneath  thy  roof,  but  I  return  on  board  45  5 

Myfelf,  to  inftruft  my  people,  and  to  give 

All  needful  orders ;  for  among  them  none 

Is  old  as  I,  hut  they  are  youths  alike. 

Coevals  of  Telemachus,  with  whom 

They  have  embark'd  for  friendfhip's  fake  alone.  460 

I  therefore  will  repofe  myfelf  on  board 

This  night,  and  to  the  Caucons  bold  in  arms 

Will  fail  to-morrow,  to  demand  arrears 

Long  time  unpaid,  and  of  no  fmall  amount. 

But,  Cnce  he  is  become  thy  gueft,  aSbrd  46J 

My  friend  a  chariot,  and  a  fon  of  thine 

Who  fliall  direct  his  way,  nor  let  him  want 

Of  all  thy  fteeds  the  fwiftefl:  and  the  bell. 

So  faying,  the  blue-eyed  Goddefs  as  upborne 
On  eagles  wings,  vanilh'd ;  amazement  feized  470 

The  whole  affembly,  and  the  antient  King 
O'erwhelm'd  with  wonder  at  that  fight,  the  hand 
Grafp'd  of  Telemachus,  whom  he  thus  befpake. 

My  friend  !  I  prophecy  that  thou  flialt  prove 
Nor  bafe  nor  daftard,  whom,  fo,  young,  the  Gods         475 
Already  take  in  charge ;  for  of  the  Pow'rs  ' 
Inhabitants  of  hewv'n,  none  elfe  was  this 
Than  Jove's  own  daughter  Pallas,  who  among 
The  Greecians  honour'd  mpft  thy  gen'rous  Sire. 

But  thou,  O  Queen !  compaiSonate  us  all,  480 

Myfelf,  my  fons,  my  confort ;  give  to  each 
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A  glorious  name,  and  I  to  thee  will  gjver 

For  facrifice  an  heifer  of  the  yearj 

Broad-fronted,  one  that  never  yet  hath  borne^ 

The  yoke,  and  will  incafe  her  horns  with  gold.  ^S; 

So  Neftor  pray'd,  whom  Pallas  gradous  heanf.. 
Then  the  Gerenian  warrior  old,  before- 
His  fons  and  Tons  in  law,  to  his  abode- 
Magnificent  proceeded;  they  (arrived 
Within  the  fplendid  palace  of  the  King)  490 

On  thrones  and  couches  fat  in  order  ranged^ 
Whom  Neftor  welcom'd,  charging  high  the  cup 
With  wine  of  richeft  fort,  which  ihe  who  kept 
That  treafure,  now,  in  the  eleventh  year 
Firft  broach'd,  unfealing  the  dehcious  juice.  495 

With  this  the  hoary  Senior  fiU'd  a  cup, 
And  to  the  daughter  of  Jove  aegis-arm'd 
Pouring  Kbation,  ofier'd  fervent  pFay'r. 

When  all  had  made  libation,  and  no  wilh: 

Remain'd  of  more^  tlien  each  to  reft  retired,.  500 

And  Neftor  the  Gerenian  warrior  old 

1 

Led  thence  Telemachus  to  a  carved  couch 

Beneath  the  founding  portico  prepared. 

Befide  him.  he  bade  fleep  the  fpearman  bold,, 

Fififtratus,  a  g^lant  youth,  the  fole  joc 

Unwedded  in  his  houie  06 'all  his  fons.. 

Hipafelf  in  the  interior  palace  lay,^ 

Where  couch  and  cov'ring  for  her  ancient  fpoufe 

The  confort  Queen  had  diligent  i*eparB.:   '  - 
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But  when  Aurora,' daughter  of  :the  dawn,  5  to 

Had  tinged  the  Eaft,  arifing  froni  his  bed,    .. 
Gerenian  Neftor  iffned  forth,  and  fat 
Before  his  palaee-gate  on  the  white  ftones 
Relplendent  .as  with  oil,  on  w.hich  of  old  * 
His  father  Neleus  had  been  wont  to  (it,  5 1 S  ' 

In  council  Uke  a  God4-  but  he  had  fought. 
By  deitiny  difmifs^d.long  llnce,  the  ihades. 
Onthofe  ftones  therefore  now,  Neltor  himfelf, 
Achaia's  guardiae,  iat,.  jbeptre  in  hand. 
Where  foon  his  num'rous  fons,  levying  betimes  s«o 

The  place  of  their  repofe,  alfo  appeared, 
Echephron,  Stratius,  Perfeus,  Thrafymedes, 
Aretus  and  Pififtratus.     They  placed 
Godlike  Telemachus  at  Neftor's  fide. 
And  the  Gerenian  Hero  thus  began.'.  -5^5  ■ 

Sons  be  ye  quick— execute  with  difpatcli 
My  purpofe,  that  I  may  propitiate  firft 
Of  all  the  Gods  Minerva,  who  herfelf 
Hath  honour'd  manifeft  our  hallowed  feaft- 
Hafle,  one,  into  the  field,  to  order  thence  530 

An  ox,  and  let  the  herdfman  drive  it  home. 
Another,  hafting;  to  the  fable  bark 
Of  brave  Telemachus,  bring  hither  all 
His  friends,  fave  two,  and  let  a  third  command 
Laerceus,  that  he  come  to  enwrap  with  gold  535 

The  vifUm's  horns.     Abide  ye  here,  the  reft. 
And  bid  my  female-train  (for  I  intend      . 

A  banquet) 
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A  banquet)  with  all  diligence  provide  ■ 

Seats,  (lores  of  wood,  and  water  from  the  rock. 

He  faid,  whom  inftant  all  obey'd.     The  ox  540 

Came  from  the  field,  and  from  the  gallant  Ihip 
The  fliip-mates,  of  the  brave  Teleniachus ; 
Next,  charged  with  all  his  implements  of  art. 
His  mallet,  anvil,'  pincers,  came  the  fmith 
To  give  the  horns  their  gilding ;  alfo  came  545 

Pallas  herfelf  to  her  own  facred  rites. 
Then  Neftor,  hoary  warrior,  fumifh'd  gold. 
Which,  hammer'd  thin,  the  artift  wrapp'd  around 
The  viiftim's  horns,  that  feeing  him  attired 
So  coftly,  ^Pa^las  might  the  more  be  pleafed.  550 

Stratius  and  brave  Echephron  introduced 
The  vidtim  by  his  horns;  Aretus  brought 
A  laver,  in  one  hand,  with  flow'rs  embofs'd, 
And  in  his  other  hand  a  baiket  ftored 
With  cakes,  while  warlike  Thrafymedes,  arm'd  555 

With  his  long-hafted  ax,  prepared  to  fmite 
The  ox,  and  Perfeus  to  receive  the  blood. 
The  hoary  Nertoi-  confecrated  firft 
Both  cakes  and  water,  and  with  eameft  pray'r 
To  Pallas,  gave  the  forelock  to  the  flames.    "  560 

When  all  had  worlhipp'd,  and  the  broken  cakes 
Sprinkled,  then  godlike  Thrafymedes  drew 
Clofe  to  the  ox,  and  fmote  him.     Deep  the  edge 
Enter'd,  and  fenfelefs  on  the  floor  he  fell. 
Then  Neftor's  daughters,  and  the  conforts  all  565 
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Of  Neftor's  fons,  with  his  own  confort,  chafte 

Eurydice,  the  daughter  eldeft-hom 

Of  Clymenus,  in  one  (hrill  orifon 

Vocif  rous  jmn'd,  while  they,  lifting  the  ox. 

Held  him  fupported  firmly,  and  the  prince  57* 

Of  men,  Pififtratus,  his  gullet  pierced. 

Soon  as  the  fable  blood  had  ceafed,  and  life 

Had  left  the  viftim,  fpreading  him  abroad. 

With  nice  addrefs  they  parted  at  the  joint 

His  thighs,  and  Wrapp'd  them  in  die  double  caw^       575 

Which  with  erode  flices  thin  they  overlprBad. 

Neftor  bum'd  inoenfe,  and  libation  pourVl 

latge  on  the  hilling  tnands,  while,  him  beiide, 

Bufy  with  fpit  and  prong,  flood  many  a  youth 

Train'd  to  the  talk.     If  he  thighs  confumed,  each  took 

His  pcnrtion  of  the  maw,  then,  flailhing  well  58-1 

The  remnant,  they  tranfpierced  it  willi  the  Ijrits 

Neatly,  and  held  it  reeking  at  the  fire. 

Meantime  the  youngeft  of  the  daughters-  fair 

Of  Neftor,  beauteous- Polycafte,  laved,  585 

Anointed,  and  in  veit  and  ttuiic  cloathed 

Telemachus,  who,  &  refrefli'd,  ftepp'd  forth 

From  the  bright  laver  graceful  as  a  God„ 

And  took  his  feat  at  antient  Neftor's  fide. 

The  viands  drefs'd,  and  from,  the  fpits  withdrawn,       590 

They  fat  to  ihare  the  feaft,  and  princely  youths 

Arifihg,  gave  them  wine  in  cups  of  gold. 

When  neither  hunger  now  nor  thirft  lemain'd 

Unfated, 
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Unfated,  thus  Gerenia'n  Neftor  fpake. 

My  fons,  arife !  lead  fprth  the  fprightly  fteeds,         59  j 
And  yoke  them,  that  Tejemachus  may  go. 

So  fpake  the  Chief,  to  whofe  qommaad  his  fons, 
Obedient,  yoked  in  hafte  the  rapid  fteeds, 
And  the  intendant  matron  of  the  ftores 
Difpofed  meantime  within  the  chariot,  bread  6o9 

And  wine,  with  dainties,  fiich  as  princes  eat. 
Telemachus  into  the  chariot  firft 
Afcended,  and  befide  him,  ■  next,  his  place 
Pififtratus  the  fon  of  Neftor  took, 

Then  feiz'd  the  reitis,  and  lafh'd  the  courfers  on.         665 
They,  nothing  loth,  into  the  open  plain 
Flew,  leaving  lofty  Pylus  foon  afar. 
Thus,  journeying,  they  ftiook  on  either  fide 
The  yoke  all  day,  and  now  the  fetting  fun 
To  dulky  evening  had  refign'd  the  roads,  610 

When  they  to  Phene  came,  and  the  abode 
Reach'd  of  Diodes,  whofe  illuftrious  Sire 
Orfilochus  from  Alpheus  drew  his  birth. 
And  there,  with  kindnels  entertain'd,  they  flept. 

But  when  Aurora,  daughter  of  the  dawn,  61  j 

Look'd  rofy  from  the  Eaft,  yoking  the  fteeds. 
They  in  their  fumptuous  chariot  fat  again. 
The  fon  of  Neftor  plied  the  lafti,  and  forth 
Through  veftibule  and  founding  portico 
The  royal  coiufers,  iwt  unwilling,  flew.  620 
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A  cora-invefted  land  recdv'd  them  next, 
And  there  they  brought  their  journey  to  a  dofe. 
So  rapidly  they  moved ;  and  now  the  fun 
Went  down)  and  even-tide  dimm'd  all  the  ways. 
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Telcmachus,  with  Pifiilratus,.  arrives  at  the  palace  of  Menelaus, 
from  whom  he  rcdcives  feme  frefliinfonnationconcemingthc  return  of 
the  Greecians,  and  is  in  particular  told  on  the  authority  of  Proteus* 
that  his  father  is  detained  by  Calypfo.  The  fuitors,  plotting  againft 
the  life  of  Telemachus*  lie  in  wait  to  intercept  him  in  his  return 
to  Ithaca.  Peneldpe  being  informed  Of  his  departure,  and  of  their 
defigns  to  flay  him^  becomes  inconfokble,  but  is  relieved  by  a  dream 
fent  to  her  from  Minerva. 


B     O     O     K         IV. 

IN  hollow  Lacedaemon's  ^adous  vale 
Arriving,  to  the  houfe  they  drove  dhe& 
Of  royal  Menelaus ;  him  they  found 
In  his  own  palace,  all  his  num'irous  friends 
Regaling  at  a  nuptial  banquet  giv'ii  5 

Both  for  his  daughter  and  the  prince  his  fbn. 
His  daughter  to  renown'd  Achilles'  heir 
lie  fent,  to  whom  he  had  at  Troy  engaged 
To  give  her,  and  the  Gods  now  made  her  his. 
With,  chariots  and  withfteeds  he  fent  her  forth  10 

■  To 
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To  the  illuftrious  city  where  the  prince, 

Achilles'  ofBpririgi  rOled  the  Myrmidons. 

But  to  his  fon  he  gave  a  Spartan  fair, 

Aleftor's  daughter ;  from  an  handmaid  fprang 

That  fon  to  Menelaus  in  his  age,  15 

Brave  Megapenthes ;  for  the  Gods  no  child 

To  Helen  gave,  mSde  mother,  once,  of  her 

.Who  tied  in  perfe<a  lovelinefs  of  form 

With  goldeh  Venus*  felf,  Hermione. 

Thus  all  the  neighbour  princes  and  the  friends]         20 
Of  ndble  Menelaus,  feafting  fat 
Within  his  fpacious  palace,  among  whom 
A  facred  bard  fang  fweetly  to  bis  hirp. 
While,  in  the  midft,  two  dancers  fmote  the  ground 
With  meafur'd  fteps  refponfive  to  his  fong.  15 

And  now  the  Heroes,  Neitor's  noble  fon 
And  young  Telemachus  arrived  within  ' 

The  veftibule,  whom,  iffuing  from  the  hail. 
The  noble  Eteoneus  of  the  train 

Of  Menelaus,  faw ;  at  once  he  ran  30 

Acrofs  the  palace  to  report  the  news 
To  his  Lord's  ear,  and,  ftanding  at  his  fide. 
In  accents  wing'd  with  hafte  thus  greeted  him. 

Oh  Menelaus!  Heav'n-defcended  Chief! 
Two  guefts  arrive,  both  ftran^ers,  hut  the  race  35 

Of  Jove  fupreme  refembling  each  in  form. 
Say,  fliall  we  loofe,  ourfelves,  their  rapid  fteeds. 
Or  hence  difmifs  them  to  fome  other  hoil } 

But 
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Eut  Menelaus,  Hera  gol4m>-IuiT% 
Indignant  anfwer'd  him.    Boethe's  ion !  40 

Thou  waft  not,  £t«oneas,  heretofore,. 
A  babbler,  who  now  prateft  as  a.child< 
We  h»ve  ourfelvBS  arrived  indebted  much) 
To  hofpitality  of  other  men. 

If  Jove  ftiall,  evei^  here,  fijmp  paufe  at  Iftft'  45 

Of  woe  afford  us.     Therefore  loofe,  at  once,. 
Their  fteeds,  and  introduce  them  to  the  feaft,. 

He  laid,  and,  ifliiing,.  ECeoneus  cajl'd 
The  brilk  attendants  to  his  aid,  with  whom- 
He  loos'd  tjjeir  foaming  courfers  from  the  yofce.  5* 

Them,  firft  they  bound  to  mapgersj  which  wife  oats 
And  mingled  barJey  they  fupplied,  then  thnift 
The  chariot  fidekngto  the  fplendid  *waU;. 
Themfelves- he,  next,  into  the  royal  houfe 
Conduced,  who  furvey'd,  wond'ring,  the  abode  ■  5:5; 

Of  the  heav'h-favour'd  King ;  for  on  all  fides 
As  with,  the  fitaidow  of  the  fun  or  moon 
The  lofty  dome  of  Menelaus  blazed. 
Satiate,  at  length,  with  wonder  at  that  fight,. 
They  enter'd  each  a  bath,  and  by  the  hands  €a 

Of  maidens  laved,,  and  oiVAj  and  doath'd  again. 
With  fliaggy  mantles  and  re^endent  vefts,, 
Sat  both  enthroned  at  Menelaus'  fide. 
Andinow  a  miuden.  charged  with  golden  ew'r, 

*  Hefychiiu  tells  us^.that  the  Greecians  ornamented  with  much  attention  the 
front  wall  at  th|U  couita  fer.thc  aAwtation  of  failengersf 

And. 
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And  with  an  argent  liifrw^'^iftiiiing  fitfl-   ■      ■■  ■  ■"- '    '65 
Rire  water  on  theii  hands,  filpplied  tHein  next) 
With  a  bright  table,  i^hich -the  maiadh,  chief! 
In  oflSce,  furnifti'd  jflentedliflywith  bfead  ,.:;.:; 

And  dainties,  remnants  of  tht iaft  regate.  'V.:.  ■    :i.' 
Then  came  the  few'r,  who  with  delicious  meats  70 

Difli  after  dift),' fervid  thetn,  and^placed  befide        -      . 
The  chargersjtUps  teagnifiidht  of  gold,  • 
When  MenelaUS-gtafp'd'thtir  hands,  and  faid.. 

Eat  and  rejoice,  and  when  ye  fliall  have  flvared  ' 
Our  nuptial  banquet,  we  will,  then,  inquire  75 

Who  are  ye  both;  for,  certain,  hot  from  thbfe  - 
Whofe  generation  perilhes  are  y4(  .   :  : 

But  rather  of  Xome  race  of  fceptred  Chiefs 
Heav'n-bom ;  the  bafe  have  never  fons  Kke  you. 

So  faying,  he  from.  t!re:board  lifted  his  own      .         80 
Djftinguilh'd  portion,! and  the  fatted  chine     •■ 
Gave  to  his  guefts ;  the  fav'ry  viands  they 
With  outftretch'd  hands  aifaird,  and  when  the  force 
No  longer  now  of  appetite  they  felt, 
Telemachns,  inclining  clofe  his  head  85 

To  Neftor's  fon,  left  others  Ihould  his  fpeech 
Witnefs,  in  whifperM  words  hiiri  thus  addrefs'd. 

Deareft  Pififtratus,  obferve,  my  friend  ! 
How  all  the  echoing  palace  with  the  light 
Of  beaming  brafs,  of  gold  and  amber  fliines   •  90 

Silver  and  ivory  !  for  radiance  fuch  . 
Th*  interior  manlion  of  Olympian  Jove. 

I  deem. 
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I  deem.     What  .wealth,  how  various,  how  immenfe 
Is  here !  aftonifh'd  I  furvey  the  fight ! 

But  Menelaus,  golden-hair'd,  his  fpeech  9S 

O'erhearing,  thus  in  accents  wing'd  replied. 

My  thildren !  let  no  mortal  man  pretend 
Comparifon  with  Jove ;  for  Jove's  abode 
And  all  his  ftores  are  incorruptible. 
But  whether  mortal  man  with  me  may.»ie  loo 

In  the  difplay  of  wealth,  or  whether  not, 
Thjs  know,  that  after  many  toils,  endvired, 
And  perilous  wand'rings  wide,  in  the  eighth  year 
I  brought  ray  treafures  home.     Remote  I  roved 
To  Cyprus,  to  Phoenice,  to  the  fliores  105 

Of  .(Egypt;  .Ethiopia's  land  I  reach'd, 
Th'  Erembi,  the  Sidonians,  and  the  coafle 
Of  Lybia,  where  the  lambs  their  foreheads  (hew 
At  once  with  horns  defended,  foon  as  yean'd. 
There,  thrice  within  the  year  the  flocks  produce,        no 
Nor  mailer,  there,  nor  fliepherd  ever  feels 
A  dearth  of  cheefe,  of  flefli,  or  of  fweet  milk 
Delicious,  drawn  from  uddets  never  dry. 
While,  thus,  commodities  on  various  coafts 
Gath'ring  I  roam'd,  another,  by  the  arts  115 

Of  his  pernicious  fpoufe  aided,  of  life 
Bereav'd  my  brother  privily,  and  when  lead 
He  fear'd  to  lofe  it.     Therefore  little  joy  • 
To  me  refults  from  all  that  I  poflefs. 
Your  fathej^  (be  thofe  fathers  who  they  may)  •ao 

L  Thefe 
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Thefe  things  have  doubtlefs  told  you ;  for  immenfe 

Have  been  my  fuflPrings,  and  I  have  deftroy'd 

A  palace  well  inhabited  and  ftored 

With  precious  furniture  in  ev'ry  kind ; 

Such,  that  I  vfOulil  to  heav'n !  I  own'd  at  home  125. 

Though  but  the  third  of  it,  and  that  the  Greeks 

Who  periflVd  then,  beneath  the  walls  of  Troy 

Far  from  fteed-paftured  Argos,  ftill  furvived. 

Yet  while,  fequefter'd  here,  I  frequent  mourn 

My  flaughter'd  friends,  by  turns  1  footh  my  foul  i  j* 

With  tears  flied  for  them,  and  by  turns  again 

I  ceafe  j  for  grief  foon  fatiates  free  indulged. 

But  of  them  all,  although  I  all  bewail. 

None  mourn  I  fo  as  one,,  whom  calUilg  back 

To  memory,  I  both  ileep  and  ftxjd  abhor..  ijj 

For,  of  Achaia's  fbas  none  ever  toiled 

Strenuous  as  Ulyfies  j  but  his  lot 

JVas  woe,  and  unremitting  forrow  mine 

For  his  long  abfence^  who,,  if  llijl  he  Kve^ 

We  know  not  aught,  or  be  already  dead.  f^-o, 

Him  doubtlefs,  old  Laerte»  mourns,  and  him. 

Btfcrete  Penelbpt,  nor  lefs  his  Ion 

Telemachus,  bora  newly  when,  he  fail'd. 

So  faying,  he  kindled  in  him  ftrong  de&e 
To  movuTi  his  father ;  at  his  father^  name  145 

Fall  fell  his  tear*  to- ground,  and  with  both  hands 
He  fpread  his  purple  cloak  before  his  eyes  f 
WJiich  Menelaus  marking,  doubtful  fat 
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'  If  he  Ihould  leave  him  leifure  for  his  tears^ 
Or  queftion  him,  and  tell  him  all  at  large.  15s 

While  thus  he  doubted,  Helen  (as  it  chanced) 
Leaving  her  fragrant  chamber,  came,  ^uguft 
As  DiWi  goddefs  of  the  gcddea  bow. 
Adrafta,  for  her  ufe,  fet  forth  a  throne, 
Alcippe  with  foft  arras  cover'd  it,  1 55. 

And  Philo  brought  her  Clver  baflcet,  gift 
or  fair  Alcandra,  wife  of  Polybus, 
Whofe  manfion  in  ^Egyptian  Thebes  is  rich 
In  untold  treaftire,  and  who  gave,  himfelf. 
Ten  golden  talents,  and  two  filver  baths  i6o 

To  Menelaus,  with  two  fplendid  tripods 
Befide  the  noble  gifts  which,  at  the  hand 
Of  his  illuftrious  fpoufe,  Helen  receiv'd ; 
A  golden  fpindle,  and  a  baflcet  wheel'd, 
Itfelf  of  filver,  and  its  lip  of  gold.  165 

That  balket  Philo,  her  own  handmwl,  placed 
A>  beauteous  Helen's  fide,  charged  to  the  brim 
With  {lender  threads,  on  which  the  fpindle  lay, 
Witti  wool  of  purple  luftre  wrapp'd  around. 
Approaching,  on  her  foot-ftool'd  throne  flie  fat,  179 

And,  inflant,  of  her  royal  fpoufe  enquired. 

Know  we,  my  Menelaus,  dear  to  Jove ! 
Thefe  guefts  of  ours,  and  whence  they  have  arrived  I 
Erroneous  I  may  fpeak,  yet  fpeak  I  muft  ( 
In  man  or  woman  never  have  I  feen    .  175 

Such  likene^to  another  (wonder- iixt 

L  2  '  I  gaze) 
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I  gaze)  as  in  this  ftranger  to  the  fon 

Of  brave  Ulyfles,  whom  that  Hero  left 

New-born  at  home,  when  ((hamelefs  as  I  was) 

For  mjr  unworthy  fake  the  Greecians  failed  1 80 

To  Ilium,  with  fierce  rage  of  battle  fired. 

Then  Menelaus,  thus,  the  golden-hair'd. 
1  alfo  fuch  refemblance  find  in  him 
As  thou ;  fuch  feet,  fuch  hands,  the  caft  *  of  eye 
Similar,  and  the  head  and  flowing  locks.  iSj 

And  even  now,  when  I  UlyfTes  named. 
And  his  great  fufferings  mentioned,  in  my  caufe. 
The  bitter  tear  dropp'd  from  his  lids,  while  broad 
Before  his  eyes  his  purple  cloak  he  fpread. 

To  whom  the  fon  of  Neftor  thus  replied.  190 

AtridesI  Menelaus!  Chief  renown'd! 
He  is  in  truth  his  fon,  as  thou  haft  faid, 
But  he  is  modeft,  and  would  much  himfelf 
Condemn,  if,  at  his  firft  arrival  here. 
He  fhould  loquacious  feem  and  bold  to  thee,  1 55 

To  whom  we  lifien,  captived  bythy  voice. 
As  if  fome  God  had  fpoken.     As  for  me, 
ICeftor,  my  father,  the  Gerenian  Chief 
Bade  me  conduct  him  hither,  for  he  wifti'd 
To  fee  thee,  promifing  himfelf  from  thee  aoo 

The  benefit  of  fome  kind  word  or  deed. 
For,  deftitute  of'  other  aid,  he  much 
His  father's  tedious  abfence  mourns  at  home. 

•  *  O^0(t^|Hwv  Ti  PeAsi. 

So 
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So  fares  Telemachus ;  his  father  'ftrays 

Remote,  and,  in  his  ftead,  no  friend  hath  he  205 

Who  might  avert  the  mifchiefe  that  he  feels. 

To  whom  the  Hero  amber-hair'd  replied. 
Ye  Cods !  the  offspring  of  indeed  a  friend 
Hath  reach'd  my  houfe,  of  one  who  hath  endured 
Arduous  conflife  num'rous  for  my  fake;  no 

And  much  1  purpos'd,  had  Olympian  Jove 
Vbuchfard  us  profp'rous  paffage  o'er  the  Deep, 
To  have  receiv'd  him  ■with  fuch  friendlhip  here 
As  none  befide.  'In  Argos  I  had  then    ' 
Founded  a  city  for  him,  and  hadrais'd  sij 

A  palace  for  himfelf ;  I  would  have  brought 
The  Hero  hither,  and  his  fon;  with  all 
His  people,  and  with  all  his  wealth,  fome  town 
Evacuating  for  his  fake,  of  thofe        • 
Ruled  by  myfelf,  and  neighb'ring  clofe  my  own.         a  lo 
Thus  fituate,  we  had  often  interchanged 
Sweet  converfe,  nor  had  other  caufe  at  laft 
Our  friendfhip  terminated  or  our  joys, 
4han  death's  black  cloud  otrlhadowing  him  or  me. 
But  fuch  delights  could  only  envy  move  '  245 

Ev'n  in  the  Gods,  who  have,  of  all  the  Greeks,' 
Amerced  iim  only  of  his  wiih'd  return.         ' 

So  faying,  he  kindled  the  defire  to  weep 
In  ev'ry  bofom.     Argive  Helen  wept 
Abundant^  Jove's  own  daughter ;  wept  as  faft  tga 

Telemac}ius  and  Menelaus  both ; 
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Nor  Neftor's  foil  with..tef(rle6  eyea  rejwin'd,.  •  -••  . 
Caiyng  to  miwj  ^tilqfliu;^*  tjy  thefont    •  . 

Illuftrious  of  th^,bughtAiwff^.fl|»iPj,  ■ 

■Rememb'ring  wfiofi^,  inascents  wingy  lie,  fajiU  ^35 

Atrides !   antiejot  Ne^qjj.  wlxen  of  late    .,      - 
Converfing  with  hiip)  we  rein^mberHi  thee. 
Pronounced  thee  wife- beyond  all  human-kind. 
Now  therefore,  let  not  eveij  my  advice       ,   -  , 
Difpleafe  thee.  ,  It  affords  me  no  delight  r         »49 

To  interminglei  tears  with  my  repail, , 
And  foon,  Aurora,  daughter  of  the.  dayip, 
Will  tinge  the  orient.-  :  Npt.that.1  account;  ■ 
Due  lamentation  of  a  ftiend-  deceafed . 
Blameworthy,  fincc)  to  iheer  the  lodts  and  weep,        a4S' 
Is  all  we  cap.  for  the^  unhappy  dead.     , 
I  alfo  have  my  grief,  calM  to  lament 
One,  not  the  meaneft  of  Achaia's  fons. 
My  brother ;  him  I  cannot  but  fuppofe 
To  thee  well-known,  although  unknown  to  me  a^o 

Who  faw  t  him  never ;  but  report  proclaims 
Antilochus  fuperior  to  the  moft. 
In  fpeed  fuperior,  and,  in  feats  of  arms. 

To  whoin,  tb?  Hero  of  the  yellow  locks. 
O  friend  belov'd !  fince  nought  which  thou  haft  fad    255 
Or  recommended  now,  would  have  difgraced 

•  Antilochus  was  his  brother.  f  The  ion  of  Aurora,  who  flew  Anti- 

Ittcbah  wasMeumpii.  %  BecaoTe  Pililbams.w&s.bom  after  Antilochus 

lud  liiiled  to  Tivy, 

.  A  man 
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A  man  of  years  maturer  far  than  thine, 

(For  wife  thy  father  is,  aiid  fuch  art  thou, 

And  eafy  is  it  to  difcern  the  ion 

Of  fuch  a  father,  whom  Saturnian  Jove  ado- 

In  tnarriage  both  and  at  his  birth  ordain'd 

To  great  felicity ;  for  he  hath  giv'h 

To  Neftor  gradually  to  fink  at  home 

Into  old  age,  and,  while  he  lives,  to  fee 

His  fons  paft  others  wife,  and  Ikill'd  in  arms)  265 

The  forrow  into  which  we  fudden  fell 

Shall  paufe.     Come— now  remember  we  the  feaft ; 

Pour  water  on  our  hands,  for  we  Ihall  find, 

(Telemachus  and  I)  no  dearth  of  themes 

For  mutual  converfewhen  the  day  (hall  dawn.  jyo- 

He  ended ;  then,  AfphaBon,  at  his  word. 
Servant  of  glorious  Menelaus,  poured 
Pure  water  on  their  hands,  and  they  the  feaft 
Before  them  with  keen  appetite  aflfail'd. 
But  Jove-born  Helen  otherwife,  meantime,  27  j 

Employ'd,  into  the  wine  of  which  they  drank. 
A^ug  infufed,  antidote  to  the  pains 
Of  grief  and  anger,  a  moft  potent  charin 
For  ills  of  ev'ry  name.     Whoe'er  his  wine 
So  medicated  driiiks,  he  ftiall  not  pour  28a 

All  day  the  tears  down  his  wan  cheek,  althougK  * 

His  father  and  his  mother  both  were  dead, 
Nor  even  though  his  brother  or  his  fon 
Had  611'n  in  battle,  and  before  his  eyes. '    ' 
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Such  drugs  Jove's  daughter  bwii'd,  with  Ikill  prepared, 

And  of  prime  virtue,  by  the  wife  of  Thone,  286 

^Egyptian  Polydamna,  given  her. 

For  jEgypt  teems  with  drugs,  yielding  no  few 

Which,  mingled  iwith  the  drink,  are  good,  and  many 

Of  baneful  juice,  and  enemies  to  life,  290 

There  ev'ry  man  in  (kill  medicinal 

Excells,  for  they  are  fons  of  ;Paeon  all. 

That  drug  infuled,  flie  bade  her  fervant  pour' 

The  bev'rage  forth,  and  thus  her  fpeech  refumed. 

Atrides !  Menelaus !  dear  to  Jove !  295 

Thefe  alfo  are  the  fons  of  Chiefs  renown'd, 
(For  Jove,  as  pleafes  him,  to  each  afligns 
Or  good  or  evi]^  whppn  all  things  obey) 
Now  therefore,  feafting  at  your  eafe  reclined, 
>  Liften  with  pleafure,  for  myfelf,  the  while,  300 

Will  matter  feafonable  interpofe. 
I  cannot  all  rehearfe,  nor  even  name, 
(Omitting  none)  theconfliils  and  exploits 
Of  brave  Ulyfles';  bjit  with,  what  addrefs 
Succefsful,  one  atchievement  he  perform'd  305 

At  Ilium,  where  Achaia's  fons  endured 
Such  hardftiip,  will  I  ^ak.     Infliiliog  wounds  . 
Diflionourable  on  hinvfelf,  he  took 
Jk  tattei'd  garb,  •  and  like  a  ferving-raan 
Entefd  the  fpacious  city  of  your  foes.  310 

So  veil'd,  fome  mendicant  he  feem'd,  although 
No  Greecian  lefs  deferved  that  name  than  he. 
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In  fuch  difguifehe  enter'd ;  all  alike 

Mifdeem'd  him ;  me  alone  he  not  deceived         : 

Who  challeng'd  him,  but,  flirewd,  he  tum'd  away.     315 

At  length,  however,  when  I  had  myfelf 

Bathed  him,  anointed,  cloath'd  him,  and  had  fwom  . 

Not  to  dedare  him  openly  in  Troy 

Till  he  fliould  reach  again  the  camp  and  fleet. 

He  told  me  the  whole  purpofe  of  the  Greeks.  3i9 

Then,  (many  a  Trojan  llaughtei'd,)  he  regain'd  ' 

Th^  camp,  and  much  intelligence  he  bore 

To  the  Achaians.     Qh  what  wailing  then 

Was  heard  of  Trtgan  women!  but  my  heart 

Exulted,  altefd  now,  and  wiftiing  home;  3*5 

For  now  my  cicime  committed  lender  fotte ; 

Of -Venus'  influence  I  de^ortd,  what  time 

She  led  me  to  a  country  far  remote, 

A  wand'rer  from  the  matrimonii  bed, 

From  my  own  child,  and  from  my  rightful  Lord        33* 

Alike  unblemifh'd  both  in  forth  and  mind. 

Her  anfwer'd  then  the  Hero  golden-haii'd. 
Helen !  thou  haft  weUfpoken;     All  is  true. 
I  have  the  talents  fathom'd  and  the  minds 
Of  num'rous  Heroes,  and  have  travell'd  far,  335 

Yet  never  faw  I  with  thefe  eyes  in  man 
Sudi  firmneft  as  the  calm  Ulyfles  own'd ; 
None  fuch  as  in  the  wooden  horfe  he  proved. 
Where  all  our  braveft  fat,  deiigning  woe 
And  Uoody  havoc  for  the  fons  of  Troy.,  340 
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Thou  thither  cam'ft,  itnpell'd,  as  it  Ihould  Ctem, 

By  fome  divinity  inclined  to  give 

Yi^torjc  to  our  foes,  and  vrith  thee  came 

Godlike  Deiphobust     Thrice  round  about 

The  hallow  ambufli,  ftriking  with  thy  hand         .        345 

Its  fides  thou  went'ft,  aQd  by  his  tiame  didft  call 

Each  prince  of  Greece,  feigning  his  coafoit'»Toioe. 

fefylelf  with  Dioniede,  and  with  divioe 

Ulyfles,  featedi  io  the  njudft,  tbecaB 

Heard  plain  and  loud ;  we  (Dioniede  aad  1}  35* 

With  ardour  bum'd  either  to  quit  the  hoile 

So  fummon'd,  or  to  aniwer  fsom  within. 

^W!)  all  impatient  as  we  were,  IAyfle« 

Controul'd  the  ralh  defign ;  £>  there  the  {bna 

Of  the  Achaians  filent  &t  ahd>  rbute,  3  j  j 

And  of  us  all  AntiduSt  vnoab)  alone 

Have  aufwery ;  but  Ulyflej,:  with  both  hands^ 

epoaprefiing  clofe  hj^  lips,  £tved  us,  nor  ceaCed! 

Till  Pallas  thence  coadudted'  thee  agaiin. 

Then  thus,  dilcnete,  Telemachas  re^dt  '•■  36a 

Atrides !  Mene]ia>& !  prince  ivnown'd  I 
Hard  was  his  lot,  whom  theje  rate  quoKties- 
Enferved  not,  neither  had  his  dauhtlefs  heart 
Been  iron,  had  he  leaped. his  cruetdoom. 
But  hafte,  difmifsi  ns  bence,  that  en  oar  bed»  365 

Repofed,  we  may  enjo^  fleep,  needful  now. 

He  ceas'd;  then  Ar^v*  Hekni  gaw  comnumd 
T<)  her  attendant  maidens,  to  prepare 
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Beds  in  the  poitioo  with  puqile  rngs 

Refplendent,  and  with  arras,  overfpread,  '  374 

And  cover'd  warm  with  doaks  of  ihagg^  jMtei 

Foith  went  the  maidens,  bearing  each  a  tordi, 

And  fpread  the  couches;  next,  the  herald  thetn- 

Led  forth,  and  in  the  veilibule  the  Sm 

Of  Neftor  and  the  youthful  Hero  flept,  37J 

Tdemachus ;  bttt  in  &e  interior  houfe 

Atrides,  with  the  lovelieft  of  hex  fex 

Belide  him,  HeleA  of  tli«  fweeping  ftole.  - 

But  when  Aurora,  ^ughter  of  the  dawn, 

Glow'd  in  the  Eaft,  dien  fiom  his  couch  arofe  380 

The  warlike  Menelaus,  frefh  attired'; 

His  faulchion  o'er  his  ihoulders  flung,  he  Bound 

His  fandals  fair  to  hii  unfullied  feet. 

And  like  a  God  ilTuiiig,  at  the  fide 

Sat  of  Telemachus;  to  whoijn  he  fpsHte.  3^5 

Hero!  Telemachus!  what  uigeat  canfe 
Hath  hither  led'  thee>  to  the  land  far^&med 
Of  Lacedaemon  o'er  the  fpacious  Dedp? 
Public  concern  of  private  i  Tell  mle  true. 

To  whom  Telemathus  difcrete  replied.  390 

Atrides !  Menelaus !  piince  renown'd ! 
News  feeking  of  my  Sire,  I  haive  arrived. 
My  houfehold  is  devbur'd,  My  frviitfiil  fields 
Are  defolated,  and  my  palace  fill'd 

With  enemies,  who  while  they  miitital  wa^e  39  J 

Proud  competition  fof  my  taotfier's  love, 

Ma  My 
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My  flodts  contmual  {laughter,  and  my  beeves. 
I^oi  this  caufe,  at  thy  knees  fnppliant,  I  beg 
That  thou  wouldft  tell  me.  his  difaftrous  end. 
If  either  thou  beheld'ft  with  thine,  own  eyes. 
His  death,,. or  from  fotite  wand'rer  of  the  Greeks, 
Hall  heard  it ;  for  po  codinibn  woes,  alasJ     .    ■- 
Vas  he  ordain'd  to  ihare  ev'n  from  the  womb*. 
Neither  through  pity  or  .o'eiiftrain'd  refpe£l '   .      ' 
Flatter  me,  but  explicit  all  itelate.  '■-■'■ 

Which  thou  haft  withe&Vl.     If  my  noble  Siie 
E'er  gratified  thee,  by  performance  juft 
9f  rWord  or  <Jefld  at  Ilium,  where  ye  fbll 
So  num'rous  {lain  ui  fight,  oh  recolleft 
Now  his  fidelity,  and  tell  me  true  D 

Then  Menelaus,  figtiiag  debp,  rejdiedt 
Ck)ds  I  their  ambition  is  to  rieacb  the  bedi 
Of  a  brave  man,  however  bafe  themfelves. 
But  as.it  chances,,  when  the  hart  hMh.  lay'ds 
Her  fawns  new-ycat^.and  fucklings  yet,  tO'reit 
Within  fome  dreadful- lion's  gloomy  den, 
She  roams  the  hills,  and  in  the  gralTy  vales 
Feeds  heedlefs,  tilLthe  liony  to  his  lair- 
Retum'd,  dtftroys  her  'and,  her  little-one%, 
So  them  thy  Sire.fl»aU  terribly  deftnoy.. 
Jove,,  Pallas  and- ApoBoi!  oh  that  fucb- 
As  erft  in  well-built  Leibos,  where  he  Urove 
With  Philome^des,  and  threw  him  flaf,: 
A.  fight  at  which  Achaia'sionsrejoic'd,,  r 
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Such,  now,  DlyfTes  might  aflail  them  all !  425 

Short  life  and  bitter  nuptials  Ihould  be  theirs^ 

But  th7  enquiries  neither  indire^ 

Will  I  evade,  nor  give  tiiee  £alfe  reply,. 

But  an  that  from  the  Antient*  of  the  Deep' 

I  have  receiv'd  will  utter,  hiding  nought.  430' 

As  yet  the  C3ods  on  ^Egypt's  fhore  detained 
Me  wiihing  home,  angry  at  my  negleft 
To  heap  their  altars  with  llain  hecatombs.. 
For  they  exadled  from  us  evermore 
Stria  rev'rence  of  thrar  bws.     There  is  an  ifle  435 

Amid  the  billowy  floodj  Pharos  by  name. 
In  front  of  jEgypt,  diflant  from  her  fliore 
Far  as  a  veff<rby  a  fprightly  gale 
Impell'd,  may  puih  her  voyage  in^  a  diy 
The  haven  there  is  geodr  and  many  a  fliip  440) 

{"inds  wat'ring  there  from  rivlets  on  the  coaft. 
There  me  the  Gods  kept  twenty  diiys,  no  breeze 
Irppitious  granting,  that  might  fweep  the  waves. 
And  ulher  to  her  home  the  flying  bark. 
And  now  had  ourprovifion,  all- confumed,  445: 

Left  us  exhaufted,  hut  a  certain  nymph 
Pitying  faved' me.     Daughter  feir  was  Ihe 
Of;  mighty  Proteus,  Antient  of  the  Deep,. 
Idothea  named ;.  her  moft  my  forrows  moved ; 
She  found  me  from  my  followers  all  apart  450- 

Wand'/ing  (for  diey  around  the  ifle,  with  hooks 

•Piotem. 
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Th«  fifhes  fnariiig  rosmed,  by  famine  wged) 
And  (landing  at  my  fide,  i»e  thus  befp«k«. 

Stranger !  thou  muft  be  ideot  bom,  or  weak 
At  leaft  in  intelleft,,  or  thy  cteli^  455 

Is  in  diflrefs  and  rois'ry,  yiho  delRyll 
To  leave  this  iilanda  wd  no  egrefs  hence 
Canft  iind,  although  thy  familh'd  pei^le  faiat. 

So  fpake  the  Godd^ftt  and  ]  thus  replied. 
I  tell  thee,  whofoa¥«i:  of  the  Povy'rs  46» 

Diyine  thou  art,  that  I  am  pciibn'd  here  : 
Not  willingly,  but  mvfi  have,  dppbtleaS,  £aaU 
Againft  the  deatble<fe.  tenants  of  thp  ikies. 
Yet  fay  (for  the  ImmortaU  all  things  know) 
What  God  detains  me,  and  my  courle  forbids  46$. 

Hence  to  my  country  g!er  the  fifby  Deep  .> 
.  So  I ;  to  whom  the  CSoddeli:  »U-divine, 
Stranger !  I  will  inform  thee  true.     A  feer- 
Oracular,  the  AtUient  of  the  Deep, 
Immortal  Prol«u8»  the  Egyptian,  hiunts  4701 

Thefe  Ihores,  familiar  with  all  Ocean's  gulphs,. 
And  Neptune's  fubjeil.     He  is  by  report 
My  father;  him  if  thou.ait  able  once 
To  feize  and  bind,,  he  will  prefcribe  the  conrle 
With  all  its  meafur^idiftances,,  by  *hich.  475 

Thou  (halt  regaiiiifecurB  thy  native  flinres. 
Hkwill,  moreover,  at,  thy  fujt  declare,. 
Thou  f»vout'4.Qf  tb»  (kiffis)  what  good,  what  ill 
Hath  in  thine  houfe  befall'n;  while  abfent  thou 


Thy 

,  Google 


BookIV.  HOMER'3     ODYSSET.  tj 

Thy  voyage  d^fficvdt  perform'^  and  long.  480 

She  fpake,  and  I  replied— Thyfelf  reveal 

By  'what  effefhial  bands  I  may  fecare 

The  antient  Deity  marine,  left,  wam'd 

Of  my  approach,  he  fimn  me  and  elcape. 

Hard  taik  for  mortal  hands  to  bind  a  Gkxl  f  48^ 

Then  thus  Idothea  anfwer'd  all-divine. 

I  will  inform  thee  true.     Soon  as  the  fun 

Hath  climb'd  the  middle  heav'n's,  the  proph«t  oM, 

Emerging  whfe  the  breezy  zephiyr  Mows, 

And  coverM  with  the  fcuro  of  ocean,  feeks  4^ 

His  fpacious  cove,  in  which  outftretch'd  he  lies. 

The  phorae*  alfo,  rifmg  from  the  waves, 

Of^ring  of  beauteous  Halofydna,  fleep 

Around  him,  num'rous,  and  the  filby  icent 

Exhaling  rank  of  the  unfathom'd  flood.  49} 

Thither  coDdu(3ing  thee  at  peep  of  day 

I  will  difpofe  thee  in  fome  £ife  lecefs. 

But  from  among  thy  followers  thou  ihalt  tSxaie 

The  braveft  thre«  in  aU  thy  gaUant  fleet. 

And  now  the  artifices  undciftand  5001 

Of  the  old  prophet  of  the  iea.     The  funs 

Of  all  Ms  phocaB  numb'ring  duly  firft, 

Htiyiril}  pafs  thMugh  tliem,-»id  \rt)en  all  by  fi1iE» 

He  counted  hath,  wiB  in  die  mktS  vefok 

Content,  as  fleeps  flie  Supherd  with  his.  flock.  505 

When  ye  ihall  fee  him  ftretch'd,  then  call  to  mind 

*  Seah,  «r  Ica-calvet. 
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That  moment  all  your  prowefs,  and  prevent, 
Howe'er  he  ftnve  impatient,  his  efcape. 
All  changes  trying,  he  will  take  the  form 
Of  ev'ry  reptile  on  the  earth,  will  feem  510 

A  river  now,  and  now  devouring  fire.; 
Bat  hold  him  ye,  and  grafp  him  ftill  the  more. 
And  when  himfelf  fhall  queftion  you,  reftored 
To  his  own  form  in  which  ye  found  him  firft 
HepoCng,  then  from  farther  force  abftain;  -   515 

Then,  Hero !  loofe  the  Antient  of  the  Deep, 
And  aflc  him,  of  the  Gods  who  checks  thy  cotirfe 
Hence  to  thy  country  o'er  the  fi&y  flood. 

So  faying,  (he  ^unged  into  the  billowy  wafte. 
I  then,  in  various  mufings  loft,  my  ihips  ji« 

Along  the  fea-ieach  ftation'd,  fought  again^ 
^.nd  when  I  reach'd  my  galley  on  the  Ihore 
We  fupp'd,  and  facred  night  falling. from  heav'n, 
Slept  all  extended  on  the  oceah-Ude, 
But  when  Aurora,  daughter  of  the  dawn,  515 

Look'd  rofy  forth,  penfive  beCde  the  fliore 
I  walk'd  of  Ocean,  frequent  to  the  Gods  . 

Praying  devout,  then  cbofe  the  fitted  three 
For  bold  affault,  and  worthieft  of  my  truft. 
Meantime  the  Gbddefs  ftoni  the  bolbm  wide  ^3^ 

Of  Ocean  riling,  "brought  us  thence  four  Ikins 
Of  phocae,  and  all  newly-ftript,  a  fnare 
Contriving  fubtle  to  deceive  her  Sire. 
Four  cradles  in  the  fand  Ihe  fcoop'd,  then  fat 
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Expeiling  US,  who  in  due  time  approach'd ;       ■  535 

She  lodg'd  us  fide  by  fide,  and  over  each 
A  raw  flcin  caft.     Horrible  to  ourfelves 
Proved  that  difguife,  whom  the  pernicious  fcent 
Of  the  fea-nourilh'd  phorae  fore  annoy'd ; 
For  who  would  lay  him  down  at  a  whale's  fide .'  540 

■  But  ftie  a  potent  remedy  devifed 
Herfelf  to  fave  us,  who  the  noftrils  footh'd 
Of.  each  with  pure  ambrofia  thither  brought 
Odorous,  which  the  fiihy  fcent  fubdqed. 
AU  morning,  patient  watchers,  there  we  lay ;  545 

And  now  the  numerous  phocse  from  the  Deep 
Emerging,  flept  along  the  Ihore,  and  he 
At  noon  came  alfo,  and  perceiving  there 
His  fatted  monfters,  through  the  flock  his  courfe 
Took  legf^,  and  fumm'd  them ;  with  the  firft  55* 

He  number'd  us,  fufpicion  none  of  fraud 
Conceiving,  then  couch'd  alfo.     We,  at  once, 
Loud-Ihouting  flew  on  him,  and  in  our  arms 
Conftrain'd  him  faftj  nor  the  fea-pi!ophet  old 
Caird  not  incontinent  ills  ihifts  to  mind.  5  5^ 

Firft  he  became  a  long-mahed  lion  grim. 
Then  dragon,  panther  then,  a  favage  boar,    , 
A  Jimpid  ftream,  and  an  o'erihadoMng  tree. 
We  perfevering  held  him,  'till  at  length 
The  Antient  of  the  Deep,  ftill'd  as  he  is  460 

In  wiles,  yet  weary,  queftion'd  me,  and  faid. 
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Oh  Atreu8*  fbn,  by  what  confed'rate  God 
Inftrui5ted  lieft  thou  in  wait  for  me. 
To  feize  and  hold  me ;  what  is  thy  defire,  ? 

So  He;  to  whom  thus  anfwer  I  return'd.  565 

Old  Seer !  thou  fcnow'ft ;  why,  fraudful,  fliould'fl;  thou  a(k  ? 
It  is  becaufe  I  have  been  prifon'd  long 
Within  this  ifle,  whence  I  have  fought  in  vain 
Deliv'rance,  'till  my  wonted  courage  fails. 
Yet  fay  (for  the  Immortals  all  things  know)  57* 

What  God  detains  me,  and  my  courfe  forbids 
Hence  to  my  country  o'er  the  filhy  Deep  ? 

So  I ;  when  thus  the  old  one  of  the  waves. 
*  But  thy  plain  duty  was  to  have  adored 
Jove,  firft,  in  facrifice,  and  all  the  Gods,  57^ 

That  then  embarking,  by  propitious  gales 
Irapell'd,  thou  migbf  ft  have  reach'd  thy  country  foon. 
For  thou  art  doom'd  ne'er  Jo  behold  again 
Thy  friends,  thy  palace,  or  thy  native  ihores, 
Till  thou,  have  feen  once  more  the  hallow'd  flood        580 
Of  jEgypt,  and  with  hecatombs  adored 
Bevout,  the  deathlefs  tenants  of  the  ikies. 
Then  will  they  fpeed  thee  whither  thou  defir'ft 

He  ended,  and  my  heart  broke  at  his  words. 
Which  bade  me  pais  again  the  gloomy  gtdph  585 

*  From  the  abniptnefs  of  this  beginning,  Virgil^  probablj^,  who  has  copied  the 
ttxxjy  took  the  hint  of  his  admired  exordium 

Namqii^te*  juvenumooiliideiuifime,  noftnw 
Egit  adice  domos. 
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To  MgYpt ;  tedious  courfe,  and  hard  to  atchieve ! 
Yet,  though, in  forrow  whelm'd,  I  thus  replied. 

Old  prophet !  I  will  all  thy  will  perform. 
But  tell  me,  and  the  truth  fimply  reveal ; 
Have  the  Achaians  with  their  ftiips  arrived  59a 

AH  fafe,  whom,  Neftor  left  and  I,  at  Troy  > 
Or  of  the  Chiefs  have  any  in  their  barks, 
Or  in  their  followers'  arms  found  a  dire  death 
Unlook'd  for,  fince  that  city's  fiege  we  clofed  ? 

I  fpake,  when  anfwer  thus  the  God  retum'd.  595 

Atrides,  why  thefe  queftions  ?  Need  is  none 
That  thou  (hould'ft  all  my  fecrets  learn,  which  once 
Reveal'd,  thou  would'ft  not  long  dry-eyed  remain. 
Of  thofe  no  few  have  died,  and  many  live  j 
But  leaders,  two  alone,  in  their  return  600 

Have  died  Cfhou  alfo  hlft  had  war  to  wage) 
And  one,  ftill  living,  roams  the  boundlefs  fea. 

*Ajax,  furrounded  by  his  galleys,  died. 
Him  Neptune,  firft,  againft  the  bulky  rocks 
The  Gyrae  drove,  but  faved  him  from  the  beep;         605 
Nor  had  he  perilh'd,  hated  as  he  was 
By  Pallas,  but  for  his  own  impious  boaft 
In  frenzy  utter'd,  that  he  would  efcape 
The  billows,  even  in  the  Gods'  defpight. 
Neptune  that  fpeech  vain-glorious  hearing,  grafp'd       610 
His  trident,  and  the  huge  Gyraean  rock 
Smiting  indignant,  dafli'd  it  half  away ; 

•  Son  of  Oilcus. 
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Part  ftood,  and  part,  on  which  the  boafter  fat 
When,  firft,  the  brainlick  fury  feiz'd  him,  fell, 
Bearing  him  with  it  down  into  the  gulphs  615 

Of  Ocean,  where  he  drank  the  brine,  and  died. 
Bilt  thy  own  brother  in  his  barks  efcaped 
That  fate,  by  Juno  faved ;  yet  when,  at  length, 
He  (hould  have  gain'd  Malea's  craggy  ihore. 
Then,  by  a  fudden  tempeft  caught,  he  flew  6io 

With  many  a  groan  far  o'er  the  fiOiy  Deep 
To  the  land's  utmoil  point,  where  once  his  home 
Thyeftes  had,  but  where  Thyeftes'  fon 
Dwelt  then,  vEgifthus.     Eafy  lay  his  courfe 
And  open  thence,  and,  as  it  pleafed  the  Gk>ds,  615 

The  Ihifted  wind  fpon  bore  them  to  their  home. 
He,  high  in  exultation,  trod  the  fhore 
That  gave  him  birth,  kifs'd  it,  and,  at  the  iightf 
The  welcome  fight  of  Greece,  flied  many  a  tear. 
Yet  not  unfeen  he  landed ;'  for  a  fpy,  630 

One  whom  the  Ihrewd  ./Egifthus  had  feduced 
By  promife  of  two  golden  talents,  mark'd 
His  coming  from  a  rock  where  he  had  watchM 
The  year  complete,  left,  paffing  unperceived, 
The  King  fliould  reaffert  his  right  in  arms.  635 

Swift  flew  the  fpy  with  tidings  to  his  Lord, 
And  He,  incontinent,  this  prqjedl  framed 
Infidious.     Twenty  men,  the  boldeft  hearts 
Of  all  the  people,  from  the  reft  he  chofe. 
Whom  he  in  ambufh  placed,  and  others  charged        640 
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Diligent  to  prepare  the  feftal  board. 

With  horfes,  therii  and  chariots  forth  he  drove 

Full-fraught  with  mifchief,  and  conduifting  home 

The  unfufpicious  King,  amid  the  feaft 

Slew  him,  as  at  his  crib  men  flay  an  ox.  645 

Nor  of  thy  brother's  train,  nor  of  hi&  train 

Who  flew  thy  brother,  one  furvived,  but  all> 

Welt'ring  in  blood  together,  there  expired. 

He  ended,  and  his  words  beat  on  my  heart 
As  they  would  break  it.     On  the  fands  I  fat  6-5  <> 

Weeping,  nor  life  nor  light  deflring  .tnore. 
But  when  I  had  in  duft  roll'd  me,  and  wept 
To  full  fatiety,  mine  ear  again 
The  oracle  of  Ocean  thus  addrefs^d-        r  , 

Sit  not,  O  fon  of  Atreus!.  weeping  here  ^55 

Longer,  far  remedy  can  none  be  found ; 
But  quick  ariiing,  trial  make,  how  beft 
Thou  flialt,  and  fooneft,  reach  thy  Borne  (tgain. 
For  either  him  ftill  living  thou  flialt  find>    ' 
Or  ere  thou  come,  Oreflea  flialt  have  flain  66» 

The  traytor,  and  thine  eyes  fliall  fee  his  tomk 

He  ceas'd,  and  I,  affii(!led  as  I  was, 
Yet  felt  my  fpirit  at  that  word  refrefli'B, 
And  in  wing'd  accents  anfwer  thus  retum'A 

Of  thefe  I  am  inform'd ;  but  name  the  third  665 

Who,  dead  or  living,  on  the  boundlefs  Deep 
Is  ftill  detain'd ;  I  dread,  yet  wifli  to  heat. 

Sa 
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So  I ;  to  whom  thus  Proteus  in. return. 
Laertes'  fort,  the  Lord  of  Ithaca — 

Him  in  an  ifland  weeping  I  beheld,  670 

Gueft  of  the  nymph  Calypfo,  by  conftraint 
Her  gueft,  and  from  his  native  land  withheld 
By  fad  neceHity ;  for  ftiips  well-oar'd. 
Or  faithful  followers  hath  he  none,  whofe  aid   . 
Might  fpeed  him  fafely  o'er  the  fpacious  flood.  675 

But,  Menelaus  dear  to  Jove  !  thy  fate 
Ordains  not  thee  the  ftroke  of  death  to  meet 
In  fteed-famed  Argos,  but  far  hence  the  Gods 
Will  fend  thee  to  Elyfium,  and  the  earth's 
Extremeft  bounds ;  (there  Rhadamanthus  dwells,         680 
The  golden-hair'd,  and  there  the  human  kind 
Enjoy  the  eafieft  life ;  no  fnow  is  there, 
No  biting  winter,  and  no  drenching  ihow'r. 
But  zephyr  always  gently  from  the  fea 
Breathes  on  them,  to  refreflj  the  happy  race)  ,685 

For  that  fair  Helen  is  by  nuptial  bands 
Thy  own,  and  thou  art  fon-in-law  of  Jove. 

So  faying,  he  plunged  into  the  billowy  wafte. 
I  then,  with  my  brave  comrades  to  the  fleet 
Retum'd,  d^ep-mufing  as  I  went,  and  fad.  690 

No  fooner  had  I  reach'd  my  Ihip  befide 
^he  ocean,  and  we  all  had  fupp'd,  than  night 
From  heav'n  fell  on  us, ,  and,  at  eafe  repofed 
Along  the  margin  of  the  fea,  we  flept. 
But  when^  Aurora,  daughter  of  the  dawn,  695 
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Look'd  rofy  forth,  drawing  our  galleys  down 

Into  the  facred  Deep,  we  rear'd  again    , 

The  mall,  unfurled  the  fail,  and  to  our  feats 

On  board  returning,  threfh'd  the  foamy  flood. 

Once  more,  at  length,  within  the  hallow'd  ftreaia        7o» 

Of  ^gypt  moorifig,  on  the  (hore  I  flew 

Whole  hecatombs,  and  ("the  difpleafure  thus 

Of  the  Immortal  Gods  appeafed)  I  reared 

To  Agamemnon's  never-dying  fame 

A  tomb,  and  finilhing  it,  faird  again  705 

With  fuch  a  gale  from  heaven  vouchfafed,  as  ient 

My  ftiips  fwift-fcudding  to  the  Ihores  of  Greece. 

But  come— eleven  days  wait  here,  or  twelve 

A  gueft  with  me,  when  I  will  fend  thee  hence 

Nobly,  and  honour'd  with  illuftrious  gifts,  710 

With  polilh'd  chariot,  with  three  princely  fteeds. 

And  with  a  gorgeous  cup,  that  to  the  Gods 

Libation  pouring  ever  while  thou  liv'ft 

From  that  fame  cup,  thou  may'ft  remember  me. 

Him,  prudent,  then  anfwer*d  Teletnachus.  715 

Atrides,  feek  not  to  detain  me  here 
Long  time ;  for  though  contented  I  could  fit 
The  year  befide  thee,  nor  regret  my  homa 
Or  parents,  (fo  delightful  thy  difcourfe 
Sounds  in  my  ear)  yet,  even  now,  I  know,  719 

That  my  attendants  to  the  Pylian  Ibcnre 
Wifli  my  return,  whom  thou  thus  long  detain^. 

What 
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What  toon  foe'er  thou  giv'ft  me,  be  it  fuch 

As  I  may  treafur'd  Jteep ;  but  horfes  none 

Take  I  to  Ithaca;  them  rather  far  725 

Keep  thou,  for  thy  own  glory.     Thou  art  Loni 

Of  an  extended  plain,  where  copious  fprings 

The  lotus,  herbage  of  all  favours,  wheat, 

Pulfe,  and  white  bailey  of  luxuriant  growth. 

But  Ithaca  no  level  champ»gn  owns,  730 

A  nurfcry  of  goats,  and  yet  a  land 

Fairer  than  even  paftures  to  the  eye. 

No  fea-encircled  i(le  of  ours  affords 

Smooth  courfe  commodious,  and  expanfe  of  meads, 

But  my  own  Ithaca  tranfcends  them  all !  73s 

He  faid  ;  the  Hero  Menelaus  fmiled,    . 
And  ftroaking  tenderly  his  cheek,  replied. 
Dear  youth !  thy  fi^eech  proclaims  thy  noble  blood, 
I  can  with  eafe  fupply  thee  from  within 
With  what  fliall  fuit  thee  better,  and  the  gift  740 

Of  all  that  I  poffefs  which  moft  excells 
In  beauty,  and  the  nobleft  Ihall  be  thine. 
I  give  thee,  wrought  elaborate,  a  cup 
Itfelf  all  filverj  bound  with  lip  of  gold. 
It  is  the  work  of  Vulcan,  which  to  me  745 

The  Hero  Phaedimus  imparted,  King 
Of  the  Sidonians,  when  on  my  return 
His  houfe  received  me.     That  Ihall  be  thy  own. 

Thus  they  conferr'd ;  and  now  the  bufy  train 

Of 
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Of  •  menials  culinary,  at  the  gate  yjo 

Entei'd  of  Menelaus,  Chief  renown'd; 

They,  brought  him  Iheep,  with  heart-ennobling  wipe,   " 

While  all  their  wjyes,  their  brows  with  frontl^s  botind,    . 

Came  charg'd  with  bread.     Thus  bofy  they  prepared 

A  banquet  in  the  manfion  of  the  Kijig.  7SS 

Meantime,  before  Uly)Ie»'  palace  gate 
The  fuitors  fported  with  the  quoit  and  fpear 
On  the  fmooth  area,  cuftptnary  {bene 
Of  all  their  firife  and  angry  .elamour  loud. 
There  fat  Antinoiis,  and  the  godlike  youth  76P 

Eurymachus,  fuperiw,  .to.  the.  reft 
And  Chiefs  among  tbeoi,  to  j^hom  Phroaius'fon 
Noemon  drawing  nigh,  with  anxious  mien 
Queftion'd  Antinoii%  and  thus  began- 

Know  We,  Antinoiis !  or  fcnow  we  not,  765 

When  to  expert  Telemachus  at  home 
Again  from  Pylus !  In  my  fljip  he  went. 
Which  now  1  need,  that  I  may  crois  the  fea 
To  Elis,  on  whofe  fpaciom  [daia  I  feed 
Twelve  mares,  each  fucUing  a  mide-colt  as  yet  770 

Unbroken,  but  of  which  I  purpofe  one 
To  ferry  thence,  and  break  him  into  ufe. 

He  fpake,  whom  they  aftonifh'd  heard ;  for  him 
They  deem'd  not  to  Neleian  Pylus  gone, 
But  haply  into  his  own  fields,  his  flocks  775 

*  AxtTu^Mv — generally  fijrniHes  the  founder  of  a  fcaft ;  but  we  are  taught  by 
Euftathiui  to  underftand  by  it,  in  tliis  place,  the  pvrfons  employed  to  preparing  ic   .  ' 

O  To 
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To  Vifit,  or  the  fteward  of  his  fwine. 
Then  thus,  Eupithes'  fon,  Antinoiis,  fpake. 

Say  true.    When  feiFd  he  forth  f  of  all  our  youth, 
Whom  chofe  lie  for  his  followers !  his  own  train 
Of  flaves  and  hirelings  ?  Hath  he  pow'r  to  efieft         780 
This  alfo  ?  Tell  me  too,  for  I  would  learn — 
Took  he  perforce  thy  fable  bark  away, ' 
Or  gav'ft  it  to  him  at  his  firft  demand  > 

To  whom  Noimon,  Phronius'  fon,  replied. 
I  gave  it  voluntary ;  what  could^  thou,  785 

ShoOld  fuch  a  prince  petition  for  thy  bark 
In  fuch  diftrefs !  Hard  were  it  to  refule. 
Brave  youths  (ova-  braveft  youths  except  yottrfelves) 
Attend  him  forth ;  and  with  them  I  obferved 
Mentor  embarking,  ruler  o'er  them  all,  79* 

Qr,  if  not  him,  a  God;  for  fuch  he  feemM. 
But  this  much  naoves  my  wonder.     Yefter-mom 
I  faw,  at  day-break,  noble  Mentor  here, 
Whom  fliipp'd  for  Pylus  't  Had  feen  before. 

He  ceas*d ;  and  to  his  father's  houle  retum'd;  795 

They,  hearing,  fat  aghaft.     Their  games  meantime 
Finifli'd,  the  fuitors  on  their  feats  repofed. 
To  whom  Eupithes'  fon,  Antinoiis,  next. 
Much  troubled  fpake ;  a  black  ftorm  overchai^ged 
His  bofom,  and  hie  vivid  eyes  flaffi'd  fire.  800 

Ye  Gods,  a  proud  exploit  is  here  atchieved. 
This  voyage  of  Telemachus,  by  us 
Frooounced  impracticable ;  yet  the  boy 

In 
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In  downright  oppofition  to  us  ^1 

Hath  headlong  launched  a  Ihip,  and)  with  a  band        80$ 

Selected  &om  onr  braveft  youth,  is  gone. 

He  foon  will  prove  more  mifchievow,  ^rhole  paw^ 

Jove  wither,  ere  we  .fuifer  it j.  efifeftfi ! 

gut  give  me  a  fwift  bark  with  twenty  rowers, 

That,  watching  hi«  return  within  the  fireights  8io 

Of  rocky  Samos  and  of  Ithaca, 

I  may  furprize  him ;  fo  fhill  he  have  fioHd 

To  feek  his  Sire,  fatally  for  himfelf. 

'    He  cea&d,  and  loud  applaufe  heard  in  reply, 

With  warm  eocouragement.     Then,  riling  all,  ■  8t  j 

Into  Ulyffes' houfe  at  once  they  throogM. 

Nor  was  Penctope  left  uninformed 

Long  time  of  their  clandeftine  {dottings  deep^ 

For  herald  Medon  told  bee  aU,  whofe  ear 

Their  councils  caught  wlule  in  the  puter-pourt  820 

He  ftood,  and  they  that  pEogeA  iramed  within. 

Swift  to  Penelope  the  tale  he  bore^ 

Who  as  he  pafs'd  the  gate,  iiim  thus  laddrefi'd. 

For  what  caufe,  herald !  have  the  fuitors  iient 
Thee  foremoft  >  Wou'd  they  that  my  maidens  lay       825 
Their  talks  alide,  attd  drefs  the  bosiril  lor  them  ? 
Here  end  their  wooing !  may  they  hence  dqstt 
Never,  and  mary  the  banquet  now  prepared, 
This  banquet  prove  your  *  laft !  who  in  fuch  throngs 

*  This  tranlition  from  the  tliirdto  die  fecond  perion  bcktngt  to  the  original,  Ind  is 
confidcred  as.a  fine  llrolce  of  art  in  the  poet,  who  reprefents  Penelop«  in  the  warmth 
of  her  refentment,  forgetting  where  flie  is,  and  addrelSng  the  (uitors  as  if  pfefent, 
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Here  meeting,  wafte  the  patrimony  fair  83a 

0f  brave  Telesnachus ;  ye  never,  fare. 

When  children,  heait]  how  gradous  and  how  good 

Ulyffes  dwel?  among  ^your  parents,  none 

Of  all  his  people,  or  in  word  or  deed 

Injuring,  as  great  princes  oft  a*e  wont,  835 

By  favour  inftuenc'd  now,  now  by  dilguft. 

He  no  man  wrong'd  at  any  time;  bnfe  plain  > 

Your  wifked  pOi'pafe  in  your  deeds  appears. 

Who  fenfe  have  none  of  benefits  oonferr'd. 

Then  Medipn  anfwer  thus,  prudent,  retum'd.  840, 

pbEQueen  l.'may  the  Gods  .grant  this  prove  the  worflJ 
But  greater  far  and  heavier  ills  than  this-  )    ' 

The  fuitors  plan,  whofe  counfels  Jove  confound  L 
Their  bafe  d^ fire  and  purpofe  are  to  flay 
Telemachus  on  his  return ;  for  he,  845; 

To  gather  tidings  ofi  his  Sire  is  gone- 
To  Pylus,  or  ta  Spartans  land  divine- 
He  fiid ;  and  where  flie  iloodj  her  trembling  knees 
Fail'd  undei>  her,  and- all'  her  ipirits  went<. 
Speechlefs.  Ihe  long  remain'd,  tears  filTd, her  eyes,     .   8501 
And  Inarticulate  ii^  its.  paiTage  died. 
Her  utt'ranccv  "till  at  laft  with  pain  (he  fpake.. 

Herald  t  why  went  my  fon  >  he:  hath  no  need 
On  board  fwiftilii|»  to  ride)  which  are  to  raani 
His  fteeds  that  bear  hin* over  feas  remote.  855; 

Went  he,  that,  with  himfelf,  his  very  name- 
Might  periih.  from  among  mankind  for  everJ: 
f  .:  Then- 
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Then  anfwer,  thus,  Medon  the  wife  returh'd. 
I  know  not  whether  him  &me  God  impell'd 
Or  his  own  heart  to  Pylus,  there  to  hear  8601 

News  of  his  Sire's  return,  or  by  what  fate 
At  lead  he  died,  if  he  return  no  more; 

He  faid,  and  traverfing  Ulyfles^  courts. 
Departed;  {he,  with  heart-confuming  woe 
O'erwhelm'd,  no  longer  couVd  endure  to  take  S&f, 

Repoie  on  any  of  her  num'rous  featsj 
But  on  the  threihold  of  her  chamber-door 
Lamenting  fat,  while  all  her  female  train 
Arovind  her  moan'd,  the  andent  and  the  youn^. 
Whom,,  fobhiiig,  thus,  -  Penelope' befpake.  87a> 

Hear  me,  ye  maidens !  for  of  women  born' 
Coeval  with  me,  none  hath  e'er  received 
Such  plenteous  forrow  from  the  Gods  as  T, 
Who  firfli  my  noble  huiband  loft,  enduedi 
With  courage  lion-like,  of  all  the  Greeks  875; 

The  Chief  with  ev'ry  virtue  moft  adom'd, 
A  yimce  all-excellent>  whofe  glorious  praife 
Through  Hella&  and  all.  Argos  flew  difFufedi. 
And  now,  my  darling  fony^him  ftorms  have  fnatch'd 
Far  hence  inglorious,  and  I  knew  it  not-  88o> 

Ah  treach'rous  fervants !  confdous  as  ye  were 
Of  his  defign,  not  one  of  you  the  thought 
Conceived  to  wake  me  when,  he  went  on  board. 
For  had  but  the  report  once  reach'd  my  ear, 
Hie  either  had:  not:  gone  (how  much  foe'er.  S8^ 

He 
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He  wilh'd  to  leave  me)  or  had  left  me  dead. 
But  hade  ye,— rbid  my  antient  fervant  come, 
Dolion  (whom  when  I  left  my  father's  houfe 
He  gave  me,  and  who£e  office  is  to  attend 
My  num'rous  garden-plants)  that  he  may  feek  890 

At  once  Laertes,  and  may  tell  him  ail, 
Who  may  contrive  fome  remedy,  perchance, 
,  Or  fit  expedient,  and  Ihall  cotne  abroad 
To  weep  before  the  men  who  wilh  to  flay 
Even  the  prince,  godlike  Ulyffes'  fon.  895 

Then  thus  the  gentle  Eurydea  fpake, 
Nurfe  of  Telemachus.     Alas !  my  Queen  ! 
Slay  me,  or  fpare,  deal  with  me  as  thou  wilt, 
I  will  confefs  the  truth.     I  knew  it  alt. 
I  gave  him  all  that  he  required  from  me,  906 

Both  wine  and  bread,  and,  at  his  bidding,  fwore 
To  tell  thee  nought  in  twelve  whole  days  to  come, 
Or  till,  enquiry  made,  thou  fljould'ft  thyfelf 
Learn  his  departure,  left  thou  ftiould'ft  impair 
Thy  lovely  features  with  excefs  of  grief.  905 

But  lave  thyfelf,  and,  frefli  attired,  afcend 
To  thy  own  chamber,  there,  with  all  thy  train, 
To  wbrlhip  Pallas,  who  Ihall  fave,  thenceforth. 
Thy  fon  from  death,  what  ills  foe'er  he  meet. 
Add  not  freih  forrows  to  the  jM-efent  woes  gio 

Of  the  old  King,  for  I  believe  not  yet 
Arcefias'  race  entirely  by  the  Gods 
Eenounced,  but  truft  that  there  fliall  ftill  be  found 
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Among  them,  who  fhall  dwell  in  royal  ftate. 

And  reap  the  fruits  of  fertile  fields  remote.  91  j 

So  faying,  Ihe  hufh'd  her  forrow,  and  her  eyes 
No  longer  ftream'd.     Then,  bathed  and  freflj  attired, 
Penelope  afcended  with  her  train 
The  upper  palace,  and  a  baflcet  ftored 
With  hallow'd  cakes  oflf*ring,  to  Pallas  pray'd.  540 

Hear  matchlefs  daughter  of  Jove  segis-arm'd  ! 
If  ever  wife  Ulyfles  ofler'd  here 
The  thighs  of  fatted  kine  or  (heep  to  thee, 
Now  mindful  of  his  piety,  preferve 

His  darling  fon,  and  fruftrate  with  a  frown  925 

The  cruelty  of  thefe  imperious  guefts ! 

She  faid,  and  wept  aloud,  whofe  earneft  fuit 
Pallas  received.     And  now  the  ipacious  hall  ^ 

And  gloomy  paifages  with  tumult  rang 
And  clamour  of  that  throng,  when  thus,  a  youth        g^a 
Infolent  as  his  fellows,  dared  to  fpeak. 

Much  wooi'd  and  long,  the  Queen  at  length  prepares 
»  To  chufe  another  mate,  and  nought  fufpefe 
The  bloody  death  to  which  her  fon  is  doom'd. 

So  he;  but  they,  meantime,  themfelves  remain'd     93s 
Untaught,  what  courfe  the  dread  concern  elfewhere 
Had  taken,  whom  Antinoiis  thus  addrefs'd. 

Sirs  !  one  and  all,  I  counfel  you,  beware 
Of  fuch  bold  boafting  unadvifed ;  left  one 
O'erhearing  you,  report  your  words  within.  940 

*  Miilakiiigi  perhaps^  the  Ibund  oi  her  voice,  and  imagining  that  Ak  liing. 

Vide  B«rae»  in  loco. 
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No — ^rather  t^Kis,  in  lUencei  let  us  move 
To  an  exploit  fo  pleafant  to  us  all. 

He  faid,  and  twenty  chofe,  the  braved  there, 
With/whom  he  fonght  the  galley  on  the  .ftiore. 
Which  drawing  down-ioto  the  Deep,  they  placed         945 
The  maft  and  fails  on  board,  and,  fitting,  next. 
Each  oar  in  order  to  its  proper  groove, 
Unfurl'd  aid  fpread  their  canvas  to  the  gale.  , 

Their  bold  attendants,  then,  brought  them  their  arms. 
And  foon  as  in  deep  water  they  bad  moor'd  956 

The  lliip,  themfelves  embarkjng,  fupp'd  on  board. 
And  watch'd  impatient  for  the  dn^  of  eye. 

But  when  Penelope,  the  palace  ftairs 
Remounting,  had  her  upper  chamber  reach'd. 
There,  unrefrefli'd  with  either  food  or  wine,  955 

She  lay'd  her  down,  her  noble  fon  the  theme 
Of  all  her  thoughts,  whether  he  ihould  efcape; 
His  haughty  foes,  or  periQi  by  their  handSL 
Nura'rous  as  are  the  lion's  thoughts,  who  fees, 
Not  without  fear,  a  multitude  with  toils  960 

Encircling  him  around,  fuch  num'rous  thoughts 
Her  bofom  occupied,  'till  ileep  at  length 
invading  her,  Ihe  fank  in  foft  repofe. 

Then  Pallas,  teeming  with  a  new  defign. 
Set  forth  an  airy  phantom  in  the  form  965 

Of  fair  Iphthima,  daughter  of  the  brave 
Icarius,  and  Eumelus'  wedded  wife 
In  Pherse.     Shaped  like  her  the  dream  Ihe  fent 
Into  the  maniion  of  the  godlike  Chief 

Ulyfles, 

D.gitizedbyLjOOQiC 


BooKlV.  HOMER'j     ODYSSEY.  loj- 

Ulyfles,  with  kind  pm^Xife  to  sbate  970 

The  fighs  and  tears  of  fad  Pendope. 
Ent'ring  the  chamber-portal,  where  the  bolt 
Secured  it,  at  her  head  the  image^  ftsod, 
And  thus,  in  terms  compaflionate,  begant  . 

Sleep'ft  thou,  diftrefe'd  Penelope?  The  Gods,  975 

Happy  in  everlafting  reft  themfelves. 
Forbid  thy  forrows.     Thou  ihalt  yabbehoii 
Thy  fon  again,  who  hath  by  no.  offence 
IncunM  at  any  time  the  wrath  of  heaVn. 

To  whom,  fweet-fliHnb'ting  in  the  ihadowy  gate     980 
By  which  dreams  paft,  Pfcndope  rej^ed. 

What  caufe,  my  filter,  brings  th8e,i  who  art  feea 
Uoirequent  here,  for  that  thou  direU'ft  remote  i 
And  thou  enjoin'ft  me  a  eeSation  too 
From  forrows  numVous,  and  whichi  frettingi  wear      985; 
My  heart  sontinual;  firft,  my  %)OufB  I  loft 
With  courage  Uon-lik;  endow'd,  a  prince 
All-excejlent,  whofe  neverrdying  praife 
Through  H^la$  and  all  Aj%<»  Aew  -difiifed  ;. 
And  now  my  only  fon,'  n^w  to'the  toils  990 

And  hazards  of  the  fea,;  not  left  untaught.  : 
The  arts  of,  Ir^Sc,  in.a  Ihip  is  gopf  ;  ;;i. 
fat;  hence,  for  whofe;  ^ear  caufe  J  foiTOW  more 
Thau  for  hi;  Sire  hirafelf,  and  even  fliake 
With  terrour,  left  he  petilh  by  their  hands  995 

To  whom  he  goes,  or  in  the  ftonpy  Peep  J . 
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For  num'rous  are  his  fees,  ana  :iU  imenit 
To  flay  him,  ere  he  readi  hit  home  s^ain. 

Then  anfwer  thus  the  fliadowy  form  retum'd. 
Take  courage ;  fviflfer  not  exoeflive  dread  looo 

To  overwhelm  thee,  fuch  a  guide  he  hath 
&nd  guardian,  o»i  whom  many  with  their  friend. 
And  ever  at  their  fide,  knowing  her  powV, 
Minerva;  flie  cOmpafiSonates  thy  griefs,  1 

And  I  am  here,  her  haiinnger,  wlio  fpeak  loijs 

As  thou  haft  heard  by  her  own  kind  comiQaad. 

Thtn  thus  Penelope  the  wife  replied. 
Oh !  if  thou  art «  Goddefs,  and  haft  heard 
A  Goddefs'  voice,  lehearfe  to  me  the  lot 
Of  that  unhappy  one,  if  yet  he  live  loio 

Spectator  of  the  chearful  beams  of  day. 
Or  if,  already  dead,  he  <1well  below. 

Whom  anfwer'd  thus  the  fleeting  fhadow  vain. 
I  will  not  now  inform  thee  if  thy  Lord 
Live,  or  live  not.    Vain  words  are  beft  unfp(riten. .     loij 

So  faying,  her  egrefe  fwift  befide  the  bolt 
She  made,  and  melted  into  air.     Uplprang 
From  fleep  Icatius"  dii^hter,  and  her  heart 
Felt  heal'd  within  her,  by  that<lreamdiftiHia 
Vifited  in  the  noi^efs  night  ferene.  i-*ao 

Meantime  the  fuitors  urged  their  wafry  way, 
To  initant  death  devoting  in  their  hearts 
Telemachus.    There  is  a  ro(*y  jfle 

In 
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In  the  mid  fea,  Samos  the  rude  between 

And  Ithaca,  not  large,  named  Afteris.  1015 

It  hath  commodious  havens,  into  which 

A  paflige  dear  opens  on  either  fide. 

And  there  the  ambu0i*d  Greeks  his  coming  watch'd. 
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Mercury  bears  to  Calypfo  a  comnund  from  Jupiter  that  flic 
difmifs  UlyffcJs.  She,  after  fomc  remonftrances,  promifes  obedience 
«nd  furnilhes  him  with  implement£  and  materials,  with  which  he 
conAruds  a  raft.  He  quits  Calypfo's  illaud;  is  perfecuted  by 
Neptune  with  dreadful  tempeils,  but  by  the  afliftance  of  a  fea 
nymph,  after  having  loil  his  raft,  is  enabled  to  fwim  to  Phxacia. 


BOOK  V. 

AURORA  from  befide  her  glorious  mate 
Tithonus  now  arofe,  light  to  difpenfe 
Through  earth  and  heav/n,  when  the  affembled  Gods 
In  council  fat,  o'er  whom  high-thund'ring  Jove 
Prefided,  mightieft  of  the  PowTs  above.  5 

Amid  them,  Pallas  on  the  num'rous  woes 
Defcanted  of  Ulyffes,  whom  ihe  faw 
With  grief,  ftill  prifon'd  in  Calypfo's  ifle. 

Jove,  Father,  hear  me,  and  ye  other  Pow'rs 
Who  live  for  ever,  hear!  Be  never  King  10 

Henceforth  to  gracious  afts  inclined,  humane. 
Or  righteous,  but  let  ev'ry  fceptred  hand 

Rule 
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Rule  mercilefs,  and  deal  in  wrong  alone. 

Since  none  of  all  his  people  whom  he  fway'd        ' 

With  fuch  paternal  gentlenefs  and  love  15 

Remembers,  now,  divine  Ulyffes  more; 

He,  in  yon  diftant  ifle  a  faJTrer  lies 

Of  hopelefs  forrow,  through  conftraint  the  gueft 

Still  of  the  nymph  Calyplb,  without  means 

Or  pow'r  to  reach  bis  native  Ihores  again,  lo 

Alike  of  gallant  barks  and  friends  deprived. 

Who  might  conduA  him  o'er  the  -fpacious  Deep, 

Nor  this  is  all,  but  enemies  combine 

To  flay  his  fon  er^  yet  he  can  return 

From  Pylus,  whither  he  hath  gone  to  learn  '  «S 

There,  or  in  Sparta,  tidings  of  his  Sire. 

To  whom  the  doud-aflembler  God  replied. 
What  word  hath  pafs'd  thy  lips,  daughter  belov'^ 
Haft  thou  not  purpos'd  that  arriving  foon 
At  home,  Ulyffes  (hall  deftroy  his  foes  I  30 

Guicle  thou,  Telemachus,  (for  well  thou  can|l) 
That  he  may  reach  fecure  his  native  coaft. 
And  that  the  fuitors  baffled  may  return. 

He  ceas'd,  and  thus  to  Hermes  fpake,  his  fon. 
Hermes !  (for  thou  art  herald  of  our  will  35 

At  all  times)  to  yon  bright-hair'd  nymph  convey 
Our  fixt  refplve,  that  brave  Ulyffes  thence 
Depart,  uncompanied  by  God  or  man. 
Borne  on  a  corded  raft,  and  fuff'ring  woe 
Extreme,  he  on  the  twentieth  day  fliall  reach,  40 
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Not  fooner,  Sdierie  the  deep-foffd,  pofiefs'd 

By  the  Phxadans,  kinfmen  of  the  Gods. 

They,  as  a  God  fhall  reverence  the  Chief, 

And  in  a  bark  of  theirs  IhaU  fend  him  thence 

To  his  own  home,  much  treafure,  brafs  and  gold  45 

And  raiment  giving  him,  to  an  amount 

Surpafling  all  that,  had  he  fafe  retum'd, 

He  Ihould  by  lot  have  (hared  of  Ilium's  Ipoil. 

Thus  Fate  appoints  Ulyfles  to  regain 

His  country,  his  own  palace  and  his  friends.  jo 

He  ended,  nor  the  Argicide  refnfed, 
Meflenger  of  the  ikies ;  his  fandak  fair, 
Afiibiofial,  golden,  to  his  feet  he  bound. 
Which  o'er  the  moift  wave,  rapid  as  the  wind. 
Bear  him,  and  o'er  th'  illimitable  earth,  55 

Then  took  his  rod  with  which,  at  will,  all  eyes 
He  dofes  foft,  or  opes  them  wide  again. 
So  arm'd,  forth  flew  the  valiant  Argidde. 
Alighting  on  Pieria,  down  he  fioopM 
To  Ocean,  and  ihe  billows  lightly  Ikimm'd  60 

In  form  a  fea-mew,  fuch  as  in  the  bays 
Tremendous  of  the  barren  Deep  her  food 
Seeking,  dips  oft  in  brine  her  ample  wing. 
In  fuch  difguife  o'er  many  a  wave  he  lode. 
But  reaching,  now,  that  ille  remote,  forfook  65 

The  azure  Deep,  and  at  the  fpadous  grot. 
Where  dwelt  the  amber-trefled  nymph  arrived. 
Found  her  within.     A  fire  on  all  the  hearth 

Blazed 
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Blazed  fprightly,  and,  afar-difiiilcd,  the  fcent 

Of  fmooth-fpUt  cedar  and  of  cyprefs-wood  ?• 

Odorous,  burning,  cheer'd  the  happy  Kle. 

She,  bnfied  a;t  the  looni,  and  plying  faA  ^ 

Her  golden  Ihnttle,  with  melodious  voice 

Sat  chaunting  there ;  a  grove  on  either  fide, 

Alder  and  poplar,  and  the  redolent  branch  7  j, 

Wide-fpread  of  Cyprefs,  Ikitted  dark  the  cave. 

There  many  a  bird  of  broadeft  pinion  built 

Secure  her  neft,  the  owl,  the  kite,  and  daw 

Long-tongued,  frequenter  of  the  fandy  fliores. 

A  garden-vine  luxuriant  on  all  fides  8a 

Mantled  the  fpadous  cavern,  dufter-hung 

R-ofufe ;  four  fountains  of  fereneft  lymph 

Their  finuous  courie  purfoing  fide  by  fide, 

Stray'd  all  around,  and  ev'ry  where  appear^ 

Meadows  of  foftelt  verdure,  purpled  o'er  t$ 

With  violets ;  it  was  a  fcerie  to  fill 

A  <3od  from  heav'n  with  wonder  and  delight. 

Hermes,  Heav'n's  meflen^,  admiring  ftood 

That  fight,  and  having  all  furvey'd,  at  length 

Entei'd  the  grotto ;  nor  the  lovely  nymph  90 

Him  knew  not  icon  as  feen,  for  not  unknown 

Each  to  the  other  the  Immortals  are. 

How  far  foever  fep'rate  their  abodes. 

Yet  found  he  not  within  the  mighty  Chief 

Ulyffes ;  he  fat  weeping  on  the  Ihore,  gj 

Forlorn,  for  there  his  cuftom  was  with  groans 


Of 
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Of  iad  regret  t'  affii(5l  bii  breaking  heart. 

Looking  continual  o'er  the  barren  Deep. 

Then  thus  Calypfo,  hymph  divine,  the  God 

Queflion'd,  from  her  lefplendent  throoe  augufU  ipa 

Hermes  !  pofleffibr  of  the  potent  rod ! 
Who,  though  by  me  much  rev'renc'd  and  belov'd. 
So  feldom  com'ft,  &y,  wherefore  comeft  nowf 
Speak  thy  defire ;  I  gprant  it,  if  thou  alk         .  ,    ;, 

Things  poflible,  and  jmflible  to  me.  1051 

Stay  not,  but  ent'ring  fartheiv  at  nty  hoaid. 
Due  rites  of  ioi^ataHty  reuetve.. 

c'  So  faying,  the  Goddefs  #tth  ambxoGal  food    •      .  ■    '. 
Her  table  coretVI,  and  with  rqify  juice 
Nedtareous  charged  the  cup.    I'hea  ate  and  drank,      iia 
The  argicide  and  hertld  of  the  Iki^v  -'       . 

And  in  his  foul  witK  that 'itpaft' divine 
Sefrelh'd,  his  mefi^  to  the  oymph  declaredl 

Queftioneft  thou,  a  Goddefs>  me  a  God  f  • 
I  tell  thee  truth,  finfe  £udi  is  thy  demand..  115 

Not  willing,  but  by  Jove  confl|ain'd,  I  come. 
For  who  would,.  Toluntary>  fuch  a  breadth 
Enormous  meaiure  of  the  fait  expanfei 
Where  city  none  is  feen  in  which  the  Godr 
Are  ferv'd  with  chofen  hecatombs  and  prayYi  lao: 

But  nO'  divinity^  may  the  deiigns 
Elude,  OT  contravCTt,  of  Jove  fupr*me. 
He  faith,  that  here  thou  hoM'ft  the  moft  diftreft 
Of  all  thofc  warriors  who  nine  years  aflail'd' 
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The  city  of  Priam,  and,  (that  city  fack'd)  i  IJ 

Departed  in  the  tenth ;  but,  going  thence, 

Offended  Pallas,  who  with  adverfe  winds 

Oppofed  their  voyage,  and  with  boift'rous  waves. 

Then  perifh'd  all  his  gallant  friends,  but  him 

Billows  and  ftorms  droVe  hither ;  Jove  comnaands        1 30 

That  thou  difmifs  him  hence  without  delay. 

For  fate  ordains  him  not  to  perifh  here 

From  all  his  friends  reiiiote,  but  he  is  doom'd 

To  fee  them  yet  again,  and  to  arrive 

At  his  own  palace  in  his  native  land.  135 

He  faid;  divine"  CalypfO  at  the  Ibtmd 
Shudder'd,  and  in  wing'd  accents  thus  replied. 

Ye  are  unjuft,  ye  Gods,  and  envious  paft 
All  Others,  grudging  if  a  Goddefs  take 
A  mortal  man  openly  to  her  arms  1  140 

So,  when  the  rofy-fingerM  Morning  c>ole 
Orion,  though  ye  live  yourfelve«  at  eaie. 
Yet  ye  all  envied  her,  vmtil  the  chafle 
Diana  from  her  golden  throne  difpatch'd 
A  Clent  fliaft,  which  flew  him  in  Ortygia.  145 

So,  when  the  golden-treffed  Ceres^  urged 
By  paffion,  took  lafion  to  her  arms 
In  a  thrice-Iaboui'd  fsdlow,  not  untaught 
Was  Jove  that  fecret  long,  and,  hearing  it. 
Indignant,  flew  him  with  his  candent  b<dt.  150 

So  alfo,  ,0  ye  Gods,  ye  envy  me 
The  mortal  man,  my  confoit.     Him  I  faved 

0  ,  Myfelf, 
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Myftlf>  while  folitary  on  his  keel 

He  rode,  for  with  fiis  fulph'rous  arrow  Jove 

Had  deft  his  bark  amid  the  fable  Deep.  155 

Then  periib'd  all  bis  gallant  friends,  but  him 

Billows  and  Uorms  drove  hither,  whom  I  lov'd 

Sincere,  snd  fondly  deftin'd  to  a  life 

Immortal,  unqbnoxious  to  decay. 

But  fince  no  Deky  may  the  defigm  160 

Elude  or  controve^  of  Jove  fupreme. 

Hence  with  Wm  o'er  the  barren  Deep,  if  fuch 

The  Sov'reign's  will,  and  fuch  his  item  oommand. 

But  iindifmlfs'd  he  goes  by  me,  who  (hips 

Myfelf  weU-Amr'd  and  iDarioers  have  none  165; 

To  fend  with  him  athwart  tbe  fpacious  6ood  ; 

Yet  freely,  readily,  my  b»ft  »dvi«e 

J  will  afford  him,  that,  efeaping^   ■  ' 

Danger,  he  may  Mgain  his  .native  fltorcv 

Then  Hermes  thus,  the  niei&nger  of  heav'n.-  170 

Ail  as  thou  fay'ft,  feanag  the  fcown  of  Jovej, 
Left,  if  provoked,  he  fpare  not  even  thee. 

So  iaying,  the  dauotleft,  Argicade  withdcew. 
And  Ihe  Qove's  mandate  heaid)  all-'giacefiilwen^ 
Seeking  the  brave  Ulyfles;.  on  the  fltore  n  t%s- 

She  found  him.  ieatfed ;  teai3  fiiccEeding  teat» 
Delug'd  his  eyes,  whiles  hope]ie&  of  retoni, 
Life's  precious  hours  to  eaiatg  cates  he  gave 
Continual,  with  the  nymjdi.  now  chann'd  no  more.. 
Yet,  cold  as  llie  was  am'rous,  ftillhe  pafs'd.  t8» 
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His  nights  befide  her  in  the  hollow  grot, 

Ckxifirain'd,  and  day  by  day  the  rockt  among 

Which  lined  the  Ihore  heart-broken  fat,  and  oft 

While  willfully  he  eyed  the  barren  Deep, 

Wept,  groan'd,  defponded,  figh'd,  and  Wept  again.        it$ 

Then,  drawing  near,  thus  fpake  the  nymph  divine. 

Unhappy !  weep  not  here,  nor  life  codfiime 
Inanguilh;  go;  thou  haft  my  glad  confent. 
Arife  to  labour ;  hewing  down  the  trunk* 
Of  lofty  trees,  fa&ion  them  with  the  ax  TJO 

To  a  broad  raft,  which  clofdy  flooi'd  above, 
Shall  hence  convey  thee  o'er  the  gibomy  Deep. 
Bread,  water,  and  the  red  grape's  cheering  juio* 
Myfelf  will  put  on  board,  which  fliall  prsf^ve 
Thy  life  from  famine ;  I  will  alfo  give  195 

New  raiment  for  thy  limbs,  and  will  dlfpatch 
Winds  after  thee  to  waft  thee  home  unharm'd, 
If  fuch  the  pleafure  of  the  Gods  who  dwell 
In  yonder  boundlefs  heav'n,  fuperSor  far 
To  me,  in  knowledge  and  in  fkill  to  judge.  20a 

She  ceasM ;  but  horror  at  that  found  the  heart 
Chifl'd  of  Ulyfles,  and  in  accents  wihifd  ■ 
With  wonder,  thus  die  noble  Chief  replied. 

Ah !  other  thoughts  than  of  my  fafe  return 
Employ  thee,  Goddefs,  now,  who  bid's  me  pafa  105 

The  perilous  gulph  of  -Ocean  on  a  taft, 
That  wild  expanfe  terrible,  which  even  fhips 
Pafs  not,  though  form'd  to  cleave  their  way  with  eafe, 

0  »  And 
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And  joyful  in  propitious  winds  from  Jove; 

No — ^let  me  never,  in  defpight  of  thee,  »TO 

Embark  on  boird  a  raft,  nor  'till  thou  fwear, 

Oh  Goddefs !  the  inviolable  path. 

That  future  mifchief  thou  intend'ft  me  none. 

He  faid ;  Calypfo,  beauteous  Goddefs,  fmiled. 
And,  while  (he  fpake,  ftroaking  his  cheek,  replied.      iij 

Thou  doll  afperfe  me  rudely,  and  excule 
Of  ignorance  haft  none,  far  better  taught  i 
V/hat  words  were  thefe  ?  How  coultfft  thou  thus  reply? 
Now  hear  me  Earth,  and  the  wide  Heav'n  above  I 
Hear,  too,  ye  waters  of  the  Stygian  ftream  aio 

Under  the  earth  (by  which  the  blefled  Godi 
Swear  trembling,  and  revere  the  awful  oath  !)■ 
That  future  mifchief  I  intend  thee  none. 
No,  my  defigns  concerning  thee  are  fudi 
As,  in  an  exigence  refembling  thine,,  ■  mj 

Myfelf,  moft  fure,  fhould  for  myfelf  conceive. 
1  have  a  mind  mors  equals  not  of  fteel 
My  heart  is  form'd,  but  much  to  pity  inclined..  - 

So  faying,  the  lovely  Goddefs  with  fwift  pace 
Led  on,  whofe  foQtfteps  he  as.fwift  purfued.  i^pj 

Within  the  vaulted  cavern  they  arrived,^ 
The  Goddefs  and. the  man;  on  the  fame  throne 
Ulyffes  fat,  whence  Hermes  had  aris'n,. 
And  viands  of  all  kinds,  fuch  as  fuftain, 
The  life  of  mortal  man,  Calypfo  placed  kj^t 

Before  bm,  both.  for.  bev'rage  and  for  food*. 

She.. 
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She  oppofite  to  the  illuftrious  Chief 

Repofed,  by  her  attendant  maidens  ferved 

With  necSlar  and  ambrofia.     They  their  hands 

Stretch'd  forth  together  to  the  ready  feaft,  340) 

And  when  nor  hunger  more  nor  thirft  remain'd 

Unfated,  thus  the  beauteous  oymph  began. 

Laertes'  noble  fon,  for  wifdom.  famed 
And  artifice !  oh  canll  thou  thus  refolve 
To  feek,  incontinent,  thy  native  fliores?.  S45 

I  pardon  thee.     F»ewBUI  but  coidd'ft  thou  guefs 
The  woes  which  fate  ordainS'  thee  to  endure 
Ere  yet  thou  reach,  thy  country,  well-content 
Here  to  inhabit,  Ihou  would'ft  kee^  my  grot 
And  be  immortal,  howfoe'er  thy  wife  a$<^ 

Engage  thy  ev'ry  wifh  day  after  dajr.- 
Yet  can  I  not  in  ftature  or  in  form 
Myfelf  fufpe<5t  inferior  aught  to  hsfr 
Since  competition  cannot  be  between'' 
Mere  mortal  beauties,  and  a  form  divine..  3.55; 

To  whom  Ulyffes,  ever-wife,  replied.. 
Awful  Divinity !  be  not  incenfed^ 
I  know  that  my  Penelope  in  form^ 
And  ftature  altogether  yields  to  thee^ 
For  the  is  mortal,,  and. immortal  thou,.  b£o 

From  age  exempt ;  yet  not  thelefs  I  wiih. 
Uy  home,  and  languilh  daily  to  return.. 
But  fliould  fome  God  amid  the  fable  Deep'. 
DalKme  againinto  a.wrecfc,  my  foul. 

SuU' 
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Shall  bear  that  alfo;  fot,  by  praaice  taught,  165 

I  have  learned  jntieiK£i  having  much  endured 
By  tempell  aiid  in  battle  both.     Come  then 
This  evil  alfo !  I  am  well  prepared. 

He  ended,  and  the  (iin  iinking,  cdign'd 
The  earth  to  dari^oels.     Then  in  a  recefs  270 

Interior  of  the  cavern,  iide  by  Hde 
Repofed,  they  took  their  amorous  delight. 
$a£-when  Aurora,  ■  daughter  of  the  dawn, 
Look'd  nify  forth,  UlyflTes  then  ia  hafte 
Put  on  his  veil  and  mantle,  and,  the  nymph  275 

Her  fnowy  veftiare  of  transparent  woof. 
Graceful,  redaodant ;  to  her  vaifi  flie  bound   . 
Her  golden  zone,  and  veil'd  her  beauteous  head. 
Then,  muling,  plana'd  the  ooible  Chief's  return. 
She  gave  him,  fitted  to  the  graifp,  an  ax.  280 

Of  iron,  pond'rous,  double  ed^d,  -nith  haft 
Of  olive-wood,  inferted  firm,  and  wroug^ 
With  curious  art.     Then,  placing  in  his  band 
A  polilh'd  adze,  <he  kd,  herf^,  the  way 
To  her  ifles'  utmoll  verge,  where  talleft  trees  285 

But  dry  long  fince  and  faplefs  flood,  which  belt 
Might  ferve  his  purpofiss,  as  buoyant  moft. 
The  alder,  poplar,  and  doud-piercing  fir. 
To  that  tall  grove  Bie  led  and  left  him  there. 
Seeking  her  grot  again.     Then  flept  not  He,  290 

But,  fwingipg  with  both  hands  tlie  ax,  his  talk 
Soon  finiih'd ;  trees  full  twenty  t9  the  ground 
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He  caft,  which,  dext'rous,  with  his  adze  he  Cnoothyj. 
The  knotted  furface  chipping  by  a  line. 
Meantime  the  lovely  Goddefs  to  his  aid  195 

Sharp  augres  brought,  with  which  he  bored  the  beams. 
Then,  fide  by  fide  placing  them,  fitted  each 
To  other,  and  with  long  cramps  join'd  them.  alU 
Broad  as  an  artift,  ikiird  in  naval  works. 
The  bottom  of  a  (hip  of  burthen  fpreads,'  -       _  30* 

Such  breadth  Ulyfles  to  his  raft  aflign'd. 
He  deckM  her  over  with  long  jflanks,  upborne 
On  mafly  beams  ^  He  made  the  maft,  to  which 
He  added  fuitable  the  yard  y — ^he  framed 
Rudder  and  helm  to  regulate  her  courfe,  3*S 

With  wicker-work  he  bordered  all  her  length' 
For  fafety,  and  much  baHaft  ffow'd  within.'  ■' 

Meantime,  Calypfo  brought  him  for  a' fail 
Fitteft  materials.  Which  he  alio  Ihaped, 
And  to  his  fail  due  furniture  annex'd  310 

Of  cordage  ftrong,  foot-ropes  and  ropes  aloft. 
Then  heavM  her  down  With  levers  to  the  Deep; 
He  finifli'd  all  his  work  on  the  fourth  day. 
And  on  the  fifth,  Calypfo,  nymph  divine, 
Difmifs'd  him  frotn  her  ifle,  but  laved  him  firil,  315 

And  cloathM  him  in  fweet-fcehted  garments  new. 
Two  &ins  the  Goddefs  alfo  placed  on  board. 
One  charg'd  with  crimfon  wine,  and  ampler  one 
With  water,  nor  a  bag  with  food  replete 
Forgot,  nutritious,  grateful  to  the  tafte,.  3201 
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Nor  yet,  her  lateft  gift,  a  gentle  gale 

And  manageable,  which  Ulyfies  fpread, 

putting,  all  his  canvas  to  receive. 

Befide  tb*  helm  be  "fat,  (leering  expert, 

Nor  fleep  fell.ever  on  his  eyes  that  watch'd  315 

Intent  the  Pleiads,  tardy  in  decline 

Bootes,  and  the  Bear,  call'd  elfe  the  Wain, 

JYbich,  in  bis  pqlsT/prifpn  circling,  looks 

Direcft  tovpard  Orion,  and  alone 

Of  thefe  finks  nevi?r  to  the  briny  lieep.  330 

That  ftar  the:  lovely  Goddefs  bade  him  hold 

Continual  on  his  Ipft  through  all  his  courfe. 

'^gn  days  and  fev'n,  he,  navigating,  deav'd 

The  brine,  and  on  the  eighteenth  day,  at  length, 

The  fliadowy  tnountains  of  Phseacia's  land  335 

Defcried,  where  neareft 'to  his  courfe  it  lay 

Like  a  broad  buckler  on  the  waves  afloat. 

But  Neptune,  now  returning  from  the  land 
Of  Ethiopia,  mark'd  him  on  his  raft 
Skimming  the  billows,  from  the  mountain-tops  340 

Of  diftant  Solyma*.     With  tenfold  wrath 
Inflamed  that  fight  he  view'd,  his  brows  he  Ihook, 
And  thus  within  himfelf,  indignant,  fpake. 

So  then — new  counfels  in  the  Ikies,  it  feems. 
Propitious  to  Ulyfles,  have  prevail'd  345 

Since  ^Ethiopia  hath  been  my  abode. 

*  The  Sdymt  were  the  antieat  inbabitantt  of  Ftildia  in  Afi^Minor. 
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He  fees  Phaeacia  nigh,  where  he  muft  leap 
The  bound'ry  of  his  woes ;  but  ere  thaC  hour 
Arrive,  I  will  enfure  him  many  a  groan. 

So  faying,  he  grafp'd  his  trident,  gathered  denfe       35^ 
The  clouds  and  troubled  ocean ;  evVy  ftorm 
From  ev'ry  point  he  fummon'd,  earth  and  fea 
IMrkening,  and  the  night  fell  black  from  heav'n. 
The  Eaft,  the  South,  the  heavy-blowing  Weft, 
And  the  cold  North-wind  clear,  aHaiTd  at  once         '    355 
His  raft,  and  heaved  oa  high  the  billowy  flood. 
All  hope,  all  courage,  in  that  moment,  loft. 
The  Hero  thus  within  himfelf  complain'd 

Wretch  that  I  am,  what  deftiny  at  laft 
Attends  me!  much  I  fear  the  Goddefs' words  360 

All  true,  which  threaten'd  ine  with  num'rous  ills 
On  the  wide  fea,  ere  I  fliould  reach  my  home. 
Behold  them  all  fidfill'dl  with  what  a  ftorm 
Jove  hangs  the  heav'ns,  and  agitates  the  Deep ! 
The  winds  combined  beat  on  me.     Now  I  link!  365 

Thrice  bleft,  and  more  than  thrice,  Achaia's  ions 
At  Ilium  flain  for  the  Atridae'  fake ! 
Ah,  would  to  heav'n  that,  dyings  1  had  felt 
That  day  the  ftrofce  of  fate,  when  me  the  dead 
Achilles  guarding,  with  a  thoufand  Ipears  37a 

Troy's  furious  hoft  aflail'd^  Funereal  rites 
I  then  had  fliared,  and  praife  from  ev'ry  Greek, 
WhcHn  now  the  moft  inglorious  death  awaits< 
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While  thus  he  fpake^  a  billow  on  his  head 
Burfting  impetuous,  whirl'd  the  raft  around,  375 

And,  dafliing  from  his  grafp  the  helm,  himfelf 
Pliinged  far  remote.     Then  came  a  fudden  guft 
Of  mingling  winds,  that  in  the  middle  fnapp'd 
His  malt,  and,  hurried  o'er  the  waves  afar, 
Both  fail  and  fail'yard  fell  into  the  flood.  jSm- 

Long  time  fubmerged  he  lay,  nor  could  with  eafe 
Tht  violence  of  that  dread  Ihock.  furmount. 
Or  rife  to  air  again,  ib  burthenfome 
His  drench'd  apparel  proved  j  btit,  at  the  laft. 
He  rofe,  and,  rifing,  Iputtter'd  from  his  lips  385 

The  brine  that  trickled  copious  from  his  brows. 
Nor,  harrafs'd  as  he  Was,  refign'd  he  yet 
His  raft,  bat  bviffetting  the  waves  afidt 
With  defp'rate  eSofH,  feized  it,  and  again 
Faft  feated  on  the  middle  deekj  efcaped.  390 

Then  roU'd  the  raft  at  random  in  the  flood, 
"Wallowing  unwieldy,  tofs'd  from  wave  to  wave. 
As  when  in  autumn,  Boreas  o'er  the  plain 
Conglomerated  thorns  before  him  drives. 
They,  tangled,  to  each  other  dofe  adhere,  395 

So  hsr  the  winds  drove  wild  about  the  Deep. 
By  turns  the  South  confign'd  her  to  be  Iport 
For  the  rude  Notth-wind,  and,  by  turns,  the  Eaft 
yielded  her  to  the  worrying  Weft  a  prey. 
But  Cadmus'  beauteous  daughter  (Ino  once,  400 

Now  Darned  Leucothea)  faw  him ;  mortal  erft 
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Was  flie,  and  trod  the  «aith*,  but  nfrnph  bacfine 
Of  Ocean  fincei  in  honours  Ihares  divine.        •    • 
She  mark'd  his  anguiftt,  and,  while  tofs'd  he  roam'dt    - 
Pitied  UlylTes ;  froni  the  flood,  in  form  405 

A  cormorant,  (he  &pvf,  and  QSi  the  nft 
Clofe-corded  perching,  thus  the  Chief  sddtefsU 

Alas!  unhappy!  how  halt  thou  ipcenfe^ 
So  terribly  the  Shaker  of  the  fliores. 
That  he  purfues  thee  with  fuch  ntUn'rouii  ills  i  •  4t« 

Sink  thee  he  cannot,  wifli  it  a&  fas  cnay. 
Thus  do  (fOT  I  »poi?unt  thw  not  W)Mii6).  '; 

Thy  garments  putting  o£  let  drive  thy  raft , ,  > 

As  the  winds,  will,  then,  fwimming,  ftrive  to  reach 
Phseada,  where  thy  doom  is  to  efcape.  4^i 

Take  this.     This  ribboq  ^ind  beneath  tbf  irea&t 
Cdeftial  texture.     Th^iceforth  ev'ry  feat  ' 

Of  "death  difmifs,  and,  laying  once  thy  hand) 
On  the  firm  continent,  unbind  the  zone^ 
Which  thou  flialt  caft  far  diftant  from  the  ihor&         410 
Into  the  Deep,  turning  tiiy  face  away. 

So  faying,  the  Goddcfs  gave  intp  bis  hand 
The  wond'rou^  zopej  and,  connorant  in  form, 
PUinging  herfelf  into  the  wavp»  ^m 
Headlong,  was  hidden  by  the  dofipg  good.  4»S 

But  ftill  Ulyfles  fat  perplex'd,  and  thus 
The  toU-enduiing  Hw>  i!!»fo{i'd  f^d.. 

*  The  Tranllator  finding  hlmlelf  free  to  cbufe  between  i\Aytiitvm  atld  iintrra, 
has  preferred  the  iiifter.  ; 
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Alas  t  I  tremlile  left  fome  God  defign 
T'  enfnare  me  yet,  bidding  me  quit  the  raft. 
But  let  me  well  bevrate  how  I  obey  430 

Top  fooQ  that  preoept,  for  I  faw  the  land 
Of  my  foretold  deliv'rance  far  remota 
Thus,  therefore^  will  I  db,  for  fueh  appears 
My  wifer  couife.     So  long  as  yet  the  planks 
Mutual  adhere,  continuing  on  board  435 

M^raft,  1  will  endure  whatever  woes. 
But  when  the  wave*  (hall  (hatter  i«,  I  will  fwim. 
My  fole  refource  ibeil  left.     Whitethus  heratriedv 
Neptune  a  bilteW  of  enormous  bulk 
HoUowM  into  an  overwhelming  arcb  44« 

On; -high  up-heaving,  fmote  him;     As  the  wind 
Tempeftiious^  falling  on  fome  ftiAble-'heap, 

The  arid  ftraws  diffipates  ev'rywayj' 

So  flew  the  timbers.     He,  a  fingle  beam- 

Beftriding,  oar'd  it  onward  with  his  feet,  445: 

As.he  had-,  urged  an  horfei     His  raiment,  then. 

Gift  of  Calypfo,  putting  off,  he  bound 

His  girdle  on,  and  prone  into  the  fea 

With  wide-fpread  palms  prepai'd  for  fwiinming,  feB; 

Shore-ihaker  Neptune  notsd  him' ;■  he  Ihook  4501 

His.  awful  brows,  and  in  his  heart  he  faidj 

Thus>  fuffring  many  mis'ries  roam  the  flood,. 
Till  thou  flialt  mingle  with  a  race  of  men 
Heaven's  fpecial  favourite? ;  yet  even  there 
Fear  not  that  thou.  Ihalt  feel  thy  forroWs  lighti.  455 
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He  fajd,  and  fcourging  his  bright  fteeds,  arrived 
At  ^gee,  where  his  glorious  palace  flands.      < 

But  other  thoughts  Minerva's  mind,  employ'd 
Jove's  daughter ;  ev'ry  wind  binding  befide, 
She  hilTd  thenii  and  enjoin'd  them  all  to  fleepi  46a 

But  roufed  fwift  Boreas,  and  the  billows  broke  ■ 
Before  Ulyffes,  that,  deliver'd  fafe 
From  a  dire  death,  the  noble  Chief  might  mix 
With  maritime  Pbseacix's  fens  reoown'd. 

Two  nights  he  wandet'd,  and  two  days,  the  flood.   465: 
Tempeftuous,  death  expeiSling  ev'ry'hour; 
But  when  Aurora,  radiant-hair'd,  had  brought 
The  third  day  to  a  dofe,  then  ceas'd  the  wind,    .    . 
And  breatblefs  cime  a  cahn;  l>e,  nigh  at  hand.  :'■  ■■ 
The  fhore  beheld,  darting  acute  tus  iightl         .     v    4.7  a' 
-Toward  it,  from  i  billow's  tow'ring  top.. 

Precious  as  to  his  childi«a  feeme  the,  life: 
Of  fome  fond  father  through'  difeafe  longHime  •■ 
And  pain  ftretchM  languid  on  his  couch, .the- pr«y    ,.  ■ 
Of  fome  vindiflive  Pow'r,  but  now,  at  laft,.  475; 

By  gracious  heav'n  to  eafe  and  health  reftored,, 
Sa grateful  to  Ulyffis' fight  appear'd  ...      • 

Forefts  and  hills.     Impatient  with  .Us  feet 
To  prefs  the  ftiore,  he  fwam ;.  but  when  withiii.  : 
Such  diftance  as  »fliout  may  fly,  he  came,.  48* 

The  thunder  of  the  fea  againft  the  rods  .  ■ : 

Then  fmote  his  ear;  for  hoarfe  the  billows  ronU. 
On,thefirm.land,  Stelch'd  horrible  abroad,. 
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And  the  fyH  fjw^y  dUnm'd  ^1  things  to  his  view. 

For  neither  port  for  fljips  nor  (helt'ring  cove  485 

Was  there,  but  the  rude  coaft  a  headland  Wuff 

Prefented,  rocks  and  craggy  mafliis  huge. 

Then,  hope  and  ftrength  exbaufted  both,,  deep-groan'd 

The  Chief,  jind  in  his  noble  heart  compiain'd. 

Alas !  though  Jove  hath  given  me  to  behold,  490 

Unhoped,  the  land  again,  and  I  have  pafs'dj  , 

Furrowing  my  way,  thefe.num'rovn  waves,  there  feems 
Na  egrcls  from  tjie  hoary  flood  for  mp. 
Sharp  ftones  hem  in  the  waters ;  wild  the  furge 
Raves  ev'ry where ;  and  ftpooth  the  rocks  arife ;  495 

Deep  alfo  is  the  fhore,  on  which  my  feet 
No  ftanding  gain,  or  chance  of  fafe  efcape. 
What  if  fome  billow  catch  roe  from  the  Deep 
Emerging,  and  againA  the  pointed  rocks 
Dalh  me  confliSing  with  its  &rce  in  vain  f  500 

But  fliould  I,  fwimming,  trace  the  coaft  in  fearch 
Of  floping  beach,  haven  or  Ihelter'd  creek, 
I  fear  left,  groaning,  I  be  fnatch'd  again 
By  ftormy  gufts  into  the  filhy  Deep, 
Or  left  fome  monfter  of  the  fiopd  receive  505 

Command  to  feize  me,  of  the  many  fuch 
By  the  illuftrious  Amphltrite  bred ; 
Eor  that  the  mighty  Shaker  of  the  ifaores 
Hates  me  implacabki  too  well  I  know. 

While  inch  difcourfe  within  himfelf  he  held,         .510 
A  huge  wave  heav'd  him  on  the  ruggffl  coaft, 

Where 
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Where  flay'd  his  flefti  had  been,  and  all  his  bones 

Broken  together,  but  for  the  infofed 

Good  counfel  of  Minerva  azure-eyed. 

With  both  hands  fuddenly  he  feized  the  rock,  515 

And,  groaning,  clench'd  it  till  the  billow  pafs'd. 

So  baffled  he  that  wave ;  but  yet  again 

The  refluent  flood  nilh'd  on  him,  and  with  force 

RefilUefs  dalh'd  him  fair  into  the  fea. 

As  pebbles  to  the  hollow  polypus  Jio 

Extraiked  from  his  ftony  bed,  adhere. 

So  he,  Sie  rough  rocks  clafping,  ftripiyd  his  hands 

Raw,  and  the  billows  now  whelm'd  him  again. 

Then  had  the  haplefs  Hero  premature 

Perilh'd,  but  for  fagacity  infpired  "  51^ 

By  Pallas  azure-eyed.     Forth  from  the  waves  '1 

Emerging,  where  the  furf  burft  on  the  rocks. 

He  coafted  (looking  landward  as  he  fwam) 

The  (hore,  with  hope  of  port  or  level  beach. 

But  when,  ftill  fwimming,  to  the  mouth  he  came        530 

Of  a  fmooth-fliding  river,  there  he  deem'd 

Safeft  th'  afcent,  for  it  was  undeform'd 

By  rocks,  and  flielter'd  clofe  from  ev'ry  wind. 

He  felt  the  current,  and  thus,  ardent,  pray'd. 

Oh  hear,  whate'er  thy  name,  Sov'reign,  who  niPft  555 
This  river !  at  whofe  month,  from  all  the  threats. 
Of  Neptune  'fcap'd,  wit!h  rapture  I  arrive. 
Even  the  Immortal  Gods  the  wand'rer's  pray't 
Refpea,  and  fuch  am  I,  who  reach,  at  lengtli, 
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Thy  ftreim,  and  daip  thy  knees,  after  long  toil.  540 

I  am  thy  fuppliant.     Oh  King  !  pity  me. 

Hefaid;  the  river  God  at  once  reprefs'd 
His. current,  and  it  ceas'd;  fmooth  he  prepared 
The  way  before  Ulyfles,  and  the  Und    • 
Vouchfafed  him  eafy  at  his  channel's  mouth. .  545 

There,  once  again  he  bent  for  eafe  liis  limbs 
Both  arms  and  knees,  in  oonflift  with  the  floods 
Exhaufted ;  fwoln  his  body  was  all  o'er,  . 

And  from  his  mouth  and  nottrils  ftream'd  the  brine. 
Breathless  and  fpeechlefs,  and  of  life  well  nigh  .  SS" 

Bereft  he  lay,  through  dreadful  toil  immenfe. 
But  when,  revived,  his  diffipated  pow'rs 
He  recollefted,  looling  from  beneath 
His  breaft  the  zone  divine,  he  caft  it  far 
Into  the  brackifti  ftream,  and  a  huge  wave  555 

Returning  bore  it  downward  to  the  fea, 
Where  Ino  caught  it.     Then,  the  river's  brink 
Abandoning,  among  the  ruflies  prone 
He  lay,  kifs'd  oft  the  foil,  and  lighing,  faid. 

Ah  me  I  what  fufferings  muft  I  now  fuftain,  560 

What  doom,  at  laft,  awaits  me  f  If  I  watch 
This  woeful  night,  here,  4t  the  river's  fide. 
What  hope  but  that  the  froft  and  copious  dews, 
Weak  as  I  am,  my  remnant  fmall  of  life 
Shall  quite  extinguifli,  and  the  chilly  air  565 

Breath'd  from  the  river  at  the  dawn  of  day  ? 
But  if,  afcending,  this  declivity 
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Jljin  the  woods,  an^ifc^HSfrflS^^IO'teiftsI  yib  riiiv.-  o'^ 
(if  fleep  indeed  o»iju6n<t«Sif?Ker^jd.:n(.'{vr  no  ,/r^oJ  zlll 
And  coId-hgftHi9}>|4):lth?PjJt(hav^A^«  ??./■?",(■  r; '.  "  W? 
Left  I  be  torn  by  wild  f^^s^  flgfljjfei(<n^(j.  ^„;,,- ,  .•;,,,    q 

Long  time  he  mufed,  but,  at  the  laft,  his  coune 
Bent  to  the  woods,  which  not  remote  he  faw 
From  the  fea-brink,  confpicuous  on  a  hill. 
Arrived,  between  two  neighbour  flirubs  he  crept,        575, 
Both  olives,  this  the  frilitfiil,  that  the  wild ; 
A  covert,  which  nor  rough  winds, blowing  moilt 
Could  penetrate,  nor  could  the  noon-day  fun    • 
Smite  through  it,  or  uncealing  ihowVs  pervade,  . 
So  thick  a  roof  the  ample  branches  form'd  580 

Clofe  interwoven ;  under  thefe  the  ChieS  I  ,      . 
Retiring,  with  indnftrlous  hands  a  bed 
Collected  broad  of  leaves,  which  there  he  found 
Abundant  fti^w'd,  fuch  ftore  as  had  fufficed 
Two  travellers  or  three  for  cov'ring  warm,  585 

Though  .winter's  rougheft  blafls  had  rag'd  the  while. 
That  bed  with  joy  the  fufPring  Chief  renown'd 
Contemplated,  and  occupying  foon 
The  middle  fpace,  hillock'd  it  high  with  leaves. 
As  when  fome  fwain  hath  hidden  deep  his  torch         590 
Beneath  the  embers,  at  the  verge  extreme 
Of  all  his  farm,  where,  having  neighbours  none, 
He  faves  a  feed  or  two  of  future  flame 
Alive,  doom'd  elfe  to  fetch  it  from  afar,  , 
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So  with  dry  leaves  XHjtBis  bvei^reid       -  59  j 

His  body,  on  whofe  eyes  AGnem  poiaM 
The  balm  of  fleep  copious,  that  he  nught  tx&e 
Repofe  again,  after  long  toS  Itvere. 


A  R  G'V- 


,  Google 


ARGUMENT 


OF      THE 


SIXTH        BOOK.' 


Minerva  dfiiigning  on  ioterricw  between  the  daughter  of  Alcinous 
and  VlySeSt  admonilhes  her  in  a  dieam  to  carry  down  her  cloaths 
to  the  river,  that  {he  may  walh  them,  and  make  them  ready  lor 
her  appnnohing  nuptials.  That  talk  petfermed,  the  Ptinceft  and  her 
train  amufc  them&lres  with  pby  i  by  accideiu  tfaey  amaloc  VljS»i 
he  comes  forth  from  the-  nwxt  and  applies  himlclf  with  much 
addrefs  to  Nauficaa,  who  compaflionating  his  diAteiTod  conditioOf 
and  being  mach  a£i3xd  by  the  dignity  of  his  appearance,  intereftt 
herielf  in  his  &Tor,  and  conducts  him  to  die  city. 


BOOK        VI. 

THERE  thea  the  noble  fuffrer  lay,  by  fleep 
Opprefs'd  and  labour;  meantime^  Pallas  Ibught 
The  populous  dty  of  Phxacia's  fons. 
They,  in  old  time,  in  Hypereia  dwelt 
The  fpacious,  neighbours  of  a  giant  race  5 

The  haughty  Cy<;lops,  who,  endued  with  pow^ 
Superior,  troubledthem  with  Sequent  wrongs. 
Ciodlike  Naufitboiis  then  arofe,  whe  thence 
To  Scheria  led  them,  from  all  nations  verfed 
In  arts  of  cultivated  life,  remote;  le 
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With  bulwjirks  ilrong;  their  city  he  enclofed, 

Built  houfes  for'them,  temples  to  tlie  Gods> 

And  gave  to  each  a  portion  of  the  foil. 

But  he,  already  by  decree  oif  fate 

Had  jourwy'dito  ths  fti^es,  apd  in  his  ftead  -  ij 

Alcinoiis,  by  the  Gods  inftrufled,  reign'd. 

To  his  abode  Minerva  azure-eyed 

Tfiepiir'di'iri^gl^aih'g'n'oUght  which' m^       advaiice  '['' . 

J^agnaniijlpvis  Ulyffes' iafe  return.'  V\ 

-SU^ Jlought:the  fumptuous  chamber  where,. is  form        20 

<Aii4'{^aciire''Perfe£t  as  the;  Gpds,  thfe. young   - ;       ... 

teiffifaai',  (biigfiter  of  the  Kirigi-4!epofed.'   ' 

Tau.pjr^the  pillars  of.  the'portal, lay         '.'   '  ;'; 

Two  damfels,  one  on  either  fide,  adom'd  .   .      '   ' 

By  all  the  Graces,  and  the  doors  were  Ihut.  45 

Soft  as  a  breathing  air,  (he  ftole  toward  i 

The  royal  virgin's  couch,  and  at  her  head 

Standing,  addrefs'd  her.     Daughter  Ihe  appear'd 

Of  Pyinas,"  famed  for  tnaritiine  exploits,       

Her  friend  and  her  coeval;  fo  dilguifed  -    30 

Caerulean-eyed  Minetva  thus  began. 

Nauficaa.!  wherefore  hath  thy  mother  borne      . 
A  child  fo  negligent  ?  Thy  ga'rhients  (hare. 
Thy  moffi  inagriificerit,^  no^hbught  of  thine. ' 
Yet  thou  muft  tiiarty  fo(5rt, 'ind  muft  provide  35 

Robes  for  th^felf,  andfor  thy  nuptial  train. 
Thy  fame,  on'thefe  concerns,  and  honour  ffand ; 
Thefe  managed  well,  thy  parents  Ihall  rejoice. 

The 
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The  dawn  appearing,  let  us  to  the  pbjce    ;'•  ■  ' 

Of  walhing, -where  tty  wbrk-mStel  will  be  40 

For  fpeedier  riddance  of  thy  taiflc,  Ikice  fo6h 

The  days  of  thy  virginitji  (haB  end i "        '       '   '■"'■'■ 

For  thou  art  woo'd  already  by  the  prime  .  ' 

Of  all  Phseacia,  country  of  thy  birth. 

Come  then — Iblicit  at  the  dawn  of  day  45 

Thy  royal  father,  that  he  fend  thee  forth   ' 

With  mules  and  carriage  for  conveyance  hiencc' 

Of  thy  beft  robes,  thy  mantle»  and  thy  zones. 

Thus,  more  commodioiiily  thou  (halt  perform 

The  journey,  for  the  ciftems  lie  remote.  '    S" 

So  faying,  Minerva,  Goddefs  azure-eyed, 
'Rofe  to  Olympus,  the  reputed  feat 
Eternal  of  the  Gods,  which  never  ftorms 
Difturb,  rains  drench,  or  fnow  invades,  but  calm 
The  expanfe  and  doudlefs  ihines  with  pureft  day.  jj 

There  the  inhabitants  divine  rejoicfr 
For  ever,  aod  (her  admonition  giv'n) 
Caerulean-eyed  Minerva  thither  flew. 

Now  came  Aurora  bright-enihroned^  whofe  rays^  • 
AwakenM  fair  Nauficaa  f  ft>e  her  dream  60 

Remember'd  wond'ring,  and  her  parents  fought 
Anxious  to  tell  them.     Them  flie  found  within. 
Belide  the  hearth  her  royd  mother  fat. 
Spinning  foft  fleeces  with  fea-purple  dyed. 
Among  hec  menial  maidens,  but  Ihe  met  65 

Her  father^whom  the  Nobles  of  the  land 
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Had  fummon'd,  iguiog  abroad  to  join 

The  illuftrious  Chiefs  in  oooodl.     At  his  fide 

She  ftood,  and  tSxaa  her  filial  fuit  pcefen'd. 

»Sir!  wilt  thou  lend  me  of  the  royal  wains.  7» 

A  fumpter-carriagef  for  I  wilh  to  bear 
My  coftly  cloaths  but  fullied  and  unfit 
For  ufe,  at  prefent,  to  the  lirer-iide. 
It  is  but  feemly  that  thou  &ould'ft  lep^ 
Thyfelf  to  confultation  with  the  Chiefs  75 

Of  all  Phaeads^  dad  in  pure  attire ; 
And  my  owa  brothers  five>  vho  dwell  at  Imom^ 
Two  wedded,  and  the  reft  of  age  to  wed. 
Are  all  delirous,  whea  they  dance,  to  wear 
Raiment  new  bleach'd ;  all  which  is  my  coacem.  ti 

So  fpake  Naulicaa;  for  Ibe  dared  not  name 
Her  own  g^ad  nuptials  to  her  fatbei's  ear, 
Who,  qanfcious  yet  of  ;dl  her  drift,  replied. 

I  grudge  thee  neither  mules,  my  child,  nor  aught 
That  thou  canft  alk  befide.     Go,  and  my  train  85 

Shall  fiunilh  thee  a  fumpter-carriage  forth 
High-built,  ftrong-wheel'd,  and  of  capacious  fize. 

So  faying,  he  ifliied  his  command,  whom  quick 
His  grooms  obey'd.    They  in  the  court  prepared 
The  fum^er-carriage»  and  adjoin'd  the  mules.  90 

And  now  the  virgin  from  her  chamber,  charged 

*  In  tbe  Original,  fhe  calls  him,  pappa !  a  more  natural  ftile  of  addrcls,  and  more 
endearing.  But  antient  as  this  appellative  is,  it  is  alfo  (o  familiar  in  moders  ufe, 
that  the  Tranllator  feaied  to  hazard  it. 
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With  raiment,  came,  ^rtiich  oa  the  car  fiie  plaoed, 

And  in  the  carriage-cheft,  meantime,  the  Queen> 

Her  mother,  viands  of  all  kinds  difpoled. 

And  fiird  a  jkin  with  wine.     Naulicaa  rofe  95 

Into  her  feat ;  but,  ere  <he  went,  recdved 

A  golden  crufe  of  oil  &om  the  Queen's  hand 

For  un£tion  of  herielf  and  of  her  maids. 

Then,  feizing  fcourge  and  reins,  the  ixlb'd  the  mides. 

They  trampled  loud  the  foil,  ftrwiing  to  draw  x«o 

Herfelf  with  all  her  vefture ;  nor  alone 

She  went,  but  follow'd  by  her  Tit;gin  train. 

At  the  delightful  rivulet  arrived 

Where  thofe  perennial  dftems  were  prepared 

With  pureft  dhryftal  of  the  fountdn  fed  105 

Profufe,  fuffident  for  the  deepeft  flains, 

Ldoling  the  mules,  they  drove  them  forth  to  browze 

On  the  fweet  herb  befide  the  dimpled  flood. 

The  carriage,  next,  lightening,  they  bore  in  hand 

The  garments  down  to  the  unfollied  wave,  no 

And  thruft  them  heap'd  into  the  pools,  tiieir  talk 

Difpatching  brift,  and  with  an  emulous  hafte. 

When  they  had  all  purified,  and  no  fpot 

Could  now  be  feen  or  Hemiih  more,  they  fpread 

The  raiment  orderly  along  the  beach  115 

Where  dalhing  tides  had  deanfed  the  pebbles  moft. 

And  laving,  next,  and  fmootl^g  o'er  wi^t  oil 

Their  limbs,  all  feated  on  the  river's  bank. 

They  took  repait,  leaving  the  garments,  ifattcb'd 
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Innoonf(teyf.fei;ynur,pf  t)ifi<fijivj,f»dry^;.,  ,:..•;..  ,-«*» 
Their  hupgpjr  f»tisfied,.,3t.(>fics  ^jijfe  .  :,  ,  :  .:  ].r.\ 
The  miftrefs  andj^ier,  train,;  .ajjfligultiing, off,.  ..  ..,  .  y^i 
-TJieir  head-attire,,  pUy'd  w^nton,with  the, ball,.  ,;  •,  ;  .^ . 
The  princefs  fing^ijg, fo^her  tnaids  the  whfle..  .,„  •  ^.j,  t 
Such  as  (haft^artffl'd  Diana  ro^ms  the  hills,  .  ,.  ■•  115 
Taygetus  Iky-caj*,  or  frjtiisnth,  i      • 

The,w^.bpar  phafingj-pr  (Bte^t-footed .hipd,.  ,  •  -,  ,  . 
M[  joy ;  the. ruf^  nymph?);  dai»ghters  pf  Joy^,.  ,  ,  . , ,.  ^ 
Sport  with  her,  and  l«itonfi's  heart  exults ; 

She  high  her  graceful  he^alpye  the, reft       ,       130 

And  features  lifts  divine,  i^hou^.ajj.  J);^  f'i'Jt';  '■    '■'!■■ 
With  eafe  diftioguipjaWf./rom.jthemrall  j.  ,^  ,-    ,.,  ,.. 
-So,  all  her  train,;flve,.sifgij;ijpj^f,.l^urpaf5*di^  ■   .„   . 

But  when  the  hc)ur  of  h,er  departure  thepce 
Approach'd  (the  mulfs  npw  yoked  agai^:  aad  .all,  .  .  -,  13^ 
Her  elegant  app?fel-foJded- neat),    ■         ■.  ,.   ,       -.,,.,. 
Minerva, azurereyed  tniifed  hoiy  to  wake  . 

Ulyffes,  that  he  might  behold  the  fair  ., 

Virgin,  his  djeftin'd  gujjle  into  the  town.       .    • 
The  Princefe,  then,  cafting  the  hall  towatd  .    140 

A  maiden  of  her  train,  .erroneous  threw  ;  - 

And  plunge^  it, deep  into  the, dimpling  ftream. 
A)l  fliriek'd ;  Ulyffes  at  the  found  awoke. 
And,  fitting,  meditated  thus  the  caufe. :. 

Ah  me!  what  mra-tal  race  inhabit  here?  145 

Rude  are  they,  contumacious  and  unjuft! 
Or  hofpitable,  and  who  fear  the  Gods  f 
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So  flirill  the  cry  and  feminine  of  nymphs 

Fills  all  the  air  around,  fuch  as  frequent 

The  hills,  clear  fountains,  and  herbaceous  meads.         150 

Is  this  a  neighbourhood  of  men  endued 

With  voice  articulate .'  But  what  avails 

To  a(k  ?  I  will  myfelf  go  forth  and  fee. 

So  faying,  divine  Ulyfles  from  beneath  •■ 

His  thicket  crept,  and  from  the  leafy  wood  155 

A  Spreading  branch  pluckM  forcibly,  defign'd 
A  -decent  (kreen  effeflual,  held  before. 
So  forthhe  went,  as  goes  the  lion  forth. 
The  mountain-lion,  confcious  of  his  ftrength, 
Whom  winds  have  vex'd  and  rains ;  fire  fills  his  eyes. 
And  whether  herds  Or  flocks,  or  woodland  deer  161 

He  find,  he.  rends  them,  and,  aduft  for  blood, 
Abftains  not  even  from  the  guarded  fold. 
Such  fure  to  feem  in  virgin  eyes,  the  Chief, 
All  naked  as  he  was,  left  his  retreat,  16  j 

Reluftant,  by  neceflity  conftradn'd. 
Him  foul  with  fea-foam  horror-ftruck  they  view'd. 
And  o'er  the  jutting  ihores  fled  all  difperfed. 
Nauficaa  alone  fled  not ;  for  her 

Pallas  courageous  made,  and  from  her  limbs,  179 

By  pow'r  cKvine,  all  tremour  took  away, 
F^UU  flie  expeifted  him;  he  doubtful  flood, 
Or  to  implore  the  lovely  itaid,  her  knees 
Embracing,  or,  aloof  Handing,  to  alk 
to  gentle  terms  difcrete  the  gift  of  cloathsi  175 
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And  guidance  to  the  dty  where  ft«e  dwelt. 

Him  &>  deliberating,  moft,  at  length. 

This  counfel  pteas'd ;  in  fuppUant  terms  aloof 

To  fue  to  her,  left  if  he  dafpVl  her  knees. 

The  virgin  ihould  that  bolder  courfe  refent.  j8» 

Then  gentle,  thus,  and  weD-advifed  he  fpake. 

Oh  Qaeen  t  thy  earneft  fupj^ant  I  approach. 
Art  thou  fome  Goddeg,  or  of  mortal  race  ? 
For  if  fome  Goddefs,  and  ftom  heaven  arrived, 
Diana,  then,  daughter  of  mighty  Jove  1S5 

1  deem  thee  moft,  for  fiKh  as  Iters  sqjpear 
Thy  form,  thy  ftaturej  and  thy  ab  divine. 
But,  if,  of  mortal  race,  thoa  dweH  below. 
Thrice  happy  then,  thy  parents  I  account. 
And  happy  thrice  thy  brethren.     Ah  ►  the  joy  tgty 

Which  always,  for  thy  feke,  th^-  boibms  fills. 
When  thee  they  view,  all  tovely  as  thott  art, 
Em'ring  majeftic  on  the  gracefiil  dancei 
But  him  beyond  aH  others  bleft  I  deem. 
The  youth,  who,  wealthier  than  his  rich  coiiq)eers,     rg-s 
Shall  win  and  lead  thee  to  hi*  honour'd  home. 
For  never  with  thefe  eyes  a  mortal  form 
Bebdd  I  comparaUe  aught  to  tfaine^ 
In  man  or  woman.     Wonder-rapt  I  gaze. 
Such  erft,  in  Delos,  I  beheM  a  palm  too 

Befide  the  altar  of  Apollo,  tall. 
And  growing  ftill ;  (for  tliither  too  I  faiW, 
And  num'rous  were  my  fdlowers  in  a  voyage 

Ordain'd 
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Ordain'd  my  ruin)  and  as  then  I  view'd 

That  palm  Idng  time  amazed,  fot  never  grew  as j 

So  ftrajt  a  fliaft,  fo  lovely  from  the  ground. 

So,  Princefs !  thee  with  wonder  I  behcdd, 

Charm'd  into  fixt  aftonUhrpent,  bjr  awe 

Alone  forbidden  to  embrace  tby  li^nees. 

For  I  am  one  on  whom  much  woe  hath  faU'Ot  cio 

Yefterday  I  efcaped  (the  twentieth  day 

pf  my  diftrefs  by  fea)  the  dreary  Deepj 

For,  all  thofe  days,  the  waves  and  rapid  ftomts 

Bore  me  along,  impetuous,  fhxB  the  ifle 

Ogygia;  'till  at  length  the  wUl  of  heav'n:  .    ai5 

Caft  me,  that  I  might  aUb  here  fuftain 

ASiftton,  on  yo^r  Aare;  for  reft,^  I  thinkt 

Is  not  for  me.     No.     The  immortal  Gods 

Have  much  tp  acctHnplilh.ere  that  day  arrive. 

But,  oh  Que^,  pity  me!  who  after  long  .  }tzo 

Calamities  endured,  of  all  who  lire 

Thee  firft  approach,  nor  mortal  know  belide 

Of  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  land. 

Shew  me  your  city;  give  me,  ulthou^  cparfe. 

Some  cov'ring  (if  coarfe  cov'ring  tbou  canft  give)  a»5 

And  may  the  Gods  thy  largeft  wilbes  grant, 

Houfe,  hufband,  toncord  I  for  of  all  the  gifts 

Of  heav'n,  more  precious  none  I  deem,  than  peace 

'Twixt  wedded  pair,  and  union  undifiidved ; 

Envy  torments  their  enemies^  but  joy  C50 

Fills  ev'ry  virtuous  breaft^  and  moft  their  own. 
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To  whom  Nauficaa  the  fair  replied. 
Siifce,  ftranger !  neither  bafe-  by  birth  thou  feemll, 
Nor  unintelligent,  (but  Jove,  the  King 
Olympian,  gives  to  good  and  bad  alike  135 

Profperity  according  to  his  will. 
And  grief  to  thee,  which  thou  muft  patient  bear) 
'Nc^,  therefore,  at  our  land  and  city  arrived. 
Nor  garment  thou  fhalt  want,  nor  anght  betide 
Due  to  a  fuppliant  gueft  like  thee  forlorn.  24* 

I  will  both  ihow  thee  where  our  city  ftands, 
And  who  dwell  here.     Phaeacia's  fdns  poffefs 
Tlfls  land ;  but  I  am  daughter  of  their  King 
The  brave  Alcinoiis,  on  whofe  fway  depetids 
For  ftrength  and  wealth  the  whole  Phseadan  race.       245 

She  faid,  and  to  her  beauteous  maidens  gave 
Inftant  commandment — My  attendants,  ftay  i 
Why  flee  ye  thiis,  and  whither,  from  the  fight 
Of  a  mere  mortal  f  Seems  he  in  your  eyes 
Some  enemy  of  ours  >  The  heart  beats  not,  bjo 

Nor  fliall  it  beat  hereafter,  which  (hall  come'  :      '. 

An  enemy  to  the  Phseacian  fliores, 
SO  dear  td  the  immortal  Gods  are  we.  _ 
Remote,  amid  the  billowy  Deep,  we  hold 
Our  dwelling,  utmoft  of  all  human-kind,.'  .    155 

And  free  from  mixture  with  a  foreign  race; 
This  man,  a  miferable  wand*rer  comes, 
Whom  we  are  bound  to'dherifti,  for  the  poor 
And  ftranger  are  from  Jove,  and  trivial  gifts 

To 
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To  fuch  are  welcome.     Bring  ye  therefore  food  160 

And  wine,  my  maidens,  for  the  gueft's  regale. 
And  lave  him  where  the  ftream  is  flielter'd  moft. 

She  fpake  j  they  ftood,  and  by  each  other's  words 
Encouraged,  placed  Ulyffes  where  the  bank. 
O'erhung  the  ftream,  as  fair  Naullcaa  bade,  »6j 

Daughter  of  King  Alcinoii*  the  renown'd.. 
Apparel  alfo  at  his  lide  they  fpread. 
Mantle  and  veft-,  and,  next,  the  limpid  oil 
Prefenting  to  him  in  the  golden  crufe, 
Exhorted  him  to  bathe  in  the  clear  ftreaoK.  a7a> 

Ulyffes  then  the  maidens  thus  befpake.. 

Ye  maidens,  ftand  apait,  that  !•  may  cleanfej, 
Myfelf,  my  ihoulders  from,  the  briny  furf. 
And  give  them  oil  which  they  have  wanted  long; 
But  in  your  prefence  I  baAe  not,  alliamed  *7S 

To  Ihow  myfalf  uncloath'd  to  female  eyes; 

He  faid;  they  went^  and  to  Naulicaa  tpld« 
Hisanfwer;  thai  the  Hero  in- the  ftream 
His  (houlders  laved,  and  loins  incrufted  rough- 
With  the;  fait  fpray,  and. with  his  hands  the  fcumi       2*6; 
Of  the  wild  ocean  from  his- locks  esprefs'd. 
SSnis  wafliM- all  over,  and  refrefti'd  with  oiH. 
He  put  the  garments  on,  .NauficaaJsgifti 
Then  Pallas,  progeny  of  Jove,  his  form. '  ' 

Dilated  more,  and  from  his  head  diffufed-  163 

His  curling  locks  like  hyaeinthine  flowersB  . 

Asrwhen  fome.artift,  by.  Minerva  made        ••         '    •     ' 

■■■i.  .  .  And: 
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And  Vulcan  wife  to  ejscirte  aB  .taflcs 

Ingenious,  binding  with  »  goldsn  verge 

Bright  filver,  finiflies  a  gFacefu]  work,  29a 

Such  grace  the  Qoddefs  oler  bis  ample  cheft 

Copious  difiufed,  ,and  o^er  his  manly:  brows, 

^Retiring,  on  the  beach  he  fet,  vrith  grace 

And  dignity  illumed,  where,  viewing  him. 

The  virgin  Princefs,  with  amazement  mark'd  loj 

His  beauty,  and  her  damftls  thus  befpake. 

My  white-arm'd  maidens,  liften  to  my  voice  I 
jNof  hated,  furs,  by  all  above,  this  man 
Among  Phaeacia's  godlike  fons  arrives. 
At  firft  I  deem'd  him  of  plebeian  fort  300 

Dilhonourable,  .but  be  now  aiTumes 
A  near  refemblance  to  the  Gods  above. 
Ah !  would  to  heav'n  it  were  my  lot  to  call 
Hulband,  fome  native  of  our  land  like  him 
Accomplifli'd,  and  content  to  inhabit  here !  305 

Give  him,  my  maidens,  food,  and  give  him  wine. 

She  ended ;  they,  obedient  to:  her  will. 
Both  wine  and  food,  difpatdiful,  placed,  and,  glad. 
Before  Ulylles ;  he  rapacious  ate, 

Toil-fuffring  Chief,  and  drank,. for  he  had  U^ed         316 
From  tafte  of  aliment  long  time  eftranged. 

On  other  thoughts  meawime  intent,  her  charge 
Of  folded  veftments  neat  the  Princefs  placed 
Within  the  royaj  wain,.  th?pj.yoked  the  mules, 
And  to  her  feat  h^rfelf.  ?riben(i|itag>  cali'd      .  -315 


Ulyfles 
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Ulyfies  to  depart,  and  thus  Ihe  fpake. 

Up,  ftranger !  feek  the  dty.     I  will  lead 
Thy  fteps  toward  my  royal  Father's  houfe. 
Where  all  Phaeacia's  Nobles  thou  (halt  fee. 
But  thou  (for  I  account  thee  not  unwife)  320 

This  courfe  purfue.    While  through  the  fields  we  pafs, 
And  labours  of  the  rural  hind,  fo  long 
With  my  attendants  follow  f aft  the  mulea 
And  fumpter-carriage.     I  will  be  thy  guide; 
But,  once  the  fummit  gain'd,  on  which  is  built  gag  ■ 

Our  city  with  proud  bulwarks  fenced  around. 
And  laved  on  both  fides  by  its  pleafant  port 
Of  narrow  entrance,  where  our  gallant  barks 
Line  all  the  road,  each  ftation*d  in  her  place,- 
And  where,  ac^oining  clofe  the  {plendid  fane  33a 

Of  Neptune,,  ftands  the  forum  with  huge  ftones^ 
From  quarries  thither  drawn,  conftrufled  ftrong,. 
In  which  the  rigging  of  their  barks  they  keep' 
Sail-cloth  and  cordage,  and  make  fmooth  their  oars ;: 
(For  bow  and  quives'the  Phseacian  race  33s 

Heed  not,  but  mafts  and  oars,  and  Ihips  well-poifed,. 
With  which  exulting  they  divide  the  flood); 
Then,  cautions,  I  would  <hnn  their  bitter  taunts 
Difguftful,  left  they  mock  me  as  I  pafs ;: 
For  of  the  meaner  people  fome  are  coarfe  j+o 

hi  the  extreme,  and  it  may  chance  that  onej. 
The  bafeft  there,,  feeing  us  OaR  exclaim—- 
What  handfome  ftranger  o£' athletic  form 
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Attends  the  Princefs !,  Where  bad  Ihe  tbe.chante  ■ 
To  find  him .'  We-  fcaU  fee  them  wedded  fcton.  545 

Either  flie  hath  received  (ocae  vagrant  gueft 
From  diftant  landsj  (fof  no  liiiiid  neighbours  oors) . 
Ql  by  her  pray'rs  inceffaat  vfoii,  fome  God     ■ 
Hath  left,  the- heav!ni  to  be  for  ever  hers. 
""Tis  well  if  Ihe  have  found,  by  her  own  fearoli,         "  3SO 
An  hufband  for  herfelf,  fince  (he  acoouats;■ 
' The  Nobles  of  ,Phaeacia,  whorherhand    '.      -'.    ■ 
Solipit  nura'cous,  worthy  to  be  fcom'd-^ 
Thus  will  tbeyfpeakj  injurious;     I  Ihotild  Uutie 
A  virgin  guilty -of  fach  conduct  much,  •    -     ;   .  :         3SS- 
Myfelf,  -who  recklefs  of  her  parents  wiH,   : 
:Should  fo  familiar  with  a  man  confoft, . 
Ere  celebration  of  her  fpoufol  rites. 
But  mark  me,  ^Iranger  1  follovxing  my  advice,      ,  . 
Thou  flialt  the  iboner  at  my  father^  hands  360 

Obtain  fafe  condua  and  couveyaoce  home. 
Sacred  to  Pallas  a  delightful  grove 
Qf  poplars  (kirts  .the- road,  which  we  fliall  reach 
Ere  long;  within  that  grove  a  fountain  flows,       ' 
And  meads  encircle  it;  my  father's  farm      .  ■      365 

Is  there,  and  his  luxuriai)t  gacdcn-^ot;  ■     /  .1.       ' 

A  Ihout  might  reach  it  (torn  the.  city-walls.      .  <': 
There  wait,  'till  in  the  town  arrived,  we  gain 
My  father's  palace,  and  when  region  bids. 
Suppofe  us  ihere,  then  ent'nng  thou  the  town,     -        31^0 
Alk  where  Alcinous  dwell?,,  my  ¥»Iianl.Sirei  '   ■■■ 
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WeU  known  is  hfe  abode,  fo.tliaflwhheafe,  '  .  ..'        : 

A  child  might  lead  thee  to  it,  for  in  nomght ;   ...      ..: 

The  other  houfes  of  ottr  land;  the  honfe  •       . 

Refemblei  iitif^hi(!lx.'dnrelb  the. iiero^ .King.         ;    :  .375 

Aldnoiis.     Once  IrithiiBthe.couW  received  ;:n  1    .  ,j 

PaBjfe  not,  but,  with  fwift  pace  advancing,,  feek 

Mj!.,iiiMh«i:jj.a»liefiae:»  ootomn  fits 

In  the  hearth's  hlMft,.tvticling;lier  fleecy  threads .    .     ,.  ^ 

Tinged  with  fea-purpte,[hrigbt,  magilitottt,!:.- ,.  :,-.;ca8<*. 

With  all  her  maideos.oidtrly  behind..;  ■;;!/:         ■  T ,;'  .■'. 

There  alfo  ftands  my  father's  thione,  on  which 

Seated,  he  drinks  and  banquets' hke  a  God^ 

Pais  that ;  then  fuppliant  clafp  my  mother's  knees. 

So  flialt  thou  quickly  win  a  glad  return  385 

To  thy  own  home,  however  far  remote. 

Her  favour,  once,  and  her  kind  aid  fecured. 

Thenceforth  thou  may'ft  expedt  thy  friends  to  fee. 

Thy  dwelling,  and  thy  lutive  foil  again. 

So  faying,  ihe  with  her  fplendid  fcourge  the  mules  390 
Lalh'd  onward.     They  (the  ftream  foen  left  behind) 
With  even  footfleps  graceful  &aote  the  ground; 
But  fi>  ihe  ruled  them,  managing  with  art 
The  icourge,  as  not  to  leave  afar,  although 
Following  on  foot,  Ulyiles  and  her  train.  395 

The  fun  had  now  declined,  when  in  that  grove 
Rtepwif'd,  to  Pallas  facred,  they  arrived. 
In  which  Uly0es  fat,  and  fervent  thus 
Sued  'to  the  daughter  of  Jove  segis-arm'd. 

U  Daughter 
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Daughter  invincible  of  Jove  fupnme  I  .  400 

Oh,  bear  me !  Hear  me  noWt  becaufe  when  erft      . 
The  mighty  Shaker  of  the  Ihotes  inceoied  1 

Ta^'d  me  from  wave  to  wave,  thou  heardftt  mb  aotl^' 
. Grant  me,  among  Pha»cia*s fons,  to  fiad   -'  >-  1 

Benevolence  and  pity  of  my  woes!  .  .  .  '    1    i  ^oj 

He  fpake,  whofe  pray^  well-pleas'd  the  Gbdde&  IkKitd, 
But,  rev'i:encingtfie*broth«:<»f  hirfifeii  Ai:  ..        1:!     . 
ApEear'd  not  to  UiyiSs  yet,  whom  he. "  .-       -  :^ 
purfued  with  fury  to  hii  native  Jhores.  ':: 

•  Neptone.  ,    _ 


•:::' i   (■:'■<:  -r.U  i:M[:::  ii' ':.■■!  .      '    1' ..■.,;■   -.i-/ 
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lulcs,  by  her  dlredion,  at  %HiMlb4i'teQe  ^vn^  palace^ )infantl 

at  a  convenient  jci]pp^^..jei^^.^  ^^''^  ^^  received  Jiy  A^daoiit 

and  his  (j^ueen;  ^d  Hv^ng  relaited  to  thenv  the  maoptt  of  ^ 

being  cait'on  me  Adrc'oT'S'cliena,  and  received  &oin~Aicmoijs'  the 

promife  of  fafe  cond.H'lMJft'tetaito'Tifti  ■''•r-  ^  '  =1^  "'a 

j_s  nno"t  f:i   ,rfiiri  1.' r  ■  ..  ;-    '':r  '  :;VT3r,:l,-v 

.:'-|r:1  -i;)/rj;i.-]  "o.;  ;:' ;-..        ,'    ..  i  v '- -i"-.' J  A 

:S.X)  dCf.'  iflbf!*';:   ,•«!.;    .'.?•;  '.o.:.  r.v. 

.byiiupna'ci;;'!  ;*!,■  .  ;  ,  l-^!:  '1j  {<i?  ,V-3 

SUCH  tKagi'lKfliiffisptmlMnrafaiiGmef  RnbtMJ^  :^a 
To  Pallas  tB^ddq  fincBDtitns  the.vii;^n,  dcum     .' 
By  her  ftout  mulesaUHqaioi^  dky.innfafdr. .  '   c      '  ;  ::' 
And,  3t  her  fathe]fli)ilr^ufev}anansd,..&^iliEj^j  .- 
Stay'd  in  the  veftilwlafiiiar  l^oattiiiR&tei'  '  'j[ 

AU  godlike  yo\8iUN-«finnUih^q[iadt'ailc]undi 

l^fileafed  the!  tnnla« :  and  bore  tHeiiainfctlt  ia^ ' :    . 

Meantime,  tOcIMb^nii.dilarabeniiheriietiirn'd^'i  - 
Where,  ibon  as  Ihe  9tri*e<ianiantient  dan*   •- 
Eurymedjifa,  by ^leculiar  charge,.  .         .-...''    ji» 
Attendant  Oi^.fliatifervice,  kindlod  fire.    .    . .      .  .     :  i  : 

^-rovers  her  had  fibin!Bpitas  ta-<in^h«"  .-.'.j 

i  J  U  I  Long 
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Long  lince,  and  to  Alcinoiis  Ihe  had  fall'n 

By  public  gift,  fdi-thathe'ruled;  fujii'einei 

Phseacia,  and  as  oft  as  be  harangued  1 5 

The  multitude,  was  rev'reiibed  as  'i  God. 

She  waited  on  the  fair  Nauficaa,  <he 

Her  fuel  kindled,  and  her  footf  prepared. 

And  now  Ulyffes  from  his  feat  arofe 

Tq  feek.  the  {jty.iBnjwd  ■vijlwis.^.WsrgWrd   ,     ,  -/    :/»o 

&nfetoteaf,':Miiier?a,  OirtPi'dleniBji  ■  ^  ,'  -w;'! r.  :  i-!  .:.:..' 

teft,  haply,  fome  Phffiadatf  flrdfld  t)refnmfe  '•■  ■■:^-'---\-.  :■ 

T' Wuiit  the  Chieii  and  quettibhlwlience'he'camS^  '         , 

But  ere  he  enter'd  yet  ,tjif  ^e^ant^tSPfSuL,  „3  ^:x  i  ^  cllair.;  - 

Minerva  aztire-eyed  met  him,  in  form  15 

A  blooming  maid,  bearing  her  pitcher  forth. 

She  flood  before  .{lim,  andith^4>o8ifc  CSiief 

Ulyfies,  of  the  Goddefs  thus  enquired. 

Dau^Mrdrtni&rfllSuidire^inle^nnttie'hbWfli!  lVMr\ 
Of  braTe'Albii^aas^'wfadthirdiisiaad  pbb;«f '''!'.'I  ol'  <^tj 
For  I.have  here,'aSamied,-:after loi^ifjjl,- :..'.;.ti  'atsh  -.i.i.v", 
And  from  a  country'iirjrarime^naigtdts'lit'!  i.iri  5c  ,f.n/, 
Xo  all  who  in  Phx«ftiaid*dli."  nnino«l>oi;Jtov  :  rl;  ni  h'-fni" 

Towhom  j!he.<3oddi*.pf;tfiea»ik!e-«ye»,>.;  siii.';  ■:  ','■' 
The  manlioaof  itbyfinreh,'  jfaafa^^r«fntod!s'ii  :>.~ii:.ij^ 
Myfelf  will  fljWjUhMpibr'ii&tidjflaardwdlsr):;  ^vw:  \ :: ' 
Alcinoiis  from.iny  £atbai!siowi^iatibde sil  ;.■;  tj  ';  ,o' -:  ' 
Buthufh!  be  filent — I  wi^  Jead  the  way  j  '  ■      ». 

Mark  no  man;  queftianinfi  man,;  fer'Uieflgfat ' 
Of  ilrangers  is  umjitnl  UeEek:iafiJd.oold  '  r.  f       1   •    -      40 

The 
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The  welcome  by  thte  peojde  ihown  tor  fuch. 
They,  tmfting  in  fwift-  (hips,,  by  the  free  ffsat 
Of  Neptune  traverfe  bis  wide  waters,  borne 
As  if  on  wings,  .or  vitb  fh^  fpeed  of  ttiought. 

So  fpalce  the  Goddelsi  and  with  nimble  pace  45 

Led  on,  whofe  footilep^  he,  as  quick,  purfued. 
But  ftill  the  fean^an-thrpo^  though  whom  be  gafs'd 
Perceiv'd  him  nqiti;  ^$i(^e£v;^,  Godcfefi  dread,  ^ 

That  fight  forbidding  them,  whf>le  eyes  ibe  dimm'd 
With  darkneCi.Aked.min^culoits  around  .  .     >.       5* 

Her  fav'rite.  Chief,  •  VlyU^,  wpnd'ring,  mark'd 
Their  port,  their  Btu^^  theijr  forum,  the  relbrt;, 
Of  Heroes,  and  tbeir.b^ttlementSiiiiblimB  ^  -  1 

Fenced  with  Off^_  44ke$  aroupd,  a  gkuious  Ihow  I-     -  . : 
But  when  the  King^  a^uftjabq^  he.  leach'd,  j^, 

Minerva  azure-eyed)  ^bi9ii,  .tljuus  b(^m. 
, 'iMy  fathpr;),  tbpftVshpWft  t|ip  i?QH<e.to.which. 
Thou  badlt  mf; iest4,tb^,'   ..Thou  ihalt  find  our  Chiefs 
And  higb-bora  Princes  b^^uetting  within. 
But  enter  fearing'pongbt,  for  boldeft  me/a,  .      60 

Speed  ever  ;befe  wwe  urbeneeive'ei:  they  may. 
Fiift  thou  <ba^  find  the  Queen,  knowq  by  jiec  name. 
Areta;  lineal  in  d^fi^  fromH^jP^ 
Who  gave  AldnoHs.biQb,  her  royal ,^Hfe. 
Neptune  begat  Na»$thoiJ%  ^  !the  firft,  6$. 

On  Peribsea,  loveli^ft  <^  her  fi^f ,   ... 
l,»teft-bom  daughter  of  Kflrymedon, 
Heroic  King  of  the  pMud'g>Wt  I3¥*» 
-    .,  ■  But 
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Who,  lofing  all  h'i9  tm^ous  p6sple,'fik>re4  ■'■■ 

The  fame  dread  fate  hi'mftjf.     Her  Neptune  lov'd,    •     79 

To  whom  (he  bore  a  fon,  the  mighty  prince  ■ 

Nalufithousi  in  bis  day  King  of  the  land.  ■ 

Naufithoiis  himfelf  two  Tons  begat, 

Rhexenor  and  Alcinous.     Mioebus  flew  ; 

Rhexenor  at  his  home,  a  bridegroom  yet,  75 

Who,  father  of'no  fon,  one  daughter  Itft,    •  -     - 1 

Areta,'wedSed  l*>  AlcinouS  now,       '  '■       ■''" 

And  whom  the  Sov'reign  in  fooh  honoiir  holds,' 

As  woman  none  enjoys  of  all  on  earth   ■       •  ...  - 1 

Exifting,  fubjeifts  of  an  hHlibantfs' powftv    -    '  <' 1  ;  ii-44' 

Like  veneration  fhe  frem  all  recdves'  •'  ,  ,./ij.;  iO 

Unfdgn'ili  ftom  hir  <kWH  children,  from  Wt^elf     '  -     •  ■ 

Aldnous,  and  from  all  PhaeaciA  race,  ■: 

Who,  gazing  on  her  as  llie  were  divine,      ■-  ••      ;•  ■ : '  '-^ 

Shout  whfen-  flie  tnoves  In  JHogrefe  through  tliel-»wn..   -85 

For  flje  no  Wifdom  wanW,  but  fits,-  herftjf, 

Arbitrefs  of  fucli  contefis  as  arife'      •-        ■    • '    '<;   '  -  .... 

B^ween  her  fav'rites,'  and  decides 'aright;        ..  ;  :    >:..•;. 

Her  count'nance  once  and  he*  kind  tudfeciihe^'i. '.>  ■'-  .■    ' 

Thou  may'fl  theiic^forth  expeil  thy  friends- to  fd^  '   '-^i 

Thy  dwelling,  and  thy  native  ibil  again.      ■   -      i  ;  j;.   . 

So  Pallas  fpatee,  Goddeft  cterufean-eyed)       -  "         <u  '' 
And,  o'er  the  untillaUe  aftid  barren  Deep     -     ■  ' '  ■     .;  ''-■ 
Departing,  Scheria  left,  land  of  delight, 
Whence  reaching  Maiiathon,  and  Athens  next,        ---'  -  ^J; 
She  pafs'd  into  Erefttete'  fargliddt;  i  ;  .  ai).,!' 

Ulyffes, 
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Plyffes,  then,  toward  the  palace  mo,ved 

Of  King  Aldnoiis,  but'immerfed  in  thought 

Stood,  iirii,  and  paufed,  ere  with  his  foot  he  prefi'd 

The  brazen  threlhoM ;  for  a  light  he  faw  loo 

As  of  the  fun  or  moon  illviming  clear 

The  palace  of  Phaeacia's  mighty  King. 

Walls  plated  bright  with-  brais,  on  either  fide 

Stretch'd  from  the  portal  to  th'  interior  houfe. 

With  azure  cornice  crown'd  J  the  doors  were  «>ld        loj 

Which  Ihut  the  palace  faft ;  jGlyer  the  polls 

^ear'd  on  a  brazen  threlhold,  and  above. 

The  lintels,  filver,  architraved  with  gold. 

Maftifis,  in  gold  and  filvelr,  lined  the  apcroacb 

On  either  fide,  by  art  celeftial  framed  ii« 

Of  Vulcan,  guardians  of  Alcinoiis  gate 

For  ever,  nnobnoxious  to  decay. 

Sheer  from  the  threflidd  to  the  Inner  houfe    i 

Fixt  thrones  the  walls,  through  all  their  length,  adom'd,. 

With  mantles  overfpread  of  fubtleft  warp      .  H5 

Tranfparent,  work  of  many  a  female  hand. ;  : 

9li  ithefe  the  prinpes  ef  Ptaaeacia  lat,  : :,. 

Holding  perpftual  feafts,  while  gStlden.  youths'  .   . 

On  all  the  funjptMPSiialtar*  ftoAlt  theirhands  :  '    -. 

With  burniqg;,toirflhe5  chirfg'<^  JUfcioh,  night  by  night, ;  : 

Shed  radiance  oyer  all  the  feftive  throng.  1 4.1 

Full  fifty  female  menials  fery'd  the  King 

foboufchc*!  offices.;  the  rajad: mJHs  .        v 

Th'efe  tviming,  pulverize  tht  mellOWB  gi'ain. 
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Tbofe,  feated  orderly,  the  purple  Seete     ■  •  >     -lis 

Wind  off,  or  jdy  the  looipj  reftlefe  as  leaves 
Of  lofty  poplars  fluttering  in  the  breeze ; 
.    •  Bright  as  with  oil  the  new-wrought  texture  (hone.    - 
Far  as  Phaeadan  mariners  all  elle  ■  - 

Surpafs,  the  fwift  (hip  urg^g  through  the  floods,        130 
So  far  in  tiffue-work  the  women  pafs 
All  others,  by  Minerva's  felf  endowM 
With  richeft  fancy  and  fuperiorikill. 
Without  the  court,  and  to  the  g^tes  adjoin'd 
A  fpacious  garden-lay,  fenced  all' around  13J 

Secure,  four  acres  meafurJng  complete.  •   • 
There  grew  luxuriant  many  a  lofty  tree; 
Pomegranate,  pear,  the  apple  blulhing  bright, 
The  honied  fig,  and  undtuous  olive  fmooth, 
Thofe  fruits,  nor  winter's  cold  nor  fummefs  heat         140 
Fear  ever,  fail  not,  wither  not,  but  hang 
Perennial,  while  unceafing  zephyr  breathes 
Gently  on  all,  enlarging  thefe,  and  thofe 
Maturing  genial ;  in  an  endlefs  courie  ,  '- 

Pears  after  pears  to  fuU  diflttenfions  iwell,  ■  t4S' 

Figs  follow  figs,-  gtapes  duflJring  grow  ^ain  - ;  , .  '  - 
Where  clutters  grew,  atid' (ev'ry  apple  ftript)  '  '-  ■  '■■:  --- 
The  boughs  fobn  tempt  the gath'rer  as  before.        '■   -'iV' 

Pope  has  given  no  truiflation  brtfiis  line  in  the  text  of  fits  worl^  biit  his  tranjlated 
itinanotc.  It  is  vaitoufly  i|iterpreted:b^;cointeentatfrn)  llie  fenfe  iviii^k^'s4idM 
givenof  itisthatrecommeRdMl.by  Euftltlliu,.  .-'.:.• 

"There 
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There  too,  well-rooted,  and  of  fruit,  profufe. 

His  vineyard  grows ;  part,  wide-extended,  balks  1 50 

In  the  fun's  beams;  the  arid  level  glows; 

In  part  they  gather,  and  in  part  they  tread 

The  winc-prefs,  while,  before  the  eye,  the  grapes 

Here  put  their  blolTom  forth,  there,  gather  faft 

Their  blacknefs.     On  the  garden's  verge  extreme         ijj 

Flow'rs  of  all  hues  fmile  all  the  year,:  arranged 

With  neateft  art  judicidus,  and  amid 

The  lovely  fcene  two  foiiWains  welling  forth, 

One  vifits.  Into  ev'ry  part  diffufed. 

The  garden-ground,  the  other  loft  beneath  160 

The  threfliold  fteals  into  the  palace-court. 

Whence  ev'ry  dtizeti  his  vafe  fupplies. 

Such  were  the  ample  bleffings  on  the  houfe 
Of  King  Aldnoijs  by  the  Gods  beltow'd. 

UlyiTes  wond'ring  Hood,  and  when,  at  length,  165 

Silent  he  had  the  whole  fair  fcene  admired,.     . 
With  rapid  ftep  eiitei'd  the  royal  gate.        ■ 
The  Chiefs  he  found  and  Senators  within 
Libation  pouring  to  the  vigilant  fpy 
Mercurius,  whom  with  wine  they  Worfliipp'd  laft  170 

Of  all  the  Gods,  and  M  the  hour  of  reft. 
Ulyffes,  toil-worn  Hero,'  tHrbugh  the  houfe 
Pafs'd  undetaying,  by  Minerva  thick 
With  darknefs  circumfiis'd,  'till  he  arrived 
Where  King  Alciaous  and  Areta  fat.  i^j; 

Around  Areta's  knees  his  arms  he  cafl, . 

X  And, 
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And^  in  that  roomient,  broken  clear  away 

The  cloud  all  went,  fhed  on  him  from  above. 

Dumb  fat  the  guefts,  feeing  the  unknown  Chie^ 

And  wond'ring  gazed.     He  thus  his  fuit  preferr'd.       1 80. 

Areta,  daughter  of  the  Godlike  Prince 
RhexenorT  fuppUant  at  thy  knees  I  fall, 
TJiy  royal  fpoufe  imploring,  and  thyfelf, 
(After  ten  thoufand  toils)  and  thefe  your  guefts, 
To  whom  heav'n  grant  felicity,  and  to  leave  185 

Their  treafures  to  their  babes,  with  all  the  right; 
And  honours,  by  the  people's  fufirage,  theirs ! 
But  oh  vouchfafe  me,  who  have  wanted  long 
And  ardent  wiih'd  my  home,  without  delay 
Safe  conduct  to  my  native  fliores  again  1  1 99 

Such  fuit  he  made,  and  in  the  alhes  fat 
At  the  hearth-fide ;  they  mute  long  time  remain'd, 
'^11,  at  the  la  ,  the  antient  Hwo  fpake 
Echeneus,  eldeft  of  Phaeacia's  fons. 
With  eloquence  beyond  the, reft  endow'd,  195 

Rich  in  traditionary  lore,  ahd  wife 
In  aU,  who  thus,  benevolent,  began. 

Not  honourable  to  thyfelf,  O  King ! 
Is  fuch  a  fight,  a  ftranger  on  the  ground 
At  the  hearth-fide  feated,  ^d  in  the  duft.  20* 

Meantime,  thy  guefts,  expe<aing  thy  command. 
Move  not ;  thou  therefore  raifing  by  hia  hand 
The  ftranger,  lead  him  to  a  throne,  and  bid 
The  heralds  mingl^  wine,  that  we  may  pour 

To 
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To  thunder-bearing  Jove,  the  fupjiiant's  friend.  aoj 

Then  let  the  cat'refs  for  thy  gueft  produce 
Supply,  a  fupper  from  the  laft  regale. 

Soon  as  thofe  words  Alcinoiis  heard,  the  King, 
Upraifing  by  his  hand  the  prudent  Chief  • 
UlylTes  from  the  hearth,  he  made  him  fit  sitt 

On  a  bright  throne,  difplacing  for  his  fake 
Laodamas  his  fon,  the  Virtuous  youth 
Who  fat  befide  him,  and  whom  moft  he  lov'd. 
And  now,  a  maiden  charg'd  with  g;oIden  ew'r 
And  with  an  argent  hnter,  pOuring,  firft,  Bi$ 

Pure  water  on  his  hands,  fupidy'd  him,  next. 
With  a  refplendeht  teble,  which  the  chafte 
Dire£lrefs  of  the  ftores  farnifh*d  with  bread 
And  dainties,  remnants  of  the  lafl:  regale. 
Then  ate  the  Hero  toit-inUred,  and  drank,  Btb 

And  to  his  herald  thus  Alcinous  fpake. 

Pontonous !  mingling  wine,  bear  it  around 
To  ev'ry  gueft  in  turn,  that  we  may  pour 
To  thunder-bearer  Jove,  the  ftranger's  friend, 
And  guardian  of  the  fiijjilianfsfacred  rights.  145 

He  faid ;  Fontbnous,  as  he  bade,  the  wine 
fMingled  delicious,  and  the  tops  difpenfed 
With  diftribution  lEgnlar  to  all. 
When  each  had  made  libation,  and  had  dnmk 
Sufficient,  then,  Alcinous  thus  began.  230 

Phseadan  Chiefs  and  Senators,  I  fpeak 
The  dilates  of  my  mind,  therefore  attend ! 

X  1  Ye 
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ye  iall  have  feafted — To  your  homes  and  fleep. 

We  will  affemble  at  the  dawn  of  day. 

More  fenior  Chiefs,  ihat  we  may  entertain  43S 

The  ftranger  here,  and  to  the  Gods  perform 

Due  facrifice ;  the  convoy  that  he  a(ks 

Shdl  next  engage  our  thoughts,  that  free  from  pain 

And  from  vexatiori,  by  our  friendly  aid 

He  may  revifit,  joyful  and  with  fpfied,  «40 

His  native  Ihore,  however  far  remote.  ' 

No  inconvenience  let  him  feel  or  harm, 

igre  his  arrival ;  but,  arrived,  thenceforth 

He  muft  endure  whatever  lot  the  Fates:  - 

Spun  for  him  in  the  moment  of  his  birth.  445 

But  fliould  he  prove  fome  Deity  from  heav"!! 

Defcended,  then  the  Immortals  have  in  view 

^Defigns  not  yet.  apparent ;  for  the  Gods" 

Have  ever  from  of  old  reveal'd  themfelves '"'.      '    - 

At  our  folemnities,  have  on  our  feats  ijo 

Sat  \yith  us  evident,  and  Ihared  the  feaft ; 

And  even  if  a  lingle  traveller   ; 

Of-,  the  Phaeacians  meet  them,  all  feferve 

They  lay  afidfc;  for  with  the  Gods  we  boaft 

As  near  affinity  as  do  themfelves  455 

*  The  Cyclops,  or  the  Giant  race  profane.  .  ;  ;. , . 

*  The  Scholiafl  explains  the  paflkge  thus — We  refemble  the  GwU  in  righteouf- 
,tef»4s  much  as  the  Cyclops-  and  GUnts  leTemMed  each  other  in  impiety.  Bu(  m 
this  fcnfe  of  it  there  is  fetnething  intricate  and  contrary  to  Homer's  manner, .  We 
have  feen  that  they  derived  tKemlelves  front  Neptunej  which  bifficiently  juAifies  the 
above  interpretation,  ■       '     . 

To 
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;    To  whom  Ulyfles,  evet-wiCe, ;  replied. 

Alcinoijs !  think  not  fo.     EefenUaDce  none 

In  figure  or  in  lineaments  I  bear 

To  fhe  immortal /tenants  of  the  <k,ies,  »6o 

Bat  to  the  fons.of  earth!  »f  jf  '^"ve  known 

A  ?ian  afflicted  with  a  weight  of  woe 

Peculiar,  let  me  be  with  him  compared ; 

Woes  even  paSin;g  his  could  I  relate. 

And  all  inflifted  on  me  by  the  Gods.  i6i 

But  let  me  eat,  comfortlefs  as  I.am, 

Unintemxpted  ;  for  no  call  is  loud 

As  that  of  hunger  in  the  ears  of  n)im;  , 

Importunate,  unreas'nable,  it  cqnftrains   , 

His  notice,  mpre.  than  all  his  woes  belide,        .  ,        ,270 

So,  I  much  forrow  feel,  yet:H95  the  left  1 

Ifear  I  the  blatant  appetite  .demand  r.  >'.  ; 

Due  fuftenance,  and  with  a  vcace  :that  diownS;  ,i. 

E'en  all  my  fuffrings,  't^  jtfelf  be  fill'd. 

But  expedite;  ye  M  the  diiwo;ofd»y  ,474 

My  fafe  return  into  my  i^ttive  land»  .     .      ..,■,. 

After  much  mis'ry;  and  let  life  itfdf 

Forfake  me,  may  I  but  once  more  behold 

All  that  is  mine,  in  my  owu.  lofty  »bpde,  :  .  .  ' 

He  fpake,  whom  all  appl^ufledijand  adviyfedsj:  >8« 

Unanimous,  the  gueft's  conveyance  home, 
5Vho  had  fo  fitly  fpoken..     When;  at  length,      .  ..   , 
All  had  lib^tionijpiade,  aQd  were  fu^efl,  ,:  :    „.. 
Departing  tphUbonfe,:  each,  fought  rqpqfe.,  ■       1 

But 
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But  ftill  Ulyffes  in  the  hsll  *emain'd,  085- 

Where,  godlike  King,  Al«iHous  at.  his  fide 

Sat,  and  Areta ;  the  attendants  deWd 

Meantime  the  board,  and'  ttius  the  Qoeeh  white-arm'd, 

(Marking  the  veft  and  iBafirtJe NfHich  ISe  wcire, 

And  which  her  maidens  and  herfelf  Had  made)  290 

In  accents  wing'd  With  *ager  hafte  tegasi. 

Stranger!  the  firft^ieftquiryAraH  be-niins; 
Who  art,  and  whence?  •J'^(jm\vhoM  rooei*'*ft  (Jwu  (tieki 
Saidft  not — I  came  a  wand'rer  o'er  the  Deiep? 

To  whom  Ulyffes,  ever-wife,  replied.  193 

Oh  Queen!  the  taflt  #^re 'di6k4ilt  to  un:f<]]d 
In  all  its  length  the  Iftclry  of  ftiy  wees,  i 

For  I  have  num'fous  fram  Vhe  Gods  reteiv'd  i 
But  I  will  anfwer  tfiee  as  b<*  I  tatty <  .  ■  ■  :  ... 

There  is  a  certain  itle,  Ogygia,  .placed  -  '     ''    •300 

F«r  diftant  in  the  biep;  tliere  dweHsj  by  iBaii      '■     -  '  ■ 
Alike  unvifited,  and  by  ifhe.OodSf   >  . 
Oslyplb,  beauteous  nylMiph, -btjt  fleeply  fldlTd-  ■  -- 
In  artifice,  and  terrible  iti  {>b#!F, 

Daughter  of  Atlas.     M&^dftemy&te      ■     ■    ■'        365 
Her  miferable  idmaie  auigie,  when  Jove 
Had  riv'n  afunder  with  his  "iatadent-telt 
My  bark  in  4lie  tttid-^feii    'Tttere 'perifliM  «n  ■'      . 
The  vaUant  partuets  of  thy  *tHl8,  and  I 
My  veffel's  keel  eBBbracing -day  and  .night.  I         gj^ 

With  folded  arms,  nine  diys  was  ^bciifafc  Ueftg.    -     • 
But  on  the  tentib  dttk  Dig^,  as  )^s'd  th«  ded$, 
'•■  '  They 
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They  drove  me  to  Ogygia,  where  refides 
Calypfo,  beauteous  nymph,  dreadful  in  pow'r ; 
She  refcued,  cherilh'd,  fed  me,  and  her  wilh 
WaS  to  confer  on  me  immortal  life, 
Exempt  for  emr  fram  the  tap  of  age. 
But  me  her  o&fd  boon  fway'd  not.     Sev'n  years 
I  there  abode  continual,  with  my  tears 
Bedewing  ceafelefs  my  ambnoSal  robes, 
Calypfo's  gift  divine ;  but  \rlKD,  at  length, 
(Sev'n  years  elapsU)  the  circling  eighth  arrived. 
She  then,  herfelf,  my  quick  departure  thence 
Advifed,  by  Jov^  own  mandate  overaw'd. 
Which  even  her  had  influendal  to  a  change. 
On  a  well-corded  raft  flie  fent  me  forth 
Widi  num'rous  pcefeuts ;  bread  fhe  put  and  wine 
On  board,  and  doaith'd  me  in  immortal  robes; 
She  fent  before  mealfiy  a  fair  wind 
Frefli-blowing,  but  not  dangYous.     Sev'nteen  day* 
I  failed  the  flood  continual,  and  delbhed. 
On  the  eighteaitb,  your  fliadowy  mountains  tall. 
When  my  exulting  heart  fprang  at  the  fight. 
All  wretched  as  I  was,  and  ilill  ordain'd 
To  ftrive  with  difficulties  many  and  hard 
From  adverie  Neptuiie ;  he  the  ftormy  wind's 
Exciting  oppo&e,  my  watYy  way 
Impeded,  and  the  waves  heav\)  to  a  butl: 
Immeafunable,  fiich  as  robbV  me  foon 
Deep-gjx)anipg,  of  the  raft,  my  only  hope-j 
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For  her  the  tempeft  {cattefd,  and  myfelf 

This  ocean  meafured  fwimming,  'tin  the  winds 

And  mighty  waters  caft  me  on  your  fliore.    - 

Me  there  emerging,  tlie'linge  waves  had  da(h'd 

Full  on  the  land,  wherev  incontmddions  moft,  345 

The  fliore  preferited  only  roiigheft  rocks, ' 

But,  leaving  it,  I  fwam'  the:  Deep  again, 

'Till  now,  at  laft,  arivei's.gtatib  ftream  •       - 

Receiv'd  me,  by  no  rocks  defonrfd,  and  wherfe 

No  violent  winds  the  flielter'd  bank  annoy'd."  35b 

I  flung  myfelf  on  fliore,  exhaulled,  weak. 

Needing  repofe ;  ambrolial  night  came  oti,  ■  V   ■  ■ 

When  from  the  Jove-defcended  flifceajii  withdrawn,  :' 

I  in  a  thicket  lay'd  me  down  on'  leaves 

Which  I  had  heap'd  together,  and  the  Gods  3 55 

O'erwhelm'd  my  "eye-lids  with  i  flood  of  fleejp. 

There  under  wither'd  leaves,  -forlorn,  I  flept 

All  the  long  night,  the  tnoming  and  the  noon, 

But  balmy  fleep,  at  the  decline  pf  day, 

Broke  from  me;  then,  your  daughter's  train  I  heard    360 

Sporting,  with  whoni  flie  alfo  fported,  fail! 

And  graceful  as  the  Gods.     To  her  I  kneel'd. 

She,  following  the  di(5bit6s  of  a  mind 

Ingenuous,  pafi'd.in  her  b^aviohr  all  .     ' 

Which  even  ye  could  from  an  age  like  hers 

Have  hoped;  for  youth  is  ever  indifcrete.  366 

She  gave  me  plenteous  food,  with  richeftwine 

^efrefli'd  my  fpiiit,  taught  me  where  to.  bathe. 

And 
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And  cloath'd  me  as  thou  feeft ;  Uius,  tho<%h  a  prey 

To  many  forrows,  I  have  told  thee  truth.         '  370 

To  whom  Aldnous  anlwer  thus  return'd;. 
My  daughteifs  coDidhdt  I  percchre,  hath  been 
In  this  erroneous,  that  Ihe  led:thei  not    .    t 
Hither,  at  once,  with  her  attendant  train, 
For  thy  firft  fuit  was  to  herfelf  alone;.  375 

Thus  then  Ulyfles,  wary  Chief,  replied;' 
Blame  not,  Q  Hero,  for  fo  flight  a  caofc       :  : ' 

Thy  faultlefs  child.;,  fhehade  me  follow:  them, 

But  I  refufed,  by  feairand  awe  reftraia'd,' 

Left  thou  fhouU'ft  feel  difpleafure  at  that  ilght  3801 

Tljyfelf ;  for  ve  are  aH,  in  ev'ry  clim^,' 

SuTjucious,  and  to  worft  conftrnflioHs  prone." 

So  fpake  Ulyfles,  to. whom  thus  the  King. 
I  bear  not,  ftranger !  in  my  breaft  an  heart 
Caufelefs  ica£ciblef  for  at  atttimes^  3^5 

A  temp'rate  equanimity  is  beft. 
And,  oh,  I  would  to  heay'n,  that,  being  fiich. 
As  now  thou  art,  and:  of  one  mind  with  me. 
Thou  would'ft  accept  ray  daughter,,  wouki'ft  become 
My  fon-in-law,  and  dwell  contented  here !  3^ 

Houfe  would  I  give  thee,  .and  poffeffions  tooi 
V^.ece  fuch  thy  choice ;  eKe,.  if  thou  chufe  it  not,. 
No  man  in  att  Phseacia.  fliall  by  force 
Detain  thee.     Jupiter  himfelf  forbid ! 
For  proof,  l  will  appoint  thee  convoy  hence  jgij- 

To-morrow ;  and  while,  thou  by  fleep  fubdued. 

,      Y.  Shalt 
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Shalt  on;  th)c  bedjtofoli),  th«;i  KkbLtheir/can  :; 
9]^1  brulh  the  plicid  flood,  'fill  tboii  arrive 
At  home,  or  at  what  place  rcneter.  thou  would.'flv 
.Though  far  more  difliuit  thaaSnbcea.liesy  400 

Remoteft  ifle  from  nsn  ttj'  the  report  •     , 
Of  ours,  who  faw,it  when  tbey  thithen  bore 
(^Iden-hair'd  RhadaUanChoK  ate  the  Dcepk 
To  vifit  earth-bom'Tityus.     To  that  ifle        •     '   > 
They  went;  they  readi',d  it,  and  they  brought  him  thence 
Back  to  Fhaacia,  in.  caie  day,,  with.  eafe.  406 

Thou  alfo  Ihalt  bp  taught  what  fliips.  I  boaft 
Untpatch'd  id  ,fwi£tne&,  and  how.  fa:  my  crews 
Excel],  upturning  with  their  oars  the  brine. 

Heceas'd;  .Uiyfles  toil-inur'd  his  words  410 

Exulting  heard,  and,  praying,  thus. replied. 

Eternal  Father !  may  the  King  perform 
His  whole  kind  promife!  grant  him  in  all  lands 
A  never-dying  name,  and  grant  to  me 
To  vifit  fafe  my  native  fliores  again !  41  j 

Thus  they  conferr'd ;  and  now  Areta  bade 
Her  fair  attendants  drefs  a  fleecy  couch 
Under  the  portico,  with  purple  rugs 
Refplendent,  and  with  arras  fpread  beneat^i. 
And  over,  all  with  cloaks  of  Ihaggy  jale.  4  jo 

Forth  went  the  m^dens,  bearing  each  a  torch. 
And,  as  flie  bade,  prepared  in  hafte  a  couch 
Of  depth  commodious,  then,  returning,  gave 
Wyffes  welcome  fummons  to  repofe. 

Stranger ! 
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Stranger !  thy  couch  is  fpread.     Hence  to  thy  reft. 
So  they — Thrice  grateful  to  hU'fooi  tiie  thought         446 
Seem'd  of  repofe.     There  flept  Ulyfles,  then. 
On  his  carv'd  couch,  beneath  the  (xirtico, 
But  in  the  inner-houfe  Alcinoiis  found 
His  place  of  teft,  and  hers  With  royal  ftate  430 

Prepared,  the  Queen  his  confort,  at  his  fide. 
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The  Ph^cians  con&lt  on  Che  fubjeft  of  UlylTes.'  Preparation 
is  made  for  his  departure.  Antinoiis  entertains  them  at  his  table. 
Games  follow  the  entertainment.  Demodocus  the  bard^  fuigs,  firft 
the  loves  of  Mars  and  Venus,  then  the  introduction  of  the  Wooden 
horfe  into  Troy.  UlylTes,  much  alFe^d  by  his  fong,  is  queftioned 
by  Alcinotis,  whence,  and  who  heis,  and  what  is  the  caule  of  his 
ibrrow. 
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BUT  when  Aurora,  daughter  of  the  dawn, 
Blufh'd  in  the  Eaft,  then  from  his  bed  arofe 
The  facred  might  of  the  Phaeacian  King. 
Then  uprofe  alfo,  city-wafter  Chief, 
Ulyfles,  whom  the  King  Alcinous  j 

Led  forth  to  council  at  the  Ihips  convened. 
There,  fide  by  fide,  on  poliih'd  flones  they  fat 
Frequent ;  meantime,  Minerva  in  the  form 
Of  King  Alcinoiis'  herald  ranged  the  town. 
With  purpofe  to  accelerate  the  return  lo 

Of.  brave  Ulyffes  to  his  native  home. 

And 
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And  thus  to  ev^y  Chief  the  Goddefs  fpake. 

Phseacian  Chiefe  and  Sen;<torst  away ! 
Hafte  all  to  coupdl  on  the  ftranger  held. 
Who  hath  of  late  beneath  Aldnous'  roof  1 5 

Our  King  arrived,  a  wand'rer  o'er  the  Deep, 
But,  in  his  form,  majettic  as  i  God.    " 

So  faying,  .flie  roufed  the  people,  and  at  once 
The  feats  of  all  the  fenate-oourt  were  fill'd 
With  faft-affembling  throngs,  no  few  of  whom  a» 

Had  mark'd  Ulyfles  with  adrtliring  eyes. 
Then,  Pallas  o'er  hii  head  and  ihoulders  broad 
OiSuling  grace  celeftial,  his  whole  form 
Dilated,  and  to  ibitelier  height  advanced. 
That  worthier  of  all  rev'rence  he  might  feem  ij 

To  the  Phaeacians,  and  might  many  a  feat 
Atchieve,  with  which  they  Ihould  affay  his  force. 

When,  therefore,  the  affembly  now  was  fiiU, 
Alcinoiis,  them  addreffing,  thus  began. 

Phaeadan  Chiefs  and  Senators !  I  fpeak  30 

The  diflates  of  my  mind,  therefore  attend. 
This  gueil,  unknown  to  me,  hath,  wand'ring,  found 
My  palace,  either  from  the  Eaft  arrived, 
Or  from  feme  nation  on  our  weftern  fide. 
Safe  conduct  home  he  aflcs,  and  our  conient  35 

Here  wiflies  ratified,  whofe  quick  return 
Be  it  our  part,  as  ufual,  to  promote ; 
For  at  no  time  the  ftranger,  from  what  :oaft 
Soe'er,  who  hath  reforted  to  our  doors, 

nath 
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Hath  long  complaio'd  of  his  detention  here.  40 

Hafte— draw  ye  down  into  the  facred  Deep 

A  veffel  of  prime  ipeed,  and,  from  among 

Tlie  people,  fifty  and  two  youths  {ele&. 

Approved  the  belt;  then,  lalhing  fail  the  oars^ 

Leave  her,  that  at  my  palace  ye  may  make  45 

Short  feaft,  for  which  myfelf  will  all  provide. 

Thus  I  enjoin  the  crew ;  but  as  for  thofe 

Of  fceptred  rank,  I  bid  them  all  alike 

To  my  own  board,  that  here  we  may  regale 

The  firanger  nobly,  and  let  none  refufe.  50- 

Call,  too,  Demodocu^  the  bard  divine. 

To  Ihare  my  banquet,  whom  the  Gods  have  bleit 

With  pow'rs  of  fong  delegable,  unmatdi'd 

By  any,  when  his  genius  once  is  fired. 

He  ceas'd,  i(nd  led  the  way,  whom  follow'd  all  55 

The  fceptred  fenators,  while  to  the  houie 
An  herald  hailed  of  the  bard  divine. 
Then,  fifty  mariners  and  two,  from  all 
The  reft  felefled,  to  the  coaft  repair*d. 
And,  from  her  ftation  on  the  fea-bank,  launched  do 

The  galley  down  into  the  facred  Deep. 
They  placed  the  canvas  and  the  mail  on  board, 
Arranged  the  oars,  unfurl'd  the  ihining  fail. 
And,  leaving  her  in  depth  of  water  moor'd. 
All  fought  the  palace  of  Alcinous.  65 

There,  foon,  the  porticp,  the  court,  the  hall 
Were  fill'd  with  multitudes  of  young  and  old, 
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For  whofe  regale  the  mighty  monarch  flew 

Two  beeves,  twelve  ftieep,  and  twice  four  fatted  brawns. 

They  flay'd  them  firft,  then  bufily  their  talk  70 

Adminift'ring,  prepared  the  joyous  feaft. 

And  now  the  herald  came,  leading  with  care 

The  tuneful  bard ;  dear  to  the  mufe  was  he. 

Who  yet  appointed  him  both  good  and  ill ; 

Took  from  him  fight,'  but  gave  him  ftrains  divine.        75 

For  him,  Pontonous  in  the  midft  difpofed 

An  argent-ftudded  throne,  thrufting  it  dofe 

To  a  tall  column,  whefe'he  hung  his  lyre 

Above  his  head,'and  taught  him  where  it  hung. 

He  fet  before  him,  next,  a  polifli'd  board  60 

Aiid  bafket,  and  a  goblet  fill'd  with  wine 

For  his  own  ufe,  and  at  his  own  command. 

Then,  all  alTail'd  at  once  the  ready  feaft. 

And  when  nor  hunger  more  nor  thirft  they  felt. 

Then  came  the  mufe,  and  roufed  the  bard  to  fing         85 

Exjdoits  of  men  renown'd ;  it  was  a  fong, 

in  that  day,  to  the  higheft  heav'n  extoll'd. 

He  fang  of  a  difpute  kindled  between 

The  fon  of  Peleus,  and  Laertes'*  fon. 

Both  feated  at  a  feaft  held  to  the  Gods.  90 

That  conteft  Agamemnon,  King  of  men, 

'.Agamemnon  having  inquired  at  Delpho,,  at  wliat  time  tlie  Trojaa  war  fluniU 
end,  was  anfwered,  tliat  tlie  conclulion  of  it  fliouid  liappen  at  a  time  wlien  a  difpute 
Ihould  arife  between  two  of  liis  principal  commanders.  Tliat  dilpute  occurnd.  at 
the  time  here  alluded  to,  Achilles  reconunending  force  as  moft  lilteljr  to  reduce  the 
citjr,  and  UlylTes  flratagem. 

Between 
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Between  the  nobleft  of  Achaia's  ht^ 

Hearing, 'rejoiced;  for  when  in  Pytlio  erft 

He  pafs'd  the  marble  tlireihold  to  confult 

The  oracle  of  Apollo,  fuch  difpute  95 

The  voice  divine  had  to  his  ear  announced ; 

For  then  it  was  that,  firft,  the  Aorm  of  war 

Came  rolling  on,  ordain'd  long  time  to  aSi(5l 

Troy  and  the  Greeciaos,  by  the  will  of  Jove. 

So  fang  the  bard  illuftrious ;  then  his  robe  loa 

Of  purple  dye  with  both  hands  o'ec  his  head 
Ulyfles  drew, .  behind  its  ample  fold* 
Veiling  his  face,  through  fear  to  be  obferved 
By'  the  Phseadans  weeping  at  the  fong ; 
And  ever  as  the  bard  harmonious  ceafed,  loj 

He  wiped  his  tears,,  and,  drawing  from  his  brows 
The  mantle,  pour'd  libation  to  the  Gods. 
But  when  the  Chiefs  (for  they  delighted  heard 
Thofe  founds)  folicited  again  the  bard> 
And  he  renew'd  the  ftrain,  then  cov'ring  dofe  11 01 

His  count'nance,  as  before,  Ulyfles  wept. 
Thus,  unperceiv'd  by  all,  the  Hero  moum'd,. 
Save  by  Akinous ;  he  alone  his  tears, 
(Befide  htm  feated)  mark'd,  and  his  deepfighs 
O'erhearing,  the  Phaeacians  thus  befpake.  iij- 

Phseacia's  Chiefs  and  Senators,  attend ! 
We  have  regaled  fufficient,  and  the  harp. 
Heard  to  fatiety,  companion  fweet 
And  feafonable  of  the  feftive  hour. 

Now 
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Now  go  we  forth  for  honourable  proof  r»o 

Of  our  addrefs  in  games  of  ev^ry  kind, 
That  this  our  gueft  may  to  his  friends  report, 
At  home  arrivVI,  that  none  like  us  hawe  leam'd 
To  leap,  to  box,  to  wreftle,  and  to  run. 

So  faying,  he  led  them  forth,  whole  fteps  the  guefts  " 
All  follow'd,  and  the  herald  hanging  high  r  a6 

The  fprightly  lyre,  took  by  his  hand  the  bard 
Deraodocus,  whom  he  the  felf-fame  way 
Condufled  forth,  by  \thich  the  Chiefs,  had  gone 
Themfelves,  for  that  great  fjfierftacle  prepared.    -  t^^ 

They  fought  the  forum;  conntlefs  iwann'd  the  throng    • 
Behind  them  as  they,  went,  and  many  a  youth 
Strong  and  courageous '.to  the  ftrife  arofe. 
Upftood  Acroneus  and  Ocyalus, 

Elatreus,  Nautens,  Prytnneus,  after  whom  135 

Anchialus  with  Anabeefineus 
Arofe,  Eretmeus,  Ponteus,  Proreus  bold, 
Amphialus  and  Thiion.     Then  arofe^ 
In  afpe(£l  dread  as  homicidal  Mars, 

£uryalus,  and  for  his  graceful  form  140 

XAfter  Laodamas)  diftingtiilh'd  moll 
Of  all  Fb^eacia's  Tons,  Naubolides. 
Three  alfo  from  Alcinoiis  fprung,  arofe, 
Laodamas,  bis  eldeft ;  Haliu$,  next. 
His  fecond-born ;  and  godlike  Clytoneus.  145 

Of  thefe,  fame  flarted  for  the  runner's  prire. 

Z  They 
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f  They  gave  the  race  its  Umits.     All  at  once 

Along  the  dufty  champaign  fwift  they  flew. 

But  Clytoneusi  illuftrious  youth,  outftripp'd 

All  competition ;  far  as  mules  furpafs  1501 

Slow  oxen  furrowing  the  fallow  ground. 

So  far  before  all  others  he  arrived 

Vii^rious,  where  the  throng'd  fpeflatois  flood. 

Some  tried  the  wreftler's  toil  fevere,  in  which 

Euryalus  fuperior  proved  to  att.  15s 

hi  the  long  leap  Amphiahis  prevail'd  j 

KlBWeus  moft  {uccefsfbl  hurl'd  the  quoit. 

And  at  the  tceftus,  ia&,  the  noble  ion 

Of  Scheria's  King,  Laodamas  excelled. 

When  thus  with  eonten^ilation  of  the  game*  160 

AH  had  been  gratified,  Akinous'fon 

laodamas,  ariling,  them  addrefs'd. 

Friends  t  a&  we  now  the  ftranger,  if  heboait 
Proficiency  in  augbt.     His  figure  ieems 
Not  ill ;  in  thighs,  and  tegs,  and  arms  he  Ihews  165 

Much  ftrength,  and  in  his  brawny  neck  j  nor  youth 
n^tk  lefl  hiro  yet,  Aough  b;tfte"r'd  he  appears 
With  num'rous  troubles,  and  misfbrtune-flaw'd. 
Nor  know  I  hardfliips  in  the  world  fo  fiire 
To  break  the  ftrongeft  down,  as  tSvxIe  by  fea.  170' 

•  Toio-i  y  »»o  wmi  rirara  tfafMt—'Thii  expreffion  is  by  the  commentaton 
gcDerally  underllood  to  be  fignidcant  of  the  cffbrl  which  they  made  at  ftarting,  but 
it  is  not  improbable  that  it  lelotes  merely  to  dte  CDealiiremelu  of  the  coiirfe,.otherwile,/ 
)i«pw«Atjwii  fTiTe^To— will  be  (autologous,  t  In  boxing. 

Then 
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Then  anfwer  thus  Earyalus  return'd. 
Thou  haft  well  faid,  Laodamas ;  thyfelf 
Approachingi  fpeak  to  him,  and  call  him  forth. 

Which  when  Alcinous'  noble  offspring  heard. 
Advancing  from  his  feat,  amid  them  all  175 

He  flood,  and  to  Ulyfles  thus  began. 

Stand  forth,  oh  gueft,  thou  alfo ;  prove  thy  <kiU         ' 
(If  any  fuch  thou  boail)  in  games  like  ours,  ' 

Which,  likelieft,  thou  haft  leam'd ;  for  greater  praife 
Hath  no  man,  while  he  lives,  than  that  be  know         l8« 
His  feet  to  exercife  and  hands  aright. 
Coitie,  then ;  make  trial  j  fcatter  wide  thy  cares  5 
We  will  not  hold  thee  long;  the  fliip  is  iaunch'd  -,• 

Already,  and  the  crew  ftand  all  prepared. 

To  whom  replied  the  wily  Chief  renown'd.  t8<) 

Wherefore,  as  in  derifion,  have  ye  call'd 
tit  forth,  Laodamas,  to  the(e  exploits  i 
Ko  games  have  I,  but  many  a  grief,  at  heart, 
And  with  far  other  ftruggles  worn,  here  fit 
I>efirous  only  of  conveyance  home,  tg« 

For  which  both  King  and  people  I  implore. 
■   Then  him  Enryalus  aloud  reproach'd. 
I  well  beUev'd  i^  friend !  in  thee  the  guife 
I  fee  not  of  a  man  expert  in  feats 

Athletic,  of  which  various  are  perform'd  tgj 

In  ev'ry  land ;  thou  rather  feem'ft  with  ihips 
Familiar;  one,  accuftom'd  to controul 
Some  crew  of  trading  mariners ;  well-learn'd 

Z  a  In 
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In  ftowage,  pilotage,  and  wealth  acquired 

By  rapine,  but  of  no  gymnaftic  pow'rs.  loo 

To  whom  Ulyfles,  frowning  dark,  replied. 
Thou  haft  ill  fpoken,  fir,  and  like  a  raan 
Regardlefs  whom  he  wrongs.     Therefore  the  Gods 
Give  not  endowments  graceful  in  each  kind,' 
Of  body,  mind,  and  utt'rance,  all  to  one.  405 

This  man  in  figure  lefs  excells,  yet  Jove 
Crowns  him  with  eloquence ;  his  bearers  charm'd 
Behold  him,  while  with  modeft  confidence 
He  bears  the  prize  of  fluent  fpeech  from  all. 
And  in  the  ftreets  is  gazed  on  as  a  God !  sio 

Another,  in  bis  form  the  Pow'rs  above 
Refembles,  but  no  grace  around  his  words. 
Twines  itfelf  elegant.     So,  thou  in  form 
Haft  excellence  to  boaft  t  a;  God,,  employ'd 
To  make  a  mafter-piece  in  human  fliape,  115 

Could  but  produce  proportions  juft  as  thine ;. 
Yet  haft  thou  an  untutor'd  intellect. 
Thou  much  haft  moved  me ;  thy  unhandfbme  phrafe 
Hath  roufed  my  wrath ;  I  am  not,  as  thou  fay'ft, 
A  novice  in  thefe  fports,  but  took  the  lead  i20> 

In  all,  while  youth  and  ftrength  were  on  my  fide. 
But  I  am  now  in  bands  of  forrow  held. 
And  of  misfortune,  having  much  endured 
In  war,  and  bufiFetting  the  boift'rous  waves. 
Yet,  though  with  mis'ry  worn,  I  will  efiay  225 

My  ftrength  among  you;  for  thy  words  had  teeth 

Whofe 
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Whofe  bite  hath  pinch'd  and  pain'd  me  to  the  proof. 

He  faid ;  and  mantled  as  he  was,  a  quoit 
Upftarting,  feized ;  in  bulk  and  weight  all  thofe 
Tranfcending  far,  by  the  Phaeacians  ufed.  430 

Swiftly  he  fwung,  and  from  his  vig'rous  hand 
Sent  it.     Loud  fang  the  ftone,  and  as  it  flew 
The  maritime  Phaeacians  low  inclined 
Their  beads  beneath  it ;  over  all  the  marks. 
And  far  beyond  them,  fped  the  flying  rock.  135 

Minerva  in  a  human  form,  the  caft 
Prodigious  meafur'd,  and  aloud  exclaim'd. 

Stranger !  the  blind  himfelf  might  with  his  hand» 
Feel  out  the  'vantage  here.     Thy  quoit  difdains 
Fellowftiip  with  a  crowd,-  borne  for  beyond.  240 

Fear  not  a  loiiDg  game ;  Phseacian  none 
Will  reach  thy  meafure,  much  lefs  overcaft. 

She  ceafed  i  Ulylles,  hardy  Chief,  rejoiced 
That  in  the  circus  he  had  fonnd  a  judge 
So  favorable,  and  with  briiker  tone,  245 

As  lefs  in  wrath,  the  multitude  addrefs'd. 

Young  men  reach  this,  and  I  will  quickly  heave 
Another  fuch,  or  yet  a  heavier  quoit. 
Then,  come  the  man  whole  courage  prompts  him  forth 
To  box,  to  wreftle  with  me,  or  to  run^  2jo 

For  ye  have  chafed  me  much,,  and  I  decline 
No  ftrife  with  any  here,  but  challenge  alL 
Phaeacia,  fave  Laodamas  alone.  .  . 

He  is  miije  hoft..    Who  combats  with  his  friend.? 

To 
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To  calj  to  proof  of  harSment  ths  man  a5J- 

Who  entertaiM  him  in  a  foreign  land, 

Would  bat  evince  the  challenger  a  fool, 

Wlto,  fo,  (hould  cripple  his- own  intereft  there. 

As  for  the  reft,  I  none  lefufe,  fcorn  none, 

But  wilh  for  trial  of  you,  and  to  match  260 

In  oppofition  fair  my  force  with  yours. 

There  is  no  game  athletic  in  the  ufe 

Of  all  mankind,  too  difficult  for  me ; 

I  handle  well  the  polilh'd  bow,  and  firft 

Amid  a  thoufand  foes  ftrike  whom  I  mark,  265 

Although  a  throng  of  warriora-at  my  jide 

Imbattled,  fpeed  their  Ihafts  at  the  fame  time. 

Of  all  Achaia's  fons  who  etft  at  Troy 

Drew  bow,  the  fole  who  bore  the  prize  from  me 

Was  Philofletes;  I  refign  it  elfe  270 

To  none  now  nourilh'd  with  the  fruits  of  earth. 

Yet  mean  I  no  comparifon  of  myfelf 

Witfi  mfen  of  antient  times,  with  Hercults, 

Or  with  Oechalian  Eurytus,  who,  both, 

The  Gods  themfelves  in  archery  defied.  27  j 

Soon,  therefore,  died  huge  Eurytus,  ere  yet 

Old  age  be  leach'd ;  him,  angry  to  be  call'd 

To  proof  of  archeiihip,  Apollo  flew. 

But  if  ye  name  the  fpear,  mine  flies  a  length 

By  no  man's  arrow  reach'd;  I  fear  no  foil  280 

From  the  Phseacians,  fave  in  fpeed  alone; 

For  I  have  fu^-'d  hudlhips,  dalh'd  and  drencfa'd 
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By  many  a  wave,  nor  had  I  food  on  board 
At  all  times,  therefore  am  I  much  u&ftrung. 

He  {pake,  and  filent  the  Phseacians  fat^  xSs 

Of  whom  afone  Akinous  thus  replied. 

Since,  itranger,  not  ungraceful  is  thy  fpeech^ 
Who  halt  but  vindicated  in  our  ears 
Thy  queftion'd  prowe^,  angry  that  this  youth 
Reproach'd  thee  ia  the  pretence  of  us  all,  Z9* 

That  no  man  qualified  to  gjwe  his  voice 
In  public,  might  ^ront  thy  courage  m»re  ; 
Now  mark  me,  therefore,  that  in  time  to  corner 
While  feafting  widi.  thy  children  and  thy  Ipoufe, 
Thou  mayll  infona  the  Heroes  of  thy  land  ^95 

Even  of  our  ja-oficiency  in  aitt 
By  Jove  enjoin'd  us  in  our  father's  days. 
We  boaft  not  much  the  boxer's  ikill,  nor  yet 
The  wreftler^ ;  but  Kght-footed  in  the  race 
Are  we,  and  navigators  well-inform'd.  300 

Our  pleafures  ace  the  feail,  the  harp,  the  dance,. 
Garments  for  change ;  the  tefnd  bath ;  the  bed. 
Come,  ye  Phaeacians,  beyond  others  ftill'd 
To  tread  the  circus  with  harmonious  fteps. 
Gome,  play  before  us ;  that  our  gueft,  arrived:  305 

In  his  own  country,  may  inform  bis  friends 
How  far  in  feamanfhip  we  all  excel]. 
In  running,  in  the  dance,  and  in  the  fong. 
Hafte  !  bring  ye  to  Demodocus  his  lyre 
C3ear-toned,.  left  fomewhere  in  our  hall  at  home.        310 
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So  fpake  the  godlike  King,  at  whofe  command 
The  herald  to  the  palace  qtiick  retiim'd 
To-  feek  the  charming  lyre.     Meantime  arofe 
Nine  arbiters,  appointed  to  intend 

The  whole  arrangement  of  the  public  garties,  315 

To  fmooth  the  circus-floor,  and  give  the  ring 
Its  compafs,  widening  the  attentive  throng. 
Ere  long  the  herald  came,  bearing  the  harp, 
With  which  Demodocus  fupplied,  advanced 
Into  the  middle  area,  around  whom  320 

Stood  blooming  youths,  all  Ikilful  in  the  dance. 
With  footfteps  juftly  tinted  all  imote  at  once 
The  facred  floor ;  Ulyfles  wonder-fixt, 
The  ceafelefs  play  of  twinkling  *  feet  admired. 

Then,  tuning  his  fweet  chords,  Demodocus  345 

A  jocund  ftrain  began,  his  theme,  the  loves 
Of  Mars  and  Cytherea  chaplet-crown'd ; 
How  firft,  clandeftine,  they  embraced  beneath 
The  roof  of  Vulcan ;  her,  by  many  a  gift 
Seduced,  Mars  won,  and  with  adult'rous  lull    -  330 

The  bed  difhonour'd  of  the  King  of  fire. 
The  fun,  a  witnefs  of  their  amorous  fport. 
Bore  fwift  the  tale  to  Vulcan ;  he,  apprized 
Of  that  foul  deed,  2t  once  his  fmithy  fought, 

•  The  Tranilator  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Grey  for  an  epithet  more  expreflivc  of  the 
original  (Mufftofvyas^  than  any  odier,  perha{>Si  in  all  our  language.  See  the  Ode  on 
*he  Progreja  of  Poetry.  .  , 

"  To  brilk  notes  in  cadence  beatings  , 

"  Glance  their  mmy-twinklini  feet." 
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In  fecret  daiiJiefs'bf 'tab  inmoft  foul  335 

Contriving  vengeande;  to  the  ftock  he  heav'd 

His  anvil  huge,  on  Mvhich  he  forged  a  (hare 

Of  bands  indiiToInbte,  by  no  ait  ... 

To  be  untied,  durance  for  ever  firm.  ' 

The  net  prepared,  he  bore  it,  fiery-wroth,  34* 

To  his  own  chamber  and  his 'nuptial  coudi, 

Where,  ftretching  nhem'ftompoftto  poft, he  wrajp'd  .:.! 

M^ith  thofe  fine  meflies  illhistbet)  aroohdv     ^  -<°      .:;  .'>  -i'- 

And  hung  them  num'rous  fioiii  the  roof^  dtfftiled 

Like  fpiders'. filaments,  which  hot, tbe<G0ds^     - 1  r  .'    .^^j 

ThemfelimijcQUld  fetv  ftl  fuBtle  were  the  toils,  i-  "'>-'  '■''■■ 

When  thus  he  had  endrded  all  Bis  bed  •  •  -  '■•■:''  ■  '"■ 

Pnev'ry  fide,  he  fe^n'<]  1  joiirne;  thence 

To  Lemnos,  of  all  citiea  that  adorn 

The  earth,  the  city  that' lie  fevour*  tnoft.         '    '  . -'jso 

Nor  kept  the  God  of  the  Ter{fl«adent'rdh«  ;  . .. " ! 

Mars,  drowfy  watch,  but  feeing  that  the  famed  -' 

Artificer  of  heav'n  had  lefi  his  home,  ' 

Flew  to  the  houfetif.  Vulcan,  hot  to' enjoy 

The  Gdddefs  with  thewteath-endrcled'  broWs.  355 

She,  newly  fjrom  her  poeent  Site  return'd 

The  fon  of  Satuini,  tatt  .Marsi  eht^ibg,  feiz'd 

Her  hand,  hui^oirit,'  anditfaus  iuged  bis'luit.  • 

To  bed,  my  ftir,  and  kt  -us  love !  for  lo  I 
Thine  bulband  is  fiom  homey  to  Lemnos  gone,  360 

And  to  the  Sintiins,.  men  of  barVrons' Ipe^ch. 

I    t  A  :.::  He 
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He  ijnke,  nor  <he  was  loth,  but  bedwud  too 
Like  him  inclined ;  fa  then,  to  bed  they  went. 
And  as  they  lay'd  them  down,  down  ftream'd  the  net 
Around  them,  labour  exqnifite  of  hands  365 

By  ingenuity  divine  inftirm'd. 
Small  room  they  found,  ft  prifarfd ;  not  a  Kmb 
Could  either  lift,  or  move,  b«ft  felt  at  onee 
EntaUgtementfromwliitfa  itras  no  efcap». 
And  now  the  gUiinmn  artift,.  ere  he  yet  379 

Had  reacl»^  ttic  temnian  ifle,  limping,  retum'U 
From  his  feign'd  joutaey,  for  hia  fpy  the  iUn 
Had  told  him' aB.    :With  aching  heart  he  &agfit 
His  home,  and,  ftmding'in  the'viSflibiile,'  ■■'■■.  ' 

Frantic  with  indignatlDn  roai'd  to^  heaV'n,  375 

And  roarM  again,  fummoning  all  the  Oods.-*^ 
,,,OhJove!  and  aUcye  P«'»!'l!Svfot  eter  bleft!:   .: 
Here  J  hither  look,; tb«:)y«'rti»y  vte\?  a  fight   , 
Ludicrous,  yet  too  nwnftrous  to  be  born^ 
How  Venus  always  \^ith  dilhbhdnt  loads     .  380 

Her  cripple  fpoujfe,..dB»tjoft  <?n8sry  Mars  f; 
^od  wherefore  hlbtiltoil:  hs- is  fair  ialbnti 
And  found  of  foot,  I  Ticket-jxinsd  and  weak. 
Whofe  fault  is  thfs  ?  'Thcii;  &ult,  and  tjiein  alone 
Who  gave  me  beitig  •„  ill-employ'd  vBeiB,tb«y  385 

Begetting  me,  one,.  Kettei!  fer  tit  bom,  ! 
See  where  they  couch  together  on  my  bed 
Lafcivious  t  ah,  fight  hatafiil  to  my  eyes  1 
Yat  cooler  wiflies  will  they  feel,  I  ween» 

T* 
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To  prefs  my  bed TiereaftE? ;  hereto  iieep:  •    ■  "j*)0 

Will  little  pleafe  thein,  foodly  as  they  love. 

But  thefe  my  toils  -and  tangles  willfuffice. 

To  hold  them  here,  'till  Jov*  fhall  yield  me  back 

Complete,  the  fura  of  all  my  luiptial  gifts 

Paid  to  him  for  the  Ihameiefs  ftrumpetU  fake  39  j 

His  daiighterj  as  iooootineat  as  tair. 

He  faid,  and  in  the  brazen-floot'd  abode 
Of  Jove  the  Gods  afiemblsd.     Neptune  came 
Earth-circliifg  Pow'r;  cante  Hermes  friend  of  man, 
And,  regejit  pC  tbe  tar-commanding  bow^  400 

Apollo  alio  came ;  but  chsiftc  'r«ferve 
Balhful  kept  all  the  GoddefTds  at  home. 
The  Gods,  by  whpfe  beneficeocs  all  live,  -- 

Stood  in  the  portal;  ibfinite  arofe 

The  laugh  of  heav'rt,  all  locAing  ddwn  intent  405' 

On  that  Ihrewd  projoft  of.  the  fmith  divine. 
And,  turning  to  each  other,  thus  they  faid. 

Bad  works  fpeed  ill.     The  flow  rfertakes  the  fwift. 
So  Vulcan,  t^rdy  as  he  is,  by  craft 
Hath  outftript  Mars,  although  the  fleoeft  far  '■   41s 

Of  all  who  dwell  in  heav'n,  and  the  light-heel'd 
Muft  pay  the  adult'rer's  forfeit  to  the  lame. 

So  fpake  the  Pow'rs  immortal ;  then  the  King 
Of  radiant  fliafts  thus  queftioa'd  Mercury. 

Jove's  fon,  heaven's  herald,  Hermes,  bounteous  God! 
Would'ft  tbou  fueh  firi&ure  clofe  of  bands  endure       416 
For  golden  Venus  lying  at  thy  fide  f 
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.  ^lyhotn  anfweiM  tbus  the  melfinger  of  htav'n. 
Archer  divine!  yea,  and  with  aU  mj-  heart; 
And  be  the  bands  whick  wind  OS  lound  about  420> 

Thrice  thele»  iaaudaenbtB,. land  let  aXt 
The  Gods  and  Goddfiffes  in  hesv'n  kxA.  ott> 
Sol  may  dafp-yutanV .fair  fpoufe, the  while,    j-      ■ 

He  fpake;  then  laugji'd  the  Inunoctd  pow'rs  againL    . 
But  not  fo  Nqjtoae;  he, with  eanieft  fuit  J  '.  425 

The  glorious  artift  urged  tQ  the  releaJt  :      '  :  . 

Of  Marsj.Mid  thuStin  accents  •wJog'U  he iTaid.      "      1 

Loofe  him ;  apcept  ray  ptoraife ;  hesfloll  pay     .  ^  . '. 
Full  recompenfe  in  pr«lbDce  ^odFi  us  a&  ] 

Then  thus  the  UmjMng  Cnitli  6r-femed  replied;      43* 
Eaith-circlei  Neptune,  fpare  me  tiat  requeft. 
*  Lame  fuitor,  lame  fecunty^     Whali  bajads 
Gould  I  devife.  for  thee  among  the  Gods,. 
Should  Mars,  emancipated  once,  efcapet 
Leaving  both  debt  and  durance  far  behind  >    •  435 

Hitn  anfwer'd  then  the  Shaker  of  th^  fhores^ 

1  tell  thee,  Vulcan,  that  if  Mars  by  flight 
-Shun  payment,  I  will  pay,  myfelf,  the  fine. 

To  whom  the  glorious  artift  of  the  ikies.    ■  » 
Thou  niuft  not,  canft  not,.  -Ibalt  not  be  refufed.  440' 

*  The  original  line  has  received  fubh  a  vartety  ofinterpretations,  that  a  Tranllator 
feems  free  to  chufe.  ItJia,^  hoiveverr  a  proverbiat  turn,  which  I  have  endeavoured* 
to  prcferve^  and  have  adopted  that  fenfe  of  the  words  which  appears  befl  to  accord 
with  what  immediately  follows.  Vulcan  pleads  his  own  inability  to  enforce  the 
ikiwuidi  as  acdiciunftjutce  that  made  Neptiuie's  pfomife  lulatceptable. 

■  ;  .•   ■  .    .     .         Si» 
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So  faying,  the  might  of  Vulcan  loos'd  the  fiiare. 
And  they,  detain'd  by  thofe  coercive  bands 
No  longer,  from  the  conch  upfiarting,  flew, 
Mars  into  Thrace,  and  to  her  Paphian  home 
The  Queen  of..fmiles,  where  deep  in  myrtle  groves     445 
Her  incenfe-bieathing  altar  ftands  embow'r'd; 
Her  there,  the  Graces  laved,  and  oils  diSiifed 
O'ec  all  her  form,  ambrofial,  fuch  as  add 
Freih  beauty  to  the  Gods  for  ever  young. 
And  cloath'd  her  in  the  loveKeft  robes  of  heav'n.         450 

Such  was  the  theme  of  the  illuftrioot  bard. 
Ulyfles  with  delight  that  fi>ng,  and  all 
The  maritime  Phaeadan  conconrfe  heard. 

Alcinoiis,  then,  (for  in  the  dance  they  pafe'd 
All  others)  call'd  his  ii»Kto  dance  alone,  455 

Halius  and  Laodamas  ;  they  gave 
The  purple  baU  into  their  hands,  the  work 
ExaA  of  Polybus ;  one,  re-fupine, 
Upcaft  it  high  toward  the'dufty  cloxids. 
The  other,  fpringing  into  air,  with  eafe  ^6a 

Received  it,  ere-^ie  faok  to  earth  again. 
When  thus  they  oft  had  fpoited  with  the  ball 
Tlurown  upward,  next,  with  nimble  interchange 
They  pafs'd  it  to  each  other  mahy  a  time. 
Footing  the  plain,  while  ev'ry  youth  of  all  465, 

The  circus  clapp'd  his  hands,  and  from  beneath 
The  din  of  flamping  feet  fill'd  all  the  aii^ 

Thenj, 
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Then,  turning  to  Akinoiis,  thus  the  wife 
UlyBes  fpake.     Alcinous !  mighty  King ! 
lUuftrious  above  all  Pbsada's  fons !  470 

Incomparable  are  ye  in  the  dance, 
Ev'n  as  thou  faid'ft.     Amazement-tixt  I  ftand,! 

So  he,  whom  hearing,  the  imperial  might 
Exulted' of  Alcinoijs,  and  aloud 
To  his  oar-(kill'd  Pheacians  thus  he  fpake.  ■■  +7  J 

Phsacian  Chiefs  and  Senators,  attend  ! 
Wifdom  beyond  the  common  ftint  I  mark 
In  this  our  gueft ;  good  caufe  in  my  account. 
For  which  we  fliould  prefent  bim  with  a  pledge 
Of  hofpitality  and  love.      The  Chiefs  480 

Are  twelve,  who,  higheil  in  command,  controul 
The  people,  and  the  thirteenth  Chief  am  I. 
Bring  each  a  golden  talent,  with  a  veft 
Well-bleach'd,  and  tunic ;  gratified  with  thefe. 
The  ftranger  to  our  banquet  fliall  repair  485 

Exulting ;  bring  them  all  without  delay  i^ 
And  let  Euryalus  by  word  and  gift 
Appeafe  him,  for  his  fpeech  was  unadvifed.       . 

He  ceas'd,  whom  all  applauded,  and  at  once  • 
Each  fent  his  h^raki  forth  to  bring  the  gifts,  490 

When  thus  Euryalus  his  Sire  addrefs'd. 

Alcinmis !  o'er  Phseacia's  fons  fupreme ! 
I  will  appeafe  our  gueft,  as  thou  command'ft: 
This  fword  fliall  be  hia  own,  the  blade  all  fteel,      ■ 
The  hilt  of  Clver,  and  the  unfullied  fheath  495 
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Of  iv'ry  recent  from  the  carver's  hand* 
A  gift  like  this  he  Ihall  not  need  defpife. 

So  faying,  his  filver-ftudded  fword  he  gave 
Into  his  grafp,  and,  courteous,  thus  began. 

Haul,  honour'd  ftranger  t  and  if  word  of  mide  joo 

Have  harm'd  thee,  ralhly  fpokeni,  let  the  winds 
Bear  all  remembrance  of  it  fwift  away '. 
May  the  Gods  give  thee  to  behold  again 
Thy  wife,  and  to  attain  thy  native  fliore. 
Whence  abfent  long,  thou  ball  6>  much  endured !        50  $ 

To  whom  Ulyflbs^  over-wife,  replied. 
Hail  alfo  thou,  and  may  the  Gods,  my  friend. 
Grant  thee  felicity,  and  may  never  want 
Of  this  thy  fword  touch  thee  in  time  to  come, 
Qy  whofe  kind  phrafe  appeas'd  my  wrath  fubfides  I      jio 

He  ended,  and  athwart  his  (houlders  threw 
The  weapon  bright-embofe'd.     Now  fenk  the  fim, 
And  thofe  rich  gifts  arrived,  which  to  the  houfe 
Of  King  Alcinous  the  heralds  bore. 
Alcinoiis' fons  receiv'd,  them,  and  befide  515 

Their  royal  mother  placed  the  precious  charge. 
The  King  then  led  the  way,  at  whrfe  abode 
Arrived,  ag^n  they  prefs'd  their  lofty  thrones. 
And  to  Areta  thus  the  monarch  fpAe. 

Hafte,  bring  a  cofier ;  bring  thy  beft,  and  fiore       52a 
A  mantle  and  a  fumptuous  veft  within ; 
Warm  for  him,  next,  a  brazen  bath,  by  which 
Refrelb'd,  and  viewing  in  £>ir  order  placed 
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The  noble  gifts  by  the  Phsaacian  Lords 

Conferr'd  on  him,  he  may  Uie «iore  enjoy  525 

Our  banquet,  andthe  bard's  harmonious  fong. 

I  give  him  alfo  this  my  golden  cup 

^endid,  elaborate;  that,  while  he  Uvea, 

What  time  he  pours  libation  forth  to  JoW 

And  all  the  Gods,  he  may  remember  me.  SJO' 

He  ended,  at  whofe  words  Areta  bade 
Her  maidens  with  difpatch  [dace  <yer  the  fire 
A.  tiipod  ample-womb'd ;  obedient  they 
Advanced  a  laver  to  the  glowing  hearth. 
Water  infufed,  and  kindled  wood  beneath.  535 

The  flames  encircling  bright  the  bellied  Ta<e, 
Warm'd  foon  the  flood  within.     Meantinie,  the  Queen 
Eroduciiig  from  her  chamber-ftores  a  cheit 
All-elegant,  within  it  placed  the  gold 
And  raiment,  gifts  of  the  Phaeacian  Chiefs,  540 

With  her  own  gifis,  the  mande  and  the  veli. 
And  in  wing'd  accents  to  Ulyfles  faid. 

Now  take,  thyfelf,  the  coffer's  iid  in  charge ; 
Girdle  it  quickly  with  a  cord,  left  lofs 
Befall  thee  on  thy  way,  while  thou  perchance  545 

Shalt  fleep  Decure  on  board  the  fable  bark. 

Which  when  UlylTes  heard.  Hero  renown'd, 
Adjufting  clofe  the  lid,  he  caft  a  cord 
Around  it,  which  with  many  a  mazy  knot 
He  tied,  by  Circe  taught  him  long  before.  550 

And  now,  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfehold  charge 

Summon'd 
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Sommon'd  him  to  his  bath;  glad  he  behdd 

The  fteaming  vafe,  uncuflom'd  t»  its  iife 

E'er  fince  his  voyage  ft«mi  the  ifle  of  ftii 

Calypfo,  although,  whilea  gueft  with  her,  $SS 

Ever  familiar  with  it,  as  a  God. 

Laved  by  attendant,  damfds,  and  with  oil       . 

Refre(h'd,  he  put  his  fumptuous  tunic  on 

And  mantle,  and  proceedmg  finnn  the  bath 

To  the  fympofiuoi,  joinU  the  num'rous  guefts ;  560 

'But,  as  he  pafs'd,  tbje- JViocefs  all  divine 

Belide  the  pillars  of  tlM>j)oital,  laft 

In  admiration  of  his  graceful  form, 

Stood,  and  in  aobems-wing'd  him  thus  addrefs'd.  • 

Hail,  .ftianger  I  at  thy  native  home  arrived  565 

Remember  me,  thy-  firft  d^v^rer  'heiti      ^  - 

;  To  whom  Ulyffes,  ever-wfe,  repiied. 
Nauficaa!  daughter  Of  the  noble  King 
Alcinous !  So  may  Jflvej  high^tbund'ring  mate  ■ 
Of  Juno,  grant  me  tOi  behold! again:  S7o' 

My  native  land,  and,  my  delightful  horde,  ' 
As,  even  there,  I  will  piefent  niy  vows  ■  ' 
To  thee,  adoring  thee  as  I  adore 
The  Gods  themfelvej,; virgin,,  by  whom  I  live! 

He  faid,  and. on. his  throne  belide  the  King  575 

Alcinous  fat.     And  how  they  portion'd  out 
The  feaft  to  all,  and  charged  the  cups  with  wine, 
And  introducing  by  his  hand  the  bard 
Phaeacia's  glory,  at  the  colijmn's  fide 
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The  herald  placed  Demodocus  again.  580 

Then,  carving  fordt  a  portion  from  the  loins 

Of  a  huge  brawn,  of  which  uneaten  ftill 

Large  part  and  delicate  retnain'd,  thus  fpake 

Ulyfles — Herald !  bear  it  to  the  baid 

For  his  regale,  whom  I  will  foon  embrace  585 

In  f{nte  of  Ibrrow ;  for  refped  is  due 

And  veneration  to  the  iacred  bard 

Fr(»n  all  mankind,  for  that  the  mnfe  inlinres 

Herfelf  his  fongr  and  loves  the  tuneful  tribe. 

He  ended,  and  the  herald  bore  his  charge  $90 

To  the  old  Hero,  who  with  joy  received 

That  meed  of  honour  at  the  bearer's  hand. 

Then,  an,  at  once,  aflsiQ'd  the  ready  feafl« 

And  hunger  now,  and  thirft  both  fatisfied. 

Thus  to  Demodocus  Ulyfles  fpake,  59J 

Demodocus !  I  give  thee  jiraife  above 

AB  {uortals,  for  that  either  thee  the  mule 

}ove's  daughter  teaches,  or  the  King,  himfelf, 

Apollo ;  lince  thou  fo  record'ft  the  fate, 

With  fuch  clear  method,  of  Achaia's  hoft,  600 

Their  deeds  heroic,  and  their  numVous  toils, 

As  thou  hadft  prefent  been  thyfelf,  or  leamt 

From  others  prefent  there,  the  glorious  tale. 

Come,  then,  proceed ;  that  rare  invention  iing. 

The  horfe  of  wood,  which  by  Minerva's  sud  605 

Epeus  framed,  and  which  Ulyites  erft 

Convey'd  into  the  citadel  of  Troy 
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With  warriors  fill'd,  who  lay'd  all  nium  w^e. 

Thefe  things  rehearfe  regular,  Mid  myfelf    .  * 

Will,  inftant,  publifh  in  the  ears  of  all  6 to 

Thy  fame,  reporting  thee  a  bard  to  whom 

Apollo  free  imparts  cdeftial  fong. 

He  ended ;  then  Apollo  With  full  fotce  - 
Ruih'd  on  Demodocus,  and  he  began 
What  time  the  Greeks,  firft  firing  their  own  camp,.     61  j 
Steer'd  all  their  galleys  f»m  the  Ihore  of  Troy. 
Already,  in  the  horib  cMiceaTd,  his  band 
Around  Ulyffes  fatj  for  Ilium's  fons 
Themfelves  had  drawn  it  to  the  citadel. 
And  there  the  laifchief  ftood.     Then,  Ibrife  arofe        6z» 
Among  the  Trqans  compaffirig  the  horie. 
And  threefold  was  the  doubt ;  whether  to  cleave 
The  hollow  trunk  aAmder,  or  updrawn 
Aloft,  to  caft  it  headlong  from  the  rocks. 
Or  to  permit  the  enormous  image,  kept  6»5 

Entire,  to  ftand  an  offring  to  the  Gods, 
Which  was  thdr  deffined  aJufle;  for  Fate  had  fix'd 
Their  ruin  fure,  when  once  they  had'  received 
Within  their  walls  that  engine  huge,  in  which 
Sat  all  the  braveft  Greedans  with  the  fate  630 

Of  Ilium  charged,  and  flaughter  of  her  fons. 
He  fang,  how,  from  the  hoiie  efiU&d,  the  Greeks 
Xeft  their  capacious  ambufh,  and  the  town 
Made  defolate.     To  others,  in  his  fong, 

e  B  ft  He 
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He  gave  the  praiie  of  wafting  all  befide,  6js 

3ut  told  howi  fierce  as  Mars,  Ulyfles  join'd 

With  godlike  Menelaus,  to  the  houfe 

Flew  of  Deiphobus ;  him  there  engaged 

In  direft  fight  he  fang,  and  through  the  aid 

Of  glorious  Pallas,  conqti'ror  over  all.  £4» 

So  fang  the  bard  iUuftrious,  at  wbofe  foi^ 
Ulyffes  melted,  and  tear  after  tear 
Fell  on  hi;  cheeks.     As  when  a  woman  weeps,. 
Her  hufband,  who  hath  fallen  in  defence 
Of  bis  own  city  and  his  babes  before  .64.5 

The  gates ;  ihe,  finding,  folds  him  in  her  arrns^ 
And,  gazing  on  him  as  he  pants  and  dies. 
Shrieks  at  the  fight;  meantime,  the  enemy 
Smiting  her  fhouldecs  witji  the  fpeai,  ta  toil 
Command  her  and  to  bondage  far  away,.  650 

And  her  cheek  fades  with  horror  at  the  found ;, 
UlyflTes,  fo,  firom  his  moift  lids  let  fall 
The  frequent  tear.     Unnoticed  by  the  reft- 
Thofe  drops,  but  not  by  Kmg  Alcinous,  fel^. 
Who,  feated  at  his  fide,  his  heavy  Cghs  6$; 

Remark'd,  and  the  Phaeacians  thus  befpake. 

Phseacian  Chiefs  and  Senators  attend! 
Now  let  Demodocus  enjoin  his  harp 
Silence,  for  not  alike  grateful  to  all 
His  mufic  founds;,  during  our  feaft,  and  fince  660 

7he  bard  divine  began,  continual  flow 

The 
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The  ftranger's  forrows,  by  remembrance  caufed 

Of  fome  great  woe  which  wraps  his  ibul  around. 

Then,  let  the  batd  fufpend  his  fong,  that  all 

(As  mod  befits  th'  occafion)  may  rejoice,  665 

Both  gueft  and  hoits  together ;  fince  we  make 

This  voyage,  and  thefe  gifts  confer,  in  proof 

Of  hofpitality  and  unfeign'd  love. 

Judging,  with  all  wife  men,  the  ftranger-gueft 

And  fuppliant  worthy  of'  a  brother's  place.  670 

And  thou  conceal  not,  artfully  referv'd,. 

What  I  Ihall  aik,  far  better  plain  declared 

Than  fmother'd  clofe;  who  art  thou )  fpeak  thy  name. 

The  name  by  which  thy  fatherr  mother,  friends 

And  fellow-citizens,  with  all  who  dwell  675 

Around  thy  native  city,  in  times  palt 

Have  known  thea ;.  for  of  all  things  human  hone 

Lives  altogether  nameleis,  whether  good 

Or  whether  bad,  but  eVry  man  receives- 

Ev'n  in  the  moment  of  his  birth,  a  name,  680 

Thy  country,  peoidetdtyi  tell ;   the  mark 

At  which  my  fliips,  intelligent,  fliall  aim. 

That  they  may  bear  thee  thither ;  for  our  flrips 

No  pilot  need  or  helm,  as  Ihips  are  wont, 

But  know,  themfelves,  our  purpofe ;  know  belide        6g5 

All  cities,  and  all  fruitful  regions  well 

Of  all  the  earth,  and  with  dark  clouds  involved 

Plough  rapid  the  rough  Deep,  fearlefs  of  harm, 

(Whate'er 
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(Whate'er  betide)  and  of  difaft'rouj  wreck.  ' 

Yet  thus,  Jong  fincc,  my  father  I  have  heard  690 

Naufithous  fpeaking ;  Neptune,  he  would  fay, 

l8  angry  with  us,  for  that  fafe  we  bear 

Strangers  of  ev'ry  nation  to  their  home; .  . 

And  he  foretold  ^  time  when  he  would  fmite 

In  vengeance  fome  Phaeacian  gallant  bark  695 

Returning  after  amvoy  of  her  charge,     ;. 

And  fix  her  in  the  feble  flood,  transfrarm'd 

Into  a  mountain,  right  before  the  town.  J  , 

So  fpake  my  :hoary  Sire,  which  let  the  Qod 
At  his  own  pleafure  do,  or  Ieav4  undone.  ..        yoo 

But  tell  me  truth,  and  plainly.     Where  have  been 
Thy  wand'rings  ?  in  what  regions  of  the  earth 
Hail  thou  arrived  i  what  nations'  haft  thou  leen. 
What  cities !  fay,  how  many  haft  thou  fbu'ndi 
Harih,  favage  and  unJTlft f  how  many,  kind  yoj 

To  ftrangers,  and  difpofed  to  fear  the  Gods  T  . 

Say  alfo,  from  what  fecret  grief  of  heart 

Thy  forrows  flow,  oft  as  thou  hear»ft  the  fate 
Of  the  Achaians,  or  of  Ilium  fung  I  . 
That  fate  the  Gods  prepared!  theyfpin  the  thread      716 
Of  man's  deftru^lion,  that  in  after  Jays    :; 
The  bard  may  make  the  fad  event  his  theme,      .' 
Perilh'd  thy  father  or  thy  brothel:  there  !     '    - 
Or  haft  thou  at  the  fiege  of  Ilium  loft 
Father-in-Jaw,  or  fcn-in-law )  for  fuoh.  .  .         .    :  .  7 1 5 
'  .    ■     1  Are 
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Are  next  and  deareft  to  us  after  thofe 

Who  Ihare  our  own  de&ent ;-  or  was  Ihe  dead 

Thy  bofom-fiiend,  vhofe  heart  was  as  thy  own  { 

For  worthy  as  a  brother  of 'btir  love 

The  couflant  friend  and  the  difcrete  I  deem.  710 
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Ulyffcs  difcovers  himfelf  to  the  Pharacians,  and  begins  the  hif- 
toiy  of  his  adventures.  He  deftrof  s  Ifmarus,  city  of  the  Ciconiant  t 
arrives  among  the  Lotophagi ;  and  afterwards  at  the  land  of  the 
Cyclops.  He  is  impiifoned  by  Polypheme  in  his  cave,  who  devours 
fix  of  his  companions ;  intoxicates  the  monlter  with  wine,  blinds 
him  while  he  fleeps,  and  efcapes  from  him. 


BOOK         IX. 

THEN  anfwer,  thus,  Ulyffes  wife  return'd. 
AlcinoUs !  King !  illaftrious  above  all 
Pheeada's  Tons !  pleafant  it  is  to  hear 
A  bard  like  this,  fweet  as  the  Gods  in  fong. 
The  world,  in  my  accoant,  no  fight  affords 
More  gratifying,  than  a  people  bleft 
With  cheerfulnefs  and  peace,  a  palace  throng'd 
With  guefts  in  order  ranged,  lift'ning  to  founds 
Melodious,  and  the  fieaming  tables  fpread 
With  plenteous  viands,  while  the  cups,  with  wine 
From  brimming  beakers  fill'd,  pafs  brilk  around. 
No  lovelier  light  know  I.     But  thou,  it  feems. 
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Thy  thougtes  haft  tum'd  (0  alkme  whjenci:  my.  groans^  1 
Jiiui  tearsi  that  I, may  forrow  ftill  the  more.  ■  -  ..  .:  .; 
What  firft,  what  next,  what  laft  (hall  I  reheanfe,.  .  .  i.5 
On  whom  the  Gods  have  Ihow'r'd.  fuch  varidus  woes  ?  ; 
Learn  firft  mjr  fiame,  tha<  even  in  this  land  ...  i 
jRemote  I  may  be  known,  and  thai  elbaped...  .  ; 

From  all  advecfity,  I  may  requite  

Hereafter,  this  your  hofpitable  care    .  ■..140 

At  my  ownhomej  hbwever  diftant  hence.  .  .  .'.  i  .  ,. 
l.am  Ulyfles,  feai'd  in  all,  the  earth     ...  -1 

For  fubtleft  wifdoti^  and  renown'd.ta  heaven,.   .. 

The  offspring  of  Laertes ;  my  abode    .  _ 

Is  fun-burnt  Ithaca;  there. wavipg'ftands.         .'     .:     25 

The  mountain  Neritus  his  num'rous  boughs,  .  .-.  \  ;.: 
jAnd  it  is.  neighbour'd  dofe  by  duft'ring  iflea 

All  populous;  thSnce .SamOs  is  beheM, 

Dulichium;  and  Zacynthtis,  foreft-*larf. 

Flat  on  the  Deep  ihe  lies,  fartheft  removed  :     !    30 

Toward  the  Weft,:wbile,.  fituate  apart, 

Her  fitter  iflandsi  face  the  rifeig  day ; 

Rugged  Ifaeisi  but  fruitful  miTie  of  fons      .  ..■ ,. 

Magnanimous;  nor  ihall  thefe  eyes  behold,      :^ .        > '.'. 

Efewhere,  an  objeA  dear  and'fw£et  as  Ihe.  .i.u     35 

Calypfo,  beaut^us  Goddefs,  in  her  grot  ,    ; 

Oetain'd  me,  wi&ing  me  her  own  efpoufed ; 

jCsean  Circe  alfo,  ikill'd  profotmd 

In  pptejjt  arts,  within  :her  palact  long  . 

Detain'd  me,  wjlhing  me  her  own  efpoufed ;  40 
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But  never  oooU  thejr  vrarp  my  confiant  mind. 

So  mnch  our  parenti  and  our  native  foil 

Attra£k  u*  moft>  even  ^fthough  our  lot 

Be  fair  and  plenteous  in  a  foreign  land. 

But  come — my  painful  voyage,  fuch  as  Jove  45 

Gave  me  from  Uiiun,  I  will  now  relate. 

From  Troy  the  winds  boie  me  to  Ifmarus, 
City  of  the  Cioonians ;  them  I  flew, 
And  laid  their  dty  wafte;  whence  bringing  forth 
Much  ijwil  with  all  thdr  wives,  I  portion'd  it  jo 

With  equal  hand,  and  each  received  a  thare. 
Next,  I  exhorted  to  immediate  flight 
My  people ;  but  in  vain ;  they  madly  fcom'd 
My  Ibber  counfel,  and  much  wine  they  drank. 
And  flieep  and  beeves  flew  num'ious  on  the  fliore.        55 
Meantime,  Ciconians  to  Ciconians  call'd. 
Their  neighbours  flimmoning,  a  mightier  hoft 
And  braver,  natives  of  the  continent. 
Expert,  on  horfes  mounted,  to  maintain 
Fierce  fight,  or  if  occaiion  bade,  on  foot.  6« 

Num'rous  they  came  as  leaves,  or  vernal  flow'rs 
At  day-fpring.     Then,  by  the  decree  of  Jove, 
Misfortune  found  us.     At  the  fliips  we  flood 
Fienang  each  other  with  the  brazen  Ipear, 
And  "till  the  morning  brighten'd  into  noon,  6^ 

Few  as  we  were,  we  yet  withflood  them  all ; 
But,  when  the  fun  verged  weftward,  then  the  Greeks 
Fell  back,  and  the  Ciconian  hoft-prevail'd. 
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Six  warlike  Greedans  fipom  each  galley's  craw  . .  , . 

Perifli'd  in  that  dread  field;  the  reft  etoqied.         — .  fa. 

Thus,  after  lofs  b#  man^,  WB  fmrfued  .  •  •;;  ■•■■^    '. 
Our  oourfe,  yet,  difficult  ais  was  our  flight,  ' 
Went  not 'till  firft  we  had  inrcked  by  name' .        >  ' 

Our  fiiends,  whom  the  Ciedhiaas  had  defiroyMi 
But  cloud-affemUer  Jove  aSaiTdus  feon  •  •     7S 

With  a  tempeftuous  Notth-wtod ;  earth  '4dike  ' 

And  lea  with  fiorms  he  overhung,  .and  night 
Fell  iaft  from  heav^.    '  Thdr  <he^8  deep-plunging  oft 
Our  gallies  fleWj  and  ifeiit,  ih4  Wnt-  again        ... 
Our  tatter'd  fail-doth~'crackled  in  the  wind.  So 

We,  fearing  inftant  death,  Withiti  the  iMrks 
Our  canvas  lod^d,  and,-MiBng  !ft«eri«Ou»j  «each'd   -  •  • 
At  length  the  confittetMi :' TWtfW^iwswd  lay  : 

Continual  there,  and  tw»  long  dayB, :  confuihed     - 
With  toil  and  grief  5,  but  when  the  beauteous  mom       85 
Bright-haii'd,  had  braught  the'tikikl  day^toaidofe, ' 
(Our  mafts  ereAed,  and  white  falU  imfuil'd) 
Agun  we  fat  on  board ;  meantime,  the  winds 
Well  managed  by  the  fteerfinan, '  urged  us  on. 
And  now,  all  dwger  paf^d,  t  had<attaih'd         '  90 

My  native  ihofe,  but,  doubling  in  my  courie 
Malea,  waves  and  currents  and  Noith>winds 
Craiftrain'd  me  devious  to  Cythera's  ifle. 
Nine  days  by  crud  ftorms  thence  was  I  borne 
Athwart  the  fifliy  Deep,  but  on  the  tenth  95 

Reach'd  the  Lotophagi,  a  race  fuibin'd 
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Qp  fweeteft  fruit  alone.     There,  qoitting  fliip. 

We  landed  aod  drew  water,  and  the  crews 

Befide  the  veflels  took  their  ev'ning  cheer.    '. 

When,  hafty,  we  had  thoa  cmr  ftrength  renew'd,  i«i> 

I  order'd  forth  my  people  .to  inquire 

(Two  I  feleiSled  from  the  reft,  with  whom 

I  join'd  an  herald,  third)  what  race  of  men 

Might  there  inhabit.     They,  departing,  mix'd 

With  the  Lotophagi;  nor  hoftile  aoght  ibj 

Or  favage  the  Lotophagi  devifed  . 

Againft  our  friends,  but  oferVi  to  then- tafta 

The  lotus;  of  which  fruit  what  man ifoe'ei:  I    i     :       ; 

Once  tailed,  no  defii*  fdt  he  to  come  ' 

With  tidings  back,  or  feek  his  country  more,  ii » 

But  rather  wiih'd  to  feed  on  lotds  ftiB 

With  the  Lotophagi,  and  to  renounce 

All  thoughts  of  home.  :  Them,  therefore,  I  conftrain'iV 

Weeping  on  board,  and;  .draggiiig  each  befteath 

The  benches,  bound  him  -there.    Tlien,:  all  in  haite,     i  i  ; 

I  lu-ged  my  people  «o  afcendagaia:  : 

Their  hollow  hark«,  left  Qthjers  alfo,  fed  ■     - 

Wil^  fruit  of  lotus,  ftiouHrfctgetthejr  home.       ■     .1 

They  quick  emjjatk'd.  Mid  on  the  benches  ranged'-        > 

In  order,  threih'rt,\»jtb:03rs. the  foamy-flooav.       ..     ii«> 

Thence,  o'er  the  Pe^p'proieeang  fad,  we  reacKvi  •    ' 
The  land  at  length,. where,  »giaht-fized  and  free        -. 
Frgfd  all  conftraintof  la»i,  thetCyclops  dwell.     ... 

•  So  the  Scholium  mterprew  in  this  placej  tiie  word'  ^tfftitXef, 

'■''    .  -"    ■  They, 
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They,  t/uftingito  flie(t3ods,i:plant  het)-«'^(*agti,'  ••     -  ■■ 
But  earth  imfow'd,,iintm'd,  brings  forth  few  them '       1 15 
All  fruits,  wheat,.  i»^f> '  and  ths  vinaus  grapef^  ' 
iji;ge-clnfter'd,  nourifli'dbyctho  fhbw'riof'Jove.' 
No  councils  they  convene,  noStawscontriinr      '    "         ' 
But  in  deep  caverns  dwsU,  found  on  the  heads 
Of  lofty  mountains,  judgiitg  each  Tupreme'  •    :  130 

His  wife  and  chiWren,!  heedlefS!Jffl»5teft>  '■■      -' 

Ini^ant  of  the  Cyclopean:  faaven  lies  '  \ 

A  level  ifland,  not  adjoining  ddfe  .:■'•■'. 

Their  land,  nor  yet  remote,  Woody  arid  rude. : 
There,  wild-goatS' bread: husfiberteft,  by  no  foAt    '        i  js-*^ 
Of  man  molefted ;  never. bontfinani there,!  ;'  ;  •  •       ;" 
Inured  tamntet^.coU  and  hubgsr,  rdams  ' 

The  dreary  .*iiDds,  pt  mpuritiiii-top&'fvrtilime  j'  '■■'■':'  -■  ■'  ;' 
No  fleecy  flocks  dwelHhere,:  liorploiigli  is' 'kiio^n,'  •  '  ' 
But  the  unfeeded-.and.unfurnJwWifoB,'  ' ':  - '  :^  .  14-6  -' 
Year  ^er  year  a'^wildemefs'bjr'imsn.'      i-'  :;  •■< "! 

Uatfodden,  foodi'fiw  hlauiit  fsatBlifflpplieii:  ::"n''.' '  ,::  d~' 
For  no  fliips  ciStnfenrprowH) fliis  C!fttala:wmi^-  '-■•'  r  >  t).;A 
Nor  naval  artizan  is  there,  whofe'toSl-'  ,'    ''  t  "       ' 
Might  fumifli  them  with  bary'barkvby.whictf    '  ':    1-45'-^ 
Subfifts  all  diftanttismm£Ece,  'aa4*li'M6hibdai! .'  >'  '  -''' 
M|»Htrf<eB(tJit:)0«ep*a-Cifie8.f»»TCnIpt«iI''''n'  I  '  ■'  t-^'-'':  '■•'- 
W3ie, might  impcoK'e  the  peopled  ifle,  that' feemi' 
Not  fteril  inilfelf,.  bnt.apt  to  yield,:  .  '       i   .  ■  •      :  . 
In  their  due  {fafjh,  ^fbuits  of  ieviry^kih^;      '  .      '  ■  '  ^ija 
For  ftretch'd  befide  the  hoary  ocean  lie   ■     .   ...liU.      '■ 
.,■;.'  Green 
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Gieen  meadow«inotft,'wh«i!e  vines  imraiS  never  £ul; 

Light  is  the  lan()i.>D<i  they  might  yeatly.iettp^ 

The  talleft  crops,-.  &  uniSuom  is  the  glebe. 

Safe  is  its  haven  alfo,  .wii*«  no  need    1  '  .  ig.5 

Of  cable  is  or  aiichor,  ©r  to  lafli 

The  hawfer  faftjifitore,  but  pu(hing  in ..  ..>   ,i  j. 

His  hark,  the  mariner  might  there  »hMe    :  .    ■  ■  ■ 

Till  rifing  gales  ihoold  tempt  him  forth  again. . 

At  bottom  of  the  bay  runs  a  clear  firealn  '.  '.    ;        ifio  ■ 

Ifliiing  from  a  cove  hemm'd  all  around : 

With  poplars;  .down  into  that  bay  vre  fteer'd 

Anud  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  fome  God 

Conducting  \is ;  for  all  un&en  it  lay,     :   : 

Such  gloom  involved  the  fleet*  nor  flione  the  moon     16  j 

From  heav'n  to  light  us,  vcil'd  by  pitcby  .douch. 

Hence,  none  the  ifle  defcrnd^'  nor  any  faw 

The  lofty  fui;ge  roll'd  on  the  ftrand,  or  ere 

Our  veflels  ftruck  the  ground ;  but  when  they  ftmckr 

Then,  lowering  all  our  fails,  we  di&mbaik'd,  170 

And  on  the  fea-beech  flept  tilt  dawn  appear'd. 

Soon  as  Auronii  daughter  of  the  dawn, 

Look'd  rofy  forth,  we  with  admiring  eyes 

The  ifle  furvey'd,  rotmiogit  wide  aimuul. 

Meantime,  the  nymphs,  Jove's  daughter^  ronfed  tho  goats 

Bred  cm  the  moimtalns,  to  fupply  with  food  176 

The  parmers  of  my  toils ;  then,  bringing  forth 

Bows  and  long-pointed  javelins  from  the  fliips, 

Divided  all  into  three  fep'rate  bands 
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We  firuck  them,  and  the  Gods  gave  lis  much  prey.     180 

Twelve  fhips  attended  me,  and  evVy  ihip 

Nine  goats  received  by  lot ;  myfelf  alone 

Seleaed  ten.     All  day,  till  fet  of  fun, 

We  eating  fat  goat's  fleih,  and  drinking  wine 

Delidous,  without  flint ;  for  dearth  was  none  185 

Of  ruddy  wine  on  board,  but  much  remain'd. 

With  which  my  people  had  their  jars  fupplied 

What  time  we  fack'd  Ciconian  Ifmarus. 

Thence  looking  forth  toward  the  neighbour-land 

Where  dwell  the  Cyclops,  riling  fmoke  we  iaw,         190 

And  voices  heard,  their  own,  and  of  their  flocks. 

Now  fank  the  fun,  and  (night  o'erihadowing  all) 

We  flept  along  the  Ihore ;  but  when  again 

The  rofy-fingei'd  daughter  of  the  dawn 

Look'd  forth,  my  crews  convened,  I  thus  began.         195 

Companions  of'  my  courfe  I  here  reft  ye  all. 
Save  my  own  crew,  with  whom  I  will  explore 
This  people,  whether  wild  they  be,  unjuft. 
And  to  contention  giv'n,  or  well-difpofed 
To  ftrangers,  and  a  race  who  fear  the  Gods.  200 

So  fpeaking,  I  embark'd,  and  bade  embark 
My  followers,  throwing,  quick,  the  hawfers  loole. 
They,  enfring  at  my  word,  the  benches  fill'd 
Well-ranged,  and  threfb'd  with  oars  the  foamy  flood. 
Attaining  foon  that  neighbor-land,  we  found  105 

At  its  extremity,  &ft  by  the  lea, 
A  cavern,  lofty,  itid  dark-biow'd  above 

With 
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_  With  laurel^|.,m  ?hat^(^y^j)jj^wp^b|57ng^ lay      •        .    ^ 
Much  cattle,  iheep,  an^_,^c)^t|b  apd  p.  Jwpad.  court      :     ~ 
Enclofed  it,  fenced  with -ft(^es  i(pij^|<}«j»Ties  hewn, ,.  ii9 
With  fpiry  firs,  artd  (^ks, qf ^ ;}pjple  hpi^h.    ,.  .   .^m 

Here  dwelt  a  giant  vaft,  .wjw  far-  r()jn9te.. ,  ,  -^ .,  ,  j^  ^  .^ 
pis  flocks  fed  fofttary,  .converfe  poQC,  .  .  •,  „  ■,,^/^.y.t  ■- 
Defiring,  fuUen, , favage,,  and -unjuft. j  .  ;;|:.v-, r;  i  .j 
Monfter,  id  truth,  he  Wj^s,, ,bi<l^ps  in  form,.'  •-.  ,r.:^fS 
Refembling  lefs  amm^bji  ^ef,??  ijft.y,;,-,  ._,.„  ,„,;■,  ,^,17/ 
Suftain'd,  tlian  forae:  aiyrin^  tnpjjn^auj^irgjj;  •  _,[ ,___.,,  ,[-ir- 
Tufted  with,  wood,.  an4  ^*°J^°g,-3^;^'W'|  ;;  ■    ;.  '.di:"'." 

~ Enjoining,, iJienj^.py.jjjfogletp.^^ijWe!.  ^j,.,  ..i  ij,;„,  i.a 
Faft  by  jtbeftip  whish  thi5^.J(l^(>,u)d,jloftJ-Y  gMat^.-v  -„?<to 
I  went ;  but'not  without  a. gc^at-fkin.flUVl ,,;,.., ,  ._    -,/ 
With  fable  wine  which  I,  .had  erft.rec«ive<j3-.Tj. :,_-;,, .,  ,  f--!^ 
From  Maron,. offspring. of  Evantjies.nriq^  i'  ic'!  ••■  -  ■ 
of  Phoebus,  euYdian  g9d,of  Ifinaiw,^.    -,    ,i        • 
Becaufe,  through  rev'reuce  of  him,  we.  had  iaved  ,      m^ 
Himfelf,  his  wife  and  children-;  for  bp  dwelt  • . 
Amid  the  grove, umbrageqvjs  0^  l|M.God.        ■  ,  ;  ri  '. 
He  gave  me,  theijefoVft  gyljlg .gifts !,  jfroat  hiip      .  .ji  c  r 
Sev'n  talents  I  received  p^, beaten  sol^j  ,     ,,,,  -  „-  , , 
A  beaker,  argjent,al),_| ^Qd  After, thei^, ..,-,     .,j   ,;;:_,;  ^3.0 
No  fewer  t^^p^twejye  j»r^  ,wit(j.,wine,j|ejdete,j. .  ,  3    .    -;•!' 
Rich^  uii^dult'rate,,^inkjfpr.Gc^;  ^ofi^vr,--  ,-,  ,:  V/ 
One  iervant,.  male  or  female,  of ,  that  wine^  .;    .     . 

In  all  his  houfe;  none  knew  it,  f^e  luinielf„  ,.; . ,    .;  3  . 
His  wife,  and  the  intendant  ,ojf  JI)j^,i};^5S..^,-i,,I    ,.  ,.  isjiS 
' '  '  Oil 
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Oft  as  they  drank  that  Iv^ous  juice,  he  flaked 

A  Jingle  cup  with  twenty  from  the  ftream, 

And,  even  then,  the  beaker  breath'd  abroad 

A  fcent  celeftial,  which  whoever  fmelt,  ^ 

Thenceforth  no  pleaftite  found  it  to  abflain.  a^a 

dharged  with  an  ample  goat-lkin  ef  this  wine 

I  went,  and  with  a  wallet  well  fupplied. 

But  felt  a  fudden  prefage  in  my  foul 

That,  haply,  with  terrific  force  endued. 

Some  favage  would  appear,  ftrange  to  the  laws  243 

And  privileges  of  the  human  race. 

Few  {teps  conveyed  us  to  his  den,  but  him 

We  found  not ;  he  his  flocks  paitur'd  abroad. 

His  cavern  ent'ring,  we  with  wonder  gazed 

Around  on  all ;  his  flrainers  hung  with  cheefe  350 

Diftended  wide ;  with  lambs  and  kids  his  penns 

Clofe-throng'd  we  faw,  and  folded  feparate 

The  various  charge ;  the  eldeft  all  apart. 

Apart  the  middle-aged,  and  the  new-yean'iS 

Alfo  apart.     His  pails  and  bo«4s  with  whey  35s 

Swam  all,  neat  veflels  into  which  he  milk'd. 

Me  then  my  friends  firft  importuned  to  take 

A  portion  of  his  eheefes,  then  to  drive 

Forth  from  the  iheep-cotes  to  the  rapid  bark 

His  kids  and  lambs,  and  plow  the  brine  again.  36a 

But  me  they  moved  not,  happier  had  they  moved! 

I  wilh'4  to. fee  him,  and  to  gain,  perchance, 

Some  pledge  of  hofpitality  at  his  hands, 

»  D  Whole 
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Whofe  form  was  fuch,  as  fliould  aot  much  befpeak 

When  he  appear'd,  ow  confidence  or  love>  365 

Then,  kindling  fire,  we  e&i'd  to  the  Gods, 

And  of  his  cheefes  eating,  patient  lat 

TUl  honw  he  trodg'd  from  pafture.    Charged  he  came 

With  dry  wood  bundled,  an  enormous  load. 

Fuel  by  which  to  fup.     Loud  crafli'd  the  thorns         37» 

Which  down  he  caft  before  the  cavern's  mouth. 

To  whofe  interior  nooks  we  trembling  flew. 

At  once  he  drove  into  his  fpacious  cave 

His  batten'd  flock,  all  thi^e  which  gave  him  milk. 

But  all  the  males,  both  rams  and  goats,  he  left  37-5, 

Abroad,  excluded  from  the  cavern-yard. 

Upheaving,  next,  a  Focky  barrier  huge 

To  his  cave's  mouth,  he  thruft  it  home.   That  weight 

Not  ^1  the  oxen  from  its  place  had  moved 

©f  twenty  and  two  wains  i.  with  fuch  a  rock  380, 

Iramenfe  his  den  he  clofed.    Then  down  he  fat. 

And  as  he  mUk'd  his  ewes  and  bleating  goats 

All  in  their  turns,  her  yeanling  gave  to  each ;. 

Coagulating,  then,  with  hriik  difpatch. 

The  half  of  his  new  milk,  he  fliruft  the  curd  38^ 

liato  his  wicker  fieves,  but  flnred  the  reft 

Hi  pans  and  bowls— his  cuftomary  drink; 

His  labours  thus- perform'd,  he  kindled,,  laft. 

Bis  fuel,  aid'difcemitig  us,  enqnired. 

Who  are  ye,,firangea?  from  what  diftant  flwre      390 
Roam  ye  the  waters  f.  tiaffick  ye  ?  oir  bound- 

To 
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To  DO  one  poR,  wander,  as  t>irate9  nfe. 
At  l^rge  the  Deep,  expolioglife  themfelvea. 
And  enemies  of  alt  mankiiid  befide ! 

He  ceafed ;  we,  dalh'd  with  terrour,  heard  the  growl 
Of  his  big  voice,  and  view'd  his  form  uncouth,  .  39$ 

To  whom,  though  fore-appaird,  I  thus  replied. 

Of  Greece  are  we,  and,  bound  from  Ilium  home, 
Have  wander'd  wide  the  expanfe  of  ocean,  fport 
For  ev'ry  wind,  and  driven  from  our  courfe,  400 

Have  here  arrived  j  fo  flood  the  will  of  Jove. 
We  boaft  ourfelves  of  Agamemnon's  trwi. 
The  fon-  of  Atreus,  at  this  hour  the  Chief 
Beyond  all  others  under  heav'n  renownM, 
So  great  a  city  he  hath  fack'd,  aijid  flain  405 

Such  num'rous  foes ;  but  fince  we  reach,  at  lafl. 
Thy  knees,  we  beg  fuch  hofpitable  fare, 
Or  other  gift,  as  guefta  are  wonl  to  obtaio. 
lUuftrious  lord!  refpeft  the  Gods,  and  us 
Thy  fuitors ;  fuppliants  are  the  care  of  Jove  410 

The  hofpitable ;  he  their  vrroogs  releats. 
And  where  the  ftranger  fojoums  there  is  he. 

I  ceasM,  when  anfwer  thus  he,  fierce,  retum'd. 
Friend !  either  thou  art  fool,  or  hafi  arrived 
Indeed  from  far,  who  bidd'ft  me  fear  the  Gods  415 

Left  they  be  wroth.     The  Cyclops  little  heeds 
Jove  aegis-arm'd^  or  all  the  Pow'rs  of  heav'n. 
Oar  race  is  mightier  far;  nor  fball  myielf. 
Through  fear  of  Jove's  hoftiCty,  abftain 

4  D  2  From 
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From  thee  or  thine,  unlefs  my  choice  be  fuch.  410 

But  tell  me  now.     Where  touch'd  thy  gallant  bark 
Our  country,  on  thy  firft  arrival  here  ? 
Remote,  or  nigh .'  for  I  would  learn  the  truth. 

So  Qiake  he,  tempting  me ;  but,  artful,  thus 
i  anfwei'd,  penetrating  his  intent.  42$ 

My  veflel,  Neptune,  Shaker  of  the  flioresy 
At  yonder  utmoft  promontory  dalh'd 
In  pieces,  hurling  her  againft  the  rocks- 
With  winds  that  blew  right  thither  from  the  feaj 
And  I,  with  thefe  alone,  efcaped  alive.  430 

So  I,  to  whom,  relentlefs,  anfwer  none 
He  deign'd,  but^  with  his  arms  extended,  •  fprang 
Toward  my  people,  of  whom  feizing  two 
At  once,  like  whelps  againft  his  cavem-floor 
He  daih'd  them,  and  their  brains  fpread  on  the  ground'. 
Thefe,  piece-meal  hewn,  for  flipper  he  prepared,         43^ 
And,  like  a  mountain-lion,  neither  fte/h 
Nor  entrails  left,,  nor  yet  their  marrowy  bones. 
We,  viewing  that  tremendous  fight,  upraiied 
Our  hands  to  Jove,  all  hope  and- courage  loft.  440 

When  thus  the  Cyclops  had  with  human  fleih 
Fill'd  his  capacious  belly,  and  had  quafi^d 
Much  undiluted  milk,  among  his  flocks 
Outfiretch'd  immenfe,  he  preft'd  Kis  cavern-floor.. 
Me,  then,  my  courage  prompted'  to  approach  445. 

The  monfter  with  my  fword  drawn  from  the  (heath, 
Aiid.to.transfix.him  where  the  vitals  wrag' 

Xhe. 
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The  liver;  bnt  matiirer  thoughts  forbad. 
For  fo,  we  alfo  had  incurr'd  a  death 
Tremendous,  wanting  pow'r  to  thruft  afide  450 

The  rocky  mafs  that  doTed  his  cavern-mouth 
Sy  force  of  hand  alone.     Thus  many  a  figh 
Heaving,  we  watch'd  the  dawn.     But  when,  at  lengthy 
Aurora,  day-fpring's  daughter  rofy-palm'd 
Look'd  forth,  then,  kindling  fire,  his  flocks  he  milk'd 
In  order,  and  her  yeanling  kid  ov  lamb  4^4 

Thruft  under  each.     When  thus  he  had>  perform'd 
His  wonted  talk,  two  feizing,  as  before, 
He  flew  them  for  his  next  obfcene  regale. 
His  dinner  ended,  from  the  cave  he  drove  460^ 

His  fatted  flocks  abroad,  moving  with  eaie 
That  pond'ious  barrier,,  and  replacing  it 
As  he  had  only  dirfed  a  qmver's  lid. 
Then,  hifling  them  along,  he  drove  his  flocks 
Toward  the  mountain,  and  me  left,  the.  while,-  465' 

Deep  ruminating  how  I  beft  might  take 
Vengeance,  and  by  the  aid  of  Pallas  win 
Deathlefs  renown..    This  counfeL  pleas'd  me  moft; 
Beflde  the  fheep-cote  lay  a  ma%  club- 
Hewn  by  the  Cyclops  &om  an  olive  ftock,-  471" 

Gteenj  but  which- dried,,  fliouldferve  hiin  ibra  ftaST 
Tlo  us  confid'ring  it,  that  ftaff.  appear'd- ; 
Tall  as^die  maft  of  a  huge  trading-bark,- 
Impell'd  by  twenty  rowers  o'er  the  Deep. 
Such  leem'd  its  length  to  us,  and. fuch..its  bulk;-  475- 
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Part  amputating,,  (an  wh<de  fathom's  length) 

I  gave  my  men  that  portion,  with  cooimand 

To  ihave  it  fmooth.     They  finooth'd  it,  and  myfdf, 

Shaping  its  blunt  extremity  to  a  point, 

Seafon'd  it  in  the  fire ;  then  cov'ring  defe  ■  489 

The  weapon,  hid  it  under  litter'd  ftraw. 

For  much  lay  fcatter'd  on  the  caverB-6oo«". ' 

And  now  I  bade  my  people  eaft  the  lot 

Who  of  us  all  Ihould  take  the  pointed  brand. 

And  giind  it  in  his  eye  when  next  he  ilept,  485 

The  lots  were  call,  and  four  were  chofen,  thofe 

Whom  moft  I  wifli'd,  and  I  Was  chofen  fifth. 

At  even-tide  he  came,,  his  fleecy  flocks 

Pafturing  homeward,  and  compeird  them  all 

Into  his  cavern,  leaving  none  abroad,  499 

Either  through  fome  furmife,  or  fo  indined 

By  influence,  haply,  of  the  Gods  themfelyes. 

The  huge  rock  pull'd  int«3  its  pliace  again 

At  the  cave's  mouth,  he,  fitting,  milk'd  his  flieep 

And  goats  in  ordei^  and  her.kid  or.iitmb  49  j 

Thruft  under  eadi ;  thus,  all  his  work  difpatch'd, 

Two  more  he  feiz'd,  and  to  his  fupper  fell. 

I  then,  approachiiig  to  him,,  thus  addrefs'd 

The  Cyclops,.  hcdding:inJiriy. hand,  a  oup 

Of  ivy-wood,  well-diaiged:  vtith  ruddy  wine,  .     5&» 

Ld,  Cyclops !  this  is  wine.     Take  this,  and  drink 
After  thy  meal  of'mim'3.fleih..   Tafte  and  learn 
\yhat  precious  Eqaor  cur  Inft  veflel  bore. 

I  brought 
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I  brought  it  hither,  purpofing  to  make 

Libation  to  thee,  if  to  pity  inclined  505 

Thou  wouM'ft  difmifs  us  home.     But,  ah,  thy  rage 

Is  iniiapportable  t  thou  cruel  one  I 

Who,  thinkeft  thwi,  of  all  n»nkind,  henceforth 

Will  vifit  tbee  guilty  of  fuch  excefs  ? 

I  ceas'd.     He  took  and  drank,  and  •  hugely  pleas'd 
With  that  delidoui  bevYage,  thus  enquired.  511 

Give  me  again,  and  fpare  not.     T^n  me,  to<v 
Thy  name,  incontinent,  thar  I  may  make 
Kec[uital,  gratifying  alfo  thee- 

With  fomewhst  to  thy  tafte.     We  Cycrops  own  515 

A  bounteous  foil,  which  yields  us  alfo  wine 
From  clutters  large,  nouriih'd  by  ihow'rs  from  Jove ; 
But  this— oh  this  is  jiom  above — a  ftream 
Of  neAar  and  ambrolia,  all  divine  I 

He  ended,  and  received  a  fecond  draught,  520 

Like  meafure.     Thrice  I  here  it  to  his  hand. 
And,  fooHlh,  thrice  ;he  drank.     But  when  the  fumes 
Began  to  play  around  the  Gydop's  brnn. 
With  (how  of  amity  I  thus  repBedi 

Cyclops !  thou  haft  njy  noble  name  enquired,  515: 

Wiiich  I  will  tell  thee.  &ve  me,  in  return. 
The  promilqd  boon,  fome  hofpitable  jdedge. 
My  name  is  -f  Ootisf  Outis  I  am  calFd 

At 

f  CKtrke,  whohasprerervedthisnameinhig  marginal  veHlon,  contends  ftt«nuouOy, 
ajuLwit)i.^eat  reafonj  that  Outu  ought  not  to  b«  iTanilatcd }  and  la  a  pailage  which 

.  ke 
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At  home,  abroad,  wherever  I  am  known. 

So  I ;  to  whom  he,  favage,  thus  replied.  530 

Outis,  when  I  have  eaten  all  his  friends. 
Shall  be  my  laft  regale.    :  Be  that  thy  booa. 

He  fpake,  and,  downward  fway'd,  fell  refopine. 
With  his  huge  neck  allant.     AU-conqu'ring  fleep 
Soon  feized  him.  From  his  gullet  gulh'd  the  wine       555 
With  human  morfels  mingled,  many  a  Waft 
Sonorous  iffuing  frona  his  glutted  maw. 
Then,  thrufting  far  the  fpike  of  olive-wood 
Into  the  embers  glowing  on  the  hearth, 
I  heated  it,  and  cheer'd  my  friends,  the  while,  .       .540 
Left  any  fliould,  througlf  fear,  (brink  frem  Us  part. 
5ut  when  that  ftake  of  olive-wood,  though  green. 
Should  foon  have  flamed,  for  it  was  glpniiag  hot, 
I  bore  it  to  his  fide.     Then  all  my  aids  . 

Around  me  gather'd,  and  the  Gods  infufed  545 

Heroic  fortitude  into  our  hearts. 
They,  feizing  the  hot  ftake  rafp'd  to  a  point, 
Bored  his  eye  with  it,^  and  myfelf,  advanced 
To  a  Superior  ftand,  twirl'd  it  about. 
As  when  a  ftiipwright  with  his  wimble  bores  jjo 

he  quotes  from  the  jtila  truJIteruiriy  we  {tf  much  fault  foutid  with  Giphanius  and  other 
interpreters  of  Homer-fbr.haring  tranilateil  it.  '  It  is  certain  that  in  Ht>mer  the  word 
is  declined  not  as  xrK-rivor,  which  lignifies  no  nan,  1>ut  as  fxH^riiis,  making  aru 
injlie  accufative,  coniequently  as  a  proper  name.  It  is  fufficient  that  the  ambiguity 
was  fuch  as  to  deceive  the  friends  of  the  Cyclops.  Outis  is  laid  by  Tone  (perliaps 
abfurdly^  to  have  been  a  name  given  to  myfles  on  account  of  his  having  larger  ears 
than  common. 

-     ■  •  Tough 
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Tough  oakenctimfany  ^K3ea;pii- either  fito-..       ■-.  ■!■■..' 
Below,  his  fellow-attiftsf  ftf^iri  the  thong  ':  I  '     '^v;.     f;o 
Alteraafe,.  aridtiie  reftlefe  Ifoni^ins .  ■     ul" 

60,  grafping  haot'tbeJftafceipointedwHh  fire,  ::::•'■  cs'll 
We  twirl'd  it  ii>- hii^e^'thiibulbbfiiig  Wdoi  ii-j':::iM  ^^^ 
Boil'd  round  abcnnthe  brandy  his  pupil  fent  i  ■  <'!  :  ..A 
A  fcalding  vapbur'fotth  that  iiDged  .his  biojc,  1  \.  ... 

And  all  his^ye-roots  cracMsd  in  thtflainei  i     .  ■  . .":  

As  wlien  the  fmith  an^hatchet  dchirgt  a%e.,  :.!:  \:i  :  ■.,^' 
Temp'ring  with  ikilly  plunges  the  hi^ilg-blade  '  560: 

Deep  in  cold  water;  (wjience.  the  ftredgthdfftee))  .:  .  »  ■ 
So  hifs'd  his  e«p&".atO«nd 'the  bUve-wck>d. ■ '  '  ;:;*.."...  ■'  .J  .■ '. 
The'howliffg  rntoVlftCT  With' his  outcry  fiU'd  <..-:o  i.;  I  r-<y:'t 

TbS  hollow  ro<;k,  and  jj  With  all  tn^  aids, 

Fled  terrified.     He;  plucking  forth  the  i^ike  ,  S6S 

From  his  burnt  focket,  mad  widi  anguiih,  caft  j.    ' 

The  implement  all  bloody  far  away. 

Then,  bellowing,  he  founded  forth  the  name       .  - . 

Of  ev'ry  Cyclops  dwelling  in  the  caves 

Around  him,'  on  thewind-fwispt'^mountain-topi^  ,       570 

They,  at  his  cry  flocking  from  eV'ry  part. 

Circled  his  den,  and  of  his  ail  enquired. 

What  grievous  hurt  hath  caufed  thee,  P<dyphemel 
Thus  yelling  to'alarm  the  peaceful  ear 
Of  night,  and  break  our  flumbers  ?  Fear'ft  thou  left' 
Some  mortal  man  drive  off  thy  flocks .'  or  fear'ft         576 
Thyfelf  to  die  by  cunning  or  by  force  ? 

»  E  Them 
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Them  anfwofd,  then,  Pc^plienie  ^nA  Usrcate  .'. 
Ob,  friends!  Idle,  and Outn- ^es the UoW. :  .    '  . 

To  whom  with  accents  wingy  his  fiJtnds:'\rithoiit.    j  80 
If  DO  *man  barm  thee,  hut  thon  ^.atoiitB, 
AoiJ  ficknefs  fcefft,  it  is  the!  ftrt&e  of  Jo«e,       ' 
And  thou  muft  bear  it ;  yet  invoke  for  ad 
Thy  father  Nepttme,  Soi^reiga  of  the  floods. 

So  faying,  they  w^nt,  and  in  my  heaM  i  bugb'd      £85 
That  by  the  fiftian  only  of  a  itaune,. 
Sij^t  firatageth !  I  had  deceived  them  alL 

Then  gtoanM  tit;  Cyckqn:  wnnig  vritfa  pain  and  griefy 
And,  fombling  with  ftretdh'd  bandi,  MOMnred  the  rock 
From  hi&  cave'^  diotith»  which'  doee»  JM  fat  him  down 
Spreading  his  arms  athwatt  th«  pafc,:  to  flop  591 

Qwr  egreis  with  his'.flo<to  abroad';- fo  dull. 
It  feems,  he  beb}'iiie,-and;!fo  iU-advifed. 
I,  pondering  what  means  njight  fitted  ■prove 
To  fave  fix)m  inftant  deathi  (if  fav«  I  might)  555 

My  people  and  myfdf,  to  ev^:  ftaft 
Inclined,  and.  vaiious  counfiel»  framed,  as  one,  ; 

'Who  ilrove  for  life,,  cenicipus  of  woe  at  handi 
To  me,,  thus  meditating^;  this  appearM 
The  liMi^ft,  conrfe.     The  rame  weU-thrivea  wei^.    6001 
Thick-fleeced,,  full-fizedi  with  wool  of  fiible  hue.,. 
Thefe,4ifi}e)Qtly,  with  ofier  twigs  on  which' 
The  Cycl^ph  hiideous  SBtoftca,  fiept,.  I  bouodi 

*  Outis  as  a  namiy  couM  only  (tenote  him  who  bore  il;  but  a,  a  Mwi,  it  ligmfio^ 
mma*i  «hichjKCoujits  rufficientjy  for  iMc  l«djcrous  miftalce  of  his  bretliren. 

Three 
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Three  in  one  leaSt; 'the  wuamicdiatt.  rami .....::    . 

Bore  each  a  man,  vhom  the  extexior  two  '  '  €6$ 

Freferved,  conceding  liiin  on  either  fide. 

Thus  each  wat  borne  by  three,  and  I,  at  la£E, :      •  ',    I      :  ~ 

The  curl'd  back.feijingof  irain,  (foroue.  : 

I  had  rererv'd  far  ftatelieS  of  tliem  aU) 

Slipp'd  underneath  hjs  beiiy,.  and  both  hands  .  .  ii.9. 

Enfolding  fafti  in  his  jBXub'rant:  fleece,  .■::       '■ 

Clung  cealMeis  to  him^as  I  lay  fiijHtM.  >     .  '  '        '  j! ' 

We,  thus  difpofed,  waited  with  many  a  fig^  ' 

The  facred  diwn ;  but  when,  at  length,  aris'nr  ;:" 

Aurora,  day-fpciag^  daughter  -ro^paliiAC       .       '.    jfiirs 

Again  appearVli .tie: malas of •'iD  his. flbdts,    :';-    :>     :,:;' 

Bujk'd  forth  CO  piaftard^  ^t^  OMantime,  iiimiilk'd,  ...... 

The  wethen  M«atedi:I»y  the  load  tfiflxefe'd.,  .  i    ■..  .•  .-' 
Of  udders  overcbii^d.     Their  mailer,  rack'd.  ■'■ 

With  ixsili  intcdetai^.handled'.yec  '■  -  '  '■i-S'M 

The  backs  of  alV  incpifiti+e,  as  they  ftood,     . 
Kut,  giofs  of  intelleftj'fiifpiciMi  none'   .      , 
Conceiv'd  of  men.  beneath  Ihelv  bojies  bound.    ' 
And  now  <noiie  Idftbsfide)  the  rata  approach'd 
With  his  own.  wool  bBrtfeen'dy  and  with  myfelf,  611  ? 

Whoin:niaiiyiaft«r-mqlB<tedr    Pdlypheme  ^  .     : 

Thd  giant  llroak'dltiitii  as  Ibe  ftitj  tXlA-^Wt,  ' 

My  darlinglitam  !r.-<»%^  lM«ft'Of  the  flock. 
Com'ft  thou,,  whom  iwver^  hetetofere,  my  (heep 
Could  leave  behind,  but  {isOkiflg  al^.tliwir  head,        -  .  6  jo 
il2rhoD:fiifixwaS'Wont!tocrepitlieteil<ter:graf$,        '    ' 
"  ■!  a  E  2  Firft 
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Firft  to  arrive  at  the.  clear  ftream,  and  firft   : 

With  ready  will  to  feek  my  flieel>K»te  here 

At  evening;  but,  thy  practice  chaiig'd,  thon  com'ft. 

Now  laft  of  all.   •  FeeFft  thou  regret,  my  fami ;         635 

Of  thy  poor  maftec's  eye,  by  a  vile  wretch 

Bored  out,  who  overcame  rte  firft  with  wine,    . 

And  by  a  crew  of  vagabonds  accurs'd^ 

Followers  of  Outis,  whofe  efcape  from  death  j  1     ■  , 

Shall  not  be  made  to  day  ?     Ah !  that  thy. heart  •.        6i4;o 

Were  as  my  own,  and  that  diftini3;  as  I 

Thou  could^ft  articulaje,  fo  Ihould'ft  thou  tell, 

>yh~ere  hidden,  lie  ttodes- toy  iurious  wrath. 

Then,  daih'd  againft the ftoot 'his, fpatter'd  brain;    , 

Should  H^,  andil  ^ould  lightsrfeel  myhann  •    :  '  645 

From  Outis,  wretch  bafc-hatned  and  nothing-wortli.  - 

So  faying^  he  left  him' to  purfue.  thefiijclu  -i :::  K,::  ■(.' 
When,  thus  drawn  forth,  wfchad,  M.kagtttiijefcaped  ■.!/.'.' 
Few  paces  from  the  cayern  and  the  coury:, 
Firft,  quitting  my  own  ram.'  Iloos'^l  jKy  frieftds,' ,  650 
Then,  turning  feI^vardni3rty:.'»  thriven: BWC'  .  I\i.-,  ,■ 
Sharp-hooPd,  we  drove  them  l"*ifily!tQ'tlle.ihiIV\.'.  !■  ' 
Thrice  welcome  to  our  feithfol  friieDdd  we  satnej  '...:'... 
From  death  efcaped,  but  viuQ)).{hfi^;iii«Mni'd  the  dead. .  , 
I  fuffer'd  not  their  t;e)i|fs,  ]Klt  fitept  fctxilli  1,-f  li.  ].i.;rp  fi^j 
My  brows,  by  figns  comrojiiviipg  tjlem:  t9i;Hfii,nn!;:j  .  t.'  ■ 
The  fheep  onboaivd,  vld  inftttit^low  ttae^inaiakJi  L'Cfi.  1 
Theiy,  quick ;einb«Kl»g,:  «!n;th)S-:.bfilMhpS'6fe)iI  ■.■/,;■/.  hii;.) 
Well  ranged,  and  theahy  SYithi«ara  theifoaoiy/flaSd  v  •'■'y 
■■    ^  '■  But 
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But  diftant  Qovr  fuch  length  as.  ^  loud  voice                  660' 
May  reach,  1  hail'd  with  taunts  the  Cydop's  ear.     

Cyclops !  when  thou  devouredft  in  thy  cave 
With  brutal  force  nay  followers,  thou  devour'dft 
The  followers  of  no  timid  Chief,  or  bafe. 
Vengeance  was  fur^  to  recpmpenfe  that  deed  665 

Atrocious.     Monfter !,  .who.  waft  not  afraid 
To  eat  the  gueft  Iheltar'd  beneath  thy  roof! 
Therefore  the  Gpds  have  well  requited  thee. 

I  ended ;  he^  exafp'rate,  raged  the  more. 
And  rending  from  its  bold  a  n»ountmn-top»  67* 

Hurl'd  it  toward  us ;  at  our  veffel's  ftern 
Down  can»e  the  raaft,  nigh  fweeping  in  its  fall  ; . 

The  rudder's  head.  The  ocean  at  the  plunge 
Of  that  huge  rock,.-  high  on  its  refluent  flood 
Heav'd,  irrefiftible,  the  fliip  to  land.  67  j 

I.  leizing,  quick,  our  longeft  pole  on  board, 
Back  thruft  her  from  the  ccaft,  and  by  a  nod 
In  filence  given,  bade  my  companions  ply  ■  .  . 

Strenuous  their  oars,  that  fo  we,raight  eftapie.' 
•  Procumbent,  each  obey'd,  and  when,  the  flood; ; ,    6^0 
Cleaving,  ^  we  twice  that  diftance  had  obtaio'd,  ;    k 

Again  I  hail'd  the  Cyclop?  ;■  but  ray.  friends-  ; 

Earneft  diffuaded.me  ooiey'ryjid^        •■■'■.      'i  ' 

.-    t-    *  •'.^•■yffemf*  •  ,    -, 

—   '    '  '  OIU  cemmine  fummo- 

Frocumbunt.  ViRClt.    '     •  •  J 

f.  i  The  feeming  incongruity  d:  thi&tiAe«ith  line  660,  is  reconciled  by. rupfMfij^. 

nat  Ulyfiet  exerted  his  voice,  naturally  loud,  in  an  extraordinary  manner  on  this 

'^'''bccafion..  See  Clarke. 

Ah, 
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:    Ah,  rafti  UlyfiBbs !  why  with  tauntt  provdke  • 
The  favage  raon,  who  hath  this  moment  hart'd  685 

A  weapon,  fuch  as  heaVd  the  ihip  again 
To  land,  where  death  feeraM  certain  to  lis  aB  ? 
For  had  he  heard  a  cry,  or  but  the  VMCte 
Of  one  Man  fpeaking,  he  had  all  bor  heads 
With  fome  Iharp  rock,  and  all  otir  timbers  crulb'd      -699 
Together,  fuch  yaft  force  is  in  his  arm. 

So  they,  but  my  courageous  heart  remaitiVt 
Unmoved,  and  thm  again,  iocenfed,  I  fj>ak«. 

Cyclops !  (houfatany  mortal  man  inquire 
To  whom  thy  fliameful  IrtTs  <rf  fight  thoo  ow'ft,  69s 

Say,  to  Ulyffes,  city-wafter  Chief,  •     - 

Laertes'  fon,  native  of  Ithaca.  '  '' 

I  ceas'd,  and  with  a  groan  thus  heiejdied.         •     '      * 
Ah  me !  an  anticnt  oracle  1  feel  ■  .,.,..'. 

Accoropliih'J.     Here  abode  a  projiheteiftt-'i    '."'^o 
A  man  of  noblell  form,'  and  in  his  art  '  '  ■     ' 

Unrivall'd,  Telemus  Eurymedes.  ■  ••   ,        ' 

He,  prophefyiog  to  the  Cyclops-race,     -   "  •■  '  '    '  "■'    ' 
Grew  old  among  us,  and  prefaged  iny  Ids'  ■'■^'■-      '-"'j  '< " 
Of  fight,  in  future,  by  Ulyfljfes'  hand.  ■•     '  <'"~"f^S 

I  therefore  watch'd  for  the  aitival  liere,       '  '    •      - 
Always,  of  fome  great -Ghief,  fdrftaturei-biilk' '•    '  ''•'-''- 
And  beauty  prais'd,  and  cloath'd  with  wond'rous  might,     ' 
But  now — a  dwarf,  a  thing  impalpable, 
A  Ihadow,  overcame  me  firft  by  wine,  7  to 
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Then  qaench'd  my  fight     Come  hither,  O  my  gneft ! 

Return,  Ulyfles !  hofpitable  cheer 

Awaits  thee,  and  my  pray'rs  I  will  prefer 

To  glorious  Nepttme  for  thy  profp'rous  courfe ; 

For  I  am  Neptune's  offipring,  and  the  God  715 

Is  proud  to  be  my  Sire ;  he',  if  he  pleafe. 

And  he  aUne  can  heal  me ;  none  befide 

Of  Pow'n  Immortal,  or  of  men  below. 

He  fpake,  to  whom  I  anfwer  thus  retum'd. 
I  would  that  of  thy  life  and  foul  amerced,  yzoi' 

I  could  as  fure  difmifs  thee  down  to  Hell, 
As  none  Ihall  heal  thine  eye — ^not  even  He. 

So  I ;  then  pray'd  the  Cyclops  to  his  Sire 
With  hands  uprais'd  toward  the  ftarry  heaVn. 

Hear,  Earth  encirder  Neptune,  azure-hair'd  !         725 
If  1  indeed  am  thine,  and  if  thou  boaft 
Thyfelf  my  father,  gratit  that  never  more 
DlyflSs,  leveller  of  hoftile  tow'rs,, 
Laertes'  fon,  of  Ithaca  the  fair. 

Behold  his  native  home  I  but  if  his  fate  7}o 

Decree  him  yet  to  fee  his  friends,  his  houfe. 
His  native  country,  let  him  deep  diftrefs'd 
Return  and  late,  alt  his  companions  loft. 
Indebted  for  a  ihip  to  foreign  aid. 
And  let  affliction  meet  him  at  his  door.  735 

He  fpake,  and  Ocean'i  fov'reign  heard  his  pray't. 
Then  lifting,  fi-omitheifhore  a  ftone  of  fize. 

Ear- 
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I'ar  more  enormous,  o'er  his  head  he  wbirl'd 

The  rock,  and  his  immeafurable  force 

Exerting  all,  difmifs'd  it.     Clofe  behind  ,  740 

The  fliip,  ijor  diftant  from  the  rudder's  tiKad, 

Down  came  the  mafs.     The  ocean  at  the  plunge 

Of  fuch  a  weight,  higli  on  its  refluent  flood 

Tumultuous,  heaved  the  bark  well-nigh  to  land. 

But  when  we  reached  the  ifle  where  We  had  left      74s 
Our  num'rous  barks,  and  where  my  people  fat 
Watching  with  ceafelefs  forrow  our  return. 
We  thruft  our  veflel  to  the  fandy  Ihore,     • 
Then  difembark'd,  and  of  the  Cyclop's  Ifeeep 
Gave  equal  Ihare  to  all.     To  me  alone  750 

My  fellow-voyagers  the  ram  confign'd 
In  diiiribution,  my  peculiar  meed. 
Him,  therefore,  to  cloud-girt  Saturnian  Jove 
I  offer'd  on  the  (hore,  burning  his  thighs 
In  facrifice ;  but  Jove  my  hallow'd  rites  75s 

Reck'd  not,  deftruition  purpofing  to  all 
My  barks,  and  all  my  followers  o'er  the  Deep. 
Thus,  feafting  largely,  on  the  Ihore  we  fat 
"Till  even-tide,  and  quafling  gen'rous  wine ; 
But  when  day  fail'd,  and  night  o'erfliadow'd  all,  760 

Then,  on  the  Ihore  we  flept ;  and  when  again 
Aurora,  rofy  daughter  of  the  Dawn, 
Look'd  forth,  my  people,  anxious,  I  enjoin'd 
To  climb  their  barks,  and  call  the  hawfers  loofe. 

They, 
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They,  all  obedient,  took  th^  leats  on  board 
Well-ranged,-  and  threlh'd  with  oars  the  foamy  floods  76  J 
Thus,  'fcaping  narrowly,  we  roam'd  the  Deep 
With  aching  hearts  and  with  diminilh'd  crewsv 
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Uljffles,  in  purfuit  of  his  narrative,  relates  his  arrival  at  the 
iOand  of  Molaa,  his  departure  thence,  and  the  unhappy  occafion 
of  his  return  thither.  The  monarch  of  the  winds  di&iifles  him  at 
!aft  with  much  afperitjr.  He  next  tcBs  of  his  arrival  among  the 
Lseftrygonians,  by  whom  his  whole  fleet,  together  with  their  crews, 
are  deftroyed,  his  own  ihip  and  crew  excepted.  Thence  he  is 
driven  to  the  ifland  of  Circe.  By  her  the  half  of  his  people  are 
transformed  into  fwine.  Afliiled  by  Mercury,  he  reiiita  her  en- 
chantments himfelf,  and  prevails  with  the  Goddefs  to  recover  them 
to  their  former  Ihape.  In  confequence  of  Circe's  inftruftions, 
after  having  fpent  a  complete  year  in  her  palace,  he  prepares  for  a 
voyage  to  the  infernal  regions. 


BOOK        X. 

WE  came  to  the  jEolian  ifle;  there  dwells 
.^lus,  fon  of  Hippotas,  belov'd 
By  the  Immortals,  in  an  iile  afloat. 
A  brazen  wall  impregnable  on  all  fides 
Girds  it,  and  fmooth  its  rocky  coaft  afcends.  5 

His  children,  in  his  own  fair  palace  born. 
Are  twelve ;  fix  daughters,  and  fix  blooming  fons. 

He 
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He  gave  his  daughters  to  his  fons  to  wife ; 

They  with  their  &ther  hdd  perpetual  feaft 

And  with  their  royal  mother,  flill  fupplied  lo 

With  dainties  numberlefs ;  the  (bunding  dome 

Is  fill'd  with  favVy  odours  all  die  day. 

And  with  thdr  conforts  chafte  at  night  they  -fleep '. 

On  ftatelieft  couches  with  rich  arras  fpread. 

Their  city  and  their  fplendid  courts  we  reach'd.  i  j 

A  month  complete  he,  fiiendly,  at  his  bosaxl 

Regaled  me,  and  enquiry  made  minute 

Of  Ilium's  fall,  of  the  Achaian  fleet. 

And  of  our  voyage  thence.     I  told  him  all. 

But  now,  dellrous  to  embark  again,  30 

I  alk'd  difmiffion  home,  which  he  approved. 

And  well  provided  for  my  profp'rous  courfe. 

He  gave  me,  ftimiih'd  by  3  bullock  flay'd 

In  his  ninth  year,  a  bag;  ev'ry  rude  blaft 

Which  from  its  bottom  turns  the  Deep,  that  bag  ij 

Imprifon'd  held ;  for  him  Saturnian  Jove 

Hath  oiBced  arbiter  of  sil  the  winds. 

To  roufe  their  force,  or  calm  them,  at  his  will. 

He  gave  me  them  on  boar^  my  bark,  lb  bound 

With  filver  twine  that  not  a  breath  efcaped,  30 

Then  order'd  gentle  Zephyrus  to  fill 

Our  fails  propitious.     Order  vain,  alas ! 

So  fatal  proved  the  folly  of  my  friends. 

Nine  days  cominual,  night  and  day  we  faird,. 
And  on.  the  tenth  my  native  land  appeared.  35 
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Not  far  remote  my  Ithacans  I  faw:   -     :       '  :    '      . 
Fires  kindling  gn  the  goad:;  but  m^wifU  toil 
Worn,  and  with  watching,  gentle  fleep  fubdued; 
For  conftant  I  had  ruled  the  helm,  nor  giv'n  ;    ; 
That  charge  to  any,, fearful  of,  delayv      ■  ■ 
Then,  in  dofe  conference  combined,  my  crew 
Each  other  thus  befpake — He  carries  home 
Silver  and  gold  froaa  yEoIus  received,  • 
Offspring  of  HipiMtas,  illuftrions  Chief— ' 
And  thus  a  mariner  the  reft  harangued. 

Ye  Gods !  what  city  or  what  land  -foe'er 
Ulyffes  vifits,  how  is  he  belov'd 
Sy  all,  and  honour'd  ',  many  predous  fpoiU 
He  homeward  bears  from  Troy;  but  we  return,  * 
(We  who  the  felf-fame  voyage  have  perform'd) 
With  empty  hands.     Now  alfo  he  hath  gain'd 
This  pledge  of  friendfhip  from  the  King  of  winds. 
But  come — be  quick — fearch  we  the  bag,  and  learn 
What  ftores  of  gold  and  fflver  it  contains. 

So  he,  whofe  mifchievous  advice  prevailed. 
They  loosM  the  bag ;  forth  iffued  all  the  windr, 
And,  caught  by  tempefts  o'er  the  billowy  wafte. 
Weeping  they  flew,  far,  far  from  Ithaca. 
I  then,  awaking,  in  my  noble  mind 
Stood  doubtful,  whether  from  my  veflel's  fide 
Immerfed  to  perilh  in  the  flood,  or  calm 
To  endure  my  forrows,  and  confent  to  live. 
J  calm  endured  them;  but  around  my  head 
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Winding  my  mantle,  J^y'd  me  dqwt}  }>elp\y,.    ,    ...    ^ 
While. .adverse  l^Uits  hptc  all.niy  fle^t  again .^        ^'^  .      6c 
To  the  jEolian  ifle ;  then  .groan'd  my  people,  .      ,  . 

We  (lifembark'd  .;ind  drew  ftefh  water  tl^ere. 
And  my  comi».niiqns„  at  their  galley's  fides     .    '     .    ,    ,  , 
All  feated,  took  repaft ;  ihort  meal  jve  madei    .         "   -.  t 
When,  with  an  herald  and  a  chofen  .friend,  .    7.Q 

I  fought  once. more  the  halipf  ..(Eol^s.    '.      .        .   ,      .,'^ 
Him  banquetting  with  a(l.  his  fons  we  fovind,  ,  ", 

And  with  his  fpoufe;  we,  ent'ring,  .on  the  flbqr    /. 
Of  his  wide  portal  fat,  whom. they  amazed 
Beheld,  and  of  pur  coming  thus  epquired,^  75 

Returned?  IJlyfles!  by  what  adverfe  Pow*r .    . 
Repuls'd  haft  thou  airived  f  we  fent  thee  hence 
.Well-fitted  forth  to  reach  thy  native  ifle. 
Thy  palace,  or  what  place  foe'er  thou  would'ft. 

So  they — to  whom,  heart-broken,  I  replied.         ,    80 
My  worthlefs  crew  have  wrong'd  me,  nor  alone 
My  worthlefs  crew,  but  fleep  ill-timed,  as  much. 
Yet  heal,  O  friends,  my  hurt ;  the  pow'r  is  yours ! 

So  I  their  favour  wqo'd.     Mute  fat  the  fons. 
But  thus  their  father  anfwer'd.    Hence — begone—      85 
Leave  this  our  ifle,  thou  moft  obnoxious  wretch 
Of  all  mankind.     I  fljould,  myfelf,  tranfgrefs,  . 
Receiving  here,  and  giving  condu£t  hence 
To  one  detefted  by  the  Gods  as  thou. 
Away — for  hated  by  the  Gods  thou  com'ft.  90 

So 
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So  faying,  he'fent  ine  fro:^  tui  pahce  forth, 
Croaning  profound ;  thence,  therefore,  o*er  the  De^ 
We  ftill  proceeded  forrowful,  our  ftdrce  - 
Exhaufijng  Vxafelefs  at  the  toilfome  oar. 
And,  through  our  own  imprudence,  hopeleiS  no*  95 

Of  other  furth'rance  lei  bur  native  ifle. 
Sii  days  we  navigated,  day  and  night. 
The  briny  flood,  arid  oh  the  feventh  readi^ 
The  city  erft^hy  'Linus  built  fublime,  ■  ' 

Proud  Laeftrigoriia,  with  the  diftarit  ^tes.  liitt 

•  The  herdfinan,'  there,  driving  his  cattle  home,  ' 

iSummons  the  rtiepherit  with  his  flocks  abrSad. 
The  fleeplefi  there  might  double  wages  earn. 
Attending,  now,  the  lierds,  now,  tending  flitep,. 
Far  the  night-paftures,  and  the  paftures  grazed  ID'S; 

By  day,  clofe  Irarder,  both,  the  city-walls. 
To  that  illuftridus  pott  we  came,  by  rocks.  '    ' 

Uninterrupted  Bank'd  on  either  fide: 
Of  tow'ring  lieight,  while  prominent  the  iliores: 
And  bcjd,  converging  at  thfe  haven's  chouth  iia 

Leave  narrdw  pafs.     We  piifti'd  our  galleys  in,. 
Then  moOr'd  them,  fide  by  fide ;  for  never  furge 
There  lifts  its  head,  or  grest  or  fmal),  but  clear 
We  found,  and  mdtioolefs,  thfe  ihe'lter'd  flood. 

*  It  is  fiippofffd  by  Euftathiur  that  the/paffures  beingjnfefted  byigad-flies  uf.odMr. 
noxious  infers  in.  the  day-time,  .they  drove  their  flieep  a-fie]d  in  the  momina;  which: 
tjf  their  wool  were  defended  from  ih«ni,-and'Iheir'cattfc  in  (he  ertning,  when  the 
infeai  had. withdrawn.  It  is  one  of  the  few  paflages  in  Homer  that  muft  lie  at  the 
inercy  of  conieftute.. 
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Myfelf  alone,  .ftayinjj  my  bark  wjthput, .  "^'S 

Secured  her  well  with  hawfersio  a  rock 

A^  the  land's  pointi  dKn  <^ii)ali'd  the  rugged  fteeft   _     ^ . 

And  fpying  ^qo^,  t^l,5^unfify..  .  i-ajjavirs  ntae  •,..,,..•, 

Of  men  or  ox^,4!>-tlve  land  agpear'dj       ^ ,„  ,_.    , 

Nor  aught  belide  fa\y  w^  hut  4^m  t^e,  earth       .'      I  act 
Smoke  rifiag;  tihefrfo^e,  pf.fliy  fp,en4s  j  fent  . 

^efpre  me  two,  ^d^qg  an  l^eiald  third, .     , ,  :     ..,>,,,  ^ 
To  learn  what  race  ^  pj^  th^t  country  Jed.  ,   \  . 

Departing,  they  »n  evw  ?i3Skpurfvwd 
Made  b^  ,^fl9  »!?|gpf«  liringi9^  timU^  doifif..  ,     i^j 

From  the, hi£h,B>9unl;iU;i;  to, the  town  below. 
Be^re  the  tqi^B  a  yirgiw  bearing  fp^th 
Her  ew'r  they  <uet,  daughter  of  him  who  rulaj 
The  Lseftrygonjijn  r?c^,  Antjphatas.      .,  .        •  . 

Defcending  (wmjtlie^a^e^  Ihf  fpagjlt  the  foui))^  jj^ 

Artacia;  for  ttieir  cuftpm  waj  to  4raw 
Ftpra  that  pure  fountain  foj  Jbe  city's  ufe. 
Approaching  they  .jifcjpfted  h^i  J^a  »ik,'d    , 
What  King  reign'd  there,  and,|pver  .wi)oiij|f|he  reign'di 
She  gaye  them  foou  to  know  if|)>W  flood  fublime       1 3$ 
"hie  palace  of  h^  Sire ;  no  fppnft  t^ey 
.The  palace  entegd.  tli^n  wjtto.tljey  found, 
in  iize  refembling  an  .lH]|;e  tnountai^iT^opi , 
A  woman,  whom  they  (hudder'd  to.  behold. 
She  fctth  from  counpil  fummon'd  quickrher:fpoafe     140 
Antiphatas,  who  teeming  came  with  thoughts 
Of  carnage,  and,  arriving,  feizednt  once 

A  Greedan, 
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A  Grcecian,  whom',  next  moment-,  he  (levoured. 

With  headlong  terrbur  the  furyiving  two 

Fled  to  the  Ihips.    '  ¥11611  feht  Anfiphatas     ■  145' 

His  voice  through  all  tTie' town,  anS  otiwi'Sdest 

Hearing  that  cry,  thfe  X^fliygcmiaris  flockSl  '      ' 

Numberlefs,  and  in  Cze  refembling  niore 

The  giants  than  niahkirid;     They  from  the  mcSa 

Caft  down  into  oui"  fleet  enbrmdu's  fion'es,  ' '  '      15a 

A  ftrong  man"'s  DurtKeri  each ;  dire  din  aisoie;     

Of  fhattered  galleys  and  oif  dyirig  menr  ' 

Wliom  fpear'd'  like  fifties  to  their  hom^liiey  botet '    ■ 
A  loathfomeprey.     WhiTefhem  within 'th^  port   '    '■'■■■■ 
They  flaughter'd,  I;  (the  faulchion  at  my  fide '         -'  tjs 
Drawn  forthycuribofe  the  hawftr  of  my  (hip;.'  •        ''  ' 
And  all  my  crew  enjoin'd  With,  badbms  I^d:  .'..... 

Vrdae  on  tii'eir  oarsj  'to  By  the  threateft'S'wdtf..       "  -  *■  - 
They,  dreading  inftaht'  death,  tiigg'd  reflipine.  '  '     ' 
Tfluether,  and  the  galley  from  beneatH'    ~      .        -  :  j,g^ 
Thofe  »beetling'it)ckS'iiitrf: tile  open  feai '   ''  ■    '     "    "' 
Shor'glaaiy;'b<A'the"reff'aiperlfh'd  there/.  ■    '    ■  •' '- " 
■"  Proceieding  thence,  *%  ■l%h'<l','' and  rbam'd'th^waves,-   :. 
Glad  that  we  lived,  but  forrowihgfdr  the  flaih-        '- 
We  came  to  (he-iE^iM'illsii;  there' <lWat:''   '  -  '     :   iSs 
The  awful; Circe;. 'G8(iAi&'miti6r-ha&'d»''''      ''     ';■  ■' ' 
Deep-ikill'd  in:iiiagtc  fch^,'  fifter  by  bittfe,  ..•!■■,•. 

Of  thealliwife'JESefts^^  them  Ihe  Sun,; 

:]i'^.:.,l1  ii^ri:  :;;:;:j  ;  ^^'vy.;  v.i.r  ,-,.  .    '   '.r  : 
«■  TlK  word  ias.die,  iuilimtilK.  vfcjh j^pw.  twH! jW»  n«rlB|iE«l».       ■ 
.      ■  ■  ,'-  Blight 


,  Google 


BookX.  HOMER'3     ODYSSET.  dss 

Bright  lutaioary  Of  the  world,  begU 

On  Perfe,- daughter  of  Oceanus.  •       '  ■    -  t'f9 

Our  veffel  there,  noifdefs,  we  pufh'd  to  Jand  ' 

•  Within  a  fpacious  haven,' thithsr  ISd 

By  fome  Eeleftial  Pow'r.  ■  Werdifeftibark'd,  ,i    .;  I 

And  on  the  coaft  two  days  and  nights  entire  •  ;.' 

Extended  lay,  worn  with  long  toil,  and  each      :  ■       JJS 

The  viflim  of  his  heart-dtvouriag  woes. 

Then,  with  my  fpear.  and  with  my  faulchion  arm'd, : ,    ,  : 

1  left  the  (hip  to  dimb  with  hafty  fteps 

An  airy  height,  thence,  hoping  to  ef^e 

Some  worlds  pf  man,  or  hear,  perchance,  a  voice.         iSo 
"  Exalted  on  a  rough  rock's  craggy  point 

I  ftood,  and  on  the  diftant  plain,  beheld 

Smoke  which  &om  Circe's  palace  through  the  gloom 

Of  trees  and  thickets  rofe.     ThatfUiofce  difcem'd, 
;i  ponder'd  new  if  thither  I  Ihould  hafte,  185 

Seeking  intelligence.     Long  time  I  mufed. 

But  chofe  at  laft,  as  my  difcreter  courie. 

To  feek  the  fea-beach  and  my  bark  again, 

And,  when  my  crew  had  eaten,  to  difp'atch 

Before  me,  others,  who  Ihould  firft  enquire.  190 

But,  ere  I  yet  had  reacb'd  my  gallant  bark. 

Some  God  with  pity  viewing  me  alone  ; 

In  that  untrodden  folitude,  fent  forth 

An  antler'd  flag  fiill-fized  into  my  path. 

His  woodland  paftures  left,  he  fought  the  •fkeam,         19s 

For  he  was  thirfty,  and  already  parch'd 
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By  the  fun's  heat.     Mim  iifuihg  from  his  haunt, 

SKter  through  the  back  beneath  his  middle  fpinc 

I  wounded,  and  the  lance  fja'ang  forth  beyond. 

Moaning  he  fell,  and  in  the  dtift  expired.  too 

Then,  treading- »h  his  breathlefs  trunk,  I  pluck'd 

My  weapon  forth,  which  leaving  there  reclined, 

I  Wre  away  the  ofiers  with  my  hands 

And  faUows  green,  and  to  a  tohom'S  length 

Twiftinjs  the  gather'd  twigs  initd  a  band,  105 

Bound  faft  the  feet  of  my  enormous  prey. 

And,  flinging  him  athwart  my  neck,  repairM 

Toward  my  faUe'  bark,  propped  on  my  hhce. 

Which  now  to  carry  ihouldei*d  as  before 

Surpafs'd  my  pow'r,  'fo  bulky  was  the  load.  110 

Arriving  at  the  Ihip,  there  I  let  fiUl 

My  burthen,  and  with  jAea&nt '^leech  and  kind, 

Man  after  man  addralGag,  dieeiM  lAy  ciew. 

My  friends !  we  fufiir  much,  but  Ihall  not  feek 
The  Ihades,  ere  yet  our  deftiihed  hour  arrive.  215 

Behold  a  feaft !  and  we  have  wine  on  boartt'— 
Pine  not  with  needlels  famine ;  rife  and  eat. 

I  fpake ;  they  readily  obey'd,  and  each 
llTuing  at  my  wocd  abroad,  befide 

The  galley  ftood,  adnuring,  as  he  lay,  210 

The  flag,  for  of  no  common  bulk  Was  be. 
At  length,  their  eyes  gratified  to  the  foil 
With  that  glad  fpedacle,  they  laved  their  hands, 
And  preparation  made  Of  noUe  chieer. 
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That  day  completSij'|»Bi<ei,af:fi»P,iWefp(?n^  8.05 

Feafting  de)iqi|OiiiA)!  i^tl^ut  t€fit3ii)tf, 

find  qua.&ng.gm'fmvwiPm  l>i)tjy,hgo  <he  fun  . 

Went  down,  anijflwfoieftitpvsrfhadow'd  aU,       , 

Extended,  then,  on  C!?(B»ig'?:iij#^j,^ie,;iayj   ._. 

And  when  Anr9i;^;4^ght$ri^  the  daw:n,  ifo 

Loot'^^rofyforth,  lEOOwsnjog.a))  ijiy  qrew; 

Tp.tcouncil,  I  a^(^fo^fl»d,.fb»B;bflgw• 
My  felJo.w.»oyag«r8»  Jiiweveniwom,  .  .    ...,,:. 

With  num'jrons  hanl(bi|)s»  hejr !  forflfiither  W«ft 

Know  we,  nor  E^  irhtieii&Sf.aii  whece  iets  »^i 

The  all-gnli^tWng  fun;  ■  BjBt  Jet  ujthiak,..  ;  :! 

l(  thought  pereiaam.aaf ipfoSt  xxi  of  wtridi  .  . 

Small  hope  I  fee*  for. when  X  lately  climb'd 

Yon  craggy  rock,  plaiiUy  I  coUld,dtfcem     . 

The  land  encc«B]tit&'d  by  theliwuniilef^PGep.      ;      .  240 

Theifle  isrft«t,»na  inthe  mid^I.&W   .  '.  ; 

Dun,  fmoke  afcending  .from  an  oaken;  bow'r. 
So  I,  whom  Jbeaiiog,  they:  all  courage  loft. 

And  at  remembrance  of  Antiphaias 

The  Laeftrygonian,  and  the  Cyolop's  deeds,  24.5 

Ferocious  feeder  oi\  the  fleih  of  man, 

Moum'd  loud  and  wept,  hut  tebrs.c^ild  nougjbt  avaiL. 

Then,  numb'ring  man  by  manj  i  pattddthem 

In  equal  portioit«,  and  affign'd  a  dhief 

To  either  band,  my felf  to  theft,  to. thofe    •  150 

Godlike  Eurylechus.     Tbi3  done,  we  caft 

The  lots  into  the  helmet,  and  at  oqee 
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Forth  fprang  the  lot  of  b(^d  EnrylochuSi-  ' 
He  went,  and  with  him  of  ray  people  fflarch'^ 
Twenty  and  two,  aB  weeping}  nor  ourfet»«s.     ■  iS5 

Wept  lefs,  at  fepaiition  fronST'eur  friandsl    •  ■■    -  ■•      ■• 

Low  in  a  vale,  but  oft  an- optFi  fpef, '■'■'' 

They  found  the  fplehdid  hoMfe  of  Girce,  built 

With  hewn  and  poiilh''<t  ftohes ;  dOBlpafc'd  (he  dwelt 

By  lions  on  all  fides  and  sibuatElin-wolveb  -    '    '    -   '    2€» 

Tamed  by  herfelf  with  drugs  of  •  noxious  pawlrsi - 

Nor  wei*  they  mifchievous,  but  as  my  fiiends 

Aj^roach'd,  arifing  on:  their  hinder  feet,  > 

Paw'd  them  in  blandilhment,  and  wa^'d  the  tain    - 

As,  when  fibinfeaift  he riies^  dogs  around  165 

Their  mafter  £iwnv  accuftom'd  to  receive 

The  ibp  conciliat<M*y  from  his  hand,    '  ; 

Aiound  my  people,  ftj,  thofe  talcni'dl  wolyesf 

And  lions  fawn'd.    .Thtyijtemfied,  that  troop/         > 

Of  favage  monftershonihle  beheld.  27B 

And  now,  before  theGoddefs'  gates  arrivedj.    • 

They  heard  the  voice  of  Circe  finging  fweet  - 

Within,  while,  bofled  at.theloom,  flie  wove 

An  ample  web  immprtal,  fuch  a  work 

Tranfparent,  gracefol,  land  Of  bright  delign      '  17% 

As  hands  of  Goddefies  alone  produce.  . 

Thus  then  Polites,  Piince  of  men,  the  fMerid 

Higheft  in  my  efteem,  the  reft  befpake. 

Ye  hear  the  vpioej.  comrades,  of  one  who  weaves 
An  ample  web  within,  and  at  her  f^  iSo 
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So  fweetly  chaunts  that,  all  the  marble  floor 

Re-echoes ;  human  be  Ihe  or  divine  • 

I  doubt,  but  let  us  call,  that  we  may  learn. 

He  ceas'd ;  .they^call'd ;  ibOa  iiTuing  at  the  found. 
The  Goddefs  opetfa  wideiheciiplendid  gates,  285 

And  bade  them  in;  'they,:heodlefs,  all compUedf 
All  fave  Eurylachusy.who.ftartdii  <h»re. 
She^  introducing  them,,.CDi9|db£ied'each 
To  a  bright  thron^i then  gave  them-  Pramnian  wine»' 
With  grated  cheefe,  .pure  meal,  and  honey  new,         290 
But  medicated  with  her  .pcm'nous  drugs 
Theirfood,:  that  in  oblivioa  tUey  might  lofe 
The  wifli  of  home..    She  gave  them,  and  they  dranky— 
When,  fmiting  each  with  her  enchanting  wand. 
She  (hut  them  in  her  flies.     In  head,  in  voice,  295 

In  body,  and' in  briftles  they  became 
All  fwine,  .yet  intelle(fted  as  before, 
And  at  her  hand  were  dieted  alone 
With  acorns,  chefnuts,;  and  the  cornel-fruit, 
Food  grateful  ever  ;to,  the  groveling  fwine^  30«. 

Back  flew  Enrylochus  toward  the  ihip,. 
To  tell  the  woeful  tale ;  ftruggling  to  fpeak^ 
,Yet  fpeechlefs,  there  he  flood,  his  heart  transfixt 
With  angvulh,  and  his  eyes  delpged  with  tears. 
Me  boding  terrours  occupied.     At  length,  joj 

When,  gazing  on  him,  all  had, oft  enquired,. 
He  thus  rebearsUtO  us  the  dreadful  change.. 

.  .•     .    .      Renowa'd 
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Renown'd  Ulyflis  1  «s  ttioublffft^  *e -went 
Through  yonder  oaks;  there;  bofiim'd  in  a.vile. 
But  built  confpicoauson  afwelfinglcnoll- r.  ,      310 

With  p6SfhVi"rocfe,  we  fdnnd  a  ftatilf-dqmt. : ' 
Within,  fome  Go<ldefs  or  ftm*  !vBJrij»ri  toonre  ;    ' 
An  ample  web,  carrfiing  IWeet.  the  while- 
They  call'd  alondj  ftie,  WSiiBg'.a*  the,vafoe. 
Unfolded,  foon,  herfpltoffid'ponrff-nricl^        >  S;ij 

And  badefhem  to.  ■   Heedlefi  thej-  dAtertJ,  Hi;  '  ■   •:  '  •    ' 
But  I  remsifl'-a,  .fii^dotts.df  a  fnare.  ,  : 
Ere  long  the  whole  •bMidTHMfSiV^.Tnolnel  fafcf      '     r  ■• 
Thenceforth,  fhofagh, '  leated  Tlutm,  linif  iimei  I  ivatcl/d.   ; ' 
-■Heehded;  1  my  ftudded  faul<fliidn  huge  316 

Athwart  my  ftiooljfer  caft;  aiaimaed  ninf  bow,^ .  :    ... 
Thia  bade  him  lead  me  thlftier  bytheiwaiy 
Himfelf  had  gone ;  but  With  both  handii  rtvykJiees 
He  clafp'd,  and  in  wing'd  acdeBts  fSid  eKdaiafd.  '  ■■  ■ 

•    My  King!  ah  lead  ffle  not  unwilling  back,  345 

But  leave  me  here;  for  confident  I  judge 
That  neither  thou  wilr  bring  another  theiKe, 
Nor  come  thyfelf  again.     Hafte— ifly  we  iWift 
With  thefe,  for  we,  it  leaft, 'mayyet  efcape. 

So  he,  to  whdm  this  anfwer  I  retumM.        ■  330 

Eurylochus  r  abiding  he», -eat  fhou 

And  drink  thy  fill  befide  the  fable  bark  •, 
Igo;  neceffity  fbrbids  my  flay. 

So  faying,  I  (eft  the  galley  and  the  ihore. 
^Butere  that  awful  vale  ent'ring,  I  reach'd  '         335 

>   ,  The 
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The  palace  of  At  iiXEetefit  .a  God     . . . 
Met  me,  the  bearer  of  ijie  goldeo  wandt 
Hermes;     He  feehi'd  a  ftri|duig  in  his  prime>. 
His  cheeks  cloath'd  only  with  their  esrUeft  do\w>»-  . 
For  youth  is  l3ata  moft  graceful  t:  ftft  he  hxik-'A       -     340 
His  hand  in  mine,  and' thus,  £imiliar,  fpalix. 
Unhappy  !  wfaithet,  waudVing  o'er,  the  hills. 
Stranger  to  all  this  region,  arid  alone,  . 
Goll  thouj  Thy  peoplet-they  wi^n  the  walls 
Are  ihut  of  Circe,  where  as  fwine  dolie-pent  345, 

She  keeps  them.     Comeft  thou, to  let  them  free! 
I  tell  thee,  never  wilt  thoa  thenoe  return 
Thyfelf,  bvrt  wilt  be  ptilbn'd  with  the  reft. 
Yet  hearken — I  will  di&ppoint  her  wiles. 
And  will  preferve  thee.    Take  this  precious  drug  ;       350 
Pofleffing  this,  enter  the  Goddefs'  houie 
B<ddly,  for  it  (hall  Care  thy  li&  from  harm. 
Lo !  I  reveal  to  thee  the  cruel  arts 
Of  Circe ;  learn  them.     She  will  nrix  for  thee 
A  potion,  and  will  alfo  drug  thy  food  355 

With  noxious  heihs^  but  She  ihall  not  prevail 
By  all  her  powV  to  ciiaoge  thee ;.  for  the  force 
Superior  of  this.noUe  pbntt  nay  gift,     . 
Shall  ba£Be  her.     Hear  itill  what  I  adnle. 
When  the  fliaH  Ihnte  thee  with  her  Sender  rod,  3^0 

With  faulnhimi  drawn  ond-with  death-thteafiiing  loolc^s 
BbSi  on  Iter;  ihe  wiU  hid  thee  to  her  hed 
AAJghted;.  then,  beware.     Decline  not  thou 

Her 
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Her  love,  that  flie  may  •'both'Taleafe  thy  fiifeods^  ■      ;  jr;  ■ 
And  may  with  kiadnefs  entertaih  tJhy&lf,  '  3'65 

But  force  herflfear  the  dreaded  oath  oE  heiv'ii 
That  Ihe  will  otber  mifchief  notrt  deviie'..*    ■    -    - 
Ag«nft  theei  leftjli&ftrip  theeof  ihy.migto,.!    ':. 
And,  quenchJTig  all  thy  virtue,  make  thee  .vile.  ■  ; 

So  fpake -the  Argicide,: and ifrom  the  earth:  370 

That  plant  extrafling,  .plkcdd  it  in  myhiild,  .        ;• 
Then  taught' me  all  its  pow^.     Bliidt  was  the  'root,   . 
KUll-white  the  bloflbm ;  Moly  is  its  naqie    : 
In  heav'n';  not  eafily  by  mortal  man 
Dug  forth,  but  all  is  eafy  to  the  Gods.  ,  37J 

Then,  Hermes  through  the  ifland-woods  kcpair'd 
To  heav'n,  and  I  to  Circe's  dread  abode, 
to  gloomy  mufings  bufied  as  I  went. 
Within  the  veftibule  arrived,  where  dwelt 
The  beauteous  Goddefs,  flaying  there  my  J3:eps,       ,    380 
I  call'd  aloud ;  flie  heard  me,  and  at  one? 
Iffuing,  threw  her  fplendid  portals  wide. 
And  bade  me  in.     I  follow'd,  heart-diftreft'd. 
Leading  me  by  the  hand  to  a  bright  throne 
With  argent  ftuds  enibelliih'd,  and  beneath  :  385 

Foot-ftool'd  magnificent,  ihe  made  me  fit.         .     . ' 
Then  mingling  for  tiie  in  a  golden  cup 
My.bev'rage,  flie  infiifed  a  drug,  intent 
On  mifchief ;  hut  when  I  had  drunk  the  draught 
Unchanged,  flie  finote  me  with  her  wand,  and.faid.  '    390 
' -  .        Hence 
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Hence — ftek  the  fty.    There  wallpw  with  thy  frfends. 
She  fpake ;  I  drawing  from  befide  my  thigh 
My  faulchion  keen,  with  death-denouncing  looks 
Rufh'd  on  her;  Ihe,  with  a  (hrill  fcream  of  fear 
Ran  under  my  rais'd  arm,  feized  fait  my  knees,  395 

And  in  wing'd  accents  plaintive  thus  began. 

Who !  whence  ?  thy  city  and  thy  birth  declare. 
Amazed  I  fee  thee  with  that  potion  drench'd. 
Yet  uninchanted ;  never  man  before 
Once  pafs'd  it  through  his  lips,  and  liv'd  the  fame;      400 
But  in  thy  brealt  a  mind  inhabits,  proof 
Againft  all  charms.     Come  then^I  know  thee  well. 
Thou  art  Ulyffes  artifice-renown'd. 
Of  whofe  arrival  here  in  his  return 

From  Ilium,  Hermes  of  the  golden  wand  405 

Was  ever  wont  to  tell  me.     Sheath  again 
Thy  fword,  and  let  us,  on  my  bed  reclined, 
Mutual  enibrace,  that  we  may  truft  thenceforth 
Each  other,  without  jealoufy  or  fear. 

The  Goddefs  fpake,  to  whom  I  thus  replied.  410 

O  Circe !  canft  thou  bid  me  meek  become 
And  gentle,  who  beneath  thy  roof  detain'!!: 
My  fellow-voyagers  transform'd  to'fwme  f 
And,  fearing  my  efcape,  invifft  thou  me 
Into  thy  bed,  with  fraudulent  pretext  415 

Of  love,  that  there,  enfeebling  by  thy  arts 
My  noble  fpirit,  thou  may'ft  make  me  vile?    . 
No — truft  me — never  will  I  (hare  thy  bed 
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Till  firft,  oh  Goddefs,  thou  confent  to  fwear 

The  dread  all-binding  oath,  that  other  harm  410 

Againft  myfelf  thou  wilt  imagine  none. 

I  Ipake.     She  {Wearing  as  I  bade,  renounced 
All  evil  purpofe,  and  (her  folemn  oath 
Concluded)  I  afcended,  next,  her  bed 
Magnificent.     Meantime,  four  graceful  nymphs  425 

Attended  on  the  fervice  of  the  honfe, 
Her  menials,  from  the  fountains  fprung  and  groves. 
And  from  the  facred  fireams  that  feek  the  fea. 
Of  thefe,  one  caft  fine  linen  on  the  thrones. 
Which,  next,  with  purple  arras  rich  Ihe  fpread ;  430 

Another  placed  before  the  gorgeous  feats 
bright  tables,  and  fet  on  balkets  of  gold. 
The  third,  an  argent  beaker  fill'd  with  wine 
Delicious,  which  in  golden  cups  flie  ferved; 
The  fourth  brought  water,  which  flie  warm'd  within    435 
An  ample  vafe,  and  when  the  fimm'ring  flood    ' 
Sang  in  the  tripod,  led  me  to  a  bath, 
And'  laved  me  with  the  pfealant  ftream  profote  ' 
Pour*d  o*er  my  neck  and  body,  *till  my  limbs 
Refrefh'd,  all  fenfe  of  laflitode  refignM.  440 

When  (he  had  l)athed  me,  ahd  with  limpid  oil 
Anointed  me,  and  dothed  me' in  a  veft 
And  mantle,  next,  ihe  led  me  to  a  throne 
Of  royal  ftate,  with  filver  ftuds  embofs'd, 
And  footftool'd  foft  beneath ;  then  canfe  a  nymph      445 
With  golden  ewer  charged  and  iilver  howl. 

Who 
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Who  pour'd  pure  water  oa  my  hands,  and  placed^ 
The  polilh'd  board  before  me,  whicli  with  fi>od 
Various,  felefted  from  her  prefent  ftores. 
The  cat'refs  fpread,  then,  courteous,  bade  tqe  eat.        459 
But  me  it  pleas'd  not ;  w}th  far  other  thoughts 
My  fpirit  teem'd,  on  vengeance  more  intent. 
Soon,  then,  as  Circe  mark'd  me  on  my  feat 
Faft-rooted,  lullen,  nor  with  oufftretch'd  hands 
Deigning  to  touch  the  banquet,  flie  approach'd,  455 

And  in  wing'd  accents  fuafite  thus  began. 

Why  fits  Ulyffes  like  the  Dumb,  dark  thoughts 
His  only  food  ?  Ipaths  he  the  touch  of  meat. 
And  tafte  of  wine?  Thpu  fear'ft,  as  I  perceive. 
Some  other  fnare,  but  idle  is  that  fear,  46s 

For  I  have  fwom  the  inviolable  oath. 

She  ceas'd,  to  whpm  this  iinfivpr  I  return'd. 
How  can  I  eat  ?  what  virtuous  man  and  juft 
O  Circe  V  could  endure  the  tafte  of  wine 
Or  food,  'till  he  (hould  fee  his  prifon'd  friends  465 

Once  more  at  liberty  ?  If  then  thy  wiih 
That  I  fliould  est  and  drink  be  trtie,  produce 
My  captive  people ;  let  us  meet  again. 

So  I ;  then  Ciree,  bearing  in  her  hand 
Her  potent  rod,  went  forth,  and  op'ning  wide  470 

The  door,  drove  out. my  people  from  the  fty. 
In  bulk  refetobting  brawns  of  the  ninth  year. 
They  flood  befqrr  me ;  ihe  through  all  the  herd 
Proceeding,  with  an  umftuous  antidote 
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Anoiated  each,  and  at  the  wholefome  touch  475 

All  Ihed  th^  fwiniih  briftles  by  the  drug 

Dread  Circe's  former  magic  gift,  produced. 

Reftored  at  once  to  manhood,  they  appear'd 

More  vig'rous  far,  and  fightKer  than  before. 

They  knew  me,  and  with  grafp  affedlionate  4801 

Hung  on  my  hand.     Tears  follow*d,  but  of  joy. 

And  with  loud  cries  the  vaulted  palace  rang. 

Even  the  awful  Goddefs  felt,  herfelf, 

Companion,  and,  approaching  me,  began.- 

Laertes'  noble  fon,  for  wiles  renown'd  !  485 

Hence  to  the  fliore,  and  to  thy  gallant  bark ; 
Firft,  hale  her  fafe  aground,  then,  hiding  all 
Your  arms  and  treafures  in  the  caverns,  come 
Thyfelf  again,  and  hither  lead  thy  friends.. 

So  (pake  the  Goddefs,  and  my  gen'rous  mind  4^0- 

Perfuaded ;  thence  repairing  to  the  beach, 
I  fought  my  ihip ;  arrived,  I  found  my  crew 
Lamenting  miferably,  and  their  cheeks- 
With  tears  bedewing  ceafelefs  at  her  fide-. 
As  when  the  calves  within  fome  village  rear'd  495 

Behold,  at  eve,  the  herd  returning  home 
From  fruitful  meads  where  they  have  grazed  their  filly 
No  longer  in  the  ftalls  contain'!^  tfiey  ru(h 
With  many  a  friflc  abroad,  and,  blaring  oft. 
With  one  confent  all  dance  their  dams  around,  joo 

So  they,  at  fight  of  me,  diifolved  in  tears 
Of  rapt'rous  joy,  and  each  his  fpirit  felt 
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With  like  affe(Jtions  warm'd  as  he  had  reach'd 

Juil  then  his  country,  and  his  cityfeen, 

Fair  Ithaca,  where  he  was  born  and  rear'd.    -  505 

Then  in  wing'd  accents  tender  thus  they  fpake. 

Noble  Ulyffes !  thy  appearance  fills 
Our  foul  with  tranfports,  fuch  as  we  Ihould  feel 
Arrived  in  fafety  on  our  native  ftiore. 
Speak — fay  how  perilh'd  our  unhappy  friends?  510 

So  they;  to  whom  this  anfwer.mild  1  gave. 
Hale  we  our  velfel  firft  alhore,  and  hide 
In  caverns  all  our  treafures  and  our  arms. 
Then,  hafting  hence,  follow  me,  and  ere  long 
Ye  fhall  behold  your  friends,  beneath  the  roof  jij 

Of  Circe  banquetting  and  drinking  wine 
Abundant,  for  no  dearth  attends  them  there. 

So  I ;  whom  all  with  readinefs  obey'd, 
AH  fave  Eurylochus ;  he  fought  alone 
To  ftay  the  reft,  and,  eager,  interpofed.  510 

Ah  whither  tend  we,  miferable  men  ?: 
Why  covet  ye  this  evil,  to  go  down 
To  Circe's  palace !  Ihe  will  change  us  all-  ' 

To  lions,  woLves  or  fwine,  thatr  we  may  guard 
Her  palace,  by  neceffity  conftrain'd.  525, 

So  fome  were  pris'ners  of  the  Cyclops  er&,. 
When,  led  by  ralh  Ulyffes,  our  loft  friends 
Intruded  needlefsly  into  his  cave. 
And  perifti'd  by  the  folly  of  their  Chief,. 
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He  fpake,  whom  hearing)  ocaijaed  I  flood  530 

In  felf-debate,  whether,  my  faolchion  keen 
Forth-drawing  from  befide  my  fturdy  thigh, 
.To  tumble  his  Ibpp'd  head  into  the  duft. 
Although  he  were  my  kinfman  in  the  honds 
Of  clofe  affinity;  but  all  my  friends    ■  S3S 

As  with  one  voice,  thus  gently  interpofed. 

Noble  UlyQes!  we  will  leave  him  here 
Our  veflel's  guard,  iif  fuch  be  thy  command, 
But  us  lead  thou  to  Circe's  dread  abode. 

So  faying,  they  left  the  galley,  and  fet  forth  540 

Climbing  the  toalt ;  hor  would  Eurylochus 
BeCde  the  hollow  bark  remain,  but  join'd 
His  comrades,  by  my  dreadhil  menace  awed. 
Meantime  the  Goddefs,  bufily  employ*d, 
Bathed  and  refrefti'd  my  friends  with  limpid  oil,  545 

And  clothed  them.     We,  arriving,  foimd  them  all 
Banquetting  in  the  palace ;  there  they  met ; 
Thefe  alk'd,  and  thofe  rehearfed  the  wond'rous.  tale, 
And,  the  recital  made,  all  wept  aloud 
Till  the  wide  dome  refounded.     Then  approach'd       550 
The  graceful  Goddefe,  and  addrefs'd  me  thus. 

Laertes'  noble  fon,  for  wiles  renown'd  ! 
Provoke  ye  not  each  other,  now,  to  tears. 
I  am  not  ignorant,  myfelf,  how  dread 
Have  been  your  woes,  both  on  the  fifhy  Deep,  555 

And  on  the  land  by  force  of  hoftile  pow'rs. 
But  come — Eat  now,  and  drink  ye  wine,  that  fo 
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Your  freflien'd  §Hrit  may  revive,  and  ye 

Courageous  grow  agaio,  as  when  ye  left 

The  rugged  {hoies  of  Ithaca,  your  home. 

For  now,  through  recoUe<ftion,  day  by  day. 

Of  all  your  pauie  and  toils,  ye  are  become 

Spiritlefs,  ftrengthlefs,  and  the  tafte  forget 

Of  pleafure,  fuch  have  been  your  Dum'rous  woes. 

She  fpake,  whole  invitation  kjnd  prevail'd. 
And  won  us  to  her  will.     There,  then,  we  dwelt 
The  year  complete,  fed  with  delicious  fare 
Day  after  day,  and  quaffing  gen'rous  wine. 
But  when  (the  year  fulfill'd)  the  circling  hours 
Their  courfe  refumed,  and  the  fucceflive  months 
With  all  their  tedious  days  were  fpent,  my  friends. 
Summoning  me  abroad,  thus  greeted  me. 

Sir !  recoiled  thy  country,  if  indeed 
The  fates  ordain  thee  to  revifit  fafe 
That  country,  and  thy  own  glorious  abode. 

So  they ;  whole  admonition  I  received 
Well-pleas'd.     Then,  a}l  the  day,  regaled  we  fat 
At  Circe's  board  with  fav'ry  viands  rare. 
And  quaffing  ricbeft  wine ;  but  when,  the  fun 
Declining,  darknefs  ove|<hadow'd  all. 
Then,  each  within  the  du(ky  palace  toofc 
Cuilom'd  repofe,  and  to  the  Goddefs'  bed 
Magnificent  amending,  there  I  urged 
My  earneft  fuit,  which  gracious  ihe  received. 
And  in  wing'd  accents  ewneft  ti»m  I  fpake> 


J39 


S6o 


s6s 


S70 


S7S 


58© 


O  Circe !; 


,  Google 


HOMER'S     ODYSSEY.  Book  X. 


O  Circe!  let  us  prove  thy  promife- true ; 
Difmifs  us  hence.     My  own  defires,  at  lehgthf 
Tend  homeward  vehement,  and  the  defires 
No  lefs  of  all  my  friends,  who  with  complaints 
Onheard  by  thee,  wear  my  fad  heart  away.  590 

So  I ;  to  whom  the  Goddefs  in  return. 
Laertes'  nohle  fon,  Ulyffes  famed 
For  jleepeft  wifdoni !  dwell  not  longer  here, 
Thou  and  thy  followers ,  in    my  aboe  ■  '■ 
Reluctant ;  but  your  next  muft  be  a  courfe  595 

Far  diiPrent ;  hence  departing,  ye  muft  feek 
The  dreary  houle  of  Ades  and  of  dread 
Perfephone,  there  to  confult  the  Seer 
Theban  Tirefias,  prophet  blind,  but  bleft 
With  faculties  which  death  itfelf  hath  fpared.  600 

To  him  alone,  of  all  the  dead,  Hell's  Queen 
Gives  ftill  to  prophecy,  while  others  flit 
Mere  forms,  the  ihadows  of  what  once  they  were. 

She  fpake,  and  by  her  words  dalh'd  from  my  foul 
All  courage  ;  weeping  on  the  bed  I  fat,  605 

Recklefs  of  life  and  of  the  light  of  day. 
But  when,  with  tears  and  rolling  to  and  fro 
Satiate,  I  felt  relief,  thus  I  replied. 

0  Circe!  with  what  guide  fliall  I  perform 

This  voyage,  unperform'd  by  living  man  ?  610 

1  fpake,  to  whom  the  Goddefs  quick  replied. 
Brave  Laertiadesl  let  not  the  fear 

To  want  a  guide  diftrefs  thee.     Once  on  board,  ' 

Your 
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Your  maft  ere<Sled,  and  your  canvas  white 
Unfurl'd,  fit  thou ;  the  breathing  North  (hall  waft .     6 1 J 
Thy  veffel  on.     But  when  ye  fliall  have  croft'ct 
The  broad  expanfe  of  Ocean,  and  Ihall  reach 
The  oozy  fiiore,  where  grow  the  poplar  groves 
And  fruitlefs  willows  wan  of  Proferpine, 
Pu(h  thither  through  the  gulphy  Deep  thy  bark,         620 
AnjI,  landing,  hafte  to  Pluto's  murky  abode. 
There,  into  Acheron  runs  not  alone 
Dread  Pyriphlegethon,  but  Cocytus  loud. 
From  Styx  derived ;  there  alfo  ftands  a  rock. 
At  whofe  broad  bafe  the  roaring  rivers  meet.  Bij 

There,  thrufting,  as  I  bid,  thy  bark  afliore, 
O  Hero!  fcoop  the  foil,  op'fting  a  trench 
Ell-broad  on  ev'ry  fide ;  then  pour  around 
Libation  confecrate  to  all  the  dead, 

Firflr,  milk  with  honey  mixt,  then  lufcious  wine,        £39 
Then  water,  fprinkling,  laft,  meal  over  all. 
Next,  fupplicate  the  unfubftantial  forms 
Fervently  of  the  dead,  vowing  to  flay, 
(Retum'd  to  Ithaca)  in  thy  own  houfe. 
An  heifer  barren  yet,  faireft  and  beft  635 

Of  all  thy  herds,  and  to  enrich  the  pile  . 
With  delicacies  fuch  as  pleafe  the  fliades; 
But,  in  peculiar,  to  Tirefias  vow 
A  fable  ram,  nobleft  of  all  thy  flocks. 
When  thus  thou  haft  propitiated  with  pray'r  640 

a  I  All 
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All  the  illuftrious  nations  of  the  dead,  - 

Next,  thou  Ihalt  facrifice  to  them  a  ram 

And  fable  ewe,  tvirning  the  face  of  each 

Right  toward  Erebus,  and  look  thyfelf. 

Meantime,  aikance  toward  the  river's  courfe.  645 

Souls  num'rous,  foon,  of  the  departed  dead 

Will  thither  flock ;  then,  ftrenuous  urge  thy  friends. 

Flaying  the  victims  which  thy  ruthlefs  fteel 

Hath  flain,  to  burn  them,  and  to  footh  by  pray'r 

niuftrious  Pluto  and  dread  Prolerpine.  650 

While  thus  is  done,  thou  feated  at  the  fofs, 

Faulchion  in  hand,  chafe  thence  the  airy  forms 

Afar,  nor  fu£^  them  to  approach  the  blood. 

Till  with  Tirefias  thou  have  firft  conferr'd. 

Then,  glorious  Chief !  the  Prophet  Ihall  himfelf  65s 

Appear,  who  will  inftruA  thee,  and  thy  courfe 

Delineate,  meafuring  from  place  to  [dace 

Thy  whole  return  athwart  the  fifhy  flood. 

While  thus  ihe  fpake,  the  golden  dawn  arofe. 
When,  putting  on  me  my  attire,  the  nymph  660 

Next,  cloath'd  herfelf,  and  girding  to  her  waill 
With  an  embroider'd  zone  her  fnowy  robe 
Gi^ceful,  redundant,  veil'd  her  beauteous  head. 
Then,  ran^g  the  wide  palace,  I  aroufed 
My  followers,  ftanding  at  the  fide  of  each —  665 

Up !  fleep  no  longer !  let  us  quick  depart. 
For  thus  the  Goddeis  hath,  herfelf,  advifed. 

So 
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So  I,  whofe  eailf  fummons  my  brave  friends 
With  readinefs  obeyM.     Yet  even  thence 
I  brought  not  all  my  crew.     There  waj  a  youth,     '    67Q 
Youngeit  of  all  my  train,  Elpenar^  one 
Not  much' in  eftimation  for  defert 
In  arms,  nor  prompt  in  underftandiog  more. 
Who  overcharged  \fith  wine,  and  covetous 
Of  cooler  air,  high  on  the  palace-roof  675 

Of  Circe  flept,  apart  from  all  the  reft. 
Awaken'd  by  the  clamour  of  his  friends 
Newly  arifen,  he  alfo  fprang  to  rife. 
And,  in  his  hafte,  forgetful  where  to  find    - 
The  deep-defcending  ftairs,  plunged  through  the  roof. 
With  neck-bone  broken  from  the  vertebrae  681 

Outftretch'd  he  lay ;  his  fpirit  fought  the  fliades. 

Then,  thus  to  my  allembling  friends  I  fpake. 
Ye  think,  I  doubt  not,  of  an  homeward  courfe. 
But  Circe  points  me  to  the  drear  abode  685 

Of  Proferpine  and  Pluto,  to  confult 
The  fpirit  of  Tirefias,  Theban  feer. 

I  ended,  and  the  hearts  of  all  alike 
Felt  conftemation;  on  the  earth  they  lat 
Difconfolate,  and  plucking  each  his  hair,  69a 

Yet  profit  none  of  all  their  forrow  found. 

But  while  we  fought  my  galley  on  the  beach 
With  tepid  tears  bedewing,  as  we  went, 
Out  cheeks,  meantime  the  Goddefs  to  the  Ihore 

*  I  a  Defcending, 
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.Defcending,  bound  within  the  bark  a  ram  695 

And  fable  ewe,  paffing  us  unperceived. 
For  who  hath  eyes  that  can  difcem  a  God 
Gdng  or  coming,  if  he  fliun  the  view? 


ARGU- 


,  Google 


A    R    G    U    M    E    ,N    T 


OF      T  H  K 


ELEVENTH        BOOK. 


Ulyfl*e8  relates  to  Alc^ii&his  voyage,  to  the  inioriial  regions,  his 
conference  there  with  the  prophet  Tirefias  concerning  his  return  to 
Ithaca,  and  gives  him  an  account-  of  the  heroes,  heroines^  and 
others  whom  he  iaw  there,  .... 


BOOK.        XP. 

ARRIVING  on  the  Ihore,  and  hunching,  firili 
Our  bark  into  the  facr«d  Diep,  we  fet 
Our  maft  and  fails,  and  ftow'd  fecure  on  board 
The  ram  and  ewe,  then,  weefnng,  and  with  hearts 
Sad  and  difconfolate,  embark'd  ourfeiveis. 
And  now,  melodious  Circe,  nymph  diyine. 
Sent  after  us  a  canvas-ftretching  breezer 
Pleafant  companion  of  our  courfe,  and  we 
(The  decks  and  benches  cleai'd)  lintoiling  fat. 
While  managed  gales  fp«d  fwift  the  bark  along. 
All  day,  with  fails  diftended,  o'er  the  Deep 
She  flew,  and  when  the  fun,  at  length,  declined, 
And  twilight  dim  had  Ihadow'd  all  the  ways,    ' 
Approach'd  the  bourn  of  Ocean's  vaft  profound.. 
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The  dty,  there,  of  the  Cimmerians  ftand;  1 5 

With  clouds  and  darknefi  veil'd,  on  ^hom  the  liin 

Deigns  not  to  look  with  his  beam-darting  eye. 

Or  when  he  climbs  the  ftarry  arch,  or  when 

Earthward  he  flopes  again  his  •  weft'ring  wheels, 

But  fad  night  canopies  the  wdefiil  race.  ao 

We  haled  the  bark  aground,  and,  landing  there 

TheTaiqadd^able  ewe,- joumey'di  befide  ( 

The  Deep,  till  we  arrived-  where  CSrce  bade. 

Here,  Perimedes'  fon  Eurylochus 

Held  faft  the  deftined  facrifice,  while  I  25 

Scoop'd  with  my  fword  the  foil,  op'ning  a  trench 

EU-broad  on  ev'ry-  iide,  then  poui'd  acound 

Libation  confecrate  to  all  the  dead, 

Firft,  miJk. with. hoaty  n»ix<j,tlie(iJufc>ow;  wine,    :    ■ 

Then  water,  fis-inkling,  laft,  me»lP¥«raU»  30 

This  done,  adoring  the  unreal  forms 

And  (hadows  ef  tfie  dea/d,  J  vow'd  to  flay, 

(Return'd  to  Ithaca)  ia  iny>  own  abode,.    , 

An  heifer  barren  yet,  faireft  and  beft 

Of  aU  my  herds,  and  to  enrich  the  pile  35 

With  delicacies,  fucb  as  pleafetbe  fliades. 

But,  in  pecuiiu,  to  the  Tbeban  iem 

X  vow'd  a  &ble  ram,  largeft  and  beft 

Of  all  my  flocks.     When  thus  I  had  implored 

With  vows  and  pray'ii  the  nations  of  the  dead,  40 

Piercing  the  viaims  next,  I  turn'd  them  both 
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To  bleed  into  the  trench ;:  then  {Warming  came 

From  Erebus  the  ihades  of  the  deceafed. 

Brides,  youths  unwedded,  feniors  long  with  woe 

Opprefs'd,  and  tender  girls  yet  new  to  grief.  45 

Came  alfo  many  a  warrior  by  the  fpear 

In  battle  jnerced,  with  armour  gore-diftain'd, 

And  all  the  multitude  around  the  fofs 

Stalk'd  Ihrieldng  dreadful ;  me  pale  horror  feized. 

I  next,  importunate,  my  people  urged,  50 

Flaying  the  viflims  which  myfelf  had  flain. 

To  bum  them,  and  to  fupplicate  in  pray'r 

lUuihious  Pluto  and  dread  Proferpine. 

Then  down  I  fat,  and  with  drawn  faulchion  chafed 

The  ghofts,  nor  fufifefd  them  to  approach  the  blood,      55 

Till  with  Tirefias  I  Ihould  firft  confer. 

The  fpirit,  firft,  of  my  companion  came, 
Elpenor ;  for  no  burial  honours  yet 
Had  he  received,  but  we  had  left  his  corle 
In  Ciice's  pa]ace>  tomblefs,  undeplwed,  60 

Ourfelves  by  preffure  urged  of  other  cares. 
Touch'd  with  compaffion  feeing  him,  I  wept. 
And  in  wing'd  accents  brief  him  thus  belpake. 

Elpenor !  how  cam^  thou  into  the  realms 
Of  darknefs  f  Haft  thou,  though  on  foot,  fo  far  65 

Outftripp'd  my  fpeed,  who  in  my  bark  arrived  > 

So  I,  to  whom  with  tears  he  thus  replied. 
Laertes'  noble  ion,  for  wiles  renown'd  t 
Fool'd  by  fome  daetnoa  and  the  intemp'rate  bowl, 

I  perilh'd 
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I  perifli'd  ia  the  houfe  of  Circe;-  there  70 

The  deep-defcending.  ftepS  betdtefs  I  mifs'd> 

And  fell  jwedpitated  from  the  roof. 

With  neck-bone  broken  from  the  vertebrse 

Outftretch'd  I  lay ;  my  fpirit  fought  the  fliades. 

But  now,  by  thpfe  whom  thou  haft  left  at  hora*i  75 

By  thy  Penelope,  and  by  thy  fire. 

The  gentle  nourilher  of  thy  infant  growth, 

And  by  thy  only  fon  Telemachas 

I  make  my  fuit  to  thee.     For,  fure,  I  know 

That  from  the  houfe  of  Phito  fafe  return'd,  80 

Thou  (halt  ere  long  thy  gallant  veflel.moor 

At  the  jEsean  ifle.     Ah  I  there  arrived  :    ■ 

Remember  me.     Leave  me  not  undeplored 

Nor  uninhumed,  left,  forirty  fake,  the  Gods 

In  vengeance  vi(it  thee ;  but  with  my  arms  85 

(What  arms  foe'er  I  left)  burn  mei  and  raife 

A  kind  memorial  of  me  on  the  coaft, 

Heap'd  high  with  earth ;  that  an  unhappy  man 

May  yet  ertjoy  an  unforgotten  name. 

Thus  do  at  my  requeft,  and  on  my  hill  go 

Funereal,  plant  the  oar  with  which  I  row'd, 

While  yet  I  lived  a  mariner  of  thine. 

He  fpake,  to  whom  thus  anfwer  I  return'd. 
Poor  youth  !  I  will  perform  thy  whole  defire.  ■ 

Thus  we,  there  fitting,  doleful  converfe  held,  95 

With  outftretch'd  faiilchion,  I,  guarding  the  blood. 
And  my  companion's  fliadowy  femb)aace  fad 

Meantime 
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Meantime  difcourfing  me  on  various  themes. 

Tlie  foul  of  my  departed  motlier,  next. 

Of  Anticleia  came,  daughter  of  brave  loo 

Autolycus ;  whom,  when  I  fought  the  (hores 

Of  Ilium,  I  hadliving  left  at.home. 

Seeing  her,  with  compatfion  touch'd,  I  wept, 

Yet  even  her,  (although  it  pain'd  my  foul) 

Forbad,  relentlefs,  to  approach  the  blood,  loj 

'Till  with  Tirefias  I  Ihould  firft  confer. 

Then  came  the  fpirit  of  the  Tbeban  feer 

Himfelf,  his  gplden  fceptre  in  his  hand. 

Who  knew  me,  and,  enquiring,  thus  began. 

Why,  haplefs  Chief !  leaving  the  cheerful  day,       li» 
Arriv'ft  thou  to  behold  the  dead,  and  this 
Unpleafant  land  I  but,  from  the  trench  awhile 
Receding,  turn  thy  faulchion  keen  away, 
That  I  may  drink  the  blood,  and  teU  thee  truth. 

He  fpake  j  I  thence  receding,  deep  infix'd  1 1  j 

My  fword  bright-ftudded  in  the  Iheath  again. 
The  noble  prophet  then,  approaching,  drank 
The  blood,  and,  fatisfied,  addrefs'd  me  thus. 

Thou  feek'ft  a  plea&nt  voyjige  home  again, 
Renown'd  Ulyffes  I  but  a  God  will  make  120 

That  voyage  difficult  j  for,  as  I  judge, 
Thou  wilt  not  pafs  by  Neptune  unperceiv'd, 
Whofe  anger  follows  thee,  for  that  thou  hs^ft 
Deprived  his  fon  the  Cyclops  of  his  eye. 
At  length,  however,  after  num'rous  woes  iij 

2  K  Endured, 
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Endur'd,  thou  may'ft  attain  tby  native  ifle. 

If  thy  own  appetite  thou  wilt  controul 

And  theirs  who  follow  thee,  what  time  thy  barfc 

Well-built,  fliall  at  »  Thrinacia's  fliore  arrive, 

Efcaped  from  perils  of  the  gloomy  Deep.  139 

There  Ihall  ye  find  grazing  the  flocks  and  herds 

Of  the  all-feeing  and  all-hearing  Sun, 

Which,  if  attentive  to  thy  fafe  return. 

Thou  leave  unharm'd,  though  after  num'rous  woes. 

Ye  may  at  length  arrive  in  Ithaca.  135; 

But  if  thou  violate  them,,  I  denounce 

Defiruftion  on  thy  fliip  and  all  thy  ban^ 

And  though  thylelf  efcape,  late  flialt  thou  reach 

Thy  home  and  i  hard-b^fted,  in  a  firange  bark, 

AU  thy  companions  loft ;  trouUe  befide  149 

Awaits  thee  there,  for  thou  fhalt  find  withii> 

Proud  fuitors  of  thy  noble  wife,  who  wafte 

Thy  fubftance,  and  with  promised  fpoufal  gifts- 

Ceafelefs  folicit  her  to  wed ;  yet  wen 

Shalt  thou  avenge  aH  their  injurious  deeds.  14; 

That  once  perform'd,  and  ev'ry  fuitor  fiain. 

Either  by  ilratagem,  or  face  to  face. 

In  thy  own  palace,  bearing,  as  tbou  go'lt, 

A  (hapely  oar,  journey,  'till  thou  haft  found 

A  people  who  the  fea  know  not,  nor  eat  159 

*  The  fliore  of  Sicily,  commonly  called  Trinacria,  but  Euphmici  by  Homer, 
Thrinacia.  f  The  ex^Ftffioa  is  u&d  by  Milton,  and  ligni&cs — BdeC 

with  many  difficuUies.^ 

Food 


,  Google 


BsoeXI.  HOMERU     ODrSSET.  tjl 

Food  faked ;  they  trim  galley  crinofon-prdw'd 

Have  ne'er  beheld,  nor  yet  fmooth-lhaven  oar, 

With  which  the  veffel  wing'd  feuds  o'er  the  wares. 

Wdl  thou  ftialt  know  them ;  this  ftiall  be  the  fign— 

When  thou  Ihdt  meet  a  trav'ler,  who  fliidl  name         15$ 

The  oar  onthy  hroad  fhoulder  borne,  .a  *  van. 

There,  deep  infixing  it  within  the  foil, 

Worfhip  the  King  of  Ocean  with  a  bull, 

A  ram,  and  a  lafcivious  boar,  then  feek. 

Thy  home  again,  and  facrifice  at  home  1 60 

An  hecatomb  to  the  Immortal  Gods, 

Adoring  each  duly,  -and  in  bis  courfe. 

So  (halt  thou  die  in  peace  a  gentle  death. 

Remote  from  Ocean ;  it  ihall  find  thee  liate. 

In  foft  ferenity  of  age,  the  Chief  »6j 

Of  a  bleft  people. — 1  have  told  thee  truth. 

He  fpake,  to  whom  I  anfwer  thus  retnm'd. 
Tirefias !  thou,  I  doubt  not,  haft  reveal'd 
The  ordinance  of  heav'n.     But  tell  me.  Seer  I 
And  truly.     I  behold  my  mother's  ftiade ;  179 

Silent  Ihe  fits  befide  the  blood,  nor  word 
Nor  even  look  vouchfafes  to  her  own  fi>n. 
How  fliall  ihe  learn,  projiiet !  that  I  am  bet's? 

So  I,  to  whom  Tirefias  quick  replied. 
The  courfe  is  eafy.     l.eam  it,  taught  by  me.  lyj 

What  fiiade  ioe'et,  by  leave  from  thee  obtain'd, 

*  Miftaking  the  oar  for  a  corn-van.    A  fure  indication  of  iiia  tgnonnce  of 

naritioic  concerns. 

S  K  2  Shall 
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Shall  tafie  the  blood,  that  {hade  will  tell  thee  truth; 
The  reft)  prohibited,  .will  ali  retire. 

When  thus  the  fplrit  of  the  royal  Seer 
Had  bis  prophetic  mind  reveal'd,  again  lS» 

He  enter'd  Pluto's  gates ;  but  I  unmoved 
Still  waited  'till  my  mother's  fliade  approach'd ; 
She  drank  the  blood,  then  knew  me,  and  in  words 
Wing'd  with  afiedion,  plaintive,  thus  began^ 

My  fon !  how  haft  thou  enter'd,  ftiU  alive,  t8j. 

This  darkfome  region  ?  Difficnlt  it  is 
For  living  man  to  view  the  realms  of  death. 
Broad  rivers  roll,  and  awful  floods  between, 
But  chief,  the  Ocean,  which  to  pafs  on,  foot-,. 
Or  without  fhip,  impaffiUe  is  fiMind.;  t$4 

Haft  thou,  long-wand'ring  in  thy  voy^  home 
From  Ilium,  with  thy  Ihip  and  crew  arrived^ 

Ithaca  and  thy  confort  yet  unleen  > 

She  fpake,  to- whom  this  anfwer  I  returntH. 

My  mother  h  me  necei&ty  conftrain'd  r^j; 

Xe-Pluto'S  dwelling,  anxious  to  confult 

Theban  Tirefias ;.  for  I  have  not  yen 

Approach'd  Achaia,  nor  have  touch'd.  the  Ihpre- 

Ctf  Ithaca,  but  fuff'ring  ccafdefs  woe 

Have  roam'd,  fince  firft^  ia  Agamemnon's- train  lOO- 

}  went  to  combat  with  the  foils  of  Troy. 

But  fpeak,.  my  mother,  and  the  truth  alone ; 

What  ftroke  of  fate  flew  tiee^  Feffft  thou  a  prey 

To  fome.  flow  malady  >  or  by  the  ftiafts. 

-  Of 
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Of  gentle  Diaa  fuddCEdy  iubdued  i 
Speak  to  me  alfo  of  my  antient  Sire, 
And  of  Telemachus,  whom  I  lefi  at  home; 
Paffefs  I  fldll  unalienate  and  fxfe 
My  pFoperty>  or  hath  fome  happier  Chief 
Admittance  free  into  my  fortunes  gaii^d. 
No  hope  fubfifting  more  of  my  return  >:-  . 
The  mind  and  purpofe  of  my  wedded  wife 
Dedate  thou  alfo.     Dwells  ihe  with  our  fbu.     ' 
Faithful  to  my  domeftic  intereAs, 
Or  is  Ihe  wedded  to  fame  Chitf  of  Greece  f 
I  ceas'd,  when  thus  the  venerable,  fhade.  . 
Not  fo ;  (he  faithful  ftm  and  patient  dwells 
Thy  roof  beneath?  but  aJihei'  days. and  nights. 
Devoting  fad  to  anguiih-  and  to.tears. 
Thy  fortunes  ftill  are- thine ;  Telemadiu» 
Cultivates,  imdifturb'd,  thy  land,  and  fits. 
At  many  a  noble  banquet,  fuch  as  well 
Befeems  the  fplendour  of  his  prinddy  ftate. 
For  all  invite  him  j  at  his  farm  retired 
Thy  father  dwells,  nor  to  the  city  comes 
For  aught  J  nor  bed,  nor  furniture  of  bed,. 
Furr'd  cloaks  or  fptendid  arras  he  enjoys,, 
But,  with  his  fervHe  hinds  all  winter  fleeps. 
In  alhes  and  in  duft  at  the  hearth-fidej 
Coarfely  attired ;;  again,  when  fummer  comes,. 
Or  genial  autumn,  on  the  fallen  leaves 
In  any  nocdc,  net  cniioqs  where,,  he  finds 
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An  humble  couch  amoftg  Ms.  "fiuitfui:  vines. 

There,  ftretch'd  forlom,  nouriaimg  grief,  he  weeps     . 

Thy  lot,  enfeebled  haw  hy  num'rous  ytairs.  »3S 

So  perifli'd  1 ;  fuch  fate  I  salft  ifonnd',     ' 

Me,  neither  the  ri^-aimmg  arch^efs  ftiticki^  ' 

Diaila,  with  her  gentle  fliafts,  nor  me 

Diftemper  flew,  ihy  limbs -by  Bow  degteet 

But  fure,  bereaving  <rf'their.lJttle  fife,  44» 

But  long  regret,  tender  folidtude, 

And  recoUeSion  of  thy  kindtitfs  paft, 

Thefe,  my  Uljfifes  i  fetal  proved  to  me. 

Shefaid;  I,  ardeat  wifh'd  ttj'xlifpthe  ftiade 
Of  my  departed  mftther ;  thrice  1  fprang  «4S 

Toward  her,  by  Heiire  impetuous  urged, 
And  thrice  ihe  flitted  from  bet<veen  my  arms, 
Light  as  a  pafling  {hadoAkror  a  dreata. 
Then,  pierced  by  'keener'  grief,  in  accents  wing'd ' 
With  fflial  eameftnefs  I  thus  replied.  1^50 

,    My  mother,  .why  'dud'ft  thoumy  attempt 
To  clafp  thee,  that  ev'n  here,  in  Pluto's  realtn, 
We  might  to  f  all  &tiety  indulge 
Our  grief,  enfoldtfd 'in  each  othefs  arms? 
Hath  Proferpine,  alas !  only  difpatch'd  a^j 

A  fliadow  to  me,  t5  augmerit  my  woe  ? 

Then,  inftant,  thtis  the  venerable  form. 
Ah,  fon!  thoa  moft  affliAed  of  mankind! 
On  thee,  Jove's  daughter,  Proferplrie,  obtrudes 
No  airy  femblance  Vaiii ;  but  fuch  the  flate  260 
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And  nature  i?  cif  naortals  OBce.  deceafed. 

For  they  nor  mufcle  have,  nor  flelh,  nor  bone ; 

AU  thofe  (the  fpirit  from  the  hody  once 

Divorced)  the  violence  of  fire  donfujnes. 

And,  like  a  dteai!))  4>e  fotfl  flies  Mft-amtay.  ,  i6s 

But  hafte  thou  b^clf.  to  light,  aadv  taught  thyfelf 

Ttefe  facred  truths,  l\eresfter  teaih  thy  ipoufe.      •. 

Thus  mutual  we  confi^trVt, :  .Slaeo^.thither  came, 
Encouraged  forth  by  royal  Proferpine,     ,  . 

Shades  fem^e  num'rous,  all  who  conforts,  erft, .  27a 

Or  daughters  were  of  mighty  Chiefs  repown'd. 
About  the  fable. blood  frequent  they  f«dip.'d. . 
But  I,  confidViog  fat,  bow  I  might  each 
Interrogate,  and  thus  refolv*d.     My  fw/wd.  ; 
Forth  drawing  from  belide  my  ilurdy  thigh,  175, 

Finn  I 'prohibited  the  ghofts  to  drint 
The  blood  together ;  they  fucceffive  came  i 
Each  told  her  own  diftr^?  >  I  queftion'd  alL 

There,  firft,  the^high^bom  Tyro  I  beheld; 
She  claim'd  Salmoneus  as  her  fire,  and  wife  280 

Was  once  of  Cretheiis,  fon  of  ^olus. 
Enamour'd  of  Enipeuf,  ftream  divine, 
Lovelieft  of  Ml  tb^trwater  «»ijh,,.befide 
His  limpid  current  flie  was  wont  to,ftray, 
When  Ocean's  God,  (Enipeus'  form  affumed)  »8s 

Within  the  eddy-wjiirling  rivet's  mouth 
Embraced  her.;-  there,  while  the  o'er-arching  flood,. 
Uplifted  mountaiaoas,  conceal'd  the  God 
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And  his  fair  human  bride,  her  virgin  zone 
-  Jle  loos'd,  and  o'er  her  e:fes  fweet  fleep  difiufed.  ^go 

His  am'rous  parpofe  iktisfied,  he  grafp'd 
Het  hand,  affeftionate,  and  thus  he  faid. 

■Bejoice  in  this  m^  love,  and  when  the  7«ar 
^hall  tend  Zo  confutpmatioa  .of  its  courfe, 
Thou  fhalt  produce  iHuftriout 'twins,  for  kxre  395 

ilmmortal  never  is. oufnutful  Ibve. 
Hear  them  with  all  a  mother's  care  5  meantime. 
Hence  tu  th,y  hooae.     Be  iilent.     Name  it  not. 
For  I  am  Neptune,  Shaker  of  the  Ihores. 

So  faying,  .he  plunged  into 4he. billowy  Deep.  300 

She,  pregnant  gronro,  Pelias  and  Neleos  bore, 
Both,  valiant  mtnifters  of  mighty  Jove.  . 

In  wide-fpread  FaplchTis  Pelias  dwelt,         -  1    . .  . 

Of  num'rous  flocks  poiTefs-'df  but  bis  abode  '   •■ 

Amid  the  fands  of  Pylus  Ndeus  chofe.  305 

To  Cretheus  wedded  next,  the  lovely  nymph- 
Yet  other  fons,  ^Ibn  and  Pheres  bore, ' 
And  Amytbaon  of  equeftrian  fame. 

I,  next,  the  daughter  of  Afopus  faw, 
Antiope  ;  fhe  gloried  to  have  known  310 

Th'  embrace  of  Jove  himfelf^  to  whom  ftje  brought 
A  double  progeny,  Amphioa  named  ' 

And  Zethus ;  they  the  feven-gated  Thebes 
Founded  and  girded  with  ftrong  tow'rs,  becauie, 
T'hough  puilTant  Heroes  both,  in  fpacious  Thebes       315 
Unfenced  by  tow'rs,  they  could  not  dwell  fecure. 

Alcmena, 
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Alcmena,  next,  wife  of  Amphitryon 
I  faw;  flie  in  the  arms  of  fov'reign  Jove 
The  lion-hearted  Hercules  concei^d, 
And,  after,  bore  to  Creon  brave  in  fight  310 

His  daughter  Megara,  by  the  ftoble  fon 
Unconquer'd  of  Amphitryon  efpoufed. 

The  beauteous  »Epicafte  faw  I  then, 
Mother  of  Oedipus,  who  guilt  incurr'd 
Prodigious,  wedded,  unintentional,  325 

To  her  own  fon ;  his  father  firft  he  flew. 
Then  wedded  her,  which  foon  the  Gods  divulged. 
He,  under  vengeance  of  offended  heav'n. 
In  pleafant  Thebes  dwelt  miferable,  King 
Of  the  Cadmean  race ;  Ihe  to  the  gates  J  Jo 

Of  Ades  brazen-barr'd  defpairing  went, 
Sdf-ftrangled  by  a  cord  faften'd  aloft 
To  her  own  palace-roof,  and  woes  bequeath'd   ' 
(Such  as  the  Fury  fitters  execute 
Innumerable)  to  her  guilty  fon.  33^ 

There  alfo  faw  I  Ghloris,  lovelieft  fair. 
Whom  Neleus  woo'd  and  won  with  fpoufal  gift$ 
loeitimable,  by  her  beauty  charm'd. 
She  youngeft  daughter  was  of  lafus'  fon, 
Amphion,  in  old  time  a  fov'reign  prince  340 

In  Minueian  Orchomenus,  .    ■   '  ' 

And  King  of  Pylus.     Three  illuftrious  fons 
Sh6  bore  to  Neleus,  Neftor,  Chromius, 

•  By  the  Tragedians  called — ^Jocafta. 
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And  Peridymemis  the  wide-renown'd, 

And,  laft,  produced  a  wonder  of  the  earth,   '  345 

Pero,  by  ev'ry  neighbour  prince  around 

ia  marriage  fought ;  but  Neleus  her  on  none 

Deign'd  to  beftow,  fave  only  on  the  Chief 

Who  fliould  from  Miylace  drire  off  thfe  beeves 

(Broad-fronted,  and  with  jealous  care  fecured)  35* 

Of  valiant  Iphicles.     One  undertook 

"Hot  talk  alone,  a  prophet  high  in  fame, 

Melampus;  but  the  Fates  faft  bound  him  there 

In  rig'rous  bonds  by  ruftic  hands  impofed. 

At  length  (the  year,  with  all  its  months  and  days        355 

Concluded,  and  the  neW"bom  year  begun) 

Hluftrious  Iphicles  releas'd  the  feer, 

*  Grateful  for  all  the  oracles  refolved. 

Till  then  obfcure.     So  flood  the  will  of  Jove. 

■  Next,  Leda,  wife  of  Tyndarus  I  faw,  jfi© 

Who  bore  to  Tyndarus  a  noble  par, 
Ciiftor  the  bold,  and  Pollux  ceftus-famed/ 
They  pris'ners  in  the  fertile  womb  of  earth. 
Though  living,  dwell,  and  even  there  from  Jove 
High  privlege  gmn ;  alternate  they  revive  365: 

And  die,  and  dignity  partite  divine; 
•   The  confort  of  AleeuS,  next,  I  viewy^ 
Iphimedeia ;  ftie  th*  embrace  profefs'd 

*  Iphicles  had  been  infbnned  by  the  O/acIes,  that  he  IhouU  have  no  chiLlren  'tiU- 
jjiftrufted  hy  a  prophet  how  to  obtain  them}  a  fervici  which  Melampus  had  the 
good  fertune  to  render  hiou 
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Of  Neptune  to  have  Iliared,  to  whom  <he  bore 

Twofons;  flioifrlivecl  they  were,  but  godlike  botht     374 

Otus  and  Ephialtes  far-renown'd. 

Orion  fole  except,  all-bounteous  Earth 

Ne'er  nourilh'd  forms  for  beauty  or  for  fize 

To  be  admired  as  theirs ;  in  his  ninth  year 

Each  meafur'd,  broad,  nine  cubits,  and  the  height       3,7; 

Was  found  nine  ells  of  each.     Againft  the  Gods 

Themfelves  they  threaten'd  war,  and  to  excite 

The  din  of  battle  in  the  realms  above. 

To  the  Olympian  fummit  they  effay'd 

To  heave  up  Ofla,  and  to  OBk's  crown  .389 

Branch-waving  Pelion ;  fo  to  climb  the  heav'ns. 

Nor  had  they  failed,  maturer  grown  in  might,  .  • 

To  accomplifh  that  emprize,  but  them  the  *  fon 

Of  radiant-hair'd  Latona  and  of  Jove 

Slew  both,  ere  yet  the  down  of  blooming  youth  38  j 

Thick-fprung,  their  cheeks  or  chins  had  tufted  o'er. 

Ph%dra  I  alfo  there,  and  Proctis  faw, 
And  Ariadne  for  her  beauty  praifed, 
Whofe  fire  was  all-wife  Minos.     Thefeus  her 
From  Crete  toward  the  fruitful  region  bore  390 

Of  facred  Athens,  but  enjoy'd  not  there, 
For,  firft,  ihe  periQi'd  by  Diana's  ihafts 
In  Dia,  Bacchus  -f  witneffing  her  crime. 

*  ApoUo.  t  Bacchus  accufed  her  to  Diana  of  having  lain  with  Tlideus 

ia  his  temjple,  and  the  Goddds  puniflied  hv  with  death. 
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Msra  and  Clymeae  I  faw  befide, 
And  odious  Eriphyle,  who  received  395 

The  price  in  gold  of  her  own  huiband's  Ufe. 

But  all  the  wives  of  Heroes  whom  I  faw, 
And  all  their  daughters  can  I  not  relate  ; 
Night,  firft,  would  fail ;  and  even  now  the  hour 
Calls  me  to  reft  either  on  board  my  bark,  400 

Or  here ;  meantime,  I  in  yourfelves  confide. 
And  in  the  Gods  to  Ihape  my  conduA  home. 

He  ceafed ;  the  whole  affembly  filent  fat, 
Charm'd  into  ecftacy  by  his  difcourfe 
Throughout  the  twilight  hall,  'till,  at  the  laft,  405 

Areta  iv'ry-arm'd  them  thus  befpake. 

Phaeacians  !  how  appears  he  in  your  eyes 
This  ftranger,  graceful  as  he  is  in  port. 
In  ftature  noble,  and  in  mind  difcrete  ? 
My  gueft  he  is,  but  ye, all  ifaare  with  me.  410 

That  honour ;  him  difmifs  not,  therefore,  hence 
With  hafte,  nor  from  fuch  indigence  withhold 
Supplies  gratuitous ;  for  ye  are  rich. 
And  by  kind  heav'n  with  rare  pofleflions  bleft. 

The  Hero,  next,  Echeneus  fpake,  a  Chief  415 

Now  antient,  eldeft  of  Phaeada's  fons. 

Your  prudent  (Jueen,  my  friends,  fpeaks  not  befide 
Her  proper  fcope,  but  as  befeems  her  well. 
Her  voice  obey ;  yet  the  eSe&  of  all 
Muft  on  Alcinoiis  himfelf  depend.  4J0 
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To  whom  Aldnoias,  thus,  the  Kingt  replied.       - 
I  ratify  the  word.     So  fliall  be  done. 
As  furely  as  myfelf  Jhall  live  fupreme 
O'er  all  Phseacia's  maritime  domain. 
Then  let  the  gvieft,  though  anxious  to  depart,  425 

Wait  'till  the  mortow,  that  I  may  complete 
The  whole  donation.  ,  His  fafe  conduct  home 
Shall  be  the  gen'ral  care,  but  mine  in  chief, 
To  whom  dominion  o'er  the  reft  belongs. 

Him  anfwer'd,  then,  Ulyffes  ever-wife.  430 

Alcinous !  Prince !  exalted  high  o'er  all 
Phagacia's  fons  !  Ihould  ye  folicit,  kind. 
My  ftay  throughout  the  year,  preparing  ftiU 
My  conduit  home,  and  with  illuftrious  gift& 
Enriching  me  the  while,  ev'n  that  requeft  435 

Should  pleafe  me  well ;  the  wealthier  I  retum'd, 
The  happier  my  condition ;  ^Yelcome  more 
And  more  refpediable  I  Ihould  appear 
In  ev'ry  eye,  to  Ithaca  reftored. 

To  whom  Alcinous  anfwer  thus  return'd.  440 

UlyiTes !  viewing  thee,  no  fears  we  feel 
Left,  thou,  at  length,  fome  faUe  pretender  prove, 
Or  fubtle  hypocrite^  of  whom  no  few 
Diifeminated  o'er  its^  face  the  earth - 
Suftains,  adepts  in  &&ioa,  and  who  frame  445 

Fables,  where  fables  coidd  be  leaft^  furmifed. 
Thy  phrafe  well  turii'd,  and  thy  ingenjious  mind 
Proclaim  tiee  diffrent  far,  who  haft  in  Ibains- 
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Mufical  as  a  poet's  vsice,  the  woes  . 

Rehears'd  of.  all  thy  Greecians,  and  thy  own.  4J0 

But  fay,  and  tell  me  true.     Beheld'ft  thou  there 

None  of  thy  followers  to  the  walls  of  Troy 

Stlaifi  in  that  warfare!  Lo!  the  ni^  U  long^ 

A  night  of  utmoft  length ;  nor  yet  the  hour 

Invites  to  fleep.     Tell  me  thy  wond'rous  deeds,  453 

For  I  could  watch  'till  facred  dawn,  ocniid'tt  thou 

So  long  endure  to  tell  ine  of  thy  toils. 

Thia  thus  Ulyfles,  ever-wife,  replied. 
Alcinoiis !  high  exalted  over  all 

Phseacia's  fons !  the  time  fuffices  yet  460 

For  converfe  both  and  fleep,  and  if  thou  wilh 
To  hear  ftill  more,  I  (hall  not  fpare  to  unfold 
More  pitiable  woes  than  thefe,  fuftain'd 
By  my  companions,  in  the  end  deftroy'd ; 
Who,  faved  from  perils  of  difaft'rons- war  465 

At  Ilium,  perilh'd  yet  in  their  return, 
Vi(fUms  of  a  pernicious  *  woman's  crime. 

Now,  when  chafte  Proferpine  had  wide  difpers'd 
Thofe  female  Ihades,  the  fpirit  fore  diftrefs'd 
Of  Agamemnon,  Atreus'  fon,  appear'd  j  470 

Encircled  by  a  throng,  he  came ;  by  all 
Who  with  himfelf  beneath  jEgifthus'  roof 
Thiir  fate  fulfill'd,  perilhing  by  the  fword. 
He  drank  the  blood,  and  knew  me ;  flirill  he  wail'd 
And  querulous ;  tears  trickling  bathed  his  cheeks,       475 

•  Probably  mtaning  Helen. 
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And  with  Ipread  pllme^  thtov^h  ar<]oar  of  defire, 

He  fought  to  enfold  me  faft,  but  vigour  hoaa. 

Or  force,  as  etftj.  hia  agile  limbs  infofm'd. 

I,  pitj-moved,  wept  at  the  fight,  and  him, 

In  accents  wing'd  by  friendihip,  thus  addi-efs'd.  484 

Ah  glorious  fon  of  Atretis,  Ring  of  m«n ! 
What  hand  inffiSed  the  all-numbing  ftrefce 
Of  death  on  thee  f  Say,  didft  thou  peiilh  funk 
By  howling  tempefis  irreliilibfe' 

Which  Neptune  railed,  or  on  dry  land  by  force  j^Sj  • 

Of  hofiile  multitudes,  while  cutting  off 
Beeves  from  the  herd,  or  driving  flocks  away. 
Or  fighting  for  Achaia'S  daughters,  ihut 
Within  fome  city's  bulwarks  dale  befieged  f 

I  ceafed,  when  Agamemnon  thus  replied.  49<' 

trtyfles,  noUe  Chief,  Laert^'  fon 
IVirwiClom  famed  !  I  neither  perifli'd  funk 
By  howling  tempefts  irrefiftible 
Which  Neptune  raifed,  nor  on  dry  land  received 
From  hoitile  mu}titud£s  the  fatal  blow,  49  j 

But  me  jEgifthns  flew  ;  my  woeftil  death 
Confederate  with  my  own  pernicious  wife- 
He  plotted,  with,a  fliow  of  love  fincere 
Bidding  me  to  his  board,  where  as  the  ox 
Is  flaughtet'd  at  bis  crib,  he  flaughter'd  mr.  gaa 

Such  was  my  dreadful  death ;  carnage  enfued: 
Continual  of  my  friends  11^  all  around,. 
Num'ious  as  boars.  l»ight-tuik.'d  at  nuptial,  feaft. 
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Or  feaft  convivial  of  fome  wealthy  Chief. 
Thou  haft  already  witriefsVl  many  a  fidd  505 

With  warriors  overfpread,  flain  one  by  one. 
But  that  dire  fcene  had  moft  thy  pity  moved. 
For  we,  with  briinming  beakere  at  our  lide> 
And  underneath  full  tables,  bleeding  lay. 
Blood  floated  all  the  pavement.     Then  the  cries  510 

Of  Priam's  daughter  founded  in  my  ears 
Moft  pitiable  of  all,  Caflandra's  cries. 
Whom  Clytemneftra  clofe  befide  me  flew. 
Expiring  as  I  lay,  I  yet  eflay'd 

To  grafp  my  faulchion,  but  the  trayt'refs  quick  515 

Withdrew  herfelf,nor  would  youchfafe  to  clofe 
My  languid  eyes,  or'  prop  niy  drooping  <;hin 
Ev'n  in  the  moment  when  1  fought  the  fliades. 
So  that  the  thing  breathes  ndt;  ruthlefs  'and  £eU 
As  woman  once  refcdVd  oiv  iuch  a  deed  5^ 

Deteftable,  as  my  bafe  wife  contrived. 
The  murther  of  the  hiifband  of  her  youth. 
I  thought  to  have  return'd  welcome  to  all. 
To  my  own  children  and  domeftic  train  ; 
But  flie,  paft  meafure  profligate,  hath  poured  5.25 

Shame  on  herfelf,  on  women  yet  unborn. 
And  even  on  the.-rartuous  of  her  lex.:-       .j     •        ;~ 
i;Heceas'd,  towhiim,  thus;  aofwer  I  retum'd.  ■,  ■ 

Gods !  how  feverely  hath  the  Thund'rer  plagued 
The  houfe  of  Atreus,  cvea  &om  the  firft,       .  530 

By  female  counftls!_. we.  for .Hslen'S  fidte 
)'  .1  Have 
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Have  num'rous  died,  and  Clytemneftra  framed  ;( 

While  thou  waft  fat  remote,  this  fnare  for  thee! 

Sol,  to  whom  Atrides  thus  replied.  "  :    . 

Thou,  therefore,  be  not  pliant  overmuch  Jjs 

To  woman;  trufther  not  with  all  thy  mind,'      •    ,  . 

But  half  difclofe  to  her,  and  half  conceal. 
Yet,  from  thy  confort's  hand  no  bloody  death,   ' 
My  friend,  haft  ihou  to  fear ;  for  paffing^  wife  ■    . .   ; 
Icarius' daugbtei:  is,  £ar  other  thoughts, '  S4* 

Iiitejligent,  and  othsr  plans,  to  frame.  .    . ' 

Her,  going  to  the  wars  we  left  a  bride 
New-wedded,  and  thy  boy  hung  at  her  breaft. 
Who,  man  himfelf,  conforts  en  now  with  m«a    :  -"  L    *. 
A  profp'rous  youth;  his  father,  fafe  reftored  54:^ 

To  his  own  Ithaca,  Ihall  fee  him  foon,  -    1 

And  i&£  Ihall  clalp  his  father  in 4iis,  arms  :,•■'.      >' 

As  nature  bids;  bilt  me>  my  cruel  one 
Indulged  not  with  the  dear  delight  to  gaze 
On  my  Oreftes,  for  flie  flew  me  firft.  ^58 

*ButUften;  treafure  what  I  now  impart. 
Steer  fecret  io  thy  native  ifle ; '  avoid 
Notice ;  for  woman  merits  truft  no  more. 
Now  tell  me  truth.     Hearye  in  whofe  abode 
My  fon  refides ?  dwells  he  ia  Pylus,  iay,     .  555 

*  This  is,  furel^i  one  of  tlie  mo{l  natural  (Irolces  to  be  foiuid  jnaiw  poet.  Con- 
vinced, for  a  moment,  by  the  virtues  of  Penelope,  he  mentions  her  with  refpea  j 
but,  recolIe£Ung  himfrif  fu4denl)i,  involves  even  Iter  ia  bis  generd  ill  opiuon  of  the 
iex,  begotten  in  him  by  the  crimes.ofClytemneAta.  , 
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Or  in  Orchomenos,  or  dfe  beneath 

My  brother's  roof  in  Sparta's  wide  domain ! 

For  my  Oreftes  is  not  yet  a  fliade. 

,    So  he,  to  whom  I  anfwer  thus  retum'd. 

Atrides,  sik.  not  me.    Whether  he  live,  560 

Or  have  already  died,  I  nothing  know ; 

Mere  words  are  vanity,  and  better  fpared. 

.  Thus  we  difcourfing  mutual  flood,  and  tears 
Shedding  difconfola^.  The  flude,  meantime, 
Came  of  Achilles,  Peleus'  mighty  Cm;  j6$ 

Patrodus  alfo,  and  Antilochus 
Appeai'd,  with^Ajaz,  for  proportion  juft 
And  ftature  tall,  :(Felides  fole  except) 
Diflinguifli'd  above  all  Achaia's  fons. 
The  foul  of  fwift  ^addes  at  once  570 

Knew  me,  and  in  wing'd  accents  thus  begah. 
Brave  Laertiades,  for  wiles  renown'd ! 
.  What  mightier  enterprize  than  all  the  paft 
Hath  made  thee  here, a  gueft?  rafh  as  thou  art ! 
How  haft  thou  dared  to  penetrate  the  .gloom    :  575 

Of  Ades,  dwelling  of  the  fliadowy  dead, 
Semblances  only  of  what  once  they  were  } 

He  fpake,  to  whom  I,  anfw'cing,  thus  nphed. 
O  Peleus'  fon  !  Achilla  J .  btaveft  far  - 
Of  all  Achaia's  iacel  I  here  arrived  jga 

Seeking  Tirefias,  from  his  Cps  to  learn. 
Perchance,  how  I  might  fafe  regain  the  coaft 
Of  craggy  Ithaca ;.  for  tempeft-tofs'd 

Perpetual, 
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Perpetual,  I  have  neither  yet  approach'd  ■       .    * 

Achaia's  Ihore,  or  landed  on  my  own.  58^ 

But  as  for  thee,  Achilles !  never  man 
Hath  known  felicity  like  thine,  or  fliall,  \       ;      ; ', ; 

Whom  living  we  all  honodr'd  as  a  Qod, 
And  who  maintain'ft  here,  relident,  fupreme  r 

Controul  among  the  dead ;  indulge  not  then,  590 

Achilles,  caufelefs  grief  that  thou  hlft  died. 
I  ceafed,  and  ahfwer  thus  inftant  received. 
Reiiown'd  Ulyfles !  think  not  death  a  theme 
Of  confolation ;  I  had  rather  live 

The  fervile  hind  for  hire,  and  «at  the  bread  505 

Of  &me  man  fcantily  himfelf  fuftain'd. 
Than  foy'reigQ  empire  hold  o'er  all  the  ihades. 
But  come — ^(peak  to  me  of  my  noble  boy ; 
proceeds  he,  as  he  promis'd,  brave  in  arms, 
Or  Ihuns  he  war  ?  Say  alfo,  halt  thou  heard  600 

Of  royal  Peleus  ?  Shares  he  ftiU  refpeft 
Among  his  nunAous  Myrmidons,  or  icbm 
In  Hellas  and  in  Phthia,  for  that  age 
Predominates  in  his  enfeebled  limM  > 
For  help  is  none  in  me ;  the  glorious  fun  -         605 

No  longer  fees  me  fuch,  as  when  in  aid 
Of  the  Acbuans  I  o'^pread  the  field 
Of  fpacious  Tray  with  all  their  braveft  flain. 
*  Oh  might  I,  vigorous  as  then,  repair 

For 

*  Another  moft  beautiful  ftroke  of  luture.    Ere  yet  UlyQcs  hu  hid  opportunity 

to  anTwcri  the  very  thought  that  Peleus  may  poffibly  be  ilifulte^  fires  him,  and  he 

a  M  a  takes 
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For  one  fliort  moment  to  my  father's  houfe,  610 

They  all  Ihould  tremble ;  I  would  fliew  an  arm, 
Svich  as  Ihonid  daunt  the  fierceft  who  prefumes 
lb  injure  bim,  or  to  deipife  his  age. 

AcbiSts  fpake,  to  whom  I  thus  replied. 
Of  noble  Peleus  have  I  nothing  heard;  61$ 

But  I  iriS  tell  thee,  as  thou  bidd'ft,  the  truth 
Unfeign'd  of  Neoptolemus  thy  fon ; 
For  him,  myfelf,  on  board  my  hollow  bark 
From  Scyros  to  Achaia's  hoft  convey'd. 
Oft  as  in  council  under  Ilium's  walls  6 so 

We  met,  he  erer  foremoft  was  in  fpeech, 
^QX  ipake  erroneous ;  Neftor  and  myfelf 
Except,  no  Greecian  could  with  him  compare. 
Oft,  too,  as  we  with  battle  hemm'd  around 
Troy's  bulwarks,  from  amotig  the  mingled  crowd        615 
Thy  fon  fprang  foremoft  into  martial-  afli 
Inferior  in  heroic  worth  to  none; 
Beneath  him  num'rous  fell  the  &ns  of  Tfoy 
In  dreadful  fight,  nor.have'I  pow'r  to  name 
DiftiniSily  all,  who  by.  his  glorious  arm  d30 

Exerted  in  the  caufe  of  Oreecey  ex{xred. 
Yet  will  I  name  Eurypylos,  the  fon 
Of  Telephus,  an  Hero  whom  his  fword) 
Of  life  bereaved,  and  all  arouhd  him  ftrew'd 
The  plan  with  his  Ceteaa  watricrs,.  won  635 

■  «dces  the  whole  for  granted.    Thus  is  the  impetuous  fhataacr  of  Achilles  fufiained- 
to  the  litft  momeot  f 

Ta 
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to  Ilium's  fide  by  bribes  •  to  women  giv'n. 
Save  noble  Memnon  only,  I  beheld 
No  Chief  at  IKum  beautiful  as  hea 
Again,  when  we  within  the  horfe  of  Wood 
Framed  by  Epeus  fat,  an  ambulh  chos'n  649 

Of  all  the  braveft  Greeks,  and  I  in  trufl;  ■  ';  ■> 

Was  placed  to  opea  oi  ta  keep  faft-clofed 
The  hollow  fraud  ^  then^  ev'ry  Chieftain,  there- 
And  Senator  of  Greece  wiped  irom^  his  cheeks 
The  tears,  anc^  tremors  felt  in  ev'ry  limb ;.  645, 

But  never  faw  I  changed  to  terror's  hue 
His  ruddy  cheek,   no-  tears  wiped  ie  away. 
But  oft  he  prefs'd  me  to  go  forth,  his  fuit 
With  pray'rs  enforcing,  griping  hard  his  hilt 
And  his  brafs-burthen'd  fpear,  and  dire  revenge  650 

Denouncing,  ardent^  on  the  race  of  Troy.     ,  :  ^ 
At  length,  when  we-had  fack'd  the  lofty  town 
Of  Priam,  laden  with  abundant  fpoils 
He  fafe  embaik'd,  neither  by  Ipear  or  Ihaft 
Anght  hurt,  or  in  clofe  £ght  by  faulchion's  edge, ;' .   655, 
As  oft  in  war  befalls,,  where  wounds  are  dealt  .,. ;     > 

.  Fcomifcuous,  at  the  will  of  fiery  Mars,  -      >  ■ 

So  I ;  then  finding  large,  the  fpirit  thence 
Withdrew  of  fwift  \Xaa&si,.  along  1 

*  Tvtcttun  fiHxft  iufuv~-fnim  is  liud  to  have  influenced  hy  gifts  the  wife  and 
mother  of  Eurj-pyius,  to  perfuade  him  to  the  aflifiance  of  Troy,  he  heing  himfelf. 
ttnwilling  to  engage;  The  pafliige  through  defeA  of*  hiftory  has  long  been  dark,  and 
cotmnentatOrs  have  adapted  different  fenfes  to  it^  all  conjeflujal.  The  Ceteans  ar« 
did  to  have,  been  a  people  of.  Mylia,  of  which  Eurypjlus  was  Kingi 

The 
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The  *  hoary  mead  pacing,  with  Joy  elate  6<5o 

That  t  had  blazonM  bright  his  foh'i  renown. 

The  other  foals  of  men  by  death  difinU°s'd 
Stood  mournful  by;  fad  uttering  each  his  woes ; 
The  foal  ak>ne  I  faw  ftanding  remote 
Of  Telamoniah  AJaX,  ftiU  inoenfei  665 

That  in  our  publit  conteft  fof  tlie  arms 
Worn  by  AchiDes,  and  by  Thetis  thrown 
Into  difpute,  my  claim  had  itrongeft  proved, 
Troy  and  Minerva  judges  of  the  eaufe. 
Difalirous  viftory  !  which  I  could  wi(h  670 

Not  to  have  won,  firice  for  that  armour's  fake 
The  earth  hath  cover'd  AJax,  in  Kis  form 
And  martial  deeds  fuperior  far 'to  ail     ■    ' 
The  Greeciahs,  Peleus'  matchlefs  fon  except.  ' 
I,  feeking  to  appeafe  him,  thus  began.  675 

O  Ajax,  fon  of  glorious  Telamon ! 
Canft  thou  remember,  even  after  death. 
Thy  wrath  againft  me,  kindled  for  the  lake 
Of  thofe  pernicious  arms  ?  arms  which  the  Gods 
Otdain'd  of  fuch  dire  confequence  to  Greece,  680 

Whiih  caufed  thy  ^eath,  our  bulwark  I  Thee  vre  m6um 
With  giief  perpetual,  nor  the  death  lament 
Of  Pdeus'  fon,  Achilles,  more  than  thine. 
Yet  none  is  blameable ;  Jove  evermore 

•  K«t'  ttrftiiytt  An/xura-^^Arphodel  was  pbnicd  00  the  grares,  afld  arouod  the 
tombs  of  the  dcceafed^  and  heocc  the  fiippoTitioB,  that  the  Stjtgian  plain  was  doathed 
with  aTpbodel.        F. 
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With  bitt'iefl:  hate  purfued  Achaia's  hoft,  685 

And  he  oidaio'd  thy  death.     Hero !  approach, 
That  thou  may'tt  hear  the  words  with  which  I  feek 
To  £)Oth  thee;  let  thy  long  difpleatee  ceafe  ! 
^uell  all  refentment  in  thy  gen'ious  breafi ! 

I  fpake ;  nought  anfwer'd  he,  bvit  fallen  jpin'd        6910 
His  fellow  ghofts  ;  yet,  angry  as  be  wasr 
I  had  prevaifd  even  on  him  to  {peflt. 
Or  had,  at  leaft,  acoofted  him  again» 
But  that  my  bofom  teemM  with  ftrou^  d'e&e- 
Urgent,  to  fee  yel  others  of  die  dtetd.  Sgg, 

There  faw  I  Minos,  offipring  famed  of  Jovej   . 
His  golden  fceptre  in  his  hand,  he  fat 
Judge  of  the  dead  ;  they,  pleading,  each  in  turn 
His  caufe,  feme  flood,  forae  fat,  filling  the  houfe 
Whole  fpacious  fcdding-gates  are  never  clofed.  700 

Orion  next,  huge  ghol^  engaged  my  view. 
Droves  urging  o'er  the  graCy  mead,  of  beafts 
Which  he  had  fl^,  himfelf,  on  the  wild  hilb. 
With  ftrong  dub  anrfd  of  ever-during  brafe. 

There  alfo  Tityus  on  the  ground  I  law  ^  705 

Esctended,  offipring  of  flie  glorious  earth ,  ,  • 

Nine  acres  he  o'erfpread,  and,  at  his  fide 
Station'd,  two  vultures  on  his  liver  prey'd. 
Scooping  his  entrails ;  nor  fi^ced  his  hands 
To  fray  them  thence ;.  for  he  had  (ought  to  force       7101 
Latona,  illuftrious  concubine  of  Jove> 
What  time  the  Goddefs  jdumey'd  o^ec  the  rodu 
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Gf  Pytho  into  pleafant  Panopeiu. 

Next,  fuiTrtng  grievous  torments,  I  beheld 
Tantalus;  in  a  pool  he  ftood,  his  chin  .  715 

Walh'd  by  the  wave ;  tiiirft-paich'd  he  feemM,  but  found 
Nought  to  afluage  his  thirft ;  for  when  he  bow'd 
His  hoary  he^d,  ^rdeM  to  quaff,  the  flood 
Vauifli'd  abforb'd,  and,  at  his,  feet,  aduft 
The foil  appear'd,  dried,  inftant,  by  tUe-Gods,  7*0 

Tall  trees,  fruit-ladeny  with  SnAefled  hetds 
Stoop'd  to  him,  peafs,  pomegranates,  apples  bright, 
The  lufcious  fig,  and  unauous  olive  fmoothj 
Which  when  with  fudden.grafp  he  would  have  feized,' 
Winds  whirl'd  them  high  into  the  dufliy  clouds.  72 j 

There,  too,  the  hatd-taft'd  Sifyphus  I  faw,  ■  ' 

*  Thrufting  before  him,  ftrenuous,  a  vaft  rock. 
With  hands  and  feet  ftruggling,  he  flioved  the  ftone 
Up  to  a  hilttop ;  but  the  fteep  well-nigh 
Vanquilh'd,  by  +  fome  great  force  repulfed,  the  mafs 
Rufti'd  again,  obftinate,  down  to  the  plain.  731 

Again,  ftretch'd  prone,  fcvere  he  tral'd,  the  fweat 
Bathed  all  his  weary  Iknbs,  and  his  head  reek'd.  * 

The  might  of  Hercviles  I,  next,  furvey'dj 
His  femblance ;  for  himlelf  their,  banquet  Ihares  735 

•  B«f«^oi^«  mud  have  this  fcjife  interpreted  by  what  follows.  To  attempt  t* 
make  the  Englilh  numbers  exprellive  as  the  Greek,  is  a  labour  like  that  of  Sifyphus. 
The  Tranflatot  has  (|one  what  he  could. 

t  It  is  now,  perhaps,  impoHible  to  afcertain  with  preciaon  what  Homer  meant  by 
the  word  v-t.ik,  which  he  ufes  only  here,  and  in  the  next  book,  where  it  is  the 
lume  of  Scylla's  dam — Ajf»ihit~is  alfo  of  very  doubtful  explication. 
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With  the  Immortal  Gods,  and  in  his  arms  ' 

Enfolds  neat-footed  Hebe,  daughter  fair 

Of  Jove,  and  of  his  golden-fandal'd  fpoufe. 

Around  him,  clamorous  as  birds,  the  dead 

Swarm'd  turbulent;  he,  j^oomy-brow'd  as  night,         740 

With  uncafed  bow  and  arrow  on  the  firing 

Peer'd  terrible  from  fide  to  fide,  as  one 

Ever  in  i£t  to  ihoot ;  a  dreadful  belt 

He  bore  athwart  hia  bofom,  thdng'd  with  gold. 

There,  brpidei'd  ihone  many  a  ftupendous  form,         74$ 

Bears,  wild-boars,  lions  with  fite-flafljing  eyes. 

Fierce  combats,  battles,  blooiUhetl,rjioinidde. 

The  artift,  author  of  thjt  belt,L  ifione  ftich   1  ,      ,.,ji  1  ,! 

Before,  produced,  or  after;     M4  hiJ.sye.    , 

No  fooner  mark'd»  than  tooWing  me<  i»wprd»  ,  .,  >  ,v7i9 

By  forrow  quick  fuggefted,  hejbegcln.-     .    ;  ;     .    •  -:    -f 

(  'Laertes' noble&n,;fQr, Wilis  raiownViJ. ..;  ^'■J,':.2  ';1V 

Ah,ihaplefs  Hero  !j  thou  art,  doubtlefs,  charged,,  :  r;  rf 

Thou  alfo,  with  fome  arduous  labour,  fuch 

As  in  the  realms  of  day  I  once  endured.'  755 

Son 'was  I  of  Satumian  Jove,  yet  woes-      v  •  ■    "'  : '  • 

Immenfe  fuftain'd,  fubJecSted  to  a  King  ' .  ' 

Inferior  far  to  me,  whofe  harlh  commands 

Enjoin'd  me  many  a  terrible  exploit. 

He  even  bade  me  on  a  time  lead  hence  760 

The  dog,  that  talk  believing  above  all 

Impraflicable ;  yet  from  Ades  him 

I  dragg'd' reluctant  into  light,  by  aid 
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Of  Hennes,  and  of  Pallas  azure-eyed. 

So  faying,  he  penetrated  deep  again  765 

Tlie  abode  of  Pluto ;  but  I  Aill  unmoved 
There  flood  expeffing,  curious,  other  fliades 
TO  fee  of  Heroes  in  old  time  deeeafed. 
And  now,  more  ancient  worthies  ftill,  and  whom 
I  wifli'd,  I  had  beheld,  Piiithous  Tftt 

And  Thefeus,  glorious  prc^ny  of  Gods, 
But  nations,  firft,  nnmberlefs  of  the  dead 
CMie  Ihrieking  hideous ;  me  pale  fatMTOr  fijzed^ 
Left  awful  Profer[»ne  fliould  thither  fend 
The  Gorgon4>ead  &om  Ades,  fight  aUion'd  t  ffg. 

1,  therefore,  haftifig  to  the  veflel,  bade 
My  crew  embark,  and  caft  the  haw&rs  kiofe. 
They,  quick  embarking,  on  the  benches  fat. 
Down  the  *  Oceanus  the  current  bore 
My  galley,  winning,  at  the  firft,  her  way  780 

With  oarsy  then,  wafked  by  propitious  ^les.^ 

*  The  two  fitft  lines  of  die  foUowing  book  %etii  to  ai«eEtain  the  true  meauag  gf 
Ibe  coodufion  of  this,  and  to  prove  fufficientlj  that  bj  Hxiisvjr*  lierei  Homer  couid 
not  poffiblj  intend  any  other  (ban  a  river.  In  tlioffl  lines  be  tells  us  in  tlie  plalneft 
terms,  iattbt  fiip  U/i  AiJIriem  tf  thi  rivtr  Oumusy  emt  errhii-ut  lie  tfn  ^ 
Diodoms  Sicnlus  infonns  us,  that  'AnsstHt  had  bcefi  a  name  anciently  giveii  to  the 
Nile.  SeeClaike. 
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Ulyfies/'purfuing  his  tamtivc,  relates  bis  return  from  the  0kdeG 
to.  Circe's  ifland,  the  precaotioas  given  him  by  that  Goddeis,  Itis 
efcape  from  the  Sirens,  and  from  Scylla  and  Chaiylidis ;  liis  arrival 
in  Sicily,  where  his  companions,  having  llain  and  eaten  the  oxen  of 
the  Sun,  are  afterward  Ihipwreck'd  and  loll;  and  concludes  the 
whole  with  an  account  of  his  atiival,  alone,  on  the  malt;  of  his 
veflel,  at  the  iiland  of  Calypfi). 
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AND  now,  borne  feaward  from  the  river-ftream 
Of  the  Oceanus,  we  plow'd  again 
The  fpadous  Deep,  and  reach'd  th'  jEsean  ifle, 
Where,  daughter  of  the  dawn,  Aurora  takes 
Her  choral  fports,  and  whence  the  fun  afcends.  < 

We,  there  arriving,  thruft  our  bark  aground 
On  the  fmooth  beachj  then  landed,  and  on  fhore 
Repofed,  expedlant  of  the  facred  davra. 
But  foon  as  day-fpring's  daughter  rofy-palm'd 
Look'd  forth  again,  fending  my  friends  before,  lo 

I  bade  them  bring  Elpenor's  body  down 

i  N  a  From 
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From  the  abode  of  Circe  to  the  beach. 

Then,  on  the  utmofl;  headbnd  pf  the  cgaft 

We  timber  fell'd,  and,  forrowing  o'er  the  dead. 

His  fun'ral  rites  watei'd  with>  tears- ptofufe.  15 

The  dead  confuraed,  and  with  the  dead  his  arms, 

We  heaped  his  torab,i  and  the  fepulchral  poft 

Erefling,  fix'd  his  fhapely'  oar.  atoft- 

.    Thus,  purtiftual,  we  peTfoiwv'd  ;  nor  our  return    r,  :  . 

From  Ades  knew  not  Ciroe,  but  attireifl        .      'i  zor 

In  hafte,  ere  long  arrived,,  with  whom  appear'cl 

H^r  female  train  wjth  plenteous  viands  charged. 

And  bright  wine  rofyrred.     Amidft  us  all  .      .  • 

Standing,  the  beauteous  Goddefs.  thus  began,    i 

Ah  miferable !  who  have  fought  the  Ihades  45 

Alive  !  while  others  of  the  human  race 
Die  only  once,  appointed  twice  to  die ! 
Come — take  ye  food  j  drink  wine ;  and  on  the  fliore 
All  day  regale,  for  ye  fliall  hence  again  ' 

At  day-fpring  o'er  the  Deep ;  but  I  will  mark  39 

Myfelf  your  future  courfe,  nor  uriihformM 
Leave  yon  in  aughr,  leil,  throughfttoe'dire  niiltiike, 
By  fea  or  land  new  mis'ries  ye  incur. 

The  Goddefs  fpake,  whofe  invitatibri  kind    ' 
We  glad  accepted;  thus  we  feiftiftgfat     '  "  35 

Till  fet  of  fun,  and  quaffing  richeft  wine ; 
But  when  the  fun  went  down  and  darknefs  fell, 
My  crew  befide  the  hawfers  flept,  whil*  me 
The  Goddeft  by  the  hand  leading  apart, 

Firft 
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Firft  bade  me  fit,  then,' ibated  bftpolite,  1  r4a' 

£nquired^  minate, 'of;all  that  I  had  ieen, 
Aiyd  I,  from  firft  to.  laft,  recounted. all. 
Then,  thvir-«he/i»«lft]tCb'dders  .in  return.    ' 

Thus  far  thy  toils  aie^fioilh'd, :    Nair^ttentft       ■' 
Mark  vrell  my  -wanlaj  'bf  whith  the  Gods  will  fure.         45 
Themfelvesr remind  thee  in  the  needfal  houri        ..;    i    .: ' 
Firft  ihalt  thou  reaoh'tho.Birens;  sthey  the. heart*, :  ;    'i: , 
Enchant  of  all  wHot on, their  coaft  arrewi'  j  :.  ' 

The  wretch,  whoi  unftrtfwahi'd  ^proaching,  hears;     . , 
The  Sirens" voice,  lus  wife  and  little-ones      ...  50 

Ne'er  fly  to  gratulatehis  glad. return,,:       1  1-?     ^  ' 

Bdt  him  the  SicensijiAiiig  in  the  meads  '  ■■■  a  ii.    r-  ;    ■  :i 
dharm  with.melliflaous  fijng,wlale  gli:arau6d       '  : 
The  bones  accumulated  lia  of  men         ,     .  1         ', 

Now  putrid,  arai'the -flriris:  nKmldliiWg  bfraylJ  '       .^   55 
But,  pafs  them  th<bia,  and,  left  thy  people  hear 
Thofe  warblings,  ere  thoti  yet  approach,  jilt  all 
Their  ears  ivitli  wax  inoulded  between  thy  palms ; 
But  as  for  th«e— »thon  hrar;lfaEMiif  thou- wilt,  '  ': 

Yet  let  thy  people  bind  thee  tbiithe  maft.  <o 

Ereft,  encompaffingdiy' feet 'and  anna 
With  cordage; weH-fecuredto.lhe.Tfflaft-fbor, 
So  ftialt  thou,  bSptuiyj  heariiia.'Sirens^  forig..    ■ 
But  if  thou  fnp{dicate  to  be  isleafedr  ' 
Or  give  fuch  order;,  than,,  with  added:  cords  65 

Let  .thycompaHibns.binditheeDiU  the  mofei 
When  thus  thy  people  Iball  hase  lafely  pafs!dl 
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T)ie  Sirens  by,  thuikiinqt^&cm-nte  tclfa^ 
What  courfe  thou  'next  feat  fteer-;  two  ■will  oceuf ; 
Delib'rate  chufe ;'  I  .ihall  defcribc  tUeita  both.  .  /    7» 

Here  vaulted  rocksiiinpend,  aaffi'd'l>t<iliewAes  '  i  , 
ImmenfedfataiphitrfteaiUiietefJedT     :.•,!;:  I 
The  blefibd  Gods  thoifeKJckS,EtratlO,<:dL    /;;     . 
Birds  cannot  pafs  theid  iafe-^  noi'  not=  the  doves 
Which  hi»:ambtona  bear  ;taiFathei'Jo'ire,i       ,'^  :':!■  :>i 
But  even  of  thofe- doves  theflipptoy  rock'.         v 
Proves  &tal  ftiU  to  onei  for'whicll:the'Qoll.' 
8upplies  another,  left-thcjmmber^afl.:    '      '7 
No  fhip,  what  ftiip  foevcr  ther£  arri<res,     •  v 
Efcapes  them,  but  both' mariners  and  {Aaoks  'Sd 

Whelm'd  under  billows  of  ttie  Seep,  or,  :cai^ht 
By  fiery  tempefts,  fuddea  difappear. 
f  hofe  rocks  the  billow-deaving  bark  ilorie 
The  Argo,  furth«r'd  by  the  vows  of  idl, 
Pafs'd  fafdy,.  fiiliog  from  .ffiaeta's  iflej  8j 

Nor  fee  had  pafs'd,  but  furely  dalh'd  had  been 
On  thofe  huge,  rocks,  Iwitthat,  propitious  flill 
To  Jafon,  Juno  fpedher  iafe  along.  ,' 

Thefe  rocks  are  two;  one  Bfte  his  fummit  fliarp 
High  as  the  fpiKJous  heav'hs,  wrqtt  in  <!ua  doads     .    9a 
Perpetual,  wbidi  nor  autumn  fees  diQiets'd 
Nor  fummer,  for  the  fiin  Ihines  never  there ; 
Np  mortal  man  might  dimb  it  or  d«icend. 
Though  twice  ten.hands  and  twice  itta  feet  he,own?d,. 
For  it  is  levigated  aj  bj!  art. .  ;^  .;:  ■.;..;         ; .  '.■     ;  :.gs 
c.r  Down 
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Down  fcoop'd  to  Etebu9>  a  cavefti  drear 

Yawns  in  the  centre  of  its  weftem  fide ; 

Pafs  it,  renown'd  Ulyfles !  but  aloof 

So  far,  that  a  keen  arrow  finartly  fent 

Forth  from  thy  bark  ihould  fail  to  reach  thflKave.      too 

There  Scylla  dweUs,  and  thence  her  bowl  i»  heard 

Tremendous ;  ihrill  her  voice  is  as  the  note 

Of  hound  new-wbdjA),  biit  hideous  her  afpe£)v 

Such  as  no  mortal  man,  nor  evil  a  God         ' 

Encount'ring  her,  ihould  with  delig^  furvey.  S05 

Her  feet  are  twelve,  all  fore-feet ;  fix  tier  necks 

Of  .hideous  length,  each  clubbM  into  a  head 

Terrific,  and  each  head  with  fangs  is  arm'd 

In  triple  row,  thick-planted.  Sored  with  death. 

Plunged  to  her  middle  ia  the  hoBow  den  no 

She  lurks,  i)rotruding  from  the  black  abyfs 

Hei  heads,  with  wloch,  the  ravtiing  monfia  dives 

In<  queft  of  didphins,  do^filh,  or  of  prey 

More  bulky,  fuch  as  ia  the  roaring  gulphs 

Of  AmpMcWt*  wttfiout  end -abounds.    '      '  Hi 

It  is  no  feaman%  boaft  that-e'er  he  flipped      ■ 

Hfr  cavern  by^  ai^»nn'd>.    In  ev'ry  mouth 

She  bears  upcac^t  a  diariner  awbyt        '  ^  .  . ' 

The  other  rock,  Utyffis,  thou  ffi!alt  find   - 

Humbler,  atewi-4hot  only  fiotnthi-'firii;  titi 

On  this  a  wild  fig  grows  broad-kav'd,  and  here  '  '    ' 

Charybdis  dire  4ngutph«  the  fable  flood. 

Each  day  file  thnce  di^gprge^-  tml  ^h  day 
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Thrice  fwallows  it.-    Ah !  wdl-iforot^altfij.. beware 
What  time  (he  fwallowsi  that  thou  come  not  nigb;       1 1 J 
For  not  himfelf,  Neptune,  oomld  fnttch  thee  thence. : 
Clofe  paiSng  Scylla's  rock,  fiioM  fvift  thy  bark 
Peyond  it,  iioca  thelofs  of  fis.aloae  .     . 
Is  better  far  than  fliipwreck  mads  i(rf;  all. 

So  Circe  fpake,  to  whom  I  thus  replied.  130 

Tell  me,  QQodde6,  next;  and  ttltJnfe. true!       ' 
If,  chance,  from  fell  Charybdisri  efcapei    . 
May  I  not  ajfi)  fave  from  ScyiJa's  &ce«     ,  -    ' 
My  people,  (hould  thf  meinibir  thtetAei;)  thea  ? 

I  faici,  and  qui£k;t};iexQo^re>ii}iK(t^rt>>  ■■'35 

Unhappy!  can|,^SB!oi(S:awi!t9HS,ef  SCfIr  '       .1, 
Still  pleafe  theef,  yieW'ft  not  to  Jh*  Gods  thepifelveS? ; • 
She  is  no  mortal, .  btit  a  deathlele  jijeftj       ,       ' 
Impra£Ucable,  /Avage;  .|^tI^pfoaf.j     ■■]'..  .    ;  .•  «.-ij 

Defence  is  vain;  ^gjit  is.tl»!;fgle«tfiii*r«l!  ;;  ,!,.  -;  i^H 
For  Ihould'ft  thou  linger  putting  06  thy  anni.  Vi     ■ 
Befide  the  rock,  beware,  left  dstliiig  fcrth      ,  ■         ■).  ". ' 
Hernum'rous  heads,.ihe  fej(j,ei>vitl|,^^y.;TOaWtb''r  A  tC> 
A  Greecian,  and  "with  otters,  ev^o  Sk^,'  .•.  ■;■  ■  ,.(  1I 

Pafs  therefore  feJCt,;;and,p!^ng,!,'Jeild.wvo{l8l  r:  i  ■■.  1 14'^ 
Cratais,  mother  of  thjs  (Jagw<)fe(jn»nj,; ;/ /j  i  .  !  ■-,  ; 
Who  will  forbid  hertoaffail  (h^  flsjpe.  I  ,-/  01  r  :■  . ' T 
•i;bou,  next,  lhallre»cS)iThriH»taa,j-,ttort)s,-,thel)ee»«6liij  ' 
And  fatted  flpfjks  gjaae.Bvmj'wuSeftlijsSHtfj:  • .  ;  .!  r, 
Sev'n  herds;  as  many, flosk*:pf  (p»tff.Ss6xi'.  ■/„  :  rso 
Fifty  in  each;  -tljey  bcefd. n<^fe,in!Btb«rdiie,';  -  '  •(■ ;;  . 

'  •i'i'i  '  Nor 
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Kor  are  they  k^  by  tefi  than  Goddeifes, 

iai)apetia  fair,  and  Ph'aetbufa,  both  i 

By  nymph  Naeera  to  Hyperion  borne. 

Them,  foon  as  Ihe  had  train'd  them.to  an  age  i  j$ 

Proportion'd  to  that  charge,  their  mother  feM  ■  ^ 

Into Thrinacia,  thvre to  dwe)l  aqd  keep  ■■■■■■ 

Inviolate  their  father's  flocki  smd  rherds.  .  >     -    -  , 

If,  anxious  for  a  fafe  return,  thou  ipace 

Thofe  herds  and  flocka,  though.after  much4aduied>    'i6<r 

Ye  may  at  laft  yqur  ithaca-re^un;-    -  t 

But  fliould'ft  thou  violate  them,  I  foMteU-  ■■  --^ 

Pf£]|ruiftion  of  thy  (hip  and  of  thy  crew, 

And  though  thyfelf>  «fcape,  thou  (halt  return 

Late,  in  ill  plight,  and  aU>tby  friends  deftroy'd.  i6j 

She  ended,  and  the  golden  morning  davm'd.  ; 
Then,  all-divinst  her  graceful  fleps  ihe  tum'4  : 
B3^|(.  through  the  ifle,  and,  ^  the  beach  arrived, 
I  fummon'd  all  my  followers  to  afcend 
The  bark  again,  and  caft  the  hawfers  loofe.  170 

They,  at  my  voice,  .embarking,  fiH'd  in  ranks 
The  feats,  and  rowing,  threffa'd  the  hoary  flood. 
And  now,  melodious  Circe,  nymph  diving  - 
Sent  after  us  a  canvas-ftretchipg  tire^ee,         •  , 
Pleafant -companion  of  o^r,  courfei  and  w«  I7S 

(The  decks  and  benches  clea^'d) luntoiling  fxt,-: ,  .■ 
While  managed  gales  fped  fwift-the  barkaloBg. 
Then,  with  dqefted  hearty  tiius  I  began.         - 
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Oh  friends !  (for  it  is  needful  that  not  oae 
Or  two  alone  the  adnuinition  hear  tSo 

Of  Circe,  beauteous  projdietefs  divine) 
To  'all  I  fpeafc,  that  whether  we  efcape 
Or  perilh,  all  may  be,  at  leaft,  fbrewam'd. 
She  bids  us,  firft,  'awrid  the  dang'nms  fong    • 
Of  the  fweet  Srensaiid  their  flow*rjr  meads.  iSj 

Me  only  Ihe  permits  thofe  drains  (o  hear ; 
But-ye-fliall  bind  me  with  ooerdon  ftrohg 
Of  cordage  well-fecuredto  the  malt-foot. 
And  by  no  ftruggles  to  be  kxM'd  Of  mine. 
But  Ihould  I  fupplitate  to  be  releafed  190 

Or  give  fuch  otdeiv  then,  with  added  cords 
Be  it  your  part  M  bind  me  ilill  the  more. 

Thus  with  diftinA  precaution  I  prepared 
My  people ;  rapid  in  her  ceurie,  meantime, 
My  gallant  bark  approach'd  theSiren's  ifle,  J95 

For  brilk  and  favourable  blew  the  wind. 
Then  fell  the  Wind  fuddenly,  and  ferene 
A  breathlefs  calm  enfued,  while  all  around 
The  billows  flumber'd,' lull'd  by  pow'r  divine; 
IJp-fprang  ray  people,  and  the  folded  fails   •'        ■        ioo 
Bellowing  in  the  hold,  fat  to  their  oars, 
Which  with  their  poUlh'd  blades  whiteki'd  the  Deep. 
I,  then,  with  edge  of  fteel  Jev'jiuig  minute 

A  waxen  cake,  chafed  it  and  motddbd  it  

Between  ray  palms';  ere  Jong  the  diiftile  mafs  ioy 

Grew  warm,  obedient  to  that  ceafelefs  force. 

And 
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And  to  Hyperion's  all-pervading  beams. 

With  that  foft  liniment  I  fiU'd  the  eats 

Of  ,my  companions,  man  by  man,  and  they 

My  feet  and  arms  with  fiioDg  coercion  bound  »ip 

Of  cordage  to  the  maft-foot  well  fecored. 

Then  down  they  fat,and,  rowing,.  threfl^U  Che  btine,    ;\ 

But  when  with'  rapid  courfe  w©  had  arrived 

Within  fuch  diftance.  as  a  voice  may  reach,  -         '  ,     ■   : 

Not  unperceived  by  them  the  gliding  bark  ai'S 

Approach'd,  and,  thus,  harmonious  they  began. 

.  UlyflTes,  Chief  by  ev'ry  tongue  extoll'd, 
Achaia's  boaft,  oh  hither  fteer  thy  bark  ! 
Here  ftay  thy  courfe,  and  liflen  to  onr  lay  I 
Thefe  (hores  none.paffea  in  liis  feble.lhip  iap 

Till,  firft,  ihe  warblirigs  of  our  voice  he  hear, 
Then,  happier  hence  and. wiier  he  departs. 
Air  that  the  Greeks  endured,  and  all  the  ills 
Inflidled  by  the  Gods  on  Troy,  we  know, 
Know  all  that  pafles  on  the  boimdlefs  earth.  S75 

So  they  with  voices  fweet  Aeir  malic  poured 
Melodious  on  my  ear,  winning  with  eafe 
My  heart's  defire  to  lifien,  and  by  Ggns 
I  bade  my  people,  inftant,  fet  roe  free. 
But  they  incumbent  row'd,  and  from  their  feats  zjs 

Eurylochus  and  Petimedes  fprang 
With  added  cords  to  bind  me  ftill  the  more. 
This  danger  paft,  and  when  the  Sireij's.TOJpe,   •  ; 

Now  left  remote,  had  loft  its  pbw'r  to  charm, 

2  O  2  Then^ 
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Then,  my  companions  freeing  from  the  wax  ■B35 

Their  ears,  deliver'd  nlie  from  my  reifraint. 

The  ifland  left  afiff,  TooB'I-aifeemM 

«tfge  waves|«na  fmoke,  and' horrid  thund'rings  heard. 

All  fat  aghaft  ;■  forth  flew  at  once  the  bars 

From-  ev^  hand,  and  with  a  daflr  the'  waves  ■  2  40 

Smote  aU  tbgefheif ;  cheek'd,  thegalfcy  ftodd,     ■     -   '  ■  ' 

By  billow-fweeping  oars  no  longer  nrged, 

And  I,  throughout  the  bark,  man  after  mait 

Encouraged  all,  addrefling  thus  tny  crew.     ' 

We  meet  not,  now,  rery  friends,  our  firft  diftrefs.     245 
This  evil  is  not  greater  than  we  fbnnd 
When  the  huge  Cyclops  in  his  hollow  den 
Imprifon'd  us,  yet  even  thence  we  'icapedi 
My  intrepiffity  and  fertile  thought     •  ' 

Opening  the  way ;  anff  we  (hall  recoltea  tgo 

Thefe  dangers  alfo,  in  due  time,  with  joy. 
Come,  then — purfue  my  counfel.     Ye  your  feats 
StiH  occupying,  fmite  the  furrowy  flood 
With  well-timed  ftrokes,  that  by  the  wilf  of  Jove 
Wemayefcape,  perchance,  this  death,  feciire.  xgS 

To  thee  the  pUot  thus  1  fpeak,  (my  words 
Mark  thou,  for  at -thy  touch  the  rudder  iidvei) 
This  fmofcCj  and'theft  tamukuous  waves  avoid ;       "   ' 
Steer  wide  of  both ;  yet  with  an  eye  intent 
On  yonder  rocS;,l(^  unaware  thou  hold  •     '  460 

Too  near  a.  coirfe,  and  phinge  ns'into  harm. 

'  '   •■       ■      So 
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c   ;.SoI;  «ith'wka(eBdTias'9dI,<^qaidCr  ctndpUedy:  r '.':.' 
But  Scylla  I  as  yet  named:not,:,(tliat'woe      J  1  /     !■    . 
Without  a  cure)  teft^  tehi6e<U!  nay  ire*  i,  i  ;..■  , .  i'    V ! 
Should  aU;itmb&ite'tbieiii:«!Wvrand,ci»^d;lKl9Sil]  ^'  c  2&j 
Juft  then,  forgetful  o£  th'e>flfift.,coirimaiii.  ; 
Of  Circe  not^to.intpr.Iclaatb^^lineaU:    :  :;;..:    :  .■'■■  .<. 
In  radiant  armoucj..giafpld.';nraqaivViitg  l{icair4.',,> .  -  i  / 
And  to  the  dQct:aibaKled ^ac^he ptaar^i   I  chl  iijv  .  .'.:,, 
Expeftingearlveftlhotice  there,  wbattime     -i,  ■■:  '  ^/,  njio 
The  rockTbced  ScyUa^lhbuld  annoy  my  ^endsi.>i: ; 
rBvt  I  difcern'd  lud  not,' nor  cguld,  although.    >  .<;i  :.r    ^ 
To  wearintf5-:4f  fight  fee  duiky  lodt  '  ;    ;  '    ' 

I  vigilant  explorect     Thus,  Btony  »  gio4ni . . 
Heaving,  we  nav^teiJ  ft4  the  flEeight,  :'  i,      ■i.yj 

For  here  fto9i}iS«ylla,'wbile:Gharybdi9:thera:  i  'j 
-With  hoarfe  throat  deep  vafafoti>'d.>  the  briny  fioodk 
Oft  as  flie  vomited  the  deluge  fprthy  i 
Like  water  cauldron'd  o'er  a  furious  fliie  ; 
The  whSriJng Deepjalt  munuuifai  aijijthe  Bpny     v.'  480 
On  both:  Jjiofe  iocky  fumuaiti  fiUiin  fhow'is; 
Sat  when  Ihe  fuck'd  the  faltwbve  down  again. 
Then,  all  the  pool  appearU  wheeling  about  '  ' 

Withife  tJ»ft,rt>c*:»?hdlow!di  ;iad^t]ie^/ea.  \ 

Drawn  off  into  tha(  gulf* Jifdbfoi^toiview  •  aSj 

The  oozy  bottom.     U»i  pale  honor:  feized.  .1 

Ttojis,  dreading  death,  with  feft-fet- eyes  we  watch'd-. 
Charybdis ;  meantime,  Scylla  from  the  bark 
Caught  &  away,  the  brayett  of  my  friends.. 

With 
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With  eyb»i!fbatyniiicABat,.\tD^f.A^'ibiA  ilim  ■  \     490 
iletorted,  I  behddtheteS3,aTirilfflljn»'  :    • 
Of  thofe  whom  *e. upKfteddflithB  ?fri  '.  i!  •■  -  ''.■     -;■/. 
-Oa  me  tbcfldilivijciirff  namBOfthBlifttiaft  timel'  ^   ' '^  > 
Pronouncing  thentfin'^^agpojf'af-hei^rti.'''';  ■  ^    ■■'■:''     '■■' , 
As  when  from  fome:bald!(i<&ic'aiAopg-.1be  rtxks      '  dgTj 
The  anglffvwfth  lui-iagei-»o*.hillnB4j(  ■       •:    ;■. :   -t    '' 
Cafts  forth  his  bait1BD-fnardJthe'flAiH«a-:fr5r,.'-  ■:■'■  •■■    ■    '. 
■Ije  fwings  awaynhiMe'V'bis'giiaidM'lia^'. 
Then  jerks  Ms  gWptag:iBoy  HtttrfnJmflifc'Dtejii'     '  •' 
So  Scylla  tliet^raifcatgiW^ngto-^htrroifltT'  .'    :     U  '  j<h) 
And  at  her  cavern's  iwntJs'dOTauPdjfhetrftoadii' 
Shrieking,  andJftretclJifffnRJtth  to!  the  theJf'armt-        i    '■ 
:Ip-iign  of  hopelefs'mi^pji  '"Nt^ftl-  tfeheld'     '    '        '  V  '•'• 
Thefe  eyes  inril  the'ftas  tlf4t'!:h«verh»«n*,  ■■    •  '     '  -i    . 
A  fight  ibpKeqnsjcnotiih' aU'Sthy  toil!.'    •■■  365 

From  Scylla  and  Ch^tidis  ditfe  elcapedf'  '   -         > 

We  reach'd  the  noMt  idahd'of  Hie  SVm  " 
Ere  long,- wbftreM^  H^perioift  t>eaiit«As  h(W«  ■ 
Broad-fronted  gtazed, 'aridiliiiJweB-battfen'd  fltxats. '    '  ■    • 
I,  in  the  bai^  and  on'thefta^'the  Voice    '  '    316 

Of  oxen  bellowing. in  hove&'h^ardi' 
And  of  loud  blea^g?ihelsp>;  jVcndii&pp'dthe  vntord  :' 
Into  my  memory ;of,tIie:fighaeft  Sew,  ■  ;        ' 

Theban  Tirefias,  aridlthe  caption  ftfia 
.  Of  CiiSei  roy  jEaommoniirifs;  '     ■         '•     31^ 

f  They  pajled  the  line  through  a  pipe  «f  horn,  to  fccwe  it  agaijiA  th«  fijkcs'  bite. 

Who 
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Who  with  fucb  fotc*  hadttratiotv'd'iiae-te  s^vM     - 
XJie  iiland  of  thc'SuB^  joyo*  ntatiUM-                -^-   ' 
Thus  tbentomycompaoiosei- ti4>  I'ip*](e 

Hear  ye,  my  fUfindi  i-altUsagh'  kmg-time  diKreiaVi, 
The  wohis  prophetic  «f-  the' Tfiftban  fees     '   .     •  -  '•   3»oi 
And  of  .XsaaOtca,  iKti6&'(uMt<»    -■■'■/ 
Was  oft  repeated  ts  me,  tv  avoidi^  -      '  <  ' 

This  ifland  of  the  Sun>:j«7  Ot~mta1Sn9. 
There,  laid  the  GOddefi,  dread  y^ur  beavieft  wbei,: 
Pafs  the  IQe,  therefere,  fctiddkig  fwift  away.  3x5 

I  ceafed ;  they  roe  with  oonftsmatioa  heard, ' 
And;  harihly  Unas  fiorylochas  replied. 

Ulyfles,  ruthlefe  Ct^f .'  no  toils  impair 
Thy  ftrengtb,  of  feoietefi  iran  thon  art  fono'd. 
Who  thy  con^wnftMM  weary  and  rfirwatch'd  330 

Forbidd'ft  toldtfonbiik  «a  &m  &az  ifie. 
Where  now,  at  laft,:  we  mi^kt. with  ea&  reg;^b. 
Thou,  ra(h,  conmiand'a  us,  Ifeavingit  afer. 
To  roam  aB  night  the  Ocaatfb  <^waFy  wafte ; 
But  windt.to;fllips.inJuiiiou»  fjaing  by  night,  335 

/*And  bow  IhaU  ^e;jefbap»  i  dieadAitdeath 
If,  chance,  a  fiidden  guftfroav  South  arife 
Or  flonny  Weft,  cbat  daib  in  pdees-oft 
The  veffelyoiren  in  theQods-<fei^gbt-?'  - 
Prepare  we  rather  .qow,  as  nigbCcsjisiASi  -  '3-4O' 

'  Our  evening  iarei  betfide  the  labk  barl^ 
Id  which  at.  peep  of  day  we  may  again 
liannch  forth  iecnie  iptottht  <>atiniSe&  flosi£.   '    -  ' 
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He  ceasM„W:hi»m-*:applJi»d*il.-i:  The*  UsAe* 
Thatforrowby  the.iftfiiajfi  4iv^rfe^»v'«:;  .     ■  34$ 

Approach'd,  amVin  \«mg'4  apfMts  tlj«s^liyi«d...v...      .: . 

9'et-ruled  by  numJ)OT.,i;CFin9('th»0>-  <w«^Te;aIl .     -ui : 
A  folemn  oath,  that  fhgslU} flvs iifld  ^(Kerdr ..: '.  :  .  i  r.. 
Or  num'Fpus  flock,  none  hK!<e.SuiUf«Mi«'i(fasq» ':  i^j  350' 
Or  bullock  flay,  bgrnaffif#teipnp(f^n?.:  ':  cr.'J   '.o  Irr'Ai  ^:  . 
Seduced,  tt^t  iha^l  f)ie  yimi^  etit  96lnMn6)  ■  I)  I  ii^t  ,■>■.■  '.  - 
Wliich  from  wionaprfal  ?if f qrwe  ftsceiveU..'    ?  ,•  T;;  c  !.'    '■ /l 

I  fpake;^(ifey  readily  ?  fplesiBOsthrr  ■;■   ■!  :'.::■'■ 
Sware  all,  and  when. (!hgirjM^fei«^^tJriiK(»q,',r:    ^  SSi- 
Within  a  creek  Aj^h.^jg;^ fr^fli, fojitntala  rofl:.!ii;r  ^^ '.  . .  I' 
They  mooted  the,  barki,jnd,iffuiogi,.fe*gio  y.  1    )..  .  \-  -' 
Btiik  preparation  of  their  evening  cheer;--  ^j  •;  ':     . 
But  when  nor  hungCTH9W  tujr  ^irftii:<|>]aiUfdL :  .'.         :    I 
Unfated,  recoUefliiig^  thpn,3«beir:  frieqfc;  '_.-.  ,:.    .1  -.366' 
By  Scylla  feized  and  ;at  Aer  caije  dprour'-dj  .  <:' 

They  moum'd,  nor  ceiufe4  to  nooutn  them,  tiU  they  flept.  . 
The  night's  tl^ird  ppi^ion  cftifteywheHinowtheftara  ;..  i;.  - 
Had  travers'd  the  mid.ftjj^ioijd-gath'her  Jove   .        :   - .    *< 
Call'd  forth  a  vehement-wiijd  lyjtji  tempeft  charged,   '36  j' 
Menacing  earth  and  &a  wi^i  ptchy.  clouds 
Tremendous,  and  thf;  night.  fdD  dark  from  heav'h.  . 
l^utwhen  Aurora,  daja^^  q{  th^day,-!  '' 

Loc^'d  rofy  forth,  we  hBled,^  drawn  Iflliifid  nSore,'  ' 

Our  bark  into  a  grot,  where  pyjqph^.were  wopt  '  '  370 
Graceful  to"  tr34,^?;!jiB}Bj!,do»itp<iBBofc^j.;  —  io.  i..  f.t 
r:{  Convening 
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CJonvening  theti  my  friends,  I  thus  began.      ;  :       ; ' 

My  friends !  food  fails  us  not,  but  bread  is  yet 
And  wine  on  board.     AMlain  we  from  the  herds,  ;  ' 

Left,  harm  enfue ;  for  ye  behold  the  flocks  ,  37.5; 

And  herds  of  a  moft  potent  God,  the  Sun ! 
Whofe  eye  and  watchful  ear  none  may  elude.  '   ' 

So  faying,  I  fway'd  the  gen'rous  minds  of  aU. : 
A  month  compete  the  South  wind  ceafelefs. blew,  :  / 

Nor  other  wind  blew  next,  fave  Eaft  and  South  380 

Yet  they,  while  neither  food  nor  rofy  wine 
Fail'd  them,  the  herds  harm'd  not,  through  fear  to  die.  . 
Bat,  our  provifians  failing,  they  emplpy'd 
Whole  days  in  fearch  ipf  food,  daring  With  hooks 
Birds,  filhes,  of  what  kind  foe'er  they  might,  385 

By  famine  urged.     I  foUtary  roam'd 
Meantime  the  ifle,  feeking  by  pray'r  to  move 
Some  God  to  Hiew  us  a  deliv'rance  thence. 
When,  roving  thus  the  ifle,  I  had  at  length 
Left  all  my  crew  remote,  laving  my  hands  390 

Where  flielter  warm  I  found  from  the  rude  blaft, 
*I  fupplicated  ev'ry  Pow'r  above; 
But  they  ray  pray'rs  anfwer'd  with  flumbers  foft 
Shed  o'er  my  eyes,  and  with  pernicious  art 
Eurylochus,  the  while,  my  friends  harangued.  395 

My  friends !  afiliiSled  a^  yftare,  yet  hear  : 
A  fellow-fufPrer.     Death,  hqwever  caufed. 
Abhorrence  moves  in  mifprable  man. 
But  death  by  famine; is  a  fate  of  ^ 
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Moft  to  be  feai'd.     Cdme-^let  us  hither  drive  400 

And  &crifice  to  the  Immoital  Pow'rs 

The  beft  of  all  the  oocen  of  the  Sun, 

Refolying  thus — that  foon  as  we  Ihall  reach 

Our  native  Ithaca,  we  will  erefi 

To  bright  Hyperion  aa  illi^faioias  fane,  405 

Which  With  magnificent  and  nurn'rous  gifts 

We  will  enrich.     But  ihould  he  diufe  to  fink 

Our  veflel,  for  his  fiately  beeves  incenfed. 

And  ihould,  with  him,  all  heav'n  confpre  out  death, 

I  latfatr  had  with  open  mouth,  at  once,  41a 

Meeting  the  billows,  perilh,  than  by  flow 

And  pining  wafte  here  in  this  defert  ijle. 

So  fpake  Eurylochnt,  whom  all  approved. 
Then,  driving  all  the  fatteft  of  the  herd 
Few  paces  only*  (for  the  facred  beeves  415 

Grazed  rarely  dilUnt  from  the  bark)  they  flood'  j 
CompafBng  them  around,  and,  gralpfng  each 
Green  foliage  newly  pluck'd  from  fapUngs  tall, 
(For  barley  none  in  all  our  bork  retnain'd) 
Worlhipp'd  the  Gods  in  pray^,     Pray'r  made,  they  flew 
And  flay'd  them,  and  the  thighs  with  double  fat         411 
Invefting,  fpread  them  o'er  with  flices  crude. 
No  wine  had  they  with  which  to  confecrate        " 
The  blazing  rites,  bnt  with  libation  poor 
Of  water  hallow'd  the  interior  part-Si    '  425 

Now,  when  the  thighs  were  burnt,  and  each  had  ihared 
His  portion  of  the  maw,  and  when  the  reft 
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Aililalh'd  and  fcarBd  hung  Toa&mg  at  the  fire,      '  . 

Sleep,  in  that  moment^  fuddenly  my  efa 

Forfaking,  to  the  Ihore  I  bent  my  way.  430 

But  ere  the  Aatioti  of  our  bark  I  reach'd, 

The  fav'ry  fteam  greeted  me.     At  the  fcent 

I  wept  aloud,  and  to  the  Gods  exdaim'd. 

Oh  Jupiter,  and  all  ye  Pow'ts  E^re!    ' 
With  cruel  {[tep  and  6ual  ye  have  lull'd  43  s 

My  cares  to  reft,  fdch  honible  ofience 
Meantime  my  rafli  companions  have  deviftd. 

Then,  flew  long-ftoled  Lampetia-ls  the  Son   ' 
At  once  With  tidingt  of  bis  flaughter'd  heeves,     -  ' 
And  he,  incenfed,.  Che  Immortal  thus  addrefs'd.'  44* 

Jove,  and  ye  evsriafiing  Pow'rs  divine ! 
Avenge  me  inftant  on' the,  crew  profane    ■•  ■   ••' 

Of  Laertiades ;  UlyffesT  fnends :  <  ■  :  '   ■'■    .       1  -    : .  ;  ■  /. 
Have  dared  to  flay  my  beestes,' which  I  with  joy 
Beheld,  both  when  I  dimb'd  the  Aarry  lieav'ns,  445 

And  when  to  earth  1  iloped  my. «  weflring  wheels,'' 
But  if  they  yield  me  not  amercement  due 
And  honourable  for  my  lofi,  to  Hell 
I  will  defcend,  and  give  the  gbofit  my  beams. 

Tb^  thus  fhe  claud-a&mblei-.iGod  replied.  450 

Sun!  fliinie  thou  ftill  oa  &e  Immonhl.pow're,:   - 
And  on  the  teemiog  earth,  &ai]:  man's  abode. 
My.  candent  bolts  can  in  « tasnoent  reach 
And  fplit  their  flyi3Bg  balk  in  die  ttidr&a. 

»  P  a  Thefe 


,  Google 


«ja  HOME.R's     ODYSSEr.  Book  XII. 

Thefe  things  Calypfo  told  me,  taught,  herfelf,         455 
By  heraM  Hermes,  as  ihe  oft  affirro'd. 
I ,  But  when,  defcending.  to  the  fliore,  I  reach'd 
At  length  my  bark,  with  alpaSt  ftem  and  tone 
I  reprimanded  them,  yet  no  redrefs 
Could  frame,  or  remedy — the  beeves  wei«  dead.         460 
Soon  follow'd  figns  portentous  fent  from  heav'n. 
TJie  fkins  all  crept,  and  on  the  fpits  the  Beth 
Both  roaft  and  raw  bellow'd,  as  with  the  voice 
Of  living  beeves.     Thus  my  devoted  friends 
Driving  the  fatteft  oxen  of  the  San,  .  .  465 

Feafted  fix  days  entire;  but  wheh  the  fevlath  ..    • 

By  mandate  of  Saturnian  Jove  appeared. 
The  ftorm  then  ceafed  to  rage,  and  we,  again 
Embarking,  Jauncb'd  our. galley,  reared  the  maft,      .'  :  V 
And  gave  our  unfurrd  canvas  to  the  wind.  .    470 

The  iQand  left  afar,  and  ether  land  ■■.,:'■ 

Appealing  none,  but  flcy  alone  and  fea,    •.  •. 

Right  o^r  the  hollow  bark  Saturnian  Jove  ■-..^ 

Hung  a  cserulean  doud,  dark'ning  the  Deep. 
Not  tong  my  veffel  ran,  for,  blowing  wild,  '  4^5 

Now  came  fljrill  Zephyrus ;  a  ftormy  guft 
Snapp'd  flieer  the  Ihrouds  on  both  fides;  backward  fen 
Themaft,  and  with  loofe  tackle  ftrew'd  the  hoW ;        .    ' 
Striking  the  jalot  in  the  ftem,  it  crufh'd 
His  fcuU  together;  he  a  diver's  plunge  480 

Made  downward,  and  his  noble  fpiiit  fled. 
Meantime,  Jove  thund'ring,  hurl'd  into  the  (hip 

His 
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His  bolts ;  ftie,  finitten  by  the  fires  of  Jove, 

Quaked  all  her  length ;  with  fulphur  fill'd  flie  reeVdj 

And  o'er  her  fides  headlong  my  people  plunged  485 

Like  feil-mews,  interdifled  by  that  ftroke 

Of  wrath  divine- to  hope  their  country  more. 

But  I,  the  veflel  ftill  paced  to  and  fro, 

Till,  fever'd  by  the  bcift'rous  Waves,  her  fides 

Forfook  the  keel  ndw  lefl  to  float  alone.^.  490- 

Snapp'd  where  it  join'd  the  keel  the  malt  had  fill'n, 

But  fell  encirded  with  a  leathern  brace. 

Which  it  retain'd ;  binding  with  this  the  maft- 

And  keel  together,  on  them  both  I  fat> 

Borne  helplefs  onward  by  the  dreadful  gale.  495, 

And  now  the  Welt  fubfided,  and  the  South 

Arofe  inftead,  with  misery  charged^for  me. 

That  I  might  meafure  back  my  courfe  again. 

To  dire  Charybdis.     All  night  bng  I  drove. 

And  when  the  fun  arofe,  at  Scylla's  rock  50O1 

Once  more,  and  at  Charybdis'  gulph  arrived. 

It  was  the  time  when  Ihe  abforb'd  profound 

The  briny  flood,  but  by  a  wave  upborne 

]  feized  the  branches  fall  of  the  wild-fig*. 

To  which,  bat-like,  I  clung  ^  yet  where  to  fis  ■         gag 

My  foot  fecure  found  not,  or  where  to  afcend. 

For  diftant  lay  the  roots,  and'  diftant  fliot 

The  largeft  arms  en&  into  the  air, 
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O'erfliadowing  all  Charybdjs ;  therefore  hard 

I  clench'd  the  boughs,  till  (he  difgorg'd  again  510 

Both  keel  and  maft.     Not  nndefired  by  me 

They  came,  though  late ;  for  at  what  hour  the  judge. 

After  deciiioni' made  of  num'ncnis  ftrifes'*' 

Between  young  candidates  for  honour,  leaves 

The  forum  for  refrefhment*  fake  at  home,  515 

Then  was  it  that  the  mafl:  arid  keel  emerged. 

Deliver'd  to  a  voluntary  fall, 

Faft  by  thofe  beams  I  dalh'd  into  the  flood. 

And  feated  on  them  both,  with  oary  palms 

ImpelI'd  them ;  nor  the  Sire  of  09ds  and  men  jao 

Permitted  Scylla  to  difcern  me  more, 

£Ue  had  I  periih'd  by  her  fangs  at  lift. 

Nine  days  I  floated  thence,  and,  on  the  tenth 

Dark  night,  the  Gods  convey'd  me  to  the  ifle 

Ogygia,  habitation  of  divine  ca'j 

Calypfo,  by  whofe  hofpitable  aid  . 

And  afiiduity,  my  ftrength  revived.  > 

But  wherefore  ihis?  ye  have  already  leamM  '      ■     ' 

That  hift'ry,  thou  and  thy  illuftrious  fpbufe ; 

I  told  it  yefterday,  and  hate  a  taie  5  30 

Qnoe  amply .toldt  Aen,  needlel^  traced  again. 

*  He  hid  tberdbre  beU  by  th«  fig-tree  from  fun-rife  ^liU  afte^nooo. 
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Ulyfles,  having  finifhed  hh  oamtive,  and  icceived  addhiooal 
prefents  from  the  Phxacianft,  embarks  j  he  is  conveyed  inim  ileep 
to  Ithaca,  and  in  his  fleep  is  landed  on  that  iiland.  The  ihip  that 
carried  him  is  in  her  return  transformed  by  Neptune  to  a  rock. 

Minerva  meets  him  on  the  Ihore,  enables  him  to  recoiled  his 
country,  which,  'till  enlightened  "by  her,  he  believed  to  be  a  country 
Ybange  to  him,  and  they  concert  together  the  means  of  deftroying 
the  fuitors.  The  Goddefs  then  r^airs  to  Sparta  to  call  thence 
Telemachus,  and  Ulyiles,  by  her  aid  difguifcd  like  a  beggar,  pro- 
ceeds toward  the  cottage  of  Emnxus. 
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XIII. 


HE  ceas'd ;  the  whole  aflembly  filent  fat, 
Charm'd  into  ecftacy  with  his  difcourfe 
Throughout  the  twilight  hall.     Then,  thus  the  King. 

Ulyffes,  fince  beneath  my  brazen  dome 
Sublime  thou  haft  arrived,  like  woes,  I  tnift. 
Thou  Ihalt  not  in  tby  voyage  hence  fuftain 
By  tempefts  toft,  though  much  to  woe  inured. 
To  you,  who  daily  in  my  palace  quaff 
Your  princely  meed  of  gen'nras  wine  and  hear 


The 


,  Google 


:9<  HOMER'S     ODYSSEY.  Book  XIII. 

Tlie  &cred  bard,  my  pleafqre  thus  I  fpeak.  lo 

The  robes,  wrought  gold,  and  all  the  other  gifts 

To  this  our  gueft,  by  the  Phaeacian  Chiefs 

Brought  hither  in  the  fumptuous  coflfer  lie. 

But  cume— prefent  y^  to.the  ftranger,  each. 

An  ample  tripod  alfo,  with  a  vafe  15 

Of  fmaller  fize,  for  which  we  will  be  paid 

By  public  impoft;  for,  the  charge  df  all 

Exceffive  were  by  one  alone  defray'd; 

So  fpake  Alcinous,  and  his  colinlel  pleaied  ; 
Then,  all  retiring,  fought  reppfe  at  home.  29 

But  when  Aurora,  daughter  of  the  dawn, 
LoQk.'d  rofy  forth,  each  haft«d  to  the  bark 
With  his  illuihious  prefent,  which  the  niight 
Of  Xing  Alcinoijs,  who  him&lf  her  fides 
Afcended,  fafe  beneath  the  feats  bellowed,  15 

Left  it  fcould  harm  or  hinder,  while  he  toil'd 
In  rowing,  fome  Pheeacian  of  the  crew. 
The  palace  of  Alcinoiis  feekirig  next. 
Together,  thty  prepared  i  new  regale. 

For  them,  in  facrifice,  the  *  facred  might  30 

Of  King  Alcinoiis  flew  an  ox  to  Jo^-e 
Saturnian,  cloud-girt  governor  of  all, 
'  The  thighs  with  fire  prepared,  all  glad  partook    '  ' 

The  noble  feaft-,  meantime,  the  bard  divine      " 
Sang,  fweet  Deoiodocus,  the  people's  joy.  35 


*  'itfst  ftat!  AAxiWXff. 
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But  ofi  UlylTes  to  tl^e  radiant  fun  >■ 

Turn'd  wiftful  eyst,  apxiou;  for  bis  dfdiiWi 

Nor  longer,  now,  patient  of  duU  dsiay. 

As  wfcw  feme  Uungrr  fwwn  wboft  fable  twaro*    : 

Have  through  the  tfilvK  drjggM  i)j»  pofid'fow  rt<Wf      4' 

All  day,  the  letting  fun  views  with  deUght 

Fx)r  fupper"  fake,  which  with  tir'4  fe*t  h?  iae^ 

So  welcome  (q  Ulyffes'  «y«&  appeaiH}  •; 

The  fun-fet  q{  tJvit  ews  direfling.  th«s» 

His  fpeech  to  maritime  Phgeacta's  foas,  4S 

But  to  Alcinous  chieAyi  th«9  b»  faid* 

Alcihous,  o'er  Phseaci^'s  reala*  fuiKeine ! 
Libation  made,  4ifroi&  3re  ma  i9  peace, 
And  farewei)  all )  fyr  wMi  I  vrifll'd,  I  h^v«| 
CondoiStors  hence,  ^ad  honpurable  ^As  '    5<l 

With  which  heav'n  ptofper  nje  I  iind  n8»y  th«  Gqds 
Vonchfafe  to  me,  at  my  retunii  V>  Sn4 
All  fafe,  my  fpotlefi  confoft  and  ray  frif nds ! 
May  ye,  whom  here  I  l^ave,  gladden  yguif  >vive$ 
And  fee  your  children  Weft,  and  i»«y  tjte  pew'r^  Si 

Immortal  with  ^  good  enridi  y qi»  b)H  .   ,    • 

/Ind  from  calamity  prefervq  the  tend ! 

He  ended,  tbey  twDnKBOoifi,  hJK  fpeech    , 
Applauded  loud,  and  b«4e  difffi^  ^e  gueft        '     , 
Who  had  fo  wtf«ly  fppkoi  and  fi)  w«U.  6ij 

Then  thus  Aldntmt  to  his  bexald  fpake. 
,    Pontonoiis!  chaiging  high  the  besl^er,  bear     , 
To  ev'ry  gueft  bencatb  ear  rgpf  the  ime, 

a  Q  That, 
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That,  prayf  preferr'd  to  the  eternal  Sire,    ■ 

We  may  difmifs  our  inmate  to  his  home.  65 

Then,  bore  PoHt6nous  to  evVy  gueft 
The  brimming  cup;  they,  where  they  {at,  perform'd 
Libation  due ;  but  the  illiiftrious  Chief 
Ulyfles,  from  his  feat  atifing,  placed 
A  mafly  goblet  in  A'reta's  hand,  70 

To  whom  in  accents  wing'd;  grateful,  he  faid. 

Farewell,  O  Queen,  a  long  farewell,  'till  age 
Anive,  and  death,  the  appointed  lot  of  all! 
I  go ;  but  be  this  peo^e,  aiid  the  King 
Alciaous,  and  thy  progeny,  thy  joy  7S 

Yet  many  a  year  beneath  this  glorious  roof! 

So  faying,  the  Hero  through  the  palace-gate 
Iffiied,  whom,  by  Alcinoiis'-  command. 
The  royal  herald  to  his  veffel  led. 

Three  maidens  alfb  of  Areta's  triifi  80 

His  fteps  attended ;  one, '  the  robe  well-bleach'd 
And  tunic  bore ;  the  corded  cofler;  orfe; 
Afld  food  the  third, 'With  wihe;bf  crimfon  hue. 
Arriving  where  the  gallty  rode,  each  gave 
Her  charge  to  fome  brave  mariner  on  board,  85 

And  all  was  fafely  ftow'd. '  Msantime  were  fpread 
Linen  and  arras  on  Qi^  deck  ^ftei'n, 
For  his  fecure  repofe.  '  AhSnow  the  Chief 
Himfelf  embarking,  filehtlSy'd  him  down. 
Then,  ev'ry  rower  to  his  bench  repair'd ;  9s 

They  drew  the  lObftn'd  teAte  from  its  hold 
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la  the  (trill'd  rock)  and,  refupine)  at  once 

With  lufty  ftrokes  uptum'd  the  flafhing  waves. 

Hw  eye-lids,  foon,  deep,  falling  as  a  dew,   .  '  :■ 

Clofed  faft,  death's  fimular,  in  fight  the  fame.      ■■'  '■  9S 

She,  as  fqur.-barnefs'd  ftallions  o'er  the  plain  , 

Shooting  together  at  the  fcourge's  ftroke,  - 

Tofs  high  their  manes,  and  rapid  fcour  along,   ;      ,     ,  •    - 

So  mounted  live  the  waves,  while  dark,  the  flpqd 

RoU'd  after  her  of  the  rdbundiog  Deep.  -  t  oo 

Steady  Ihe  ran  and  fafe,  palling  in  fpeed 

The  falcon,  fwifteft  of  the.  fowls  of  heav'n ; 

With  fuch  rapjdity  flie  cut  the  wave;. 

An  Hero  bearing:  li)Le.  t^Q  Oods  abqve 

In  wirdom,.one  £jinuUar,'loBg  with  woe*  105 

In  fight  fuftain'd,  and  on  the  perilous  flood. 

Though  fleeping  now  ferenely,  and  refign'd 

To  fweet  oblivion  of  allforrow  paft. 

The  brighteft  ftar  of  heav'n,  precurfor  chief 

Of  day-fpring,  now  arofe,  when  at  the  ifle  no 

(Her  voyage  foon  perform'd)  the  bark  arrived. 

There  is  a  port  fap;ed  in;  Ithaca 
To  Phorcys,  hoary  antient  of  the  Deep, 
Form'd  by  converging  Ihqres,  prpininent  both 
And  both  abrupt,  whjcb  from  the  fpacipus  bay  115 

Exclude  all  boift'rous  wiii^ ;  within  it,  Ihips 
(The  port  once  gain'd)  uncabled  ride  feciire. 
An  olive,  at  the  haven's  head,  expands 
Her  branches  wide,  near  to  a  plei^ant  cave 

i  Q  I  Umbrageous, 
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UmbrageoBS,  to  dte  nynftphi  <levoted  nuned  1 1« 

The  Naiads.    In  that  care  beakers  of  ftone' 
And  jars  are  feea;  bees  lodge  their  honey  there; 
Atad  there,  ^m  fleader  'QaDifies  of  the  rod^ 
The  nymphs  tof  rivers  weave  their  wondVousrobei. 
Perennial  fprings  "vater  it,  and  it  fho\rs  isj, 

A  twofold  entrance;  ingrefi-one  afibrds 
To  mortal  inan,  which  Northward  looks  diteft, 
!Ri<  holier  is  the  Sonthem  far ;  by  that 
No  mortal  enters,  but  the  Gods  alone. 
Familiar  with  that  port  before,  they  pn(hM  i  J9> 

The  veffel  in ;  Ihe,  rapid,  plow's  the  fands 
With  half  her  keel,  liich  rowers  arged  her  on. 
DHcending  from  the  well-bencb'd  bsrk  aihore. 
They  lifted  forth  Ulyffes  firft,  with  all 
His  fplendid  couch  complete,  then,  layM  him  down     135 
Still  wrapt  in  balmy  flnmber  on  the  fands. 
His  treafures,  next,  by  Hie  Phseacian  Chiefs 
At  'his  departure  given  him  as  the  meed 
Due  to  his  wtfdom,  at  the  oliv^  foot  - 
They  heap'd,  without  the  road,  left,  white  he  ilept,     140 
Some  paffing  traveBer  fliould  rifle  them. 
Then  homeward  thence  ibej  fpei.     Nor  Ocetoi's  God 
IBs  threats^  f<»rgot  denounced  againft  divine 
-  PyOes,  but -with  Jove  *us  firft  adfvifed. 

Eternal  Sire  V  I  ftjall  no  longer  (hare  145 

Refpe£t  and'  reverence  ambng  the  GodS, 
Snce,  now,  Hxasacia'S  mortd  race  have  <«asy 

To. 
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To  honour  me,  tlumgli  fiom  tnyfelf  derived. 

It  was  my  puipofe,  that  by  muty  an  iU 

Harrafs'd,  Ulyfles  Haotdd  have  seach'd  his  home,  I5<» 

Although  to  iatercept  him»  whofe  return 

lli^felf  had  promis'd,  ne'er  was  my  intent. 

But  him  faft-fleejnng  fwiftly  o'er  the  waves 

They  have  <condvi£ted,  and  have  fet  him  down 

In  Ithaca,  with  conntlefs  gifts  enrich'd,  155 

With  brafs,  and  tifliied  raiment,  and  with  gold ; 

Much  treafure  t  mote  than  he  had  home  convey'd 

Even  had  he  arrived  with  all  his  Ihare 

Allotted  to  him  of  the  fpoils  of  Troy. 

To  whom  the  cIond-aflembleT  God  replied.  160 

What  haft  thou  fpoken.  Shaker  of  the  Ihores, 
Wide-ruling  Neptune !  Fear  not  j  thee  the  Godft 
Will  ne%r  delp^ ;  dangerous  were  the  deed 
To  caft  diflionour  on  a  God  by  birth 
More  antient,  and  more  potent  far  than  they.  165 

But  if,  profanely  ralh,  a  mortal  man 
:%ould  dare  to  flight  thee,  to  avenge  the  wrong 
Some  future  day  Is  *ver  in  thy  powV. 
AccompUfh  all  thy  pleafun,  <bou  art  fi:ee. 

Him  anfwer'd,  then,  the  Shaker  of  the  ifaores.  170; 

Jove  doud-enthronedl  that  pleafnre  Iwcmld  fooa 
Perfoim,  as  thou  haA  <aid,  but  that  I  watch 
Thy  mind  continual,  fearM  to  efiend. 
My  purpofe  is,  now  to  deftroy  amid 
The  dreary  tleep  yon  fair  Hieadan  bark,  17-5; 
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Return'd  from  fafe  conveyance  of  her  freight ; 
So  ftiall  they  waft  fuch  wand'rers  home  no  more, 
And  ihe  ihall  hide  their  city,  to  a  rock 
Transform'd  of  mountainoiis  o'erfhadowing  Cze. 

Him,  then,  Jove  anfwer'd,  gath'rer  of  the  clouds.      i8a 
Perform  it,  O  my  brother,"  and  the  deed 
Thus  done,  ftiall  beft  be  done-^What  time  the  people 
Shall  from  the  city  her  approach  defcry, 
Fix  her  to  ftone  transform'd,  but  ilill  in  Ihape 
A  gallant  bark,  near  to  the  ccnft,  that  all  i8j 

May  wonder,  feeing  her  transform'd  to  ftone 
Of  fize  to  hide  their  city  from  the  view. 
,     Thefe  words  once  heard,  the  Shaker'of  the  ihores 
Inflant  to  Scheria,  maritime  abode 

Of  the  Phaeacians,  went.     Arrived^  he  watch'd.  150 

And  now  the  flying  bark  full  near  approacH'd, 
When  Neptune,  meeting  her,  with  out-fpread  palm 
Deprefs'd  her  at  a  ftroke,  and  Ihe  became 
Deep-rooted  ftone.     Then  Neptune  went  his  way. 
Phseacia's  iliip-ennobled  fons  meantime  1^5 

Conferring  ftood,  and  thus,  in  accents  win^'d, 
Th' amazed  fpefiator  to  his  fellow  fpake. 

Ah !  who  hath  fudden  cheeky  the  veffel's  courfe 
Homeward  ?  This  moment  Oie  Was  Sll  in  view. 

Thtis  they,  nnconfcious  of  the  caufe,  to  whoni        aoo 
Al'cinoiis,  inftrufling  them,  replied.  ' 

Ye  Gods !  a  prophecy  now  ftrikes  my  mind 
With  force,  my  father's.     He  was  wont  to  fay — 

Neptune 
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Neptune  refents  it,  that  we  fafe  conduA 

Natives  of  ev'ry  regioa  to  their  home.  405 

He  alfo  fpake,  prophetic,  of  a  day 

When  a  Phaeacian  gallant  bark,  return'd, 

After  conveyance  of  a  ftranger  hence, 

Should  perilh  in  the  dreary  Deep,  and  changed. 

To  a  huge  mountain,  cover  all  the  town.  210 

So  fpake  my  father,  all  whofe  words  we  fee. 
This  day  fulfill'd.     Thus,  therefore,  aft  we  all 
Unanimous ;  henceforth  no  longer  bear 
The  ftranger  home,  when  fuch  ihall  here  arrive; 
And  we  will  facrifice,  without  delay,  »IS 

Twelve  chofen  bulls  to  Neptune,  if,  perchance. 
He  will  commiferate^us,  and  forbear 
To  hide  our  town  behind  a  mountain's  height. . 

He  fpake,  they,  terrified,  the  bulls  prepared. 
Thus  all  Phaeacia's  Senators  and  Chiefs  220 

His  altar  compalfing,  in  pray'r  adored 
The  Ocean's  God.     Meantime,  Ulyfles  woke, 
Unconfcious  where;  ftretch'd  on  his, native  foil 
He  lay,  and  knew  it  not,  long-time  exiled. 
For  Pallas,  progeny  of  Jove,  a  cloud  -  215' 

Drew  denfe  around  him,  that,  ere  yet  agnized 
By  others,  he  might  wifilom  team  from  her, . 
Neither  to  citizens,  nor  yet  to  friends 
Reveal'd,  nor  even  to  his  own  efpoufed, 
Till,  firft,  he  ibould  avenge  complete  his  wrongs         250 
Domeftic  from  thofe  fuitors  proud  fuftained. 

An 
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All  objeiSs,  therefore,  in  the  Hero's  eyas 
Seetn'd  alien,  foot-paths  long,  commodions  ports, 
Heav'n-climhing  rocks,  and  trees  of  ampieft  growth. 
Arillng,  fixt  he  ftcod,  his  native  foil  935 

Contemplating,  'till  with  expanded  palms 
Both  thighs  be  ffsote^  and,  piaintire,  thus  began. 
'  Ah  me!  what  moital  race  inhabits  here? 
Kude  are  they,  contumacious  and  unjuft, 
Or  hofpitable,  and  who  fear  the  Gods!  <t^a 

Where  now  ftiall  I  feorete  thefe  nutnVaat  ft<»v9  f ' 
Where  wander  I,  rayftlf  ?  I  would  thajt  flill 
Phxacians  ownM  then^  and  I  had  arrived 
In  the  dominions  of  fome  other  King 
Magnanimous,  who  would  hawe  enteitaili'd  545 

And  fent  me  to  my  native  heime  fecore ! 
Now,  neither  know  1  where  to  jdace  My  wealth, 
Nor  can  I  leave  it  here,  left  it  become 
Another's  prey.     Alas !  Pbjeacia's  Chiefs 
Not  altogether  wife  I  deem. or  juft,  .  ijo 

Who  have  mifpiaced  me  in  another  land, 
Fromis'd  to  bear  me  to  the  pleafant  fliores 
Of  Ithaca,  but  have  not  fo  perform'd. 
Jove,  guardian  of  the  fuptdianfs  rights,  who  all 
Tranfgreflbrs  marks,  and  pttniflies  all  wrong,  ij j 

Avenge  me  on  the  treach'rous  race  1 — bat  hold— ■ 
I  will  revife  my  ftoree,  to  <haH  I  know 
If  they  have  left  me  here  of  aught  defpoiled. 

So 
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So  faying,  he  number'd  carefully  the  gold. 
The  vafes,  tripods  bright,  and  tiffued  robes,  »6o 

But  nothing  mifs'd  of  all.     Then  he  bewal'd 
His  native  ille,  with  penlive  fieps  and  flow 
Pacing  the  border  of  the  billowy  flood. 
Forlorn ;  but  while  he  wept,  Pallas  approach'd. 
In  form  a  Ihepherd  ftripling,  girlilh  fair  265 

Ih  feature,  fucb  as  are  the  Tons  of  Kings ; 
A  fumptuous  mantle  o'er  bis  Ihoulders  hung 
Twice-folded,  fandals  bis  nice  feet  upbore. 
And  a  fmooth  javelin  glitter'd  in  his  hand.  ■ 
Ulyffes,  joyful  at  the  light,  his  fteps  170 

Tam'd  brilk  toward  her,  whom  he  thus  addrefsM. 

Sweet  youth '.  lince  thee,  of  all  mankind,  I  Bti 
Encounter  in  this  land  unkaown,  all  hail  3 
Come  not  with  purpofes  of  harm,  to  mei 
Thefe  fave,  and  fave  me  alfo.     I  prefer  375 

To  thee,  as  to  fome  God,  'ray  jiray'r,  and  clafp 
Thy  knees  a  fuppliant.     Say,  and  tell  me  true^ 
What  land,'  what  people?  who  iahahit  heref 
Is  this  fome  ifle  delightful,  or  a  Qiore 
Of  fruitful  main-land  Hoping  to  the  fea'?  aSo 

Then  Pallas,  thus,  Goddefs  cserulean-eyed. 
Stranger !  thou  fuce  art  fimple,  or  haft  dwelt 
Far  diftant  hence,  if  of  this  land  thou  alk.  - 
It  is  not,  truft  me,  of  fo  little  note. 
But  known  to  many,  both  to  tbofe  who  dwell  285 

Toward  the  fun-rife,  and  to  others  placed 

2  R  Behind 
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Behind  it,  diftant  in  the  duiky  Weft. 

Rugged  it  is,  not  yielding  level  courfe 

To  the  fwift  fieed,  and  yet  no  barren  fpot. 

However  fmall,  but  rich  in  wheat  and  wine ;  490 

Nor  wants  it  rain  or  fertilizing  dew. 

But  pafture  green  to  goats  and  beeves  affords. 

Trees  of  all  kinds,  and  fountains  never  dry. 

Ithaca  therefore,  ftranger,  is  a  name 

Known  ev'n  at  Troy,  a  city,  by  report,  495 

At  no  fmall  diftance  from  Achaia's  (hore. 

The  Gdddefs  ceafed ;  then,  toil-enduring  Chief 
Vlyfles,  happy  in  bis  native  land, 
(So  taught  Ijy  Pallas,  progeny  of  Jove) 
In  accents  wing'd  her  anfw'ring,  utter'd  prompt  300 

Not  truth,  but  figments  to  truth  oppofite, 
For  guile,  in  him,  flood  never  at  a  paufe. 

O'er  yonder  flood,  even  in  *  fpadous  Crete 
I  heard  of  Ithaca,  where  now,  it  feems, 
I  have,  myfelf,  with  thefe  my  ftores  arrived  ;  305 

Not  richer  itores  than,  flying  thence,  I  left 
To  my  own  children ;  for  from  Crete  I  fled 
For  flaughter  of  Orfilochus  the  fwift. 
Son  of  Idomeneus,  whom  none  in  fpeed 
Could  equal  throughout  all  that  Ipacious  ifle.  310 

His  purpofe  was  to -plunder  me  of  all 

•  Homer  dates  all  the  Afttons  of  UJyffcs  from  Crete,  as  if  he  meant  to  pafs  a 
.fimilar  cenfure  on  the  Cretans  to  that  qiiotea  by  St.  Paul«K^Tr;  All  ^.iirfffi. 

My' 


,  Google 


BooKXIir.  HOMER'j     ODYSSEY.  307 

My  Trojan  fpoils,  which  to  obtain,  much  woe 

I  had  in  battle  and  by  ftorms  endured. 

For  that  I  would  not  gratify  his  Sire, 

Fighting  befide  him  in  the  fields  of  Troy,  315 

But  led  a  diflfrent  band.     Him  from  the  field 

Returning  homeward,  with  my  tirazen  fpear 

I  linote,  in  ambulh  waiting  his  return 

At  the  road-fide,  with  a  confed'rate  friend. 

Unwonted  darkoefs  over  all  the  heay'ns  320 

That  night  jfrevailed,  nor  any  eye  of  man 

Obferved  us,  but,  unfeen,  I  flew  the  youth. 

No  fooner,  then,  with  my  iharp  fpear  of  life 

i  had  bereft  him,  than  I  fought  a  (hip 

Manh'd  by  renown'd  Phaeadans,  whom  with  gifts         32^ 

Part  of  my  fpoils,  and  by  requefts,  I  won. 

Fbade  them  land  iue  on  the  Pylian  (hore. 

Or  in  fair  Elis  by  th'  Epeans  ruled. 

But  they,  reluftant,  were  by  violent  winds 

Driv'n  devious  thence,  for  fraud  they  purpofed  none.    336 

Thus  through  conftraint  we  here  arrived  by  night. 

And  with  much  difficulty  pufli'd  the  Ihip 

Into  fafe  harbour,  nor  was  mention  made 

Of  food  by  any,  though  all  needed  food. 

But,  difembark'd  in  hafte,  on  Ihore  we  lay.  335 

I,  weary,  flept  profound,  and  they  my  goods 

Forth  heaving  from  the  bark,  befide  me  jdaced 

The  treafures  on  the  fea-beach  where  I  flept, 

Then,  leimbarking,  to  the  populous  coafl 

a  R  2  Steer'd 
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Steer'd  of  Sidonia,  and  me  left  forlorn.  34a 

He  ceafed ;  then  fmiled  Minerva  azure-eyed 

And  ftroak'd  his  cheek,  in  form  a  woman  Baw>  ■ 

Sf^uteous,  majeftic,  iii  all  ^elegant  arts      : 

Accomplifli'd,  and  with  accents  wing'd  replied.     • 

Who  pafles  thee  in  artifice  well-framed         '  345 

And  in  impofture  ywious,  neied  (hall  find 

Of  all  his  po&y,  although  a  Ood. 

Canft  thou  not  cea&,  inventive  as  thou  art 

And  fubtle,  fromithe  wiles  which  thou  haft  lovy 

Since  thou  waft  infant^  and  from  trick;  lof  ipcech        55^0 

Delufive,  even  iii  thy  native  land  f 

But  come,  difmifs  we  thefe  Ingenioae  Ihifts. 

From  our  difoourfe,  in  whieh  we  both  exeeli.;       ^ 

For  thou  of  all.meri  in>expedient»  nnoft 

AboundTl  Mid  elpipienoe,  and  I,  thiDughout  355 

All  heav'n  have  praife  for  witiom  and  for  art. 

And  know'ft  thoo.not  thiiie  Athenasan  aid,     —   . 

Pallas,  JoVe^S  daughter,  who  in  all  thy  toils 

Affift  thee  and  defend  ?  I  garre  thee  pow'r 

T'  engage  the  hearts,  of  all  Phseacia's  fons,  36^ 

And  here  arrive  ev'n  now,,  counlek  to  frame 

Difcrete  with  thee,  and  tA  conceal  the  ftores. 

Glv'n  to  thee  by  the  rich  Phseacian  Chiefs. 

On  my  fiiggeftion,  at  thy  gouig  thence. 

I  will  inform  Usee  aUb  what  difirefs.    '  ^Qr 

And  hardship  under  thy  own  palaoe-roof 

Thou  mull  endure ;  which,  fince  oonftraint  enjoins,. 

Bea» 
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Bear  patientl/i  aiAlneithef' m(tn:a[9rize         .,  ' 

Nor  womaa  that  tttOu  baft  arrived  forlorn 

And  vagabond,  but  fikat.uQdeirgD.  .     .   ;  370 

What  wrbngS  foever&pm.  the  hands,  of  men» 

To  vphom  Ulyfies,  ever  wife,  rejdied, 
OGoddefs!  thoti  ant.  able  to  elude,  : 

Wherever  met,.  !the  kBenefl!je}ifc:of  OKm, 
For  thou  all  ifa^ies  alfutn'ft ;  yit  thii  I  fcaovF  375. 

Certainly,  that  I  ever  found  thee  kintl^ 
Long  as  Achaia's' Heroes  fought  at  Tioy; 
{lutj-when  (the  laftjt-tow'm  of.  Priam  laid. 
In  duft)' we  re-embark!d,  and  by  the'Will'.    .     . 
Of  heav'n  Acbaia's  fleet  wag.  fcatter'd  wide>  "   gBp' 

Thenceforth,  Q  daiagbleB. wife  of  Jove,  I  thee- 
Saw  not,  nor  thy  r^psaiaoce  in-  my  ihip 
tece  mark^'ta  tid.ine  o£  miy  num'jKms.  woes,. 
But  always  beamig  id  my  breaftj'  a  heart 
With  anguiih  xiv'D,  .1  wam'd.  Mil-  by  the :  Qodr  ■  395 

Relieved  at  leagtb,-  and  HiUwith  graciou8.words> 
Thyfelf  didft  in,  Phwaoia's  opulent  land.  1 
Caofirm  my  courager  and  1?ecam'ft  rhy  guide.. 
But  I  adjure  the?  io)  thy,  father's  name— 
O  tell  me  trulyt  (for  I:  SaaDot' h»pe         .  .  '        39a 

That  I  have  reacb'd, fair  Ithaca;  r  tread  : 
Some  other  foil,  and  Uiou.affirm'ft  it  mine  ' 
To  mock  me  merely,  andideceive)  oh  fay— ■ 
Am  I.in>Ithac»i  :in  tEUtb,  at  liomei 

Thus 
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Thus  then  Minerva  the  occulean-efeid.  -  .  395 

Such  caution  ever  in  thy  breaft  prevails 
Diftruftful;  but  I  know  thee  eloquent, 
With  wifdom  and  with  ready  thought  endued. 
And  cannot  leave  thee,  therefore,  thus  diftrefsM. 
For  what  man,  fave  Ulyffes,  new-retum'd  400 

After  long  wand'rings,  would  not  pant  to  fa« 
At  once  his  home,  his  children,  and  his  y^6l ! 
But  thou  preferr"!!  neither  to  know  nor  aik 
Concerning  them,  'till  fome  experience  firft 

Thou  make  of  her  whole  wafted.  yoOth.uTpdit 4051 

In  barren  fdlitude,  and  who  in'tearS        ,.•:.•.; 

Ceafelefs  her  nights  and  woeful  days  coofumes. 

I  ne'er  was  ignorant,  but  wett  foceknew     . 

That  not 'till  after  lofs  t>f  all  thy  .fri«nds  .  , 

Thou  Ihould'll  return ;  but  loth  I  was^to  oppofef  . .  :  uftbi 

Neptune,  my  father's  brother,  fore  iricenfed' 

For  his  fon's  fake  deprived  of  light  by, thee.     : 

But,  I  will  give  thee. proof— *«ome  now— ifpreiy         -  ■  '- 

Thefe  marks  of  Ithaca,  and  be  convinced.' .'':■'.'.' 

This  is  the  port  of  Phorcys,  (s»-born  fagt;    .•     --^tg 
That,  the  huge  olive,  at  the  haven's  head  J-'  ; 
Faft  by  it,  thou  behold'ft«he.pleaftntJcbv»- ' 
Umbrageous,  to  the  nymphs  devbtisdiriainsiiT  •      . 
The  Naiads ;  this  the  broad-arcb'd  c4v«m  is  ' 

Where  thou  waft  wont  to.  ofisr  to  the:  nymphs  •  440' 
Many  a  whole  hecatomb ;  and  yondejt  ftaiulri'"''- .  'i  '.  r.  .. 
The  mountain  Neritus  with  forefts  ckiath'd. 
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So  faying,  the  Gkxldefs  Tcatteifd  from  before 
His  eyes  all  darknefs,  and  he  knew  the  land. 
Then  felt  Ulyfles,  Herb  toil-inured,  425 

Tranfport  unuttetaUe,  feeing  plain 
Once  mote  his.  Jiativeifle.     He  kifs'd  the  glebe. 
And  with  uplifted  .hands  the  nymphs  ador'd. 

Nymphs,  nuads,  Jove's  own  daughters !  I  defpair'd 
To  fee  you  more,  whom  yet  with  happy  vows  430 

I  now  can  hail  again.     Gifts,  as  of  old. 
We  will  hereafter  at  your  fhrines  prefent. 
If  Jove-bom  Pallas,  huntreis  of  the  fpoils. 
Grant  life  to  me,  and  manhood  to  my  ion. 

Then  Pallas,  blue-eyed  progeny  of  Jove.  435 

Take  courage ;  trouble  nM  thy  mind  with  thoughts 
Now  needlefs.     Hafte— delay  not^-^ar  within 
This  hajlow'd  cave's  recefs  place  we  at  once 
Thy  precious  ftores,  that  they  may  thine  rem^n. 
Then  mufe  together  on  thy  wifeft  courfe.  440 

So  faying,  the  Goddefs  enter'd  deep  the  cave 
Caliginous,  and  its  fecret  nooks  explored 
From  fide  to  fide ;  meantime,  Olyfles  brought 
All  his  ftores  into  it,  the  gold,  the  brafs. 
And  robes  magnificent,  his  gifts  received  445 

From  the  Phaeadans;  &fe  he  lodg'd  them  all. 
And  Pallas,  daughter  of  Jove  segis-arm'd, 
Clofed  fait,  herfelf,  the  cavern  with  a  ftone. 

Then,  on  the  confecrated  olive's  root 
Both  feated,  they  in  confultation  plann'd  ■  450 

The 
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The  deaths  of  thofe  injurious  fmUors  proud. 
And  Pallas,  blue-eyed  Godders,  thus  began. 

Laertes'  noble  fon,  UlyiTes !  thii^ 
By  what  means  likelieft.thou  flultalTaU 
Thofe  ihatnelefs  fuiwrs,  who  have  now  contrtdlod   •'  455 
Three  years  thy  family,  thy  mstchle&i  wjib. 
Wkh  language  amorous  and  with  fpoUf^  gifts' 
Urging  importunate;  but  ihe,  with  tears 
Watching  thy  wifti'dT^ani,  hope  gives  to  all  ' 
By  meifages  of  promife  ient  to  each,  '  '460 

Framing  far  other  purpof^  the  while. 

Then  anfwer. thus  Ulyflegwjfe retum'd. 
Ah,  Agamemnon's  miierable  Atfc 
Had  furely  met  me  in  my  own  abode,,    v 
But  for  thy  gradoos  .'■warmngi  pow'r  divine !  46 J 

Come  then— Devife  the  means ;  teach  inej  thyielf,   ; 
The  way.  to  vengeance,  and  tray:  finil'iofpi<e  <       ■■  ■■ 

With  daring  fortitude,  as  when  we  looe'd 
Her  radiant  frontlet  ftom  the  brows  of  Troy. 
Would'ft  thou  with  equri  ae(d,  O 'Pallas !  aii  •  470 

Thy  fervant  here,  •  I  would  encounter  thrice    ■ 
An  himdred  enemies,  let  me  but  perceive 
Thy  dread  divinity  my  prompt  ally. 

Him  anfwer'd  then  Pallas caarulean-eyed.  ..  > 

And  fuch  I  will  be;  not  unmark'd  by  me,  475 

(Let  once  our  time  of  ehterprize  arrive)' 
Shalt  thou  affail  them,     M4ny,  as  I  judge, 
.  Of  thofe  proud  fuitprs -who  devour  thy  wealth  '. 
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Shall  leave  their  bcains,  then,'  oh  thy  palace-floor. 
But  come.     Behold  I  I  will  difguife  thee  to 
That  none  fliall  know  thee;  I  irill  pan*  the  fidn 
On  thy  fair  body ; .  I  will  cJufeithee  Ihed' -    ' 

Thy  wavyiocks;  T  will  en&tld  thee  lound  ' 

In  fuch  a  kirtle  m  the  eyes  of  ail 

Shall  loath  to  look  oQ;  I  and'I  will  deferm     ' ," 

With  blurring  rheums  thy  ey<ij,  fo  vitid  erft ;     '  • 

So  Ihall  the  fuitors  deem  thee,  and  thy  Wife, 

And  thy  own  Ton  whom  thou  didft  leave -at' home. 

Some  fordid  wretch  obfcure..:  But  feek  thou  &ft 

Thy  fwine-herd's  manikxa^he,  alike,  intecids  ' 

Thy  goodj  andjoves,-  aSc^oaatei'tby  fixv      '    ■  - 

And  thy  Penelope;  ,tboftlha]tfiad  Ae  <Waia- 

Tending  his  heid^  ttey  -^^d  ^beneath  the  lodk  -   . 

Corax,  Rtifidsof' Aistbufalt'fottfiti'     ■  •     ■' 

On  acorns  dieted,  nutritk>u»  food  < 

To  them,  and  drioking.of  the  fimpid  lfa«iim> 

There  waiting,  -.  qtwfiion  iaai.  of  ■  tby'  coaoenis,'     - 

While  I  froni  Sparta -^raifcd  for  Women -faiir'i 

Call  home  thy  iha  TelSraiKhus;;  a  gouft 

With  Menelaus  op\i>,.wlu>m  to  coDfuk- 

In  fpadous  Lacedtemon  he  is  gone. 

Anxious  to  learn,if  yefhis  fatbtr' lives.'      -'^  ■■ 

Towhom  UlyffisV'eirer-wife,  Jeplied. 
And  why,  alas !  all-knowing  as  thou  art, 
Him  left'ft  thou  ignorant  ?  was  it  that  he. 
He  alio,  wand'ring  wide  the  barren  Deep, 
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Might  &^r  voe,  wbik  theij:  devour  his  weakh  I 
,  ■  Him  anfwep'4  then  PaUas  ciEruiean-eyed. 
Grieve  tbovi  IKV  ISOCh  for  bim.     I  fent  him  forth 
Myfelf,  that  these  arrived,  Tie  might  acquire  510 

Honour  and  faijip.     No  fuff'riags  finds  he  there, 
But  in  Atrides'  palace  fafe  refides, 
^i^oying  all  abuffdaac):.     Him,  in  truth, 
The  fmtors  w^tch  clofe  anibu0iVI  on  the  Deep, 
Intent  to  flay,  Wn»  ere  he  reach  his  horae,  515 

But  IhaU  not  a«  I  judges  'till  of  themfelves 
The  earth  hide  fom«  vho  make  thee^  now,  a  prey, 
,-  r  ^  faying,  the  GqAieik  touch'd  him  with  »  wand. 
At  once  o'er,  all,  be^^e  hmte  ihe  parch'd 
The  poliih'd  fluR-;  flie  withtt'd  to  the  root  ^tp 

His  wavy  ]pf:k;,  and  cloathM  lum  with  the  hide 
Deform'd  of  wiinMed  ^g^i  ibf  chug;ed  with  rheoau 
]^]i^  eyes  before  fo  vivid,  iwi4  aijoak 
And  kirtle  g^ye  ))ini,tat|£r'^  both,. and  fou],    . 
And  fmutch'd  with  fino^ ;  tfaen^  xafting  over  aU        5«  j 
Aii  huge  old  deet>-lkin  bald,  with  a  long  ftaff 
She  fumifh'd  him,  and  with  a  wallet  palxh'd 
Qn.all  fides,  dangling  Xxj  e  twifted  thong. 

Thus  all  their  plan  ^jufted,  di£FVeat  ways. 
They  took,  and  Qte,  f«ekii^  Ulyflbs*  ion,  J39 

To  Lacedgemon's  fpawu^  rpaliB  ispair'd. 
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UljlTes  arriring  at  the  hat&  of  Eadutov,  it  hd^ltaUif  ttStit^ 
tained,  and  ipends  the  njght  the^t   ,  .   ..  < 
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LEAVING  the  hav^n-fide,  lie  tum'd  his  ftefs'      '   ''' 
Into  a  rugged  pith,  wHct  ovier  hills  ;.     ■  i 

Mantled  with  trttS  led  hlni  to  the  alxjde  ;        .     •  5 

By  Pdlas  mention'd  Of  hi*  •itoble  ftienil'  '. 

The  fwine-herd,  who  of  an  xhyfles' train  ■  j 

Watch'd  with  moft  dffigence  his  riiial  ftotes. 
Hira  fitting  ia  the  veflibulete  found 
Of  his  own  airy  lodge  commbdions;  built 
Amidft  a  level  lawn.     That  ftiiiiSture'neat 
Eiwiseus,  in  the  abfence  of  Ms  Lordi  io' 

Had  raiied,  himfdf,  with  ftone§  irornqQirii^s  hewn,'    ' 
Unaided  by  Laertes  of  the  Queen. 
With  tangled  thorns  h^fSiic^  it  lafe  aroundi  ' 

•  Arof  Sfafitt. — ^Th«  (wiiubnds  wtt  therefet*  in  .thofe  day«,  aad  in  dut  coon, 
try,  an  occi^ntion  lionourable  u  well  as  uTefiil.  Barnes  deems  the  epithet  Xsc  fig. 
nificant  of  hit  noble  birth.        Vide  Qaike  in  bco. 
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And  with  contiguous  ftakes  liv'n  from  the  trunks 

Of  folid  oak'  bladk-grain'd  hemm'd  it  without.  15 

Twelve  penns  he  made  within,  all  fide  by  fide, 

Lairs  for  his  fwine,  and  faft-immured  in  each 

Lay  fifty  pregnant  females'on  the  floor. 

The  males  all  flept  without,  lefs  hum'rous  far, 

Thinn'd  by  the  princely  wooers  at  their  feafts  20 

OoQtiaugl,  for  to  them  he  ever  fent 

The  fatteft  of  his  faginated  charge. 

Three  hundred^  ftill,  and  fixty  brawns  remained. 

Four  mafiif^  in  adjoining  kennels  lay, 

Refembling  wild-beafts,  nourilh'd  at  the  board  25 

Of  the  illuftrious  Reward  of  the  ftyes. 

Himfelf  fin  fitting  faiidals  to  his  feet, 

Carved  from  a  ftain'd  ox-hide.     Four  hinds  he  kept, 

Now  bufied  hete  and  there ;  three  in  the  penns     , 

Were  occupied ;  meantime,  th$  fguith  had  ibught         30 

The  city,  whither,  ifor  the  fuitors  ufe. 

With  no  good  will,  but  by  conilraint,  he  drove 

A  boar,  that,  faciificing  to  the  Gods, 

Th'  imperious  guefts  might  on  his  flefti  regale. 

Soon  as  thofe  damgrous  watch-dogs  the  approach      35 
Saw  of  Ulyfles,  baying  loud,  they  ran 
Toward  him;  he,  as  ever,  wellTadvifed,  . 

Squatted,  and  let  his  ftaff  fall  from  his  hand. 
Yet  foul  indignity  he  had  endured 

Ev'n  there,  at  his  own  farm,  but  that  the  fwain,  40 

Following  his  dogs  in  hafte,  Iprang  through  the  porch 

To 
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To  his  afliftance,  letting  fall  the  hide. 

With  chiding  voice  and  voUied  (tones  he  foon 

Drove  them  apart,  and  thus  his  Lord  befpake. 

Old  man !  one  moment  more,  and  thefe  my  dogs      45 
Had,  paft  doubt,  worried  thee,  who  fliould'ft  have  proved, 
So  ilain,  a  fource  of  obloquy  to  me. 
But  other  pangs  the  Gods,  and  other  woes 
To  me  have  giv'n,  who  here  lamenting  fit 
My  godlike  matter,  and  his  fatted  fwine  .  50 

Nourifli  for  others  ufe,  while  he,  perchance, 
A  wand'rer  in  fome  foreign  city,  fe6ks  ■ 

Fit  fuftenance,  and  none  obtains,  if  iUll 
Indeed  he  live,  and  view  the  light  of  day. 
But,  old  friend!  follow  roe  into  the  houfe,  55 

That  thou,'  at  lead,  with  plenteous  food  refre(h'd. 
And  cheer'd  with  wine  fuffident,  mayll  difctofe 
Both  who  thou  art,'  and  all  that  thou  haft  borne. 

So  faying,  the  geh'rOus  fwine-hferd  introduced 
Ulyfles,  and  thick  bundles -fpread  of  twigs  ■  60 

Beneath  him,  cover'd  with  the  ihaggy  ikin 
Of  a  wild  goat,  of  which  he  made  his  couch 
Eafy  and  large ;  the'Hero,  fo  received^ 
Rejoiced,  and  thus  his  gratitude  exprefs'd. 

Jove  grant  thee  and  the  Gods  above,  my  hoft,         ,  65 
For  fuch  beneficence  thy  chief  defiie ! 

To  whom,  Eumaeus,  thoii  didft  thus  reply. 
My  gueft!  I  Ihould  ofiend,  treating  with  fcorn 
The  ftranger,  though  a  poorer  fliovUd  arrive 

Than 
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Than  ev'n  thyfelf ;  for  aU  the  poor  that  are-,  70 

And  all  the  ftningers  are  the  care  of  Jotc. 

Little,  and  with  good  will,  is  all  that  lie* 

Within  my  fcope ;  no  man  can  much  eipeft 

From  fervants  living  in  continual  fear 

Under  young  mailers ;  for  the  Oods,  no  doubly  75 

Have  intercepted  my  own  Lord's  returni 

From  whom  great  kindnefs  I  had,,  elie,  received^ 

With  fuch  a  recompenfe  as  fervants  giun 

From  gen'rous  mailers,  houfe  and  competence, 

And  lovely  wife  from  many  a  wooer  won,  801 

Whofe  induftry  fhould  have  requited  wdl 

His  goodnefs,  with  fuch  bleffing  fitna  the  Gods 

A^now  attends  me  in  my  prefent  charge. 

Much  had  Ij  therefbra,,  profper'd,  had  nfy  Lord 

Grovra  old  at  home  i  but  he  hath  died-^I  would'         ^85 

That  the  whole  heufe  of  HHen,  oae  and  all,. 

Might  peiilh  too,  for  fee  hath  many  flan    ,  ! 

Who,  lilce  my  raafter,  went  glory  to  win 

For  Agamemnon  in  the  fields  of  Troy. 

So  faying,  he  girdled,  quick,  his  tut»c  dofe,  .90  . 

And,  ilTuing,  fought  the  ftyes^  ithenceTningingt^a 
•Of  the  imprifori'd  herflj  'he  flatighter'd  both, 
Sin^  them,  and  'jiaih'd  asd'fpittedithem,  and^fSdced 
The  whole  well-roafted  baHqaet,  fprtS  and  all,        ' 
aieeking  before  Ulyi&s:;  lafl,  TritT*  flour  95 

Me  fprinfcled  them,  and  filBng  witli  rich  wine 
Jlis  ivy-goblet,  to  his  mailer  fat 

Oppofit^ 
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Oppofite,  whom  inviting  thus  he  laid. 

Now,  eat,  my  goeft !  fuch  as  a  fervant  may 
I  fet  before  th^  neither  laige  of  growth  100 

Nor  fat ;  the  fatted— thofe  the  fuitors  eat, 
Fearlefs  of  heav'n,  and  pitilefs  of  man. 
Yet  deeds  unjuft  as  theirs  the  blefled  Gods 
Love  not ;  they  honour  equity  and  right. 
Even  an  hoftile  band  when  they  invade  105 

A  foreign  Ihore,  whiqh  by  confent  of  Jove 
They  plunder,  and  with  laden  ihips  depart. 
Even  they  with  terrours  quake  of  wrath  divine. 
But  thefe  are  wifer ;  thefe  muft  fure  have  leam'd 
From  fome  true  oracle  my  maftei's  death,  1 1« 

Who  neither  deign  with  decency  to  woo, 
Nor  yet  to  feek  their  homes,  but  boldly  wafte 
His  fubftance,  Ihamelefs,  now,  and  Iparing  nougiht. 
Jove  ne'er  hath  giv'n  us  yet  the  night  or  day 
When  with  a  fingle  viaim,  or  with  two  115 

They  would  content  them,  and  his  empty  jars 
Witnefs  how  fail  the  fquand'rers  ufe  his  vrtne. 
Time  was,  when  he  was  rich  indeed ;  fuch  wealth 
No  Hero  own'd  on  yonder  continent, 
Nor  yet  in  Ithaca;  no  twenty  Chiefs  120 

Could  match  with  all  their  treafures  his  alone ; 
I  tell  thee  their  amount.  Twelve  herds  of  his 
The  *  mainland  graze ;  as  many  flocks  of  iheep ; 

*  It  nay  be  proper  10  liiggcft  that  Ulyfles  was  lord  of  paR  of  the  continent  oppo* 
fite  to  Ithaca~viz. — of  the  peninfitla  Ncriciu  or  Leuca,  which  aACTward  became  an 
Uland,  and  ia  now  called  Sanu  Maura.       F. 

As 
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As  many  droves  of  fwine ;  and  hirelings  there 
And  fervants  of  his  own  feed  for  his  ufei  125 

J^s  many  num'rous  flocks  of  goats ;  his  goats, 
(Not  fewer  than  eleven  num'rous  flocks) 
Here  alfo  graze  the  margin  of  his  fields 
Under  the  eyi  of  fervants  well-approved. 
And  ev'ry  fervant,  ev'ry  day,  brings  home  1 30 

The  goat,  of  all  his  flock  largeft  and  beft. 
But  as  for  me,  I. have  thefe  fwine  in  charge, 
Of  which;  fele£led  with  exafleft  care 
From  all  the  herd,  1  fend  the  prime  to  them. 

He  ceas'd,  meantime  Ulylles  ate  and  drank  135 

Voracious,  meditating,  mute,  the  death 
Of  thofe  proud  fuitors.     His  repaft,  at  length. 
Concluded,  and  his  appetite  fufficed, 
Eumseus  gave  him,  charged  with  wine,  the  cup 
From  which  he  drank  himfelf;  he,  glad,  received        140 
yhe  boon,  and  in  wing'd  accents  thus  began. 

My  friend,  and  who  was  he,  weahhy  and  bfave 
As  thou  defcrib'ft  the  Chief,  who  purchafed  thee .' 
Thon  fay'ft  he  perilh'd  for  the  glory-fake 
Of  Agamemnon.     Name  him;  1,  perchance,  145 

May  have  beheld  the  Hero.     None  can  fay 
But  Jove  and  the  inhabitants  of  heay'n  > 

That  I  ne'er  faw  him,  and  may  not  impart 
-News  of  him ;  I  have  roam'd  through  many  aclime. 
7iTo  whom  the  noble  fwineherd  thus  replied.  150 

Alas,  old  man  !  no  travlei's  tale  of  him 

WiU 
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WiU  gain  his  confiirff  oro4eqcer,i.<*.hi«  fo6,'»>ic  l:ifl  ;■;  j  -ii 
For  wand'rersi  irantiftS'eottrtainta^^'fM[g<n ."    .  r. 
Falfehoods  foritr«wJ>  and  wiliuUf  decehri*-.  ,.  .'> 

Nowand'rer  lands  in!ftl>»pa>  b«:be,feejt*i:  i,  i-v.-j  .1.5.5 

With  feign'd  intellig^tehiiy  ipjarefifewf  .■ -.    :. 

She  welcomes  alii  and  vhile  Hit  gwAlDBI  «ach     ^ 
Minutely,  from  her  lids  lets  fall  (he  tpar  1 

Affeaionat^  as'widljbeftums  B-wiSrr;    •  :;    -: ;      j-   - 
Whofe  mate  i»«M  periftVl  in  V^Wt  J)u»^"     -    '     160 
Thou  could'ft  thyfelfj'  no  daabt, my-  bOfif  £#od!  ..     " 
(Would  any  fHmifli.  thee  with  d«p»nt  veft       :  ^   . 
And  mantle)  fabrical)e  a  tal|9  ^(litji  taCef-  .    ; ~  : 

Yet  fure  it  is  that  dogE  and  ^wi^,  long  fince,  ,  ,- 

His  (kin  have  flript,  or  fifltee  of  the  Deep    .  ,1^5 

Have  eaten  himi  and  on  iqme  di/l>ot  flioce      - 
Whelm'd  in  deep  iii^gk.his  monld'aag  bones- '^rpl^d. 
So  hath  he  perifiiVl ;  whenpe,  to  ^1}  hit  friendsj  • 
But  chiefly  to  myfel^  forrow  of  heart; 
For  fuch  another  Lord,  gentle  as  he,  170 

Wherever  fought,  I  have  no  hope  to  -find. 
Though  I  fhould  wander  even  to  the  houfe 
Of  my  own  father.     Neitl^er  yeafBS  my  heart 
So  feelingly  (though  that  defmng  too) 
To  fee  once  more  my  jawnts  :Siqql;  my  home,  1.75 

As  to  behold  IHyiles  yetagain. 

Ah  ftranger ;  aUent  as  he  is,  his  name  , . 

Fills  me  with  rev'renpe,  tea  be  iqv'd  me  much,    ,     . 
Cared  for  me  much,  and>;  though  we  meet  atf  more,     • 
4  T  Holds 
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.  Holds  fiill  auddst  l^ifatiKA'>patt:ili  Ae.       -  ItSe 

HimaafvetH,  tl)ita,!tiixHtiototMsuatd,  ' 

M7  iriend !  fince  his  retum>  in  thy  account)  :  - 
Isin  event  imp(^blc,  and  ih^  mind 
Always  incredalbi»  t)tU- hope  reje^ 
I  fiiall  not  {tightly  ^Kdc,  but  with  an  oatl»—  185 

Ulyfles  comes  <again ;  and  I  demand 
No  more,  than  that  Ute  boon  filch  news 'dcferves, 
a  ^v'n  me  icon  at  ite  <iial(  seach  his  home. 
Then-^vette  Veft  and  mantle  fit  for  wear. 
Which,  ere  that  hour,  much  as  I  need  them  both,       190 
I  neither  alk,  nor  Will  accept  from  thee. 
For  him  whom  poverty  can  feroe  afide 
JVom  truth — ^I  hate  hfm  as  tf>e  gate*  of  hril. 
Be  Jove,  of  all  in  heav'n,  my  witnsfs  firft. 
Then,  this  thy  Koipitafele  beard,  and^  laft,        •  tgj* 

The  houfehoM  Gods  of  the  iBaOrious  Chief 
Himfelf,  Ulyfles,  to  who&  gates  I  go. 
That  all  my  words  iball  fiirely  be  fiiffiU'd. 
In  this  fame  year  Ulyfles  (hall  arrive. 
Ere,  this  month  doled,  another  month  locceed,  aoo 

He  Ihall  rettnm,  and  pnniih  all  who  dare 
Infuk  his  confort  and  his  noble  £i». 

Xiy  whom  Eitmsus,  Aon  didft  thin  Tepty. 
Old  friend !  that  boon  thou  ne'envHt  earn  front  me ; 
Ulyffes  comes  no  more.     But  tbon  thy  wine  105 

Drink  <^etly,  and  let  us  feld,  at  length. 
Some  other  them«;  recidli  not  this  agun 

To 
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ToTof  remembri>n««r  (btwpitel  J«:g«*e!»e*)."';i^  -» 'P  ■ 
Oft  as  remmdediof  .rijyhonpiffl'd'IaWdi;!  r'  .■  i'.  •■  ::.i,  \. 
Let  the  oath  reft,  jmi  let  Uiyff^  0*11* ,«(..-,  ;  x''-'  ;■!!*"•* 
Ev'n  as  myfelft  «nA»ilWi«inpe,; -i  -  -,  I'm  'idl  fi  •;  h.iA 
And  as  his  antient,ftiajar«  ;»rWl:lwS[<«»aliw  Js'»'f>-  b)  nj!*" 
eeiJUke  Teleii>fiiiho^,,«aii«iia>r'hiS«»«»f/sf:T  :.i;i-.  ;■;,;•  S 
Ay— there  I  feel  ^Jiiio-na«c<9»f^'WD;njiaip»    •, 

His  fon  Telem5eh(»fin*llftj.«*efr<ll«toftSt"'  f  1  :':»5i 
Had  giv*:!  hintt'gnmth  Utea.ypmig'Tlanti  »«»W'  ':; 
Well  hoped  that  pQrflgheJM&twr^e-fUopMofgPVfP-  ii-i'r  r- 
Iqperfon  ofittiiafiBaitoilBSiOWIl/fiieif  :-,i)  s.'i.t  laifir.  o'!''.' 
Hath  loft,  througli,jpfli«9fiee:*iw*«a'Cjrj*Bi»eiit{  lo  rrShfj 
I  know  not  how,iYh««oBther,intdtea,  ; '  ,'  ir  j  ?;rf  f.'o»i!9 
And  after  tidings  of  bit  SntibffMe:  -  •!■  i;r,  ?!  '  ■-.•.  :.;-.a 
To  far-famed  Pylus;  tt&/Bttlu»i,.;li»g»)tinJS  i^.K  ^n.-D 
In  ambUih  hi<^j»iEii:aife-;iwailMl  futtoOVraitj  "j  ;:  !  :i{  -■:j 
That  the  whole.bsofe  may  perifl«.'.of  reiliMm'dr  '3 7  -■;■;  ,v 
Arcefias,  named  in  HhaWiiiiJanre. -!     ■  ""       ■  «*s 

But  whether  be  ^^♦v8■faU'^^  or.ftops^i,  let  hiai;, ,  .:(  .;    , 

Reft  alfo,  whom  5»t«l«lianrji»«r«.pn»tsa;!ji  ..'  ir:.'     ,!  ;      ) 
Biitcome,  myaatieiltigileftii  omvlM^mslaarau. 
Thy  own  affli£y«am,  apf<«sc.me,iti  truth.         ' 
Who,  and  wheDceartlliioui? 'ii-whst  dty  homJ..  -  -ag© 
Where  dwell  thy  parents t  ia!«*fca^jkiad.a£,il^  :  :■ 
Cam'ftthoup  the ntarinfcs^tirby  biboght tliey  tbtie     '  *' 
To  Ithaca?  and  of.wlnt  lind  ase  tbef  i  ' 

For,  thiiita  toot  tTfouifaaD^.mticgitji&tvae..    <    . 

■  f-v;..;       '    !tT  ■»  ,  '.:■  -i  .•■:  .■  ■.■■■,.,  ■-  Hittl  ' 
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Him  anfweli!iIi3tDeai'W<^'*»-«w3t-«<*f& '■'"'""'  ■'   ag'j' 
I  will  with  truth  re<bl«eUhbe'K  and  j£.here.^l    ::., 
Wifliin  thy  cottage  liMiogj'we'liild  wine  ,1/1  .  ii       .     < 
And  food  for  many  a  dayj>qnS  bOdincAmoae!  '''■:: 
But  to  regale  at  eafefWhtfe^AhSra  toUed.Ji.^iK  ;:    r.:       '    .'. 
I  could  exhauft  thefjrtaci  e[»inpJete>'''mywb«8'   wi  --:  ;i4o 
Rehearfmg,  nBVsttllBftpteheawfe-ttltt??-  i;  ■:  !  ii    :  — ' 
MjCforrows  by^dftPwrt'tff  6«av'Bl<hftiaft8d..i.i:';     . 

I  boaftfcte'rprtlrt^tftcmi  apeeftrji  rtflBWB'iJf.l  ' '-      ill- 
In  fpadoeif<CS(driij'''<»n-«f''tt^''^*hy"'fl'«»  ■'•''■    '•"!"■"     ■''' 
Who  other  fons  train;*iu(B'n)i«lio;Hlsila»ufei-  ■  i''>  ■•«4s 
Born  of  hir'Wmte^wifeif^AiaeihBBejat!;!' i   :•  .     1   '     ^ 
MbSon  his  purchas'd  cehcobJni,  i  Whbai  7W"il  '  ■    '    ■  ■'  - 
Dear  as  his  other  fonslttlffrfloclt  tJeAri  '  =  ■■.'!!  J'"-    :::'. 
Caftor  Hyl«idi8Si«B«ensfd,a«d)loVa^  ;       ■'   .;■()•     i  ri! 
For  him  I  boaft  jljy'falhrtp!  SftfWIiB'iEittt^'i- ^  .fliiui;  j^J 
While  yet  i^&«<Vf,iattei!t3a/ffAfe  ii:abi,ikir  r  a;!)   , 
Sfltich,  fo  profp'iious,  •aiutfo'bleft'vrts'ihi"-''  •     '     v- 
With  fons  ofi  hlgbift'pfSlft."'  But  d«att»y  theO^at^  '  /  lU 
Of  all,  him  bore :ti6-Sla5rt^drasWabo<fef;  :r\m[ii  ,<?.■■.  |..(| 
And  his  illn&jbasifoils 'among  themfelves-     .    :    ^'':«>5j 
Portion'd  hfs  goadte-'by'Iot-t' tollmen  4ud«e<l;::ri     :..    .: 
Tltfey  gavis(ardwfffingi.Ian*iblitliWaimope,...v/  ':.; :  .diI// 
yet,  for  iijtfriv2*i«>uy^iMiitiBsi  I.*oni:'i  -liJ  Itv  •■     ■■•■'.'.If 
A  wealths?  bridte;  foril  fraslneifliti;  win      i  ■       J  ,'  ■::..' ' 
Nor  bafe,  forlorn  as tbo»peiiceiv^ft'men<nr»'  'i./      .i»6o 
But  thou  ca«ft>guef3j>'Iju<%e>'riekriii|;thoL.fttawii!.'    -n 
iW!iat  once  was  in  the  ear.  i'Ah !  I  have  borne 

Much 
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Much  tribulatioa;  faeaj^dandiheavyirbes.  ',  ; 

Courage  and  phalanx-breaking  might  had  I 

From  Mars  and  PalJss.;  :4t  wh^t  time  I  dce«r>:  '     ft6^ 

(Planning  fomiB  dread  explpit)  an  ambuih  foitb,-     :. '  ',    . 

Of  our  moft  valiint. Chiefs,  no  boding.  fear»         ..   , 

Of  death,leized.««,  but  forerooft  fat  of  all   ' 

I  fprang  to  fight,  and  piewoJ  the  ftying  foe. 

Such  was  I  once ;iB  arms.     Bat  l^oiAhQl<il.tQil$  ■a.^tf 

Suftain'd  for  chiidnn' fafc(^  and  aa'ldng,caiie».' 

T' enrich  a  ^miljli  w^re  not  ^^r  me,         ,      ■ 

My  pleafore^  were  tjje  ,gaUant  b»rlt,,  the  din' 

Of  battle,  the  fmoptbifpeer.aQd  glitt'ring.Ih^j, ; 

Objefts  of  dread  to  Qthecc,  b>l<^^bich  me.  xtjjj 

The  Gods  difpoi^  to  ^j)  atxl  to  enjoy.  ^ 

Thus  difiprent  minds  ^dilRiently  an)ufe4>  ^        .       ■■, 

For  ere  Achai^'$-fle«ti  had  l^led  tO:  Troy,;  ,  .    j 

Hine  times- was  I  eommandei  of  an  hoft         .        ,       '    , 

Embark'd  againft  a  foreign  foe,  ^nd  found  aSa 

In  all  thofe  enterprizee  gr^t  fuccels.' 

From  the  whole  bo»t)i,  .firft,  wha);  pJeasU  me  moll  > 

Chufing,  and  fhariiig^  alfo  much  by  lot  - 

I  rapidly  grew  ricbj  and  had  thenifefatth. 

Among  the  Cretans-j^py^rsnce  and.  r^fpfS..     ■,         ^   i8>s 

But  when  loud-thnnS'iWg  Jove,  l;hat  vqyagpdiie 

Ordain'd,  which  looefd  the  knees-  of  m^y  a  Greefcr 

Then,  to  Idomeqeufr;and  me  they  gave,     , 

The  charge  of  all  their,flget,,  icfiich  how  tD;  awoid'i 
We  found  not,,  &,imBprt»nt|te  the  <:r.y         .    ,   i-    ,»0o 

Of 
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Of  the  whole  hofi  impell'd  us  to  the  tiflc. 

There  fought  we  nine  long  years,  and  in  the  tenth 

(Priam's  proud  dtj  pillag'd)  fteeiy  lagain 

Our  galleys  hometfard,  whicti  ttu  Oods  difperied. 

Then  was  it  that  deep-planning  Jore  denfid'  ag$ 

For  me  much  enl.     One  fiiort  month,  ao  more, 

I  gave  to  joys  domeftic,  in  iriy  wi^,       • 

nappy)  and  in  my  babes,  and  in  my  wolth,     ' 

When  the  defire  feiz'd  me  with  feVral  Ihipc.  • 

Well-rigg'd,  and  furnifh'd  all  with  gallant  crews,  ■        go*. 

To  fail  for  M-gypt^  nine  I  fittiad  forth,  -  .  • 

To  which  ftout  mariners  ailembled  ftift. 

feiK'days  the  chofen  partners  of  my  voyage 

Feafted,  to  whom  I  numerous  viftims  gave 

For  facrifice^  and  fi>r  their  own  regale.  305 

Embarking  on  the  fev'nth  from  fpaeious  Crete, 

Before  a  clear  breeze  profp'rous  from  the  North 

AVe  glided  eafily  along,  as  down 

A  river's  ftream;  nor  one  of  m  my  fcips 

Damage  incurr'd,  but  healthy  and  at  eafe  '3t» 

We  fat,  while  gales  well-managed  urged  us  ott. 

The  fifth  day  thence,  linooth -flowing  Nile  we  reach'd. 

And  fafe  I  moofd  in  the  jS^yptSan  (ireara. 

Then,  charging  aD  my  raarinirt  M>  keep 

StriA  w«tch  for  prefervation  of  the  ihips,   ,       '  3*5 

I  ordet'd  fpies  into  the  hill-tops;  but  they     '; 

Under  the  impulfe  of  a  fprit  rafli  -         ' 

And  hot  for  quarrel,  the  WeH  tultur'd  fields 

Pillaged 
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Pillaged  of  the  ^Egyptians,  captive  led 

Their  wives  and  little  ones,  and  flew  the  men.  310 

Soon  was  the  city  alarm'd,  and  at  the  cry 

Down  came  the  citizensi  by  dawn  of  dayi 

With  horfe  and  foot,  and  with  the  gleam  of  a^s 

Filling  the  plain.  ■  Then  Jove  with  panic  dread 

Struck  all  my  people;  none  found  courage  more         32s 

To  ftand)  for  mi&hiefs  fwarm'd  on  ev'ry  fide. 

There,  num'rous  by  the  glitt'ring  fpeir  we.  fell 

Slaughter'd,  while  others  they  conduced  thence 

Alive  to  fervitude.     But  Jove  himfelf 

My  bofom  with  this  thought  infpired,  (I  would  330 

That,  dying,  I  had  firft  fulfill'd  my  fate 

In  jEgypt,  for  new  woes  were  yet  to  come !) 

Loofin^  my  brazen  caique,  aiid  flipping  off 

My  buckler,  there  I  left  them  on  the  field, 

Then  oaft  my  fpearaway,  and  feeking,  next,  335 

The  chariot  of  the  fov'reign,  clafp'd  his  knees. 

And  kifs'd  them.     He,  by  my  fubmiflioh  moy^, 

Deliver'd  me,  and  to  his  chajriot-feat 

Railing,  convey'd  me  weeping  to  his  home. 

With  many  an  aflien  fpear  his  warriors  fought  ^40 

To  flay  me,  (for  they  now  grew  fiery-wroth) 

But  he,  through  fear  of  hofpitable  Jove, 

Chief  puniflier  of  wrong,  faved  me  alive. 

Sev'n  years  I  there  abode,'  and  much  amals'di 

Among  the  jEgyptians,  gifted  by  them  all ;.  343 

But,  in  Oie  eighth,  revolving,  yearj  arrived 

A  flitewd 
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A  ftirew'd  Phoenician,  in  all  fraud  adept, 

Hoogry,  and  who  liad  num'rdus  harm'd  before, 

By  whom  I  alfo  was  cajoled,  and  lured 

T'  attend  him  to  Phoenicia,  whe'rehis  houfe  350 

And  his  ^ffeffions  lay ;  there  I  abode'       '  •  ■ 

A  year  complete  his  inmate }  biit  (the  days 

And  months  accomplilh'i^  of  the  rolling  year,    ' 

And  the  new  feafons  ent'riii^  oft  their  oourfe)'      ■■'•       '■ 

To  Lybia  tfaen,  on  board  his'  bark,  by  wiKs  '       3Si 

He  won  mi  with  hitn,  partner  6f  the' freiglit 

Profefs'd,  but  deftin'd  fecretly  toYale, 

That  he  might  profit  largely  by  my  pricii  '  ', 

Not  unfufpicious,  yet  conftrain'd  to  go,         '       '  ■'  ■ 

With  this  man  1  embark'd.     A  cloudlefs  gale  360 

Propitious  blomng  from  the  North,  our  fliip 

■Ran  right  before 'it  thro"  the  middle  fea, 

In  the  offing  over  Crete;  but  adverfe  Jove-  - 

Deftruftion  plann'd  for  them  and  death  the  while. 

For,  Crate,now  left  afar,  and  other  land  365 

Appearing  none,  but  flty  alone  and  fea. 

Right  o'er  the  hoBow  bark  Satumian  Jove 

A  doud  caerlilean  hung,  dark'ning  the  Deep. 

Then,  thund"ring  oft,  he  hurl'd  into  fhe  bark 

Hit  bolts ;  Ihe  fmktea  by  the  fires  of  Jove,  370 

Quaked  all  her  length;  with  fulphur  fiU'd  ifhe  reefd. 

And,  o'er  her  ^des  precipitated,  plunged 

Like  gulls  the  crew,  forbidden  by  that  ftroke 

Of  wrath  divine'  to  hspe  their  country  more.        '  ■  • 

But 
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But  Jove  himfelf,  when  I  liad  caft  away  37$ 

All  hope  of  life,  conduSed  tq  my  amis  "        .    . 

The  ftrong  tall  malt,  that  I  might  yet  efcape. 

Around  that  beam  I  dung,  driving  before 

The  ftormy  blaft.   ,  Nine  days  comfdete  I  drove, 

And,  on  the  tenth  dark  iiight,  the  rolling  flood  380 

Immenfe  convey'd  me  to  Thefprdtia's  Ihore. 

'Exfx  me  the  Hero  Phidon,  gen'rous  King 

Of  the  Thefprotians,  freely  entertained ; 

For  his  own  fon  difcov'ring  me  with  toil 

Exhaufted  and  with  cold,  raifed  me,  and  thence     '       385 

Led  me  humanely  to  his  father's  houfe,  ' 

Who  cherifh'd  me,  and  gave  me  frefli  attire. 

There  heard  I  of  Ulyffes,  whom  himfelf 

Had  entertained,  he  faid,  on  his  return 

To  his  own  land ;  he  fliew'd  me  alfo  gold,  390 

Brafs,  and  bright  fteel  elab'rate,  whatfoe'er 

Ulyffes  had  amafs'd,  a  ftore  to  feed 

A  lefs  illuftrious  family  than  his 

To  the  tenth  generation,  fo  immenfe      ' 

His  treafures  in  the  royal  palace  lay.  395 

Himfelf,  he  6id,  was  to  Dodona  gone, 

There,  from  the  tow'ring  oaks  of  Jove  to  aflc 

Counfel  divine,  if  openly  to  land 

(After  long  abfence)  in  his  opulent  realm  ^ 

Of  Ithaca,  be  heft,  or  in  difguife.  400 

To  me  the  monarch  fwore,  in  his  own  hall 

Pouring  libation,  that  the  Ihip  was  launch'd, 

1  U  And 
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Jtglftlthe  crew  ready  &r  hi&'C0^du<£t  home. 
But  me  he  iirft  difmifi'd,  for,  as  it  chanced, 
A  Ihip  lay  there;  of  the  Thefprotians,  bound  405. 

To  green  Du]ichiuin'9  iHe.     He  bade  the  crevr 
Bear  me  tOiKing  Acaifais  with  all  Qieed ; 
Batjthem  facother  thoughts; pleaied  more,  and  thoughts 
Of  harm  to  me,'  that  I  might  yet  be  jdnnged 
In  deeper  gulph?  of  woe  than  I  had  known.  4i<> 

For,  when  the  billoMf-dea,TJng  baii.  had  left 
The  land  remote,  fir^ming,  combined,  a  plot 
Againft  my  liberty,  they  ftrlpp'd  my  veft 
And  mantle,  and  this  tatter'd  raiment  fool 
Gave  me  inftead,  which  thy  own  eyes  behold.  415 

At  even-tide  reaching  the  cultur'd'coaft 
Of  Ithaca,  they  left  me  bound  on  board 
With  tackle  of  the  bark,  and  quitting  ftiip   •     , 
Themfelves,  made  hafty  fi^per  oh  the  fluted     ; 
But  me,  meantime,  the  Gods  eafily  loos'd  420 

By  their  own  pow'r,-when,  with  this  wrapper  vile 
Around  my  brows.  Hiding  into  the  fea 
At  the  ihip's  ftern,  I  lay'd  me  on  the  flix>d. 
With  both  hands  oaring  thence  my  courfe,  1  fwam 
Till  paft  all  ken  of  theirs ;  then  landing  where  4af 

Thick  covert  of  luxuriant  trteS  I  maik'd',; 
Clofe  couchant  down  I  lay  ;  they,  mutrting  load,  , 

Paced  to  and  fro,  but  deeming  farther  &arch 
Unprofitable,  foon  erobaik'd  again. 

Thus,  baffling  all  their  JeaK)i.with.eafe,  the  Gods       430 

Conceal'd, 
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Conceal'd  and  led  me  thehc^  A»  the  abode        ■.' .  ■  ■ 
Of  a  wife  man,  dooming  me  ftill  to  liro;        ;  -  :■  .    - 
To  whom  EumseuS  tliondidft  t^xasClepl^.'i  I  .■■.■■■  .-- 

Alas,  my  mofticftmjaffionJble'gueftifitoaJsv.- 1 :.  :.: 

Thou  haft  mach  mated'tftff'by'this'talb.'aSmrtB  .'      ^jS 

Of  thy  fad  wand'rings  and  tby  niutfiaoilnbes. 

Sis«>  fpeaking  of  U1M>^ '^>X«&i'i<>ft><i?^ 

AUcredenefe;  t.at4eaff>b«a  give  thee  nonei  . 

Why,  noblcis  thou  acq  i&onlditt  tfaiid  i^yeitt 

Palpable  falfehboijt ;  as  for.the  ratum  .'::  .  440 

Of  my  regr«ttfedilit*d,  omyTalt  Iknbw.  ::  .  •■ :  /T 

TtHat  had  he  not  beeftihffltttibjf'thetOodii'  •  ;        '  '     i  .? 

Unanimous,  he  hadinbsdtle  died 

At  Troy,  or  (that  long  doilbtfuV  war,  at  laft,  ......  i 

Concluded,)  in  his ;ge6^eJs;arms;  at  home.  •,:        445 

Then  univerfal  Greede; had  raifed' his. tottlb, 

And  he  had  even  forliiK  fbnl  atdiieVd 

Immortal  glory;' but  alas  J  faybedks  '■ ., 

Of  harpies  tom^'utifcemlylfight,  he  lies. 

Here  is  my  home  tIie>*hHe ;  J  neierieek  ^jto 

The  dty,  unlefs  ifumihott'd  by  dtoete 

Penelope  to  liften. to  Ae  news 

Brought  by  fome  lUxK^er,' wbsncefoe^er  arrived!    . 

Then,  all,  alike  in<iriiflate,  attend, '." 

Both  who  regret  thfe  abftnice^f  out  King,'  455 

Andwho  r^eipcgf):JM4tC8i&46goi^'     ..  ,   . 

ifi^ property ;;butas;'ia:«*r'a<> joy     '  --  :■:■-'■     -»  ':  ' 

Find  I  in  lilfning  after  fi««i'i^»««sj"'"   ■  ■  '-'  -w  I. 
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Since  an  ^tolianr  boiiEn'd'me,  .who  found   '  . 
■  (After  long  wand'ring  ovtr  various  lands    .  •  460 

A  fugitive  for.blqod)  my  lorife  xetreat.         ,  ■ 
Him  warm  I  welcomVi.  3nd  with  op^i  arms 
Receiv'd,  wlnhold'affinti'd.that.he  had  feen 
My  matter  with-idoiiieoeus  in  Crete 
His  ftiipsrefittiitj:il^fter'drb]raflOTiil^'    ■     •    :'      .   4rCs 
And  that  in  fummcr^withhis  godlike^bied  ■      .  u 

He  would  remnv  brinSgrng  grei»t  riches  bome^ 
fi^;elfe  in  autumn.   ^And  tlioii  antienc  gueft 
Foriomt  ikiee  thecthetOodahaye  hith«r.ted*'-t    ■.: 
Seek  not  to  gratify, il>e-;*ith  untruth*-       •  : .  : -470 

And  to  deceive  me,  iince  for  n&  fuch  caofe 
1  ihall  reipe(£t  or  love  theej  but  alone 
Bjr  jaty  influenced,  atid;  die  Jfialr  of :  Jove;  ;  :   [_ 

To  whom  Ulyflfes,  even  wifei  TOfiied;.    Jr    ,..-•■.  • 
Thou  halt,  in  truth,  a  moft  inctoldlau^  mindj .  '     '  '475 
Whom  evenrwithan  osai  I  havfe  Botjmdvedi 
Or  aught  perfuadeA    .Cqnle  thrtii^et.u^imake 
In  terms  exprefs  atovlnan^  anSi Ithe;GDd»r!  :i  •  ..•    !  .• 
Who  hold  Olympus,:  witnefs  ta'us  bolhHi.  ■.., 
If  thy  own  Lord  at  this  thy  honfe  arrive,..  ::    ;  :     ■;.48o 
Thou  lhaltd»rraifs,Jne;deteritJy,BttiiiBd::  :.:,:;  ■■  I  .-.    '■■ 
In  veft  and  mantle,  tl^lt  :Itaay, repair    .;  c;Ii;-  ,!!/;  ,:.,:' 
Mence  to  Dulicbium,  .whithei  I  would  goi  .-:"■ .     h 

But,  if  thy  Lord  come  not)  jcheo,  gatb'ringall      .. 
Thy  fervants,  headlong  burlgine  frDm:  a  nkki.    - ;  i']  4*s 
That  other  mendican(&i!9iijif:f«ar*)lie»:       ' .,' ';  :■:  '.  ' 
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To  whom  the  generous  fwine-herd  io  return^ 
YeSjftranger!  doabtleis  I  fbould  high  renown  ,. 
Obtain  for  virtue  aipong  men,  both  npijri . 
And  in  all  future  times,  if,  having  firft  '       -         .    490 
Invited  thee,  and  at  my  board  regaled, 
I,  next,  (hould  flay  thee ;  then  my  prjiy'rs,  would  mounts 
Paft  queftion,  fwiftly  to  Saturnian  Jove- 
But  the  hour  calls,  to  fupper,  and,  ere  long. 
The  partners  of  my  toils  will  come  prepared  49$ 

To  fpread  the  board  with  no  uniav'ry  cheer. 

Thus  they,  conferry.    And  qow  the  fwains  arrived,^, 
Driving  their  charge,  wb^ch  fail  they  foon  enclo£ed 
Within  their  cuftomary  penns,  and  loud 
The  hubbub  was  of  fwjne  prifon'd  within^  5,00 

Then  call'd  the  matter  to  hi?  mftic  train*: 
Bring  ye  the  beft,  that  we  m^y  fet  him  forth. 
Before  my  friend  frpra  foreign  climes  arrived. 
With  whom  purielyes  will  aUb  feaft,  who  find 
The  bright^tilk'4  njultituije  a  painful  charge,  505, 

While  others,  at  nq  coft  of  theirs,  confume 
Day  after  day,  the  psofit  of-  our  toils.; 

So  faying,  his  wood  for  fuel  he  prepared, 
And,  dragging  thither  a  well  fatted  brawn. 
Of  the  fifth  ye^  his  fervaats  held  Urn  faft  .  jro. 

At  the  hearth-fide.     Nor  failed  the  matter  fwain 
T"  adore  the  Gods,  (fer  wife  and  good  was  he) 
But  confecration  .gf  ^be  yi^m,  firtt, 
Himfelf  performing,  caft  into  the  fire 

The 
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The  forehead  briiMes  of  the  tufky  boaf,  515 

Then  pray'd  to  all  above,  that,  fafe,  at  length,    '    ' 

Ulyffes  might  regain' his  riaiive home. 

Then  lifting  an  huge  Saivt  that  lay  befide 

The  fire,  he  fmote.the  boar,  and  dead  he  fell. 

Next,  piercing  him,  and  fcorching  clofe  his  hair,         5M 

They  carv'd  him  quickly,  and^Eumasus  fpread 

Thin  Dices  crude  tak6n<frtsn.ev<ry  liittb 

O'er  all  his  fat,  then  other  flices  caft, 

Sprinkling  them  firft  with  meal,  into  the  fire.'    •'         ■'     - 

The  reft  they  ilaOi'd  arid  ftored,  aHdroaftea  «r^,.      5*5 

And  placed  it,  heap'd-t<^;e(!ber,  on  the  board.      •    ,''-'''. 

Then  rofe  the  good  Eamteim  to  his  taiflt  ;    " 

Of  diftributionj  for  he  underlteod'  ' . 

The  hofpitable  entertaioei's  part.  •  ■-  ." 

Sev'n-fold  partitioh  of  the.bmKjuet- niade. 

He  gave,  with  previous  praya-,  to  »Mai^  fon 

And  to  the  aymphs  one  portion  of  the  wholes 

Then  ferved  his  prefent  gusfts,  hinoarkig  fitft 

Ulyffes  with  the  boar's  'perpetual  chine ; 

By  that  diftinaion  juft  his  matter's  heatt  ■ 

He  gratified,  and  thus  the  Hero  fpake; 

Eumseus!  be  thou  as  bdovM  of -Jovfe  '  =  ,  "  -"  t'  '•''- 
As  thou  art  dear  to  me,  ■wharai  ftfingh'att&iid  -  '•  -'' 
So  coarfely,  thou  haft  ferved  with  ftich  refpefl-!   ■  \ 

To  whom)  Eomaeus,  thou  didffthus  reply.  ■'  ■  '  540 
Eat,  noble  ftranger3  and  refreftment  tdte     ■ '•-         ' '"'■ 
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Such  as  thou  may'ft ;  *  God  gives,  and  God  denies 
At  his  own  will,  for  He  is  Lord  of  all. 
He  faid,  and  to  the  everkfiing  Gods 
The  firfilings  lacrificed  of  all,  then  made  54$ 

Libation,  and  the  cup  placed  in  the  hands    . 
Of  city-fpoiler  Laertiades 
Sitting  belide  his  own  aUottad  Ihare. 
Meantime,  Mefaulius  laread  difpsnfed  to  all. 
Whom,  in  the  abfence  of  his  Lon^  himfelf  550 

Eumseus  had  frbm  Taphian  traders  bought 
With  his  own  prop^  goods,  at  ao  expence 
Either  to  old  Laertes  or  the  Queen. 
And  now,  all  itretch'd  their  haadi  toward  the  feafi 
Reeking  before  them,  and  when  hunger  none  55$ 

Felt  more  or  tbirfi,  Mefaulius  dear'd  the  board. 
Then,  fed  to  fuU  O^y,  in  bafte 
Each  fought  his  couch.    Sladc  came  a  laoonleis  night. 
And  Jove  all  night  defcended  &ft  in  flioW'rs, 
With  bowlings  of  the  ever  wat'ry  W*ft.  s6a 

Ulyfles,  at  that  found,  fbr  trial's  &k«   . 
Of  his  good  hoft,  if  potting  Off  his  clOSls 
He  would  accommodate  him,  or  require 
That  fervice  for  him  at  fome.  other  hand, 

*  Oio{ — without  a  relative,  and  confequently  lignifying  God  in  tile  abftraAy, 
is  not  unlrequentljr  fmmd  in  Kbmerj  though  fearing  to  give  offence  to  fcrious  mind, 
unacquainted  with  the  original,  1  have  not  always  given  it  that  force  in  the  tianHa-. 
tion.  But  here,  the  fentiment  is  fuch  as  fixes  the  fenfe  intended  by  tlie  author  with- 
a  precifion  that  leaves  me  no  option.  It  is  obfervable  too,  that^-^voTat  yttf  aTa,T«-. 
—is  an  albription  of  power,  fach.  as  the  poet  never  makes  to  his  Jupiter. 

Addreffing: 
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AddreiEflg  thus  the  family,  began.  565 

.  Hear  now,  Eumeeas,  and  ye  other  ftrains 
His  fellow-lab'ren !  I  fhall  fomewhat  boaft, 
By  wine  befool'd,  which  forces  ev'n  the  wife 
To  carol  loud,  to  titter  and  to  dancie. 
And  words  to  utter,  oft,  better  fupprefs'd.  570 

But  lince  I  have  begun,  I  Iha)l  proceed, 
Prating  my  fill.     Ab  might  thofe  days  return 
With  all  the  youth  and  ftrength  that  I  enjoy'd. 
When  in  clofe  itmbulh,  once,  at  Troy  we  lay ! 
Ulyffes,  Menelaus,  and  myfelf  575 

Their  chofen  coadjutor,  led  the  band. 
Approaching  to  the  city's  lofty  wall 
Through  the  thick  buflies  and  tbe  reeds  that  gird 
The  bulwarks,  down  we  lay  flat  in  the  marfti. 
Under  our  arms.     Then,  Boreas  blowing  loud,  580 

A  rueful  night  came  on,  frofty  and  charged 
With  fnow  that  blanch'd  us  thick  as  moriiing  ritne, 
And  ev'ry  ihield  with  ice  was  chryftall'd  o'er. 
The  reft  with  cloaks  and  vefts  well  cover'd,  flept 
Beneath  their  bucklers ;  I  alone  my  cloak,  585 

Improvident,  had  left  behind,  no  thought 
Conceiving  of  a  ieafon  fo  levere; 
Shidd  and  belt,  therefore,  and  nought  elfe  had  I. 
The  night,  at  length,  nigh  fpent,  and  all  the  liars 
DecUning  in  their  courfe,  with  elbow  thruft  550 

Againft  Ulyffes'  fide  I  roufed  the  Chief, 
And  thus  addrefs'd  him  ever  prompt  to  hear, 
i     •  Laertes' 
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Laertes'  noble  fon,  for  wiles  renown'd ! 
I  freeze  to  death.  Help  me,  or  1  am  loft. 
No  cloak  have  I ;  fome  evil  daemon,  fure,  595 

Beguil'd  me  of  all  prudence,  that  I  came 
Thus  fparely  clad ;  I  ftiall,  I  muft  expire. 

So  I J  he,  ready  as  he  i»as  in  arms 
And  counfel  both,  the  remedy  at  once 
Devifed,  and  thus,  low-whifp'ring,  anfwer'd  me.  600 

Hblli !  left  perchance  fome  other  hear — He  faid. 
And  leaning  on  his  elbow,  fpake  aloud. 

My  friends !  all  hear — a  monitory  dream 
Hath  reach'd  me,  for  we  lie  far  from  the  fliips. 
Hafte,  therefore,  one  of  you,  with  my  requeft  605 

To  Agamemnon,  Atreus'  fon,  our  Chief, 
That  he  would  reinforce  us  from  the  camp. 

He  Ijake,  and  at  the  word,  Andraemon's  fon 
Thoas  arofe,  who,  cafting  off  his  cloak. 
Ran  thence  toward  the  ftiips,  and  folded  warm  610 

Within  it,  there  lay  I  "till  dawn  appdar'd. 
Oh  for  the  vigour  of  fuch  yotith  again ! 
Theh,  fome  good  peafant  here,  either  for  love 
Or  for  refpedl,  would  cloak  a  man  like  me. 
Whom,  now,  thus  fordid  in  attire  ye  fcom.  615 

To  whom,  Eumaeus,  thou  didft  thus  reply.' 
My  antient  gueft !  I  cannot  but  approve " 
Thy' narrative,  nor  haft  thou  utter'd  aught 
Unfeemly,  or  that  needs  excufe.     No  want 
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Of  raiment,  therefore,  or  of  aught  belide  630 

Needful  to  folace  perniry  like  thinC) 

Shall  harm  thee  here ;  yet,  at  the  peep  of  dawn 

Gird  thy  own  tatters  to  thy  loins  again  4 

For  we  have  no  great  ilore  of  clpaks  to  boaft. 

Or  change  of  vefts,  but,  fingly,  one  for  each.         '      625 

But  when  Ulyffes'  fon  Ihall  once  arrive. 

He  vill  himfelf  with  veil  and  mantle  both 

Cloath  thte,  and  fend  thee  thither  moft  thoti  wotild'ft. 

So  faying,  he  rofe,  and  nearer  made  his  couch 
To  the  hearth-lide,  fpreading  it  thick  with  Ikins  630 

Of  ftieep  and  goats;  then  lay  tl^eHero.dowp,. 
O'er  whom  a  ftiaggy  mantle  large  he  threw. 
Which  oft-times  ferved  him  with  a  change,  when  rough 
The  winter's  blaft  and  terrible  arole. 
So  was  Ulyffes  bedded,  and  the  youths  ^  635 

Slept  all  beCde  him ;  but  the  mafter-fwain 
Chofe  not  his  place  of  reft  fo  far  remote 
From  his  rude  charge,  but  to  the  outer  court 
With  his  noaumal  furniture,  repair'd, 
Gladd'ning  Ulyfles'  heart  that  one  fo  true  640 

In  his  own  abfence  kept  his  rural  ftores. 
Athwart  his  fturdy  flioulders,.  firft,  he  flung 
His  faulchlon  keen,  then  wrapp'd  him  in  a  cloak 
Thick-woven,  winter-proof ;  he  lifted,  next. 
The  fliin  of  a  well-thriven  goat,  in  bulk  645. 

Siirpallihg  others,  and  his  javelin  took 

Sharp- 
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Sfaarp-p<nnted,  with  which  dogs  he  dTove.atid.men. 

Thus  arm'd,  he  fought  his  wonted  conch  beneath 

A  hollow  rode  where  the  herd  flept,  fecute 

From  the  Ibarp  cuneot  of  the  Northern  blaft.  6jo 
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Telemachus,  admoniflied  by  Minerva,  takes  leave  of  Menelaus, 
but  ere  he  iails,  is  accofted  by  Theoclymenus,  a  prophet  of  Argos* 
whom  at  his  earnell  requeft  he  takes  on  board.  In  the  meantime 
Eumxus  relates  to  UlyiTes  the  means  by  which  he  came  to  Ithaca. 
Telemachus  arriving  there,  gives  orders  for  the  return  of  his  bark 
to  the  city,  and  repairs  himielf  to  Eumieus. 


BOOK         XV. 

MEANTIMEto  Lacedaemon's  fpacious  vale 
Minerva  went,  that  (he  might  fummon  thence 
Ulyffes'  glorious  fon  to  his  own  home. 
Arrived,  flie  found  Telemachus  repofed 
And  Neftor's  fon  beneath  the  veftibule 
Of  Menelaus,  mighty  Chief;  Ihe  faw 
Piiiftratus  in  bands  of  gentle  lleep 
Faft-bound,  but  not  Telemachus ;  his  mind 
No  reft  enjoy'd,  by  filial  cares  difturb'd 
Amid  the  filent  night,  when,  drawing  near 
To  his  couch'  fide,  the  Goddefs  thus  began. 


Thou 
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Thou  canft  no  longer  prudently  remain 
A  wand'rer  here,  Telemachus !  thy  home 
Abandon'd,  and  thofe  haughty  fuitors  left 
Within  thy  walls ;  fear  left,  partition  made  i  j 

Of  thy  poffeiSons,  they  devour  the  whcde. 
And  in  the  end  thy  voyage  bootlefs  prove.'. 
Delay  not ;  fiom  brave  Menelaus  aflc 
Difmiflion  hence,  that  thou  may'ft  find  at  home 
Thy  fpotlefs  mother,  whom  her  brethren  urge  »o' 

^And  her  own  father  even  now  to  wed 
^urymachus,  in  gifts  and  in  amount 
Of  proffer'd  dow'r  fuperior  to  them  all. 
Some  treafure,  elfe,  fhaU  haply  from  thy  houfe 
Be  taken,  fuch  as  thou  wilt  grudge  to  fpare.  25' 

For  well  thou  know'ft  how  woman  is  difpofed ; 
Her  whole  anxiety  is  to  encreafe 
His  fubftance  whom  ftie  weds ;  no  care  hath  ihe 
Of  her  firft  children,  or  remembers  more 
The  buried  bulband  of  her  virgin  choice.  30 

Returning  then,  to  her  of  all  thy  train 
Whom  thou  flialt  tnoft  approve,  the  charge  commit 
Of  thy  concerns  domeitic,  'till  the  Gods 
Themfelves  Ihall  guide  thee  to  a  noble  wife. 
Hear  alfo  this,  and  mark  it.     In  the  frith  35 

Samos  the  rude,  and  Ithaca  between. 
The  chief  of  all  her  fuitors  thy  return 
In  vigilant  ambufli  wait,  with  ftiong  defire 
To  flay  thee,  ere  thou.reach  thy  native  (hore, 

But 
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But  ihall  not,  as  I  judge,  till  the  earth  hide  40 

Many  a  lewd  reveller  at  thy  expence. 

Yet,  fteer  thy  galley  from  thofe  iiles  afar, 

Ai)d  voyage  makt  by  night ;  fome  guardian  God 

Shall  fave  thee,  and  ihall  fend  thee  profp'rous  gales. 

Then,  foon  as  tium  attain'!}  the  oeareflr  Ihore  45 

Of  Ithaca,  difpatching  to  the  toirn 

Thy  bark  with  all  thy  people,  feek  at  once 

fhe  fwine-herd;  for  Eumsus  is  thy  friend. 

There  fleep,  and,  fend  lum  forth  into  the  town 

With  tidings  to  Penelope,  that  fafe  jo 

Thou  art  reilored  from  Pyl<is  hotne  again. 

She  faid,  and  fought  th'  Olympian  heights  fabllmei 
Then,  with  bis  heel  ihaking  him,  he  awoke 
The  fon  of  Neflor,  whom  he  thus  addrefs'd. 

Rife,  Nefior's  fon,  Pififiratus !  lead  forth  55 

The  fteeds,  and  yoke  them.     We  muft  now  depart. 

To  whom  the  fon  of  Neftbr  thus  replied. 
Telemachus !  what  hafte  foe'er  we  feel. 
We  can  by  no  means  prudently  attempt 
To  drive  by  night,  and  foon  it  will  be  dawn.  60 

Stay,  therefore,  'till  the  Hero,  Aa-eus'  fon, 
Spear-pra£lis'd  Menelaus  ihall  his  gifts 
Place  in  the  chariot,  and  with  kind  farewell 
Difmifs  thee ;  for  the  gueft  in  mem'ry  holds 
Through  hfe,  the  hoft  who  treats  him  as  a  friend.         6j 

Scarce  had  he  fpt^en,  when  the  golden  dawn 
Appearing,  Menelaus,  ftom  the  fide 

Of 
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Of  beauteous  Helen  ris'n,  their  bed  apptoach'df 

Whofe  coming  when  Telemachus  perceived, 

Cloathing  himfelf  haftily  in  his  veft  70 

Magnificent,  and  o'er  his  flioulders  broad 

Cafting  his  graceful  mantle,  at  the  door 

p«  met  the  Hero,  whom  he  thus  addrefs'd. 

Atrides,  Menelaus,  Chief  rebown'd ! 
Oifmifs  me  hence  to.  Ithaca  again,  7'j 

My  native  ifle,  for  I  defire  to  go. 

Him  anfwer'd  Menelaus  famed  in  arms,- 
Telemachus !  I  will  not  long  delay 
Thy  wilh'd  return.     I  difapprove  alike 
The  hoft  whofe  affiduity  extreme  80 

Diftrefles,  and  whofe  negligence  oSends ; 
The  middle  courfe  is  beft ;  alike  we  err. 
Him  thrufting  forth  whofe  wifli  is  to  remain, 
And  hind'ring  the  impatient  to  depart. 
This  only  is  true  kindnefs— To  regale  85 

The  prefent  gueft,  and  fpeed  him  when  he  would. 
Yet  ftay,  'till  thou  flialt  fee  my  fplendid  gifts 
Placed  in  thy  chatiot,  and  till  I  command 
My  women  from  our  prefent  (lores  to  fpread 
The  table  with  a  plentifiil  repaft^  90 

For  both  the  honour  of  the  gueft  demands. 
And  his  convenience  alfo,  that  he  eat 
Sufficient,  entMng  on  a  length  of  road. 
But  if  through  Hellas  thou  wilt  take  thy  way 
And  traverfe  Ai;gos,  I  will,  then,  myfelf  95 

Attend 
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Attend  thee ;  thou  Ihalt  journey  with  my  fteeds 

Beneath  thy  yok«,  and  I  will  be  thy  guide 

To  many  »  city,  whence  we  (hall  not  go 

Ungratified,  but  ihall  in  each  receive 

Some  gift  at  leaft,  tripod,-  or  charger  bright,  loo 

Or  golden  chalice,  or  a  pair  of  mules. 

■To  whom  Tdemachus,  difcrete,  replied. 
Atrides,  Menelaus,  Chief  renown'd ! 
I  would  at  once  depart,  (for  guardian  none 
Of  my  poiTeilions  have  I  left  behind)  loj 

Left,  while  I  feek  my  father,  I  be  loft 
Myfelf,  or  lofe  what  I  Ihould  grudge  to  fpare. 

Which  when  the  valiant  Menelaus  heard. 
He  bade  his  fpoufe  and  maidens  fpread  the  board 
At  once  with  remnants  -of  the  iaft  regale.  t  lo 

Then  Eteoneus  came,  Boetheus'  fon 
Newly  aris'n,  for  nigh  at  hand  he  dwelt. 
Whom  Menelaus  bade  kindle  the  fire 
By  which  to  drefs  their  food,  and  he  obey'd. 
He,  next,  himfelf  his  fragrant  chamber  fought,  115 

Not  fole,  but  by  his  fpoufe  and  by  his  fon 
Attended,  Megapenthes.     There  arrived 
Where  all  his  treafures  lay,  Atrides,  firft, 
Took  forth,  himfelf,  a  goblet,  then  confign'd 
To  his  fon's  hand  an  argent  beaker  bright.  1  »o 

Meantime,  befide  her  co%rs  Helen  flood 
Where  lay  her  variegated  robes,  fair  works 
Qf  her  own  hand.     Producing  one,  in  fize 


And 
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And  in  magnificence  the  chief,  aftar  '     ,         ;> 

for  fplendouT)  and  the  loweft  placed  of  all,  -  iut$ 

Loveliell  of  her  fex,  Ihe  bore  it  thence.  j  ..■ 

Then,  all  ^XKeeding  through  the  houfe,  Idtef  fai|g^t        \ 
Telemachus  again,  whom  reaching,  thus  '       i 

The  Hero  of  the  golden  locks  b^gao. 

May  Jove  the  Thunderec,  dread  Judo's  nMte,  tja 

Grant  thee,  Telemachus  I  fuch  voyage  home  .  ; 

Ai  thy  own  heart  defires !  accept  fiom  alt 
My  ftbret  felefted  as  the  ricbeft  be 
And  nobleftgift  for  finilh'd  beauty — This. 
I  give  thee  wrought  dabqrate  a  cUp,  tH 

Itfelf  all  lilver,  bound  with  Kp  of  gold. 
It  is  the  work  of  Vulcan,  which  to  mit 
The  Hero  Phsedimus  imparted.  King 
Of  the  Sidonians,  when,  on  my  netum. 
Beneath  his  roof  I  IbdgHl.     I  make  it  thine,  t4<* 

So  faying,  the  Hero,  Atreu^  foo,  the  cup 
Placed  in  his  hands,  and  Megapenthes  fet 
Before  him,  next,  the  argent  beaker  bright ; 
But  lovely  Helen  drawing  nigh,  the  robe 
Prefented  to  him,  whom  ihe  thus  addrefs'd.  145 

I  alfo  give  thee,  oh  my  Ibn,  a  gift. 
Which  feeing,  th(iu  Ihalt  think  on  her  whofe  hands 
Wrought  it ;  a  prefent  on  thy  nuptial  day 
For  thy  fair  fpoufe;  meaatieae,  ropsfe  it  fafe 
In- thy  own  mother's  keeping.     Now,  ferewelll  T50 

Profp'rous  and  llapliy  l>e  thy  voyage  home! 

»  Y  She 
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'    She  ceas'd,  and  gave  it  to  him,  who  the  gift 

Accepted  glad,  aad  in  the  <;haciot-cheft 

IHfiflratus  the  Hero  afl  difpofed, 

AdmiiiDg  tliem  tl^  while.    They,  following,  next,      155 

The  Hero  Menelaus  to  hit  hall 

Each  on  his  couch  or  oa  his  throne  repoled. 

A  maiden,  tbco,  with  gclden  ewer  charged 

And  lilver  bowl^  pour'd  water  on  their  hands. 

And  fpread  the  poliihVl.  table,  which  with  food  t6a 

Vatious,  felefted  from  hdr  piieient  ftores. 

The  miftrefs  of  the  heuichold  charge  fupplipd. 

JBaetheus'  fon  ftood  carreii,  and  to  each 

His  portion  gave,  while  Megapenthes^  &a 

Of  glorious  Menetans,  fery'd  the  ci^  16$ 

Then,  all  with  outllii4|ch'd  hands  the  fealt  ailkil'd. 

And  when  nor  hunger  mqse  nor  thirft  of  wine 

Th£y  felt,  Teknwcbus.  and  INeftor*s  foa 

Yoked  the  fwifi  fteedv  and,  taking  each  has  leat 

In  the  refplendent  chariot  drove  at  once  170 

Right  through  the  fouodii^  portioiK  abroad. 

But  Menelaus,  Hero  amber-bair'd, 

A  golden  cop  beating  viitb,  richeft  wine 

Replete  in  his  right.hand^  foUow'd  them  forth,. 

That  net  without  libatiaa  firft  perfocmTd  17$ 

They  might  depart;  lie  ftood  before.the  fteed^ 

And  drinking  &%  thqs,-  oparteouv  them  befpake. 

Health  to- you  both,  young.Sneodil  and  foom  m;  I^ 
Like  greeting  hear  to>-Neftor,  vtyai  C^j/tT, 

Tot 
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For  he  was  ever  as  a  father  kind  Xlhi 

To  me,  while  the  Achaians  warr'd  at  Troy, 

To  whom  Telemachus  difcrcte  replied. 
And  doubtlefs>  fo  we  will ;  at  our  return  '  V 

We  will  report  to  him,  Uluflriom  Priooe !  '       ' 

Thy  ev'ry  word.     And  oh,  I  would  to  heav'n  i8j 

Ttiat  reaching  Ithacft,  I  might  at  home 
yiyfles  hail  as  fure,  as  I  (hall  hence 
Depart,  with  all  benevolence  by  thee 
Treated,  and  rich  in  many  a  noble  gift. 

While  thus  be  fpake,  on  his  right  hand  appeai'd     19Q 
An  eagle ;  in  his  cdons  pounced  he  bare 
A  white-plumed  goofe  domeltiic,  newty  ta'en 
From  the  honfe-coort.     Ran  females  all  smd  males 
Clamorous  after  him ;  bntf  he  the  'fteeds 
Approaching  on  the  right,  fprang  into  air.  X95 

That  fight  rejoicing  and  with  hearts  revive 
They  view'd,  and  thus  Pififtiatus  his  Qieedt 
Amid  them  all  to  MendaUs  tum'd. 

Now,  Menelaus,  think,  illufl:rious  Ciiief ! 
If  us,  this  omen,  or  thyfelf  regard,  add 

While  wariike  Menelam  mufing  ftood 
-What  anfwer  &  to  frame,  Helen  m^ntime, 
His  fpoufe  long-fttded 'prev«ritin£  him,  began. 

Hear  me ;  for  I  will  snfw«r  as  the  Qods 
Teach  me,  ^nd  as  I  think  Ih^' come' to  pais.  205 

As  he,  defcending  ftbm  his  pllrce  of  birth 
The  mountains,  cxuj^t  our  J>ampejW  goofe  away,  , 

a  Y  »  So 
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So  (hall  Ulyfies,  after  many  woes 
And  wand'rings  to  Kis  hom»  reliored,  avenge         > 
'  His  wrongs,  or  even  now  i$  at  bis  home      ■'  210 

For  all  thofe  fuitois  fowing  feeds  of  woe. 

To  whom  Teleraachbjj  diibrete,:  replied. 
01i.:grant  it  Jovei  JundU  high-tbundYing  mater 
So  will  I,  there  arrivid^  *tth  towand  p*ay'r  : 
Thee  worihip,  as  thou  wert^thyfelf;  divine.  aij 

He  faid,  and  lalhM  the'co\ttfe*S;  fi«'y  <hey- 
And  fleet,  fprang  through  the  eity 'to  the  plaih. 
Allday  theyBke  on  either  fidetbey  Jhookj  '  • 

Journeying  fwift ;  and  bow  the  fettSng  fun 
To  gloomy  evening  had  refign'd  the  roads,      :  a2« 

When  they  to  Phere  canie,  and  in  the  ho\^'       ■ 
Of  good  Diodes  flept,  itheir  libtd  hoft,  ■  ' 

Whofe  fire  OriUochus  ftbm.Alphdus  fprang. 
But  when  Aurora,  daughter  of  the  Dawn, 
Look'd  rofy  ftom  the  Eaft,  y<*ing  thai^fteeds,  ii^ 

They  in  the  fumptuous  chariot  fat  ag<mi. 
Forth  through  the  TOftibule  they  drove,  and  through 
The  founding  portico,  when  Neftort  fotv 
Plied  brilk  the  fcourge,  and  wiHing  fleW  the  {ieeds. 
Thus  whirl'd  along,  foon:  they  a]^poach'd  lehe  gates      830 
Of  Pylus,  when  Telemadiiis,  hi»  fpeech      ■  ' 
Turning  to  his  companion,  thus  began.     • 
,    How,  fon.of  Nritor  t  ihalt  I  win  from  thee 
>fot  piomjfe  only,  but  performance  kind    • 
Of  myrequeft?  we  are  not  boand  alone  a  35 

To 
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To  friendfbip  by  the  friendfliip  of  our  firesi 

But  by  equality  of  years,  and  this 

Oar  journey  Ih^l  unite  us  fiill  the  more. 

Bear  me  not,  {  intreat  thee,  noUe  friend ! 

Beyond  the  fliip,  but  drop  me  at  her  fide,  240 

Left  ancient  NeAor>  though  againft  roy  will. 

Detain  me  in  hi»  palace  through  defile 

Jo  feaft  me,  for  I  dread  the  leaft  delay. 

He  fpake ;  then  mufed  Pififtratus  hoir  beft 
He  might  eSe&  the  wilhes  of  his  friend,  445 

And  thus  at  length  refolved ;  turning,  his.  ftee4G 
With  fudden  deviation  to  the  fltore 
He  fought  the  bai^>  suid  placing  in  the  Aera 
Both  gold  and  raiment,  .th«ilh)ftri«ns:^As: 
Of  Menelaus,  thus,  in  socenta  vringU  250 

With  ardour,  urged  Tetemachm  away. 

Difpatch,  embark,  fummon  thy  crfw  on  boatd, 
Pre.  my  arrival  noti<^  give  of  thine 
To  the  <4d'  King;  -for  vehement  I  know. 
His  temper,  neither  ^yiU  he  let  thee  henGe„  aj  j 

But,  hafting.  hither,  will  himielf  enforce 
Thy  longer  ftay,  that  thou  may'ft  not  depait  -    . 

Ungifted  ;  nought  will  fire  his  anger  monCi 

So  faying,  he  to  the  Pylian  city  urged 
His  fteeds  bright-maned,  and  at  the  patoCe-gate  x6a 

Arrived  of- Neftar  fpeedily ;  meantime 
Telemachus  exhorted  thus  his  crew. 
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My  gallant  fiiends !  fet  all  yoor  tadLle,  dimb 
The  fable  bark,  for  I  would  now  return. 

He  fpake ;  they  heard  him  gladly,  arid  at  onc«-        »6s 
All  fill'd  the  benches.     While  his  voyage  he 
Thus  expedited,  and  belide  the  ftern 
To  Pallas  facrifice  perfornj'd  and  prayed, 
Aiiranger,  born  remote,  who  had  efcaped 
From  Argos' fugitive  for  Wood,  &  feel-,  '  a  79 

And  of  Melampiis'  progeny,  approach'd. 
Mefampus,  in  old  time;  in  Pylus  dwelt, 
Mother  of  flocks,  alike  for  \ve*h  rehown'd    ' 
And  the  magnificence  of  his  abode. 
He,  flying  from  the  far-famed  PyKito  King,  ijg 

The  mighty  Neleus,  migrated  at  length 
into  another  land,  whofe  wealth,  the  whllei  ■■  ' 

Neleus  by  force  poflefs'd  a  year  complete. 
Meantime,  Meiampus  in  the  houfe  endured 
*Of  Phylacus  imprifonment  and  woe,  a8o 

And  burri'd  with  wrath  for  Ndeus'  daughter  fake 
Sy  fell  Erynnis  kittcBed  in  his  heart.    ' 
But,  fcaping  death,  he  drove  the  Ibwing  beeves 
From  Phylace  to  Pylus,  well  avenged 
His  num'rous  injuries  at  Ndeus"  huids  a8<^ 

.  *  Iph^cliu  the  Con  of  Phylaciti  hfA  lekfi  oA  dM^ined  cattle  beloiiging  to  Nelemi 
Neleus  Drdcred  liis  nephew  Mclamput  to  recover  them,  aikl  as  {ccurity  for  his  obe- 
dience fet«ed  on  a  confidetaUfc 'parr  ti'.ins  p«fie$0ii8.  '  Mdampus.  attcuplxd'tllB 
fervice,  .failed,  and  «as  call  into  pfifon^  but  at  length  cfcaping,  accomplilhed.  his 
errand,  vanquilhed  Neleas-in  battle, 4nd carried  off  his  daughter  Pero,  whotn  Neleus 
liadptooiifcd  to  the  brochflr  of  Mdlampas,  but  had  afteFW^rd  refuftd  her. 

Suftain'd, 
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Sufiain'd)  and  gave  into  his  bioth«'&  arms 

King  Neleus'  dongbter  Mr,  the  promis'd  bride. 

To  Argos  fteed-reaown'd  he  journey'd  nexti 

There  deAin'd  to  inhabit  and  to  rule 

Multitudes  of  Achaians.     In  that  land  £90 

He  married,  built  a  palaqe^  and  became 

Father  of  two  brave  fons,  Antiphates 

And  Mantius ;  to  Antiphates  was  bom 

The  brave  O'icleus;  from  Oideus  fprang 

Amphiaratis,  demagogue  renown'd,  agS 

Whom  with  all  tenderneis,  and  as  a  friend 

Alike  the  Thund'rer  and  Apollo  prized ;. 

Yet  reacb'd  he  not  the  bounds  of  hoary  age. 

But  by  his  mercenary*  conforms  arts 

Ferfuaded,  met  his  deitiny  at  Thebes.  306 

He  'gat  Alcmxon  and  Amphilochus. 

Mantius  was  alfo  father  of  two  ions, 

Clytus  and  Polyphides.     Clytus  pafs'd 

From  earth  to  heaVn,  and  dwells  among  the  Gods, 

Stol'n  by  Aurora  for  I»s  beauty's  fak^  305 

But  (brave  Amphiaraus  once  deceafed) 

Phoebus  exalted  Polyphides  fer 

Above  all  others  in  the  prophet's  part. 

He,  anger'd  by  his  father,  loamU  away 

To Hyperefia, wherehe  d^drseoown'd  '  3x0 

Throughout  all  lands,  tbecBBdta;  of  all. 

*  Hit  wiGe  Er^jle.  bribed  by  Pol^rniccs.  periiiaded  binit  diougb  Mrare  that  death 
aibited  bim  at  tbat  dt^-tO'eo-n'nttVnf  wfatit  he  ftU  accoidiiiglyk 

His 
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His  fon,  named  •ThtodymenuS,  wa6  he  • . . 

Who  now  appio^di'd;  he  found  Teiemachas 
Libation  oiTrir^g  in  his  bark,  and  pray'r, 
And  in  wing'd  accents  ardent  him  addrefs'd.  ■      31$ 

:  -Ah,  friend!  linct  faCtifidng  in  this  place  '       '   ■ 

I  find  theie,  by  thefe  facred  rites  and  thofe 
Whom  thou  ador'ft,  and  by  thy  ovra  dear  life, ' 
And  by  the  lives  of  thefe  thy  mariners 
I  beg  true  anfwer;  hide  not  what  I  aik.  32a' 

Who  art  thou )  ■  whence  ?  where  bom  ?  and  fprung  from: 
whom?  ■  ' 

To  whom  Telemachus,  difcrete,  replied. 
I  will  inform  thee,  ftniflger !  and  Will  felve    .      ■       ■       - 
Thy  queftions  with  much  truth.     I  am  by  birth' 
Ithacan,  and  Ulyffes  was  my  fire.  '     its' 

But  he  hath  perifh'd  by  a  woeful  death. 
And  I,  believing  it,  mth  tbete  have  plow'd 
The  Ocean  hither,  int'refted  to'leam 
A  father^  fate  long  abfent  from  his  home. 

Then  anfwet'd  godlike  Theodyniehus.  J30 

I  alfo  am  awand'rer,  having  flaio' 
A  man  of  my  own  tribe ;  brethren  and  ftienda 
Num'itjus  had  he  in  Argot  fteedrrenown'd. 
And  pow'rful  are  the  Ach'aiaBS  4*'elling  there. 
Emm  them,  through  ttROur^cif  inpto^ng  death,        335 
I  fly,  a  banilh'd  man  lienceferth -for  ever.  ' 

Ah  fave  a  fuppliant  fugitive  I  left  death 
O'ertake  me,  Sot  I  doubt  not  their  purfuit.    , 

'.■'.'    Whom 
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Whom  thus  Telemachus  anfwer'd  difcrete. 
I  (hall  not,  be:  sfftafd,  (nee  thou  deiir'ft  34.0. 

To  join  me,  chace  thee  from  my  bark.  away. 
Follow  me,  therefore,  and  with  us  partake, 
In  Ithaca,  what  bed  the  land  aifords. 

So  faying,  he  at  the  ftranger's  hand  received 
His  fpear,  which  on  the  deck  he  lay'd,  then  dimb'd    345 
Himfelf  the  bark,  and,  feated  in  the  ftern, 
At  his  own  fide  plac^  Theodymenns,  ■ 
Xhey  caft  the  hawfers  loofe ;  then  with  loud  voice 
Telemachus  exhorted  all  to  hand 

The  tackle,  whom  his  failors  prompt  obey'd.  350 

The  tall  maft  heaving,  in  its  focket  deep 
They  lodg'd  it,  and  its  cordage  braced  fecuie. 
Then,  ftraining  at  the  halyards,  hoifed  the  fail. 
Fair  wind,  and  blowing  freih  through  isther  pure 
Minerva  fent  them,  that  the  bark  might  run  355; 

Her  nimbleft  courfe  thn>))^  all  the  briny  way. 
Now  fank  the  fun,  and  dulky  eftuog  dimm'd 
The,  waves,  when,  driven  by  propitious  Joye, 
His  bark  ftood  right  for  P,b«FBe';  .theqcp  ib«  ftretch'd 
To  facred  EUs  where  the  Epeant  rule,  31^0 

And  through  die  iharp  Echimdes  he  pext 
Steer'd  her,  uncertain  whether  iafe  twdairfd 
His  Ufe  or  death,  furpii(»(.  ly  .e&i^«,    .         .         ... 

Meantime  UlylTes  ^nd  die  f«(iiD^>er4M  ' 
Their  cottage-mefs,  and  the  afliftaw  fvains        ,         363. 
Theirs  alfoj  and  wheph^ingei!  npwr^d  thitll  ,  ■  ■  ■. 

a  Z  Had 
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Had  ceafed  in  all,  Ulyffes  thus  began. 

Proving  the  fwineherd,  whether  friendly  (till,    ■ 

And  anxious  for  his  good,  he  would  intreat 

His  ftay,  or  thence  haften  him  to  the  town.  370 

Eumaeus,  and  all  ye  his  fervants,  hear ! 
It  is  my  purpofe,  left  I  wear  thee  out. 
Thee  and  thy  friends,  to  feek  at  eariy  dawn 
The  city,  there  to  beg — ^But  give  me  firft 
Needful  inftruaions,  and  a  tnifty  guide  375 

Who  may  condiift  -me  thither ;  there  my  talk 
Muft  be  to  roam  the  ftreets ;  fome  hand  humane 
Perdiance  fliaH  give  me  a  fmall  pittance  theref, 
A  little  bread,  and  a  few  drbps  to  drink. 
Ulyffes'  palace  I  Ihall  aUb  feek,  38a 

And  to  difcrete  Penelope  report 
My  tidings  5  neither  (hall  I  fail  to  mix 
Wifli  thofe  imperious  fuitors,  who,  themfelves 
Full-fed,  may  fgaie  perhaps  fome  boon  to  me. 
Me  fliall  they  find,  in  whatfotfer  they  vriih  385 

Thdr  ready  fervitor,  for  (underftand 
And  mark  me  well)  the  herald  of  the  Ikies, 
Hermes,  from  whom  all  anions  of  mankind 
Their  grace  receive  and  polifh,  is  my  friendy 
So  that  in  menial  offices  I  fear  390 

No  rival,  whether  I  be  call'd  to  heap 
The  hearth  with  fud,  01  dry  wood  to  cleave, 
To  roaft,  to  carve,  or  to  difiribute  Wine, 
As  oft  the  feix  are  wont  who  ferve  the  great. 

To 
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To  whom,  Eumaeus !  at  thofe  words  difpleafed,       jjjj 
Thou  didft  reply.     Cods !  how  conkl  fuch  a  thought 
PefTefs  thee,  ftraogtr  ?  fureljr  thy  re&lve 
Is  altogether  fiu  to  pcdlh  therei, 
If  thou  indeed  haft  purpos'd  with  that  throng 
To  mix,  whofe  riot  and  outrageous  aAs  41M 

Of  violence  echo  through  the  vault  of  heaxr^. 
None,  fiich  as  thov,  ierve  fbem ;  their  iervitors 
Are  youths  well-claak'd,  well-vefted ;  fleek  their- headt,    . 
And  fmug  their  countenances ;  fuch  iUonc 
Are  their  attendants,  and  fhe  pcdiih'd  boards  405 

Groan  overcharged  with  bread,  with:  flefti,  witU  wine. 
Reft  here  content;.  &«  neither  m«  nor  thefe 
Thou  wearieft  aught,  and  when  Ulyfles' Cm    , 
Shall  come,  he  williiath  veft  and  Uantle  ;&)ir 
Cloath  thee,  and  fend  thee,  whitfacr  tni^  tbou  woOldTfti  . 

To  whom,  Ulyfies,  Hers  -toil-inurtd.,  ^4;c.t' 

I  wiih  thee,  O  Eumeus  I  dear  to  Jove 
As  thou  art  dear  to  m«,  fi>r  thia  negdeve 
Vouchfafed  me  kind,,  fioqsr  waad'riog  and  from  woe  I 
No  worfe  condition  is  of  mortal  man  41  $ 

Than  his  who  wanders ;  for  the  poor  roan,  driv'n 
Ey  woe  and  by.  miafoftune  homelefs  fortby 
A  thoufand  mis'aes,  day  by  day,  endure^. 
Since  thou  detain'ft  rat,  then,  and  bidd'ft  me  wait 
His  coming,  .teU  me  if  the  &ther  ftiU  410 

Of  famed  UlySes  live,  whom,  going  hence. 
He  Ififl  fo  nearly  on  the  verge  of  life  ? 

2  Z  2  And 
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■  And  lives  tis  mother .'  or  havfc  both  deceafed 
Already,  and  defcended  to  the  (hades  i     ■ 

To  whom  the  mafter  Cvrineherd  thus  replied.  445 

I  will  inform  thee,  and  with  ftriaeft  truth j 
Of  all  that  thou  haft  alk.!d.     Laertes  lives, 
But  fupplication  oiTring  to  theGods  ■ 
Ceafelefs,  to  free  him  from  a  weary  life,  '      '  -    ' 

So  deeply  his  long-abfent  foti  he  mourns,  430 

And  the  dear  cohfort  of  his  early  youth, 
Whofe  death  is  his  'chief  forrow,  and  hath  brought 
Otd-age  on  him,  or  ere  its  date  artived. 
She  died  of  forrow  fer  her  glorious  fon. 
And  died  deploitably* ;  may  never  6iem[  435 

Of  mine,  or  benefaAor  die  as  ihe! ' 
While  yet  ftift  liVd,  d^ftedas  Ihewasr 
I  founds  it  yet  fome  folace  to  converfe 
With  her,  who  reaiM  me  in  my  childifh  days. 
Together  with  her  lovely 'yonDgeft-bom    ■  440 

The  Princefs  Ctimeni;  foi  iide  by  fide 
We  grew,  and  I,  fcarce  honour'd  lefs  than  Ihe. 
But  foon  as  our  delightful  prime  we  both 
Attain'd,  to  Samos  her  they  ient,  a  bridb-. 
And  were  requited  with  rich  dowlr ;  but  me  445 

Cloath'd  handfontely  with,  tunic  and  with  veft. 
And  with  fair  &nd^s  fumkh'd)  to  the  field 
Siie  orderM  forth,  yet  loved  tne  ftill  the  mort. 

*  She  is  raid  to  have  hanged  heifel/. 

I  mils 
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I  mifs  her  kindnefiunSwibBtgradous  heav*!! 

Profpers  the  work  on  Which  I  he^  attend;  4S0 

Hence  have  I  food,  and  :UcitaljI;dri^i^  nnd  hente.v 

Refielh,  fometimes,  a.TtortiETiguBft  like:ti>ie.    >  .  -.   ; 

But  kindnefs  nonei'exixsieneei'I,  or  can,. 

From  fair  Penelope  (nd7,jlriflr«fs-.now>;  ■; 

In  word  or  a£liaa,'.&>&itiitiilaaa£s:ciuiH  !■■ :'    V         '45j 

With  that  lewd  thronj^h  ^daflflBOiald  ihe:fertramts-'be 

Might  they  approiich  theicitiiiUiefs,  and  receive  ' 

Advic£  from, her;  glad  i»a  tp  at  and  drink,. 

And  fomewhat  bear  tsttbi  tochia.iluiid  Ivmie^  ' 

For  perqiiifites  are  evir  feihmMH:  jajn;    '       4^ 

Then  answer  thus,  Ulyiles  wife-  retnm'd. 
Alas.!  good  fwain,  Enidaeae,  how  temote .  i.  > 

From  friends  and  countryiwaft 'diaiili.fotced  (ajfosaa  '.■■'■ 
EVn  in  thy  infancy^  Biartell  me  true;  .'  '    ;  '-    ; 

The  city  where  I4iy  parents  dwelt,  did  foes  '.      463 

Pillage  it .':  or  did  eUe  fomehoflileband  ■'■    .  ,  I     :  v.:,  . 
Surprizing  thee  alone,^  on  h^  or  fludtr    .vi .. 
Attendant,  bear  thee  with^iem  o'ebthe  Kep^  'i'-' '. 

And  fell  thee  at  this  HeroVhoufe,  mho  ;payM  \. 

Doubtlefs  for  (bee  no  fordid  price  or  iinall  \'         '■     '   470; 

Ta  whom  the  mafter  fwineherd  in  reply. 
Stranger !.  iince  thpu  art  cunous.to  be.  told 
My  ftory,  lilent  liften,  and  thy  wine 
At  teifiire  quaff.     The  nights  are  Ibngeffi  now,, 
And  foch  as  time  for  ileep^^^rd,  and  time  ..  .'49:5. 

For  ]deafant  conf rence ;  neitherwere  it  good! 

That 


,  Google 


3j(  HQMERV;  O.DYS;SBT.  BtudcXV. 

That  thou  Ihacdtfft  to th.y  coadiiMfoiallfayhbbri.  '     ;. 

Since  even  ileep  it  hurtfcd,'  in  ekcefs.     :' 

Whoever  here  ia  ■iresB7,.i»!ict*ftefe-  :  ,',.       •,.....• 

Early  repofe,. tot' h«i»<ie]pfl:t',t4i«ft,r  ,fi   ;:.'.'.  /  .485 

And,  at  the  peep  of  day)  *hen  he  hath  fed  . 

Sufficiently,  drive  forth  my  ia«fte»^  hemJ; 

Bg»  we  with  wine.'anda3iMaHfun»iai\iI>o«ia;,i- 111  ;■:       .. 

Supptieai^wflliibhu)*  fataWia^y.'deriviB? '  .   1  I"  ■'  ■■■■'■  i-"- 

From  recollection  of  o^  fiifieiiags  paft';  '  48 j 

For  who  hath  much  eadimdj.  and  inrindeiAi  far^  ■'■  --'■ 

Finds  the  redtgl.ev'tt  M  .^aidw  fweeu  ii"-!'  3.:  i;    ;  ■">  .'  11^. 

Vow  hear  thy.queftion  ra«SBfiedi;tattien<ll":  -^  '  '■  ;'  x    '.■  : 

There  is  an  iilan'd.  (ithauL-haA'&tta^  ptnihancek : 

Of  fuch  an  iile)  naoMd  ^Syri^^  .it:is  pl^osd   i  . .'  ',  '.^o 

Above Ortygijj  aniii  idiil^own^  .!..;  .''c  i'      .1; 

True  to  the  tropic  changes  of  the  yealr.  -■■'. 

No  great  extent  flie  baafts,  yet  is  Ihe  rich 

In  catde  and  in  flocks,  ia  wheat.i»<  -wine. 

No  famine  knows  dut  people^  be  dil^e!  49  j 

Noifome,  of  all'  thateUbwhere  feize  the  race 

Of  miferable  DMn ;  but  when  (dd  age 

Steds  on  the  citizens,  Apailo>  -  alrin'd 

*  Not  improlnbly  the  illhmus  «f  S/racufe,  aa^JUnd,  perhaps^  or  pemnTtda  at  that 
period,  or  at  leafl  imagined  to  W  J«eb  kjr  Homer.  Tlve-biftb  of  Diana  gave  beae 
to  OrtTgia.  F. 

•  "OBi  TftTtci  v(Xi'*i«.— The,  Tra^ator.hn  rendered  the  paiCige  according  t]» 
that  interpretation  of  it  to'which  feveral  of  the  bed  expofitors  incline.  Nothing  can 
b«.^iabrurdas  tofuppoft,  thatHbrnefSToc^r^cA  in  Us  geographjF,  could  meanw 
place  a  Mediterraoewi  ifliMid  uodet  the. Tropic..     .. 

with 
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With  filver  b»v  jdid  bright  Btatt^  come, 

Whofe  gentle  fltafts  difinifs  them  iboo  to  ie&.    .  .,     500 

Two  cities  Ihare  between  them  all  the  ifle. 

And  both  were  fubje£t  to  my  father's  fway 

Ctelius  OrmeniSes,  a  godfike:  GhidT;  ■'•' 

It.dianced  that  Irom  Phcebitia,  filmed  for  ikill 

In  arts  marine,  a  veSei  thither  came  505 

By  (harpers  maAn'd,  and  iaden  deep  with  toys. 

Now,  in  my  Other's  family  abode 

A  fair  Phcenidan,  tall^  Itdl-fized,  aiidikiird' 

In  works  of  elegance,  whom  (bey  b^uiled.  ' 

While  Ihe  wafli'd  lioen  on  the  beach,  befid«  510 

The  Ihlp,  a  certain  mariner  of  thofe 

Seduced  her;  fe  all  women,  ev'n  the  wife 

And  fober,  feeble  prove  by  love  alfail'd. 

Who  was  ihe,  he  enquired,  and  whence  I  nw  file 

Scrupled  to  tell  at  once  her  father's  home.         :  515 

I  am  of  *Sidon,  famous  fbrher'Workt 
IQ  brafs  and  fleel ;  daughter  of  Arybas, 
Who  rolls  in  affluence ;  Tapihian  ]watcs  thence 
Stole  me  returning  £nonl  fhe-fiel^  ftbrh  whom 
This  Chief  procured  me  at  no  little  colt.  '  j  10 

Then  anfwer  thus  her  patamDUr  retum'd. 
Wilt  thou  nM  hsBce  to  Sidobifi:  dur  &ap, .  ■ 
That  thou  may'fl  once  more  <vi&  the  abode  < 
0/ thy  own  wolthy  parents, '  ind  thonfelvet ; 


*  A  principal  city  of  ptieenicis. 
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For  ftill  they  live,  and  ;fliU.are  wealthy  deemld.  5*5 

To  whom  the  wpmah.     £ven  thu  niigtU:  be, 
Would  ye,  ye  feamen,  by  a  foltcnn  oath' 
AiTure  me  of  a  fafe  conv-eybnce  hoiiie.;  . 

Tfhen  fware  the  maririetS)  as 'flie  required,:. 
And,  when:their>aath  was  endedy  thus  agaitt.     1         530 
The  woman  of  Phoenicia  them  befpake. 

Now,  filence  J  ao  m.an,;henEefotth,  of  you  all 
Accoft  me,  though  he  meet  me  on  the  road. 
Or  at  yon  fountiiiin ;:  left /ome  tattler  run     : ,: 
With  tidings  honie  to  my  <51il  mafter's  ear,  jjj 

'Who>  with  fufjttcioii  fouch'd,  may  me  ioadfiC 
In  cmd  bonds,  and  d^ath  a>ntrive:for  ji««. . 
But  be  ye  clofe ;  qmaiafe  your  ftores  in  hsiftq  J 
And  when  your  veiTcl  fliall  be'  freighteri  fiill. 
Quick  fend jne .notice ;  fori  mean  to  fadng  540 

What  gold  foeveropportvme  I  iind, 
And  will  my  paffage  thearftilly  defray 
\¥ith  ftill  another  pioveable.     1  nurie 
The  good  man's  fon,  ah  urchin  fliiiewd,  of  age  '     . ' 

To  fcartiper  at  .my  fide;  Jiim  wiD  I  bring>  '      .   t  -•    S45 
Whom  at  fome  foreign  inarlcet  ye  {hall  prove 
Saleable  at  what  price  ibe'er  ye  will.  '  . 

So  faying,  (he  to  tay.&Oiei's'houfeTetum'd. 
They,  there  abjuUng  thfe  itfhole  jarj.  their  'Ihipi 
With  purch!(fed  goods  Jfreighted  of  ev'ry  kind,       .  ,  '5^0' 
And  when,  her  lading  now  complete,  flie  lay    - 
For  fea  prepared,  their  ttieflenger  arrived 

To 
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To  fummon  down  the  woman  to  the  fliore. 
A  mariner  of  theirs,  fubtle  and  flirewd, 
Then,  ent'ring  at  my  father's  gate!,  produced     ,    ■       $^^ 
A  fplendid  collar,  gold  with  amber  ftrung. 
My  mother  (then  at  home)  with  all  her  maids 
Handling  and  gazing  on  it  with  -ddight, 
Propofed  to  purchafe  it,  and  he  the  nod 
Significant,  gave  unoBferv'd,  the  while,  560 

To  the  Phcenician  woman,  and  retumHl. 
She,  thus  inform'd,  leading  me  by  the  hatid 
Went  forth,  and  finding  in  the  veftibule 
The  cups  and  tables  which  my  father's  guefts 
Had  ufed,  (but  they  were  to  the  forum  gone      ■         •  565 
For  converfe  with  theirfritinds  aillembled'there)  ' 
Conyey'd  three  cups  into' her  bofom-folds, 
And  bore  them  off,  whom'  I-  a  thoughtlefs  child  •'    . 
Accompanied,  at  the  decline  of  day,    .■',■-  ■'. 

When  dulky  evening  had  embroWn'd  the  Ihore.  570^ 

We,  ftepping  nimbly  em,  foon  reach'd  the  port  i 

Renbwn'd,  where  that  Phoenidan 'veffel.lay..       t  „.:■:.  '.\ 
They  Ihipp'd  us  both,  and  all  embadrinig  cleavW  ' .    ■ 
Their  liquid  road,  by  1  fitvourablt;  -gales,        ' 
Jove's  gift,  impell'd.     Six  days  we  day  aiid  night         575 
Continual  failed,  but  ^bin  Sammian  Jove  ■ 
Now  bade  the  fev'nth  bright  m<mi-aircime  the  flues, 
Then,  fliaft-arm'd  Draft  fh-nct  thri  womah  dead. 
At  once  ftie  pitch'd  headlong  inld'the.bilge 
Like  a  fea-copt,  whence  heaving  her  again,  580 
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The  feamen  gav*  iMr  to  h^  &Sbt»'  food> 

Aad  I  furvived  to  meura  her.    flwthe  winds 

And  rollitig  billows  them  bore  to  the  eoitft  . 

Of  Ithaca,  where  with  bis  {ooper  goods 

Laertes  bou^t  IB«.     B7  fudi  iqeaiu  it  chanoed  .        58^ 

That  ere  I  faw  the  jffle  to  which  I  dwell. 

To  whom  Ulyffes,  glorious  Chief,  replied. 
Kuraaeus !  thou  haft  moved  me  much,  thy  woes 
Enumerating  thus  M  l«ge.     But  Jove 
Hath  neighboufd  all  lhy  «v»l  with  this  good,         ,      590 
That  after  numVow  forrows  thou  haft  reach'd 
The  houfe  of  a  ki«d  maftar,  «t  wh<^  hands 
"Ei^  fuftenance  n  AiKh  and  beip  thou  lead^ft 
A  tranquil  ]>&,{,  .buC. I.  toY«  1(019  arrived. 
City  after  city  of  (he-world  explored.  ;  595 

Thus  mutiMt  Hwy  cenftn-'d,;  aar.lcifvae  ficood 
Save  for  Hurt  ileep,  bf  iboiniag  foan  iiirpcised. 
Meantime  the  comAdm  of  Tdemacbvs 
Approaching  land,  caft  kxrfe  the  f»l,  ^d  lowetU 
Alert  the  maft,  then  oar'd  the  vefiel  in.  lioo 

The  anehdn  heavVl*  agtmnd,  and  howfitrs  tieS 
Secure,  themfelves,  forth-ifltong  on  the  Iborei 
Breakfaft  prepared^  and  charged  their  ctips  with  wine. 
When  neither  hunger  Bow^  nor  thbft  Kiiiained    '■ 
Unfatisfied,  Telenaadnis  btgan.  605 

Pulh  ye'the  faUt  baifc  without  doiay  : 
Home  to  the  citTy     I  Will  to  ^c  field 

^  *  The  anchors  we  Togged  on  the  Iberei  not  piling  as  ouri. 
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Among  my  fliepbeids,  and,  (my  nnal  worki 
Survey'd,)  at  eve  will  to  the  town  retum. 
To-morrow  will  I  fet  before  yon  wine  ■  6lo 

And  plenteous  viands,  wages  of  your  tdl.  '  '■ 

To  whom  the  godlike  Theoclytrkenui.  " 

Whither  muft  I,  my  fon  >  who,  of  the  Chie& 
Of  rugged  Ithaca,  fliall  harbour  me .' 
Shall  I  to  thine  and  to  thy  molhei's  bou&f  C15 

Then. thus- 'Kdemachus,  difcrete,  replied^ 
I  would  invite'Siee  to  proceed'  at  once 
T)BA>ur  abode,  Itnce  nougfht  Iheifltt  fail  l^ce  there         '  ' 
Of -kind  reception,  but  it  \*«*e  a  osurfe  '■■'■ 

Now  not-  oitvifeable ;  fer  I  mnl):  myfelf,  €20 

Be  abfent,  ndther  would  my  mother^  «j<es 
Behold  thee,  £>  unfte^uQOt  flie  appears   '    ' 
Before  the-faitors,  flniniiing  whi>m,  the  fits' 
Weaving  ^nnlxunl  at  the  palace>t(^. 
But  I  w3i  iiame'  to  thee  another  Chief  6s  j 

Whom  thou  may%  (eekr  Eurymachus,  the  Ion 
Renown'd  of  prudent  Palybus,  whom  all 
The  people  here  levaesMe  as  a  God. 
Far  nciltl'eft.of  them  all  is  he,  and  ieeks 
More  ardent  than  his  rivals  fiii^  -to-wed  6'jo 

My  mother,  and  10  ffll  Wiy  ftAier's  throne. 
But,  He  who  dwells  abovej  jove  only  knows 
If  fome^difafinn^  day  b«  not  ordainVI 
For  them,  or  ere  thafe  rtUptlafe^Aai  arrfve.  ' 
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While  thus  he  fpaksi  at  iii;ii9gh(J>aO(i  appetfjAt  ::  6^$ 
Meffenger  of  ApdOa,  ombiU  wliig>  i    .    ■:  > .~  i-  .'  ; .' 
A  falcon;  in  his  pounces xtendt'dheibote:,..;  ?•■  : 
A  dove,  which  ibnding,  iddwn  iut  poui^it.ber  plumes  : 
Between  the  galley- and  TekmachUSi  ■ 
Then,  callingihim  »p»nv  tfce.praphet  leckftt  ,  i       .  1640 
His  hand  in  his,  mii&mittspUitiVi-lbt&gai  1 

.  -  Not  undireifted  by  tbo^GoihcWa  ffigfct  .       . -.       ■    •    ■ 
On  our  right  hand*  Telemadhn?  !,  this- httnk,  ■  . ' ;  • .'  •'    ■ 
Hath  wing'd  faicqiitJciussi  Skhk  as  r  perpeived  ■  ■ .    :    '    ■• 
I  knew  bim  ominoos^t-^In.aUitbe'ifle'.    -      ,  ' ,  '      '  ^45 
No  family  of  a  moTB-rey^laoW;.  •    1  ,/  -:  •  ■■—•  r. .   '1 
,Tban  yours  is.  fouad*  and  youn  ;fli^iffill>  pteraili  -  <  ' 

Whom  thus  Tdemachus  anfwer'd  difcrete. 
Grant  heaVn,  my  gueft !  that  this  good  woid  of  thine 
Fail  not,  and  foDQ  thon  flialt  fuclii  bounty  Ihare:  650 

And  friendlhip  at  my  hands,  that,  at  firit  fightk 
Whoe'er  Ihall  meet  thee  Iball  pronounce  thee  blefl. 

Then,  to  Piraeus  thus,  his  friend  approved^ 
I^rseus,  fon  of  Qytius !  (for  of  all 
My  followeis  to  the  Ihore  of  Pylus,  none  655 

More  prompt  than  thou  hatb  my  delires  perfonu'd) 
.Now  alfo  to  thy  own  abode  conduct 
This  ftranger,  whom  with  hofpitable  care 
Cberilh  and  honour  'till  myfelf  arriye.' 

To  whom  Piixus  anfwer'd,  fpear-renown'd.  660 

Telemachos !  however  long  thy  ftay,  . 
'  Pun£liiai  I  will  attend  him,  and  no  want 
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Of  ho^tality  Ihall  h£  find  with  me. 

So  faying,  he  dimh'd  the  llhi{>,:tfa«n  bade  (be'CMw 
Embarking  alio,  call  the  iawferstoofe,,  ■■■■•■.  665 

And  each,  obedient,  to  his  bench  lejiait'd.  .     , 

Meantime  Telemachus  l>i3  faoddU  boand,     > 
And  lifted  frdiU  the  deck  his  g^itMng  fpeat^ 
Then,  as  Telemiuhus'hadliidden  thton  .' 
Son  of  divine  Uly6fes>  caftkig  looit  '     670 

The  hawfers,  foifli  they  ptrih'd  into  tbe  Dtep'       ■■■•'■' 
And  fought  the  Ajr,  white  with  mmbliipacf  "'  :  • 
Proceeding  thence,  Telemachus  ^btainSd 
The  cottage  foon  where  good  Eumeens  flept,  ' 

The  fwitie-htcd,  £dfhfbl  tD^his 'mnv'ngos  charge^        6fi 
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Telemachus  dUpatches  Bunuau  to  die  city  to  inform  Pcadope 
of  his  fafe  return  from  PyhsBf  duriag  Ub  abfeooe*  Ulyfles'  nakns 
himielf  Icnown.to  hi^  fon.  Tiuiiiitors,  having  watcbod  for  Tdo- 
machus  in  vain,  •arrive  again  at  Ithaca. 


BOOK       XVI., 

IT  was  the  hour  of  dawn,  when  in  the  cot 
Kindling  &elh  fire,  UlylTes  and  his  fiiend 
Noble  Eumaeus  drefsM  their  morning  fare. 
And  fent  the  herdfmen  with  the  fwine  abroad. 
Seeing  Telemachus,  the  watchful  dogs  5 

Bark'd  not,  but  fawn'd  around  him.     At  that  fight. 
And  at  the  found  of  feet  which  now  approach'd, 
ITlyfles  in  wing'd  accents  thus  remarkM. 

Eumsus !  certain,  either  fiiend  of  thine 
Is  nigh  at  band,  or  one  whom  well  thou  know'ft;  10 

Thy  dogs  bark  not,  but  fawn  on  his  approach 
Obfequious,  and  the  found  of  feet  I  hear. 

Scarce  had  he  ceafed,  when  his  own  fon  himfelf 
Stood  in  the  veftibule.     Upiprang  at  once 

Eumaeus 
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Eumaeus  wonder-ftruck,  and  from  his  hand  15 

Let  fall  the  cups  With  whldi  he  was  employ'd 

Mingling  rich  .wine ;  to  his  young  Lord  he  ran. 

His  forehead  kifs'd,  kifs'd  his  bright-beaming  eyes 

And  both  his  hands,  weeping  ptpfufe  the  while. 

As  when  a  fether  folds  in  his  embrace  ao 

Arrived  from  foreign  lands  in  the  tenth  year 

His  daiiing  fon,  the  offspring  of  his  age, , 

His  only  me,  for  whom  he  long  hath  mouro'd. 

So  Iufs^d  the  noble  peafant  o'er  and  tfer 

Godlike  Telemachus,  as  from  death  efcaped,  2  j 

And  in  wing'd  accents  plaintive  thus  began. 

Light  of  my  eyes,  thou  conf  ft ;  it  is  thyfelf, 
Sweeteft  Telemachus  I  I  had  no  hope 
To  fee  thee  more,  once  told  that  o'er  the  Deep 
Thou  hadft  departed  foi  the  Pylian  eoaft.  30 

Enter,  my  precious  fon ;  that  I  may  (both 
My  foul  vrith  fight  of  thee  from  far  arrived* 
For  feldom  thou  thy  feeders  and  thy  farm 
Vifiteft,  in  the  city  cuftom'd  much 
To  make  abode,  that  thou  may'i;i  witnefs  there  -  35 

The  manners  of  thofe  hungry  fultois  proud. 

*ro  whom  Telemachus,  difcrete,  replied. 
It  will  be  fo.     There  is  great  lieed,  my  friend ! 
But  here,  for  thy  fake,  havcil  now  arrived. 
That  I  may  look  on  thee,  and  from  thy  li{s  40 

Learn  if  my  mother  ftlU  tefide  at  home, 
Or  have  become  fpoufe  of  fiime  other  Chief, 

Leaving 
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Leaving  untenanted  Ulyffes'  bed 

To  be  by  noifitme  fpiders  webb'd  aiovind. 

To  whom  the  mafter-fwineherd  in  return.  45 

Not  fo,  fee,  patient  ftill  as  ever,  dwells 
Beneath  thy  roof,  but  all  her  cheerlefs  days 
Despairing  waftes,  and  all  her  nights  in  tears. 

So  faying,  Eumaeus  at  his  haad  received 
His  brazen  lance,  and  o'er  the  fliep  of  ftone  50 

Enter'd  Tekmachos,  to  whom  his  lire 
Kelinquilh'd,  foon  as  be  a^>eaA],  his  (eat, 
But  him  Telem'achus  forbidding,  faiti — 

Gned,  keep  thy  feat ;  our  cottage  will  afford 
Some  other,  which  Eunneus  will  provide.  55 

He  ceafed,  and  he,  returning  at  the  word, 
Repofed  again ;  then  good  Eumaeus  fpread 
Green  twigs  beneath,  which,  cover'd  with  a  fleece, 
Supplied  Ulyffes'  ofispring  with  a  feat. 
He,  next,  difpo&d  his  dilhes  on  the  board  60 

With  reli£ts  charged  of  yefterday  j  with  bread. 
Alert,  he  heap'd  the  bafkets ;  with  tich  wine 
His  ivy-cup  replenilh'd;  and  a  feat 
Took  oppofite  -to  his  illuftrious  Lord 
Ulyffes,     They  toward  the  plenteous  feaft  65 

Stretch'd  forth  their  hands,  (and  hunger  now  and  thirft 
Both  fatisfied)  Tdemachus,  his  fpeech 
Addreffing  to  their  generous  haft,  began. 

Whence  is  this  gueft,  my  father  ?  How  Oonvey'd 
Came  he  to  Ithaca !  What  country  boaft  70 
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The  mariaers  with  whom  he  iwe  arrived  ?  ,     '      . 

For,  that  on  foot  he  found  i}s  not,  is  fure.    ;  , 

To  whom  Enmseus,  thou  didft  thus  rej^jr. 
I  will  with  truth  anfwer  thee,  O  my  fon  | 
He  boafts  him  fpriing  from  ?atBt^rf  netioiHi'd.  ji  i' :  .  ;  '75 
In  fpacious  Cretet  and  hath  the  cities  fcen     '  '         ;    ; .' 
Qf  various  lands,  by  fate.  ordaiaM  to  xoam. 
Ev'n  now,  from  a  Thefprotian  flup  efcap^d, 
He  reach'd  my  cottage — ^but  he  is  thy  own ;  ' 

I  yield  him  to  thee ;  treat  him  as  thou  wilt ;  ,  *o' 

He  is  thy  fuppliant,  and  depends  on  thee, 
.    Then  thus,  Telemachus,  diicrete,  repliod. 
Thy  words,  Eumseus,  pain  my  very  fouL  '; 

For  what  lecurity  can  I  affocd 

To  any  in  my  houfe  ?  myfelf  am  young,  85 

Nor  yet  of  ftrength  fufficient  to^pel 
An  ofFer'd  infult,  and  my  mother's  mind  .      '       ' 

In  doubtful  balance  hangs,  if,  Aill  witjh  me 
An  inmate,  Ihe  ihall  manage  my  concerns, 
.  Attentive  only  to  her  abfent  Lord  ■  -99 

And  her  own  good  report,  or  fl>iill  efpoufe 
The  nobleft  of  her  wooers,  and  the  beft 
Entitled  by  the  fplendour  of  his  gifts. 
But  I  will  give  him,  fince  I  find  him  lodg'd.  . 

A  gueft  beneath  thy  roof,  tunic  ai^  <^ak,      :.        .95 
Sword  double-edg'd,  and  fandals  for  hia  feet. 
With  convoy  to  the  country  of  his  choice. 
Still,  if  it  pleafe  thee,  keep  him  here  thy  gueft, 
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And  I  will  fend  him  rsument,  with  fupplies 

Of  all  forts,  left  he  burthen  thee  and  thine.  loo. 

But  where  the  fiiitors  come,  there  Ihall  not  he 

With  my  confent,  :nor  ftand  expofed  to  pride 

And  petuland:  like  theirs,  left  by  fome  fiteer 

They  wound  bim,  and  through  him,  wound  aUo.mef 

For  little  is  it  that  the  boldeft  can  105 

Againft  fo  many ;  numbers  will  prevail. 

Him  anfwerU  Iben  Ulyfles!  twl-inared. 
OK  amiable  and  goodt  lince  even  I 
Am  free  to  anfwer  dieet  I  will  avow 
My  heart  within  me  torn  by  what  I  hear  no 

Of  thofe  injurious  ftiitors,  wha  the  houie 
Infeft  of  one  noble  as  thou  appear^. 
But  fay— fubmitteft  thou.  !»■  thto  cdntroul 
Willingly,  or  becaufe  the  pec^le,  fway'd 
By  fome  lefpooje  oracular,  incline  115 

Againft  thee  ?  Thou  haft  brothers,  it  may  chance, 
^w  to<  affift  thee— for  a  brother's  aid 
fc  of  importance  in  whatever  caufe. 
For  oh  that  I  had  youdi  as  I  have  will. 
Or  that  renown'd  Ulyfles  were  my  fire,  no 

Or  that  himfelf  might  wander  home  again. 
Whereof  hope  yM  remains !  then  might  I  lofe 
Mj  head,  that  moment,  by  an  alien's  hand, 
If  I  would  fail,  ent'ring  UlySes'  gate. 
To  be  the  bane  and  mifchief  of  them  all.  125 

But  if  alooiB  to  m^titudes  oppofed 

I  ihould 
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I  Ihould  perchance  be  fdied;' noblei!  it  were 

With  my  own  people,  undif  mj  o*n  roof 

To  ^ilh,  than  tei  witnefs  ienrmor^  . : 

Their  unexampled  deeds,  gueftsfikonicd  aSJet       •■•  .  .1.34 

Maidens  draggM:forribljr  from; i^iOm  to:  rdran^    :  :•' 

Cifcs  emptiedi'ofi  their  rich  cDofenttt  iin4  thetn  :.   ' 

Indulging  glutt'noug.apprtite  day  by  day  .      .. :        ;  -   -  ; 

Enormous,  without  metftlretvitUaut  £ndj. '  i: 

To  whom,:Teleipacbus,dlfiM;e,  r^ed.  ."-:         13;^, 
Stranger !  thy  queftions  fliall  fisom.  me  receive         . 
yr ue  anfwer.     Enmity  or  hatred  (mnj   ..  ,.:  :         T 
Subfifts  the  ptojde  and  rayfelf. between, .  "^      i 

Nor  have  I  brothers  to  accufe,  who&  aid  i 

Is  of  importance  in  whatever  ca«fe,  144 

Tor  Jove  h3th  frodi  of  oid  with  (fihye. tears 
Our  houfe  fupplied  ;  ArceCasaiaie  begat 
Except  Laertes,  and  Laertes  none 
Except  Ulyffes,  and  Ulyfies  me 

Left  here  his  only. one,  and  unenjoy'd.  i^j 

Thence  comes  it  that  our  palace  fwanns  with  foes ; 
For  all  the  rulers  of  the  neighbour  ides, 
Samos,  Dulichium,  and  the  foreft-crown'd 
Zacynthus,  others  alfo  rulers  here 

In  craggy  Ithaca,  my  mbttaer  Icdc'  tjo 

In  marriage,  and  my  boufehold  fibres  confume. 
But  neither  Ihe  thofe  nuptial  riteiabhorfd 
Refufes  abfolute,  nor  yet  cqnfems       - 
To  end  them ;  they  my  patrtmdoy  #afte 
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Meantime,  and  will^defiroji  mb  idfo  faba,  ■■■'     ■'.  '.    1:55 
As  I  expeft,  but  heav.'n  di^pafe&  all.    

Eumseos!  hafte,  m^'fatherl  beaiiwith.fpded. 
I<^ws  to  Peneiope  that  f 'anl  ffl|e„  '       .  :: 

And  have  anjved  foiSni'Pylus ;  t  wUl  wait ' 
Till  tliou  iwtuniv  and  well. lieirjretliat  noDE  t6it 

Hear  thee  belide,  fori  have  ntiny  foes>..':.     ■  '  ■'  ' 

To  whom  EUmtBus:tho«L  didft.  thus  replyu.    , 
|t'it  enough.   .!!  dnderflaod;  '  Thou>  fpeiiklft 
To  one  intelligent.     But  fiiy  befide^ 
Shall  I  not  alfo,  as  I  goj  ioforat  1  f6g 

Diftfefs'd  Laertes  ?  who  whilb  yet  he  modni'd; 
Ulyfles  only,  coulS-o'erTee  the  wocks). 
And  dietted  among  his  roenials  oft  .  •  - ' 

As  hunger  prompted'  him  ?  ibut'  iiowj  they,  fay, '        ;  ■.    ' 
Since  thy  departvme  to  flie  fylian-feore,  176 

He  neither  eats  as  he  was  wonty  nor  drinks, 
Nor  overfees  his  hinds,  but  fighing  fits 
And  weeping,  wafted  even  to  the  bone.   '  ..     i 

Him  then  Telemachus  anfweiM  difciete. 
Hard  though  it  be,  yet  to  his  tears  and  fighs  175 

Him  leave  we  offw.     We  cannot  what  we  would.    ,    ' 
For,  were  the  ordering  of  all  events   ' .  - 
Heferr'd  to  our  own  choic^  oitf  firft  defire    .'  ' 
Should  be  to  fee  my  fatheifs  glad  return. 
But  once  thy  tidings  toldj  wander  not  thou.  180 

In  queft  of  Him,  but  hither J^)eed,  again. ;-. 
Rather  requeft  m]E  TDOther  thatiihe  And 
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Her  houlehold's  gOKCmefivrithoUt  delay 
Privately  to  him;  Ihe  ihall  beft  Inform 
The  antient  King  that  I  have  fafe  arrived.  iSj 

He  faid,  and  urged  him^forth,  who  i>ii}d>o|^ on 
His  fandals,  to  tiK  £ity  bent  hb  way. 
Nor  went  Eumaeus  from  his  home  unmvt'ii. 
By  Pallas,  who,  infeinlilance  of- a  fair 
Damfel,  accomfdifli'd  in.-domeflic  arts^    .  .  -     •  t  tgo 

Approaching  to  the  cottage'  entrance,  flood  »  -:■    r 

Oppofite,  by  Ulyffes  plain  difcemM, 
But  to  his  fon  invifible  j  for  tie  Gods 
Appear  not  maniftft  alike,  to  alii     ■ 
The  maftiffs  faw  her  alfo,  and  with  tone  195 

Querulous  hid  themfelves,  yet  bark'd  they  not. 
She  beckonM  hinj  abroaifc     OJyffisifaw. 
The  %n,  and,  iffuing  through  the  outer,  oourf, 
Approach'd  her,  whom,  the  Goddefs  thus  befpake. 

Laertes?  progeny,  for  wiles  renown'd  !-.  aoo 

Difclofe  thyfelf  to  thy  own  fon,  that,  death 
Concerting  and  deftruftion  to  your  foes, 
Ye  may  the  royal  city  feek,  nor  long 
Shall  ye  my  prefence  ther«  defire  in  vain,. 
For  I  am  ardent  to  begin  the,  .fight.  20$ 

Minerva  fpake,.  and-  with  her  rod  of  gold 
Touch'd  him ;  his  mantle,  firit,.suid  veil  Ihe  made 
Pure  as  new-blanch'd ;  dilating,  nest,  his  form, 
She  gave  cBmeniions  ampler  to  bis  limbs ; 
Swarthy  again  his  manly  hoe  became,  zio 
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Round  bis  full  face,  and' blade  hk  bvfhy  chin.  ' 

The  change  perform'd,  Minerva  difappear'dt 

And  the  iUuftrious  Hero  tumy  «gaiit  '     ''       ■■'    ■ 

Into  the  cot(age'; .  wondei.  xt  that  iigiit 

Sei^d  on  Telemachus;  afkance  ha  looked,      '  2tj 

Awe-ftruck,  not  unfufpidous  of  a  God, 

And  in  wing'd  accents  eagtvthtu  beg«k 

Thou  art  no  long«v  whom  I  tatdy  &W,  ' 

Nor  are  thy  cloaths,  nor  is  thy  port  tlie  feme.  ' 

Thou  art  a  God,  I  know,  aud  dwelFftin  heav'n.  tia 

Oh,  fmile  on  us,  that  we  may  yield  thee  ritet) 
Acceptable,  and  prefent  thee  goldin  gift* 
Elaborate;  ah  fpare  us,  Pow'r divine  1 

To  whom  Ulyffes,  Hero  toil4nured. 
I  am  no  God.     Why  deem'fl  thou  me  divine?  sa^ 

I  am  thy  father,  for  wbofe  fake  thou  lead'ft 
A  life  of  woe,  by  violence  opprefs'd. 

So  laying,  he  kifs'd  his  fon,  while  from  his  cheeks 
Tears  trickled,  tears  till  then,  perforce  Ititrained. 
Telemachus,  (for  he  believed  him  not  230 

His  father  yet)  thus,  wondVing,  fpake  again. 

My  father,  faid'ft  thou  ?  no.     Thou  art  not  He, 
But  fome  Divinity  beguiles  my  foul 
With  mock'ries,  to  afflict  me  ftill  the  more ; 
For  never  mortal  man  could  fo  bave  wrought  235 

By  his  own  pow'r ;  fome  interpofing  God 
Alone  could  render  thee  both  young  and  old,  ■ 
For  old  thou  waft  of  late,  and  foully  cladj 

But 
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-  £ot  wear*ft  the  femblaace,  now,  of  tbofe  in  heaven ! 

To  whom  Ul70«Si  ever  wife,  replied.  •  140 

Telemachus  I  it  is  not  well,  my  iba ! 
That  thou  (houldfl  greet  thy  father  with,a,fiice. 
Of  wQd  aftonifhment,  and  fiand  aghaft. 
Ulyffes,  fave  myfelf,  none  comes,  be  fore..        v  . 
Such  as  thou  feeft,  after  ten  tbonfand  woes  :  l^s 

Which  I  have  borne,  I  vifit  once  aj^a 
My  native  cowtry  in  the  twenUetfa  year. 
This  wonder  Atbenaean  Pallas  wrought. 
She  doath'd  me  even  wiih  what  foroji.lhe  would. 
For  fo  Ihe  can.     Now  poor  I  feem  and  old,  250 

Now  young  again,  and  dad  in  frefh  attire. 
The  Gods  who  dwell  in  yonder. heav'n,  with  eafc 
Dignify  or  debafe  a  mortal  man. 

So  faying,  he  fat.     Then  threw  Telemadiu» 
His  arms  around  his  father's  neck,  and  wept.  2  j5, 

Oefire  intenfe  of  lamentation  feiaed 
On  both ;  <(bft  murmurs  utt'ring,  each  indulged 
His  grief,  more  frequent  wailing  than  the  bird, 
(Eagle,  or  hook-nail'd  vulture)  from  whofe  nefl: 
Some  fwain  hath  ftol'n  her  yet  unfeather'd  young.       260 
So  from  their  eyelids  they  big  drops  difiiU'd 
Of  iend'reft  grief,  nor  had  the  &tting  fun 
CefTation  of  their  Weeping  feea,  had  not 
Tdemachus  his  father  thus  addrefe'd. 

What  flup  convey'd  thee  to  thy  njtive  Ihorer  163 

My  father !  and  what  country  boaft  the  crew ! 
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For,  that  on  foot  thou  not  arriv'dft,  is  furer 

Then  thus  divine  Ulyfles  toil-inured,     . 
My  fon  !  I  will  explicit  all  relate. 

Condufted  by  Phseacia's  maritime  ibn«  170 

I  came,  a  race  accuftom'd  to  coAviey 
Strangers  who  vifit  them  acrofs  the  Deep.        .    ^ 
Me,  o'er  the  billows  in  2  rapid  bark 
Borne  ileeping,  on  the  ihores  of  Ithaca  1 

They  lay'd ;  rich  .gifts  they  gave  me  alfo,  brafsj  27  5 

Gold  in  full  bags,  and  beautiful  attire, 
Which,  w.arn'd  from  heav'n,  I  have  in.  caves  conceal'd. 
By  Pallas  prompted,  hither  J  Tepair'd 
That  we  might  .plan  the  flaughtBr  68  our  foes,  ' 
Whofe  numbers  tell  me  now,  that  I  may  know  i8« 

How  pow'rful,  certainly,  and  who  they  are. 
And  confultatdon  with  my  dauntlefs  heart 
May  hold,  if  .-we  be  able  to  contend 
Ourfelves  with  all,  or  muil  have  aid  befide. 

Then,  anfwer  thus  his  fon,  difcrete,  return'd.  285 

My  father!  thyxenown  hath  ever  rung 
In  thy  fon's  ears,  and  by  repoit  thy  force 
In  arms,  and  wililom  I  have  ofi  been  told. 
But  terribly  thou  fpeak'ft;  amazeraent-fixt 
I  hear  j  can  two  a  multitude  oppofe,  290 

And  valiant  warriors  aid .'  for  neither  ten 
Are  they,  nor  twenty,  but  more  num'rous  far. 
Learn,  now,  .their  numbers.     Fifty  youths  and  two 
Came  from  Dulichiumj  they  are  chofen  men, 

And 
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And  fix  attendants  follow  in  their  train ;  195 

From  Samos  twenty  youths  and  four  arrive, 

Zacynthus  alfo  of  Achaia's  fons 

Sends  twenty  more,  and  our  own  illand  tidds, 

Herfelf,  her  twelve  chief  rulers ;  Medon,  too. 

Is  there  the  herald,  and  the  bard  divine,  300 

With  other  two,  intendants  of  the  board. 

Should  we  within  the  palace,  we  alone, 

AfTail  them  all,  I  fear  left  thy  revenge 

Unpleafant  to  thyfelf  and  deadly  prove, 

Fruftrating  thy  return.     But  recolleft —  305 

Think,  if  fhou  canft,  on  whofe  confederate  arm 

Strenuous  on  our  behalf  lye  may  rely. 

To  him  replied  his  patient  father  bold. 
I  will  inform  thee.    Mark.    Weigh  well  my  words. 
Will  Pallas  and  the  everlaftmg  Sire  310 

Alone,  fufiice  >  or  need  we  other  aids  ? 

Then  anfwer  thus  Telemachus  return'd. 
Good  friends  indeed  are  they  whom  thou  haft  named. 
Though  throned  above  the  douds ;  for  their  controul 
Is  univerfal  both  in  earth  and  heav'n.  315 

To  whom  Ulyffes,  toil-worn  Chief  renown'd. 
Not  long  will  they  frorii  battle  ftand  aloof. 
When  once,  within  my  palace,  in  the  ftrength 
Of  Mars,  to  ftiarp  dedfion  we  Ihall  urge 
The  fuitors.     But  thyfelf  at  early  dawn  3  20 

Our  manfion  feek,  that  thou  may'ft  mingle  there 
With  that  imperious  throng;  me  in  due  time 

3  C  Eumieus 
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Evmseus  to  the  city  fliall  conduct, 
In  form  a  miferable  beggar  old. 

But  thoUld  they  with  diihonourable  fcorn  3»5 

Infult  me,  thou  unmov'd  my  wrongs  endure. 
And  Ihould  they  even  drag  me  by  the  feet 
Abroad,  or  fmite  me  with  the  fpear,  thy  wrath 
Refraining,  gently  counfel  them  to  ceafe 
From  fuch  extravagance ;  but  well  I  know  330 

'  That  ceafe  they  will  not,  for  their  hour  is  come. 
And  mark  me  well ;  treafure  what  now  1  fay 
Peep  in  thy  foul.     When  Pallas  (hall,  herftlf, 
Suggeft  tlie  meafure,  then,  fliaking  my  brows, 
1  Will  admonilh  thee;  thou,  at  the  fign,  33S 

Remove  what  arms  foever  in  the  hall 
Remain,  and  in  the  upper  palace  fafe    ' 
Difpofe  them ;  Ihould  the  fuitors,  miffing  them. 
Perchance  interrogate  thee,  then  reply 
Gently — I  have  removed  them  from  the  fmoke ;  340 

For  they  appear  no  more  the  arms  which  erlt 
Ulyffes,  going  hence  to  Ilium,  left. 
But  fmirch'd  and  fuUied  by  the  breath  of  fire. 
This  weightier  reafon  (thou  (halt  alfo  fay) 
Jove  taught  me ;  left,  intoxicate  with  vrine,  345 

Ye  Ihould  aflault  each  other  in  your  brawls. 
Shaming  both  feaft  and  courtQiip ;  for  the  view 
Itfelf  of  arms  incites  to  their  abufe. 
Yet  leave  two  faulchions  for  ourfelves  alone. 
Two  fpears,  two  bucklers,  which  with  fiidden  force      350 

Impetuous 
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Impetuous  we  will  feize,  and  Jove  all-wife 
Their  valour  Ihall,  and  Pallas,  ileal  away. 
This  word  ftore  alfo  in  remembrance  deep— 
If  mine  in  truth  thou  art,  and  of  my  blood. 
Then,  of  Ulyffes  to  his  home  returned 
Let  none  hear  news  from  thee,  no,  not  my  fire 
Laertes,  nor  Eumaeus,  nor  of  all 
The  menials  any,  or  ev'n  Penelope, 
That  thou  and  I,  alone,  may  fearch  the  drift 
Of  our  domeftic  women,  and  may  prove 
Our  ferving-men,  who  honours  and  reveres 
And  who  contemns  us  both,  but  chiefly  thee 
So  gracious,  and  {6  worthy  to  be  loved. 

Him  then  thus  anfwer'd  his  illuftrious  fon. 
Truft  me,  my  father !  thou  flialt  foon  be  taught 
That  I  am  not  of  drowfy  mind  obtufe. 
But  this  1  think  not  likely  to  avail 
Or  thee  or  me ;  ponder  it  yet  again ; 
For  tedious  were  the  talk,  farm  after  farm 
To  vifit  of  thofe  fervants,  proving  each. 
And  the  proud  fuitors  mercilefs  devour 
Meantime  thy  fubftance,  nor  abftain  from  aught. 
Learn,  if  thou  wilt,  (and  I  that  courfe  myfelf 
Advife)  who  flights  thee  of  the  female'  train. 
And  who  is  guiltlefs ;  but  I  Would  not  try 
From  houfe  to  houfe  the  men,  far  better  proved 
Hereafter,  if  in  truth  by  flgns  ftom  heav'n 
Infcrm'd,  thou  hail:  been  taught  the  will  of  Jove. 
3C   2 
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Thus  they  conferr'd.     The  gallant  barfc,  meantime, 
Reach'd  Ithaca,  which  from  the  Pylian  Ihont  380 

Had  brought  Telemachus  with  all  his  band^ 
Within  the  many-fathomW  port  arrived 
His  lufty  followers  haled  her  far  aground,- 
Then  carried  thence  their  arms,  but  to  the  houfe 
Of  Clytius  the  illuftrious- gifts  convey'd.  3.85 

Next,  to  the  royal  manlion  they  difpatch'd 
An  herald,  charged  with  tidings  to.  the  Queen,, 
That  her  Telemachus  had  reach'd  the  cot 
Of  good.  Eumaeus,  and  the  bark  had  fent 
Home  to  the  eiry ;.  left  the  matchlefs  dame  3905 

Should  ftill  deplore  the  abfence  of  her  fon. 
They,  then,  the  herald  and  the  fwine-herd,  each< 
Searing  like  melTage  to  his  miftrefs,  met,. 
And  at  the  palace  of  the  godlike  Chief 
Arriving,  compafs'd  by  the  female  throng,  39  j 

Ihquifitive,  the  herald  thus  began. 

Thy  fon,  O  Queen!,  is  fafe;  ev'n  now return'd.. 
Then,  drawing  nigh  to  her,,  Eumasus  told 
His  melTage  alfo  from  her  fon  received,, 
And,  his  commiflion  punflually  difcharged,  400 

Leaving  the  palace,  fought  his  home  again. 

Grief  feized  and.  anguifli,,  at  thofe  tidings;  all 
The  fuitors ;  ifliiing  forth,,  on  the  outfide 
Of  the  high  wall  they  fat,  before  the  gate,. 
When.  Polybus'  fon,  Eurymachus,,  began.  4«i 
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My  friends !  ihis  arduons  taflc,  this  voyage,  deem'd 
By  "US  impoffible,  in  ourdefpiglit, 
Telenaachus  hath  atchieved.     Hafte !  launch  we  forth 
A  fable  bark,  our  beft,  *hich  let  us  man 
With  naariners  expert,  who,  rowing  forth  410 

Swiftly,  fliall  furnfnon  our  companions  home.- 

Scarce  had  he  faid,  when  turning  where  he  fat, 
Amphinomus  beheld  a  bark  arrived 
Juft  then  in  port ;  he  faw  them  furling  fail. 
And  feated  with  their  oars  in  hand;  he  laugh'd  415 

Through  pleafure  at  that  fight,  and  thus  he  fpake. 
.  Our  meiTage  may  be  fpared.     Lo  !  they  arrive. 
Either  fome  God  in  form'd  them,  or  they  faw,  , 

Themfelves,  the  veffel  of  Telemachus 
Too  fwiftly  paffing  to  be  reach'd  by  theirs.  420 

He  fpake ;  they,  riling,  hafted  to  the  (hore. 
Alert  they  drew  the  fable  bark  aground,       ■  <• 
And  by  his  fervant  each  his  arms  difpatch'd 
To  his  own  home.     Then,  all,  to  council  dofc- 
Affembllng,  neither  elder  of  the  land  425 

Nor  youth  allow'd  to  join  them,  andthe  reft 
Eupithes'  fon,  Antinous,  thus  befpake. 

Ah !  how  the  Gods  have  refcyied  him  i  all  day 
Perch'd  on  the  airy  mountain-top,  our  fpies 
Succeffive  watch'd ;  and,  wh^  the  fun  declined; .        430 
We  never  flept  on  Ihore,  but  all  night  long 
Till  facred  dawn  arofe,  plow'd  the  abyfs. 
Hoping  T^emachus,  that  we  might  feize    . 
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And  flay  himi  whom  fdme  Deity  hath  led. 

In  our  defpight,  faie  to  his  hoEOe  again.  435 

But  frame  we  yet  again  means  to  deftroy 

Telemachus ;  ah-^let  not  Him  efcape  I 

For  end  of  this  our  tafl^  while  he  furviveS) 

None  ihall  be  found,  fuch  prudence  he  difplays 

And  wifdom,  neither  are  the  people  now  44a 

Unanimous  our  friends  as  heretofore. 

Come,  then — prevent  him,  ere  he  call  the  Qreelcs 

To  council;  for  he  will  not  long  delay, 

But  will  be  angry,  doubtlefs,  and  will  tell 

Amid  them  all,  how  we  in  vain  denied  44^ 

His  death,  a  deed  which  they  will  fcarce  apjdaud. 

But  will,  perhaps,  punilh  and  drive  us  forth 

From  our  own  country  fe  a  diftant  land.- — 

Prevent  hinii,  therefore^  ^niddy ;  in  the  field 

Slay  him,  or  on  the  road;  fo  fljall  his  wfealth  .450 

And  his  poSeSfoas  on  ourfelves  devolve, 

Which  we  will  Ihare  equally,  but  his  houfe 

Shall  be  the  Queen's,  xad  his  whom  Ihe  ihall  wed. 

Yet,  if  not  fo  inclined,  ye  rather  chufe  ' 

That  he  ihould  live  and  occiapy  entire  455 

His  patrinaony,  thes,  no  tonger,  here 

Affembled,  let  us  rev«!  at  hij  csft. 

But  let  us  all  with  fpoufal  gifts  praAlcSd 

From  our  refpefkive  treafures,  woo  the  QiiJeen, 

Leaving  her  in  full  fiieedon*  to  efpenfe  '460 

Who  proffers  inoft,  and  wheta  the  fates  oi^in. ' 

He 
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He  ceafed ;  the  affembly  fflent  fat  and  mute. 
Then  rofe  Amphinomus  amid  them  all, 
Oflfspring  renown'd  of  Nifus, '  ibn,  himfelf, 
Of  King  Aretias.     He  had  thither  led  465 

The  fuitor  train  who  from  the  pleafant  ifle 
Corn-clad  of  green  Dulichium  had  arrived. 
And  by  his  fpeech  pleafed  fat  beyond  them  aU 
Penelope,  for  he  was  juit  and  wife,. 
And  thus,  well-counfelling  the  reiV  began.^  +70 

Not  I,  my  friends !  far  be  the  thought  from  me 
To  flay  Telemachus !  it  were  a  deed 
Momentous,  terrible,  to  flay  a  prince.^ 
Firfl:,  therefore^  let  us  counfel  afk  of  heav'h^ 
And  if  Jove's  oracle  that  courfe  approve,  475 

}  win  encourage  you,  and  will  myfelf 
Be  aftive  in  his  death ;  but  if  the  Gods 
Forbid  it,  then,  by  my  advice,  forbeac. 

So  fpake  Amphinomus,  whom  all  approved.. 
Arifing  then,  into  Ulyfles'  houle  480 

They  went,  where  each  his  fplendld  feat  refumed. 

A  novel  purpofe  occupied,  meantime, 
Penelope ;  Ihe  purpofed  to  appear 
Before  her  fuitors,  whofe  delign  te  flay 
Telemachus  flie  had  from  Medon  leirn'd,  485 

The  herald,  for  his  ear  had  caught  the  found. 
Toward  the  hall  with  her  attendant  train 
She  moved,  and  when,  moft  graceful  of  her  fex, 
Where  fat  the  fuitors  flie  arrived,  between 

The 
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The  columns  Handing  of  the  ftaMly  dome,  490 

And  cov'ring  with  her  white  veil's  lucid  folds    • 
Her  features,  to  Antinous  thus  (he  fjiake; 

Antinous,  proud,  contentious,  evermore 
To  mifchief  prone !  the  people  deem  thee  wife 
Paft  thy  compeers,  and  'in  all  grace  of  fpeech '  495 

Pre-eminent,  but.  fuch  waft  never  thou. 
Inhuman!  why  is  it  thy'dark  defigri' 
To  ilay  Telemachus  ?  and  why  with  fcorn 
Rejeifteft  thou  the  »  fupplianf  s  pray'r,  which  Jove  ' 
Himfelf  hath  witnefs'd ;  Riots  pleafe  not  the  Gods.       joo' 
Know'ft  not  that  thy  own  father  ^ftige  found 
Here,  when  he  iled  before  the  people's  wrath 
Whom  he  had  irritated  by  a  wrong    ,   • 
Which,  with  a  band  of  Taphian  robbers  joined, 
He  ofFer'd  to  the  Thefprots,  our  allies?  505. 

They  woiJd  have  torn  his  heart,  and  would  have  laid 
AH  his  delights  and  his  pofleflions  wafte, 
But  my  Ulyfles  flaked  the  furious  heat 
Of  their  revenge,  whom  thou  recjuiteft  now 
Wafting  his  goods,  foliciting  his  wife,  5  j  0 

Slaying  his  fon,  and  filling  me  with  woe. 
But  ceafe,  I  charge  thee,  and. bid  ceafe  the  reft. 

To  whom  the  fon  of  Polybus  replied, 
Eurymachus,. — Icarius'  daughter  wife  ! 
Take  courage,  fair  Penelope,  and  chace  515 

*  AUudinf;  probably  to  entreaties  made  to  hitn  at  Tome  former  time  hy  herfelf  and 
Tclemacbus,  that  he  would  not  harm  them,  Clarke. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  fears  unreafonable  from  thy  mind! 

The  man  lives  not,  nor  fhall,  who  while  I  live, 

And  faculty  of  fight  retain,  fliall  harm  ' 

Telemachus,  thy  Ibn,     For  thus  I  fay. 

And  thus  will  I  perform;  his  blood  Ihall  ftreaui  5x0 

A  fable  current  from  my  lance's  point 

That  moment ;  for  the  city-wafter  Chief 

Ulyffes,  oft,  me  placing  on  his  knees, 

Hath  fill'd  my  infant  grafp  with  fav'ry  food. 

And  giv'n  me  ruddy  wine.     I,  therefore,  hold  i  25 

Telemachus  of  all  men  moft  my  friend. 

Nor  hath  he  death  to  fear  from  hand  of  ours.  - 

Vet,  if  the  Gods  Ihall  doom  him,  die  he  muiL 

So  he  encouraged  her,  who  yet,  himfelf. 
Plotted  his  death.     She,  re-afcending,  fought  530 

Her  ftately  chamber,  and,  arriving  there. 
Deplored  with  tears  her  long-regretted  Lord 
TiU  Athenian  Pallas  azure-eyed 
Dews  of  foft  {lumber  o'er  her  lids  difiVifed. 

And  now,  at  even-tide,  Eumaeus  reach'd  53 j 

Ulyffes  and  his  fon.     A  yearling  fwine 
Juft  flain  they  flulfully  for  food  prepared. 
When  Pallas,  drawing  nigh,  fmote  with  her  wand 
Ulyffes,  at  the  Aroke  rend'ring  him  old. 
And  his  apparel  fondid  as  before,  540 

Left,  knowing  him,  the  fwain  at  once  Ihould  feek 
Penelope,  and  let  the  fecret  forth. 

3  D  Then 
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Then  forembft  him  Teteraachus  adtirefs'd. 
Noble  EunMens !  thon  art  come ;  what  news 
Bring'ft  from  the  city!  Have  the  warrior  band  545 

Of  fuitors,  hopelefe  of  their  ambufli>  reach'd 
The  port  again,  or  wait  they  ftiB  for  me  ? 

To  whom  Eumaeus,  thou  didft  thus  reply, 
Ko  time  for  fuch  enquiry,  nor  to  range. 
Curious,  the  ilreets  had  I,  but  anxious  wilh'd  550 

To  make  my  meilage  known,  and  to  return. 
But,  as  it  chanced,  a  nimble  herald  fent 
From  thy  companions,  met  me  on  the  way. 
Who  reach'd  thy  mother  firft.     Tet  this  I  know> 
For  this  I  fiw.    PaiRng  above  the  town  55  s 

Where  they  have  piled  3  way-fide  hill  of  flloQe» 
To  Mercury,  I  beheld  a  g  Jlant  bark 
Ent'ring  the  port ;  a  bark  ihe  was  of  ours. 
The  crew  were  numerous,  and  ,1  mark'd  her  deep- 
Laden  with  Ihield^  and  fpears  of  double  edge.  560 
Theirs  I  conjeftured  her,  and  coidd  no  more. 

He  fpake,  and,  by  Eunnnis  uhperceiv^d, 
Telemachus  his  fatiier  eyed  and  finiltd. 
Their  talk  accomplilh'd,  and  the  table  fpreadj^ 
They  ate,  nor  any  his  due  portion  mifs'd,  5S5 

And  hunger,  now,  and  thirft  both  fated,  alf 
To  reft  repair'd,  and  took  die  gift  of  lleep. 
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Telemachus  returns  to  the  city,  and  relates  to  his  Another  the 
principal  paflages  of  his  voyagej  UlylTes,  cooduded  hy  Binlueus, 
arrives  there  alfo,  and  enters  among  the  fiiitors,  having  been  -knova 
only  by  his  old  dog  Argus,  who  dies  at  his  feet.  .  The  curiofi^  cf 
Penelope  being  excited  by  the  account  which. Eumasus  gives  Jler  of 
Ulyffes,  flie  orders  him  immediately  into  her. prefence,  but  Ulyfles 
poilpones  the  interview  'till  evening,  when  the  fnitors  having  left 
the  palace,  diere  Ihall  be  no  danger  of  interruption.  Eumxus 
returns  to  his  cottage. 


BOOK         XVII. 

NOW  loc^'d  Aurora  from  the  Eaft  abroad. 
When  the  illuftrious  ofifepring  of  divine 
Ulylles  bound  his  fandals  to  his  feet ; 
He  feized  his  fturdy  fpear  match'd  to  his  gripe. 
And  to  the  city  meditating  quick  5 

Departure  now,  the  fwine-herd  thus  befpa^f. 

Father !  I  feek  the  dty,  to  convince 
My  mother  of  my  fafe  return,  wfaofe  teats, 
I  judge,  and  lamentation  Ihall  not  eeafe  . 

3O  1  TiU 
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*rill  her  own  eyes  behold  me.     But  I  lay  lo 

On  thee  this  charge.     Into  the  eity  leadr 

Thyfelf,  this  haplefs  gueft,  that  he  may  beg; 

Provifion  there,  a  morfet  and  a  drop 

Fiom  fuch  as  may,  perchance,  vouchfafe  the  boon. 

I  cannot;  vext  and  hsrrafi'd  as  I  am,  '      .  15 

Feed  all,  and  IhouM  the  ftianger  t»te  o%nce. 

Tie  worfe  for  him.     Plain  truth  is  my  delight. 

.    To  whom  Dlyfies,  ever.'wife,  replied. 

Nop  is  it  my  defire  to  be  detained. 

Setter  the  niendicant  m  cities  fteks 

His  dole,  Touchfafe  it  whoibever  may. 

Than  in  the  villages.     I  am  not  young». 

Nor  longer  of  an.  age  that,  well  accords- 

With  rural  taftv  nor  could  I  all  perform. 

That  it  might  pleafe  a  raalter  to  command.  jf 

Go  then,-  and  when  1  fliall  have  warm'd.  my  limbs 

Before  the  hearth^  and:whea  the  rifen  fiin 

Shall  fomewhat  chafe  the  cold,  thy  fervant's  tafk 

Shall  be  to  guide  me  thither,  as  thou  bidd'ft.  ' 

For  this  is  I  vile  garb ;  the  frofty  air  ,p 

Of  morning  would  benumb  me  thus  attited,,  ■■ 

And,,  as  ye  fayr  the  cityis  remote;. 

He  ended,  and  Telemachus  in  hafte 
Set  forth,  his  thoughts  all  teemihg  as  he  went. 
With  dire  revenge.     Soon  iir  the  palace-Courts  3^ 

Arriving^  he  recKned-his  fpear  aglihft-       . 
A  column,  and  proceeded  tb  the  KalU:  '•" 


Him 

,  Google 


BookXVII.  HOMER'S     ODYSSEY.  389 

Him  Euryclea,  firft,  his  nurfe  peroeived, 

While  on  the  variegated  feats  ihe  i^ad  .  . 

Their  fleecy  cov'ring;  fwift  with  tearful  eyes  40 

She  flew  to  him,  and  the.  whole  female  train 

Of  brave  Ulyfles  ^warm'd  around  bis  Ion,    ' 

Clafping  him,  and  his  foreheid  an^  his  neck : 

Kifling  aSeftionate;  th^n  came,  her&If,.       . 

As  golden  Venus  or  Diana  fair^  <  45 

Forth  from  her  chamber  to  her  fon's  embrace,. 

The  chafte  Penelope;  with  tears  (he  threw  .,  . 

Her  arms  around  him,  his  bright>beaming  eyes 

And  forehead  kifs'd,  and  with  a<murniurSd. plaint 

Maternal,  in  wing'd  accents  thus  began^  :  1  56 

Thou  haft  return'd,  lightof  mj^  feyes!  my  ienl.      '■     ■ 
My  lov'd  Telemachus;! , I  had  noihope  .  j    .      - 

To  fee  thee  more,  whetvonpetb^o  hadltembark'd 
For  Pylus,.  privily,,  and  with  no  ponfent 
From  me  obtain'd,  news  feefcing  of  thy  fire.  55 

Buthafte;  unfold.    .Dedare.jvbat.thoti.haft  fetn.     .. 

Tbwhom  TelemaehiiS,  ;diforete,.  BepUod. 
Ah  mother!  let  my  forrowsreftv  nor  me 
From  death  fo  lately  'fcaped  afflift  anew,   . 
But,  bathed  and  habited  ini&efliLattire,.  .66 

With  all  the  maidens  of  ttxy  train  aftend 
To  thy  fuperior  chamber,  there  to  vow 
A  perfect  hecatomb  to.atl  tb$  Gods, 
When  Jove  Ihall  have:  a^engcidoiir.rimfnrai  wiongs< 
I  feek  the  forum,  thei«.  to,  introduce      .  65 

A  gueft, 
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A  gueft,  my  foUawer  Ihim^e  PjUaaOiiatu 

Whom  fending  forvard  wi&  tay  stotAe  band, 

I  bade  Pirsetia  to  bis  own  abode 

Lead  him,  and  vidl  xU  kiiidii«6  euttrciiii 

The  ftranger,  till  i  fhould  mjMf  arrive. '  ja 

He  fpake,  nor  fitw  bit  words  ofele&  amay. 
She,  bathed  and  habited  ia  iitb  aiKirei 
VowM  a  full  hecatomb  to  all  the  Oode, 
Wotdd  Jove  but  recampeirfe  lisr  oum'totii  'mtmg». 
Then,  fpear  in  hmd(  went  fottk  bar  fan,  two  ilAgt        7  j 
Fleet-footeA  foltowcng.  bim.    O'-er  all  his  forifli 
Pallas' diflofed  a  dignity  dlTifti,  <' 

And  eVry  eye  gazed  on  bien  i&  he  pafsM.  '      ' 

The  fuitors  throngM  biA  round,  joy  on  fteir  !ip« 
And  -welcome,  but  deep  itaifcbief  in  their  healrts.         '■  Soi 
He,  ihunA&g'dl  thatCTO-wd,  <!ho<"e  ft>  hitnfelf 
A  feat,  where  Mentor  {et,  and  Antipbiu, 
And  Halytherftt,  long  his  fatho's  friends 
Sincere,  who  dif  hit  lOyi^t  nmck  Mquired. 
Then  drew  l>iraJiisioigl>,  indii^, bis  goefll  85 

Toward  the  forum;  nor  TdcmachK) 
Stood  long  aloof,  bat  grefeted  bis  af^roocfa, 
And  was  accofted  b^  HneOS  ;thui;  - 

Sir!  fend  thy  menial  women  te  liriHg^ome       ' 
The  precious  charge  committed  to  my  care,  ^' 

Thy  gifts  at  Menelaus'  bands  received. 

Towhom^TeiennBhps,  difcrece,  i«pUed.  ' 

Pidaeus!  wait;  for  I  not  yet  fer(Sfte      ^  

The 
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The  upfhot.     Should  thefc  haughty  ones  effift 

My  death,  clandeftine,  under  my  owd' rooi^  95 

And  parcel  my  inheritance  by  lot, 

I  rather  wilh  thofe  treafures  thine,  than  Ibtit^ 

But  llidufd  I  with  foooefs  plan  for  (hem  aU 

A  bloody  death,  (then,  vring'd  with  joy,  thyfelf 

Bring  home  thofe  prefents  to  thy  joyful  friend;  100 

So  faying,  he  led  the  anKjcsM  ftrangBT  thence 
Into  the  royal  manfioo,  where  itnived, 
£ach  caft  his  mantle  on  a  conch  or  thi»n.e. 
And  plung'd  his  feet  into  a  polilh'd  bath. 
There  walh'd  and  lubricated  with  fmooth  oils,  loj 

From  the  attendant  maidens  eadh  received 
Tunic  and  Ihaggy  mantle.     Thus  attired,' 
Forth  from  the  baths  they  fleppVl,  and  fat  again. 
A  maiden,  next,  with  golden  «wer  charged,. 
And  iilver  bowl,  pourU  water  on  their  hands,  no 

And  fpread  the  polilh'd  table,  which  with  food 
Of  all  kinds,  remoanCs  of  the  laft  regale. 
The  miiirefs  of  the  houfehold  charge  fupplied. 
Meantime,  befide  a  column  of  the  dome 
His  mother,  on  a  couch  reclining,  twirl'd  115 

Her  flender  threads.     They  to  the  furnifli'd  board 
Stretch'd  forth  their  hands,  and,.  Juinger  now  and  thirft 
Both  fatisfied,  Penelope  began; 

Telemachus !  I  will  afcend  again. 
And  will  repofe  me  on  my  woeful  bed  1  no 

For  fuch  it  hath  been,  and  vriih  iteais  sf  mine 

Ceafelefs 


c,  Google 


39»  HOMER'S     ODYSSEY.  Boon  XVIt 

Ceafelefs  bedevt'd,  ei^r  iince  Ulyfles  went 
With  Atreus"  ibua  to  Troy.     For  not  a  word 
Thou  would'ft  vouchTafe  me  'till  our  haughty  guefts 
Had  occupied  the  hpufe  again,  of  all  1 2j 

That  thou  haft  heard  (if  aught  indeed  thou  haft) 
Of  thy  long-lti&iit  Aitbeffwifli'd: return. 

Her  anfwer'd  then  TelemachusdiicreCe. 
Mother !  at  thy  tequeft  I  will  «nth  4rudi 
Relate  the  wholei .  .At  Pylu«*  (hare  arrived  1 30 

We  Neftor  found,  ichisf  •of  the  Pylian  race. 
Receiving  nie  in  Iris  auguft  abode, 
He  :entertain'd  me  with  fuch  welcome  kind 
As  a  glad  father  (hews  to  his  own  ion 
Long-loft  and  newly  found;  '.&>  Neftor  me,  135 

And  his  illuftrious  oflspriDgi:  entertain'd. 
But  yet  aftlired  me  that  he  nought  had  heard 
Erom  mortal  lips  of  my  magnanimous  fire. 
Whether  alive  or  dead ;  with  his  own  fteeds 
He  fent  me,  and  with  fplendid  chariot  thence  140 

To  fpear-famed  Meatus,  Atrens'  fon. 
There  faw  I  Helen,  by  the  God's  decree 
Auth'refs  of  trouble  both  to  Greece  and  Troy. 
The  Hero  Menelaus  then  ehquired 

What  caufe  had  urged  aie  to  the  i^eafant  vale  145 

Of  Lacedxmon ;  plainly  I  rehearfed 
The  occafion,  and  the  Hero  thus  re]died. 

Ye  Gods !  they  are  ambitious  of  the  bed 
Of  a  brave  man,  however  bafe  themfelves. 

But, 
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But,  as  it  chances  when  the  hart  hadi  laid  '     iso 

Her  fawns  new-yean'd  and  fucldings  ye^  to  left 
In  fome  refiftle&  lion's  den,  the  roams,  < 

Meantime,  the  hiUs,  and  in  the  grafiy  vales  :    "' 

Peieds  heedlefs,  but  the  lion  to  his  lair  •.  U 

Returning  foon,  both  her  and  ben  deikroys,  1^5$ 

So  Ihali  thy  fatlier,  brave  .fJly£bs,  thmn.  ' 

Jove !  Pallas !  and  Apanol  oh  that  fnch     '      '  '       ■ 
As  erft  in  well-builti.eibost  where  he  ftrove  ■  '  -' 

WItli  Pbilomdides,^  whom,  wreiiling,  flat       •  •  , 

He  threw,  when  all  Acluia's  fans  n^oiced,  169 

Ulyffes,  now,  niight,  mingle  with  his  foes  I       '  'J 

Short  life  and  bitter, ntpdali  IhbuU  be  theirs.        v  •  ,    .  .' 
But  thy  inquiries, •neifhar  indireft  1    .;  j  ■' 

Will  1  evade,  nor  givediee  faUe  r^ly. 
But  all  that  from  ttie.«iAo«igDt  «f  (he-Deep  165- 

I  have  received  will  itttsr,  hiding  nought. 
The  God  declared  thaik  lie  had' f«en  (hy  fire 
-  In  a  lone  ifland,  fprrowing,  and^detainVl  ' 
An  inmate  in  the  grotto,  of -.the  nymph 
Calypfo,  wanting,  alio  msaiis  by  which  .  17a 

To  reach  the  country  of  bis  biirth  again. 
For  neither  gallant  barks  nor  Aiends  had  he 
To  fpeed  his  pafiage  o'er  the  boohdteft  wares. 
r-  So  Dilenelaus  fpake,  the  fpear-renewA'd. 
My  errand  thus  accompUlh'c^  I  retum'd—  175 

*  Proteus. 
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And  by  the  Gods  with  gales  propitious  bleft, 
Was  waftefl  fwiftly  to  my  native  {hor6; 

He  fpake^  and  tumult  in  his  mother^  iheart 
So  fpeaking,  rai&d.     Confidatory,  next,  .' 
The  godlike  TheocIym<n>M  began^  J  80 

Confort  revved  df  Laertiades ! 
Little  the  Spartan  line^,  but  lift  to  me,  ■ 
For  I  win  plainly  prc^hely  and  fure. 
Be  Jove  of  alt  in  beaV'n  my  witnefs  firft. 
Then,  this  thy  hofptable  board,  and,  laft,  18$ 

Tbv  houfehold  Coda  of-  the  illuftiiouli  Chief 
Ulyffes,  at  whpfe  *  hearth  I  have  arrived. 
That,  even  now,  vrithin  his  native  ide 
inyfles  fomewbere  (its,  or  creeps  obfcure, 
Witnefs  of  thefe  enoftnities,  and  feeds  190 

Sowing  of  dire  deftru^tion- for  bis  foes'; ' 
So  fure  an  augwy,  while  oil  the  dedc : 
Reclining  of  the  gallant  bsUrk,  I  faW, 
And  with  loud  voice  procliiim'd  it  to  tiiy  fon. 

Him  anfwer'd  then  Penelope  difcrctei  I9S 

Grant  heav^,  thy  gueft,  that  this  good  word  of  thine 
Fail  not !  then  (halt  thou  ibon  fuch  bounty  Ihaie: 
And  friendthip  at  my  bands,  that  at  firft  fight 
Whoe'er  ihali  meet  thee  Ihall  pronounee  tfase  bleft.  ' 

Thus  they  conferred.  Meantime  the-  fUitors  hurlM     200 
The  quoit  and  lanb*  on  the  fiiiooth  area  fpread 

*  The  hearth  was  the  altar  on  which,  tbe  lafes  or  hou&hold-gods  were  woHbip'd. 
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Before  UlyfiTes'  gate,  tbte  culiom'd  fcene 
Of  their  contentions,  iports,  and  damonrs  rude. 
But  wlien  the  hour  of  fupper  now  ^prooch'd. 
And  from  the  pailares  on  all  lide»  the  flieep 
Came  with  their. wonted  diiversi  Medon  then 
(For  he  of  all  the  heralds,  plea&'d  them  raoft,      . 
And  waited  at  the  board)  them  thus  addrefi^d.:       ^ 

Enough  of  .play,  youog  princes  1  eotMi^  now 
The  honfe,  prepare  we  fedulous  our  feaft. 
Since  in  well-timed  refrefhment  haxvais  noae. 

He  fpake,  whofe  admomtion  pleas'd.     At  ones 
All,  riling,  fought  the* palace;  thece  arrived. 
Each  caft  his  mantle  oflt  which  on  his  throne 
Or  couch  he  fpread,  tlven,  brilk,  to  ilaughter  fell 
Of  many  a  vi(5lim ;  Iheep  and  goiite  and  brawns 
They  flew,  all  fattedj  and  a  pafloufd  ox, 
Haft'ning  the  banquiCt;  iior'witb;Iefs  difp^tch 
UlyiTes  and  Eumseus  now  prepared 
To  feek  the  town,  when  thus  the  iwain  began. 

My  gueft !  fince  thy.  fixt  pnrpofe  is  to  feek 
This  day  the  city  as  my  mafter^  bade. 
Though  1,  in  truth,  much  rather  wifli  thee  here 
A  keeper  of  our  herds,  yet,  through  refpa£t 
And  rev'rence  of  his  orders,  whofe  reproof 
I  dread,  for  mafliers  feldom  genHy  chide, 
I  would  be  gone.     Arife,  let  us  depart, 
For  day  already  is  far-fpent,  and  foon 
The  air  of  even-tide  will  chill  thee  more. 
3E  a 
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To  whom  Ulyffes,  ever-wife,  reified.  130 

It  is  enough.     I  underfland..  .Thou  fpeafc'ft  1 

To  one  intelligent.     Let  ue  depart)  .     ;; 
And  lead,  thyfelf,  the  way ;  but  giye  me,  firft, 
(If  thou  have  one  already,  hewn)  a  ftaff 
To  lean  on,  for  ye  have  defcribed  the  road  235 

Rugged,  and  oftimes  dang'rous  to  the  foot. 

So  faying, . hj^  tatter'd  wallet  o'er  his. back 
lie  .$aft,  fufpended  by  a  leathern  twiil, 
Etunseus  gratified  him  with  a  ftaff. 

And  forth  they  went,  leaving  the  cottage  kept  240 

By  dogs  and  fwajns.     He  city-ward  his  King 
Led  on,  in  form  a  fqualid  beggar  qlA, 
Halting,  stnd  in  unfe^mly  £arb  attired. 
But  when,, flow-traveUiog,  the  craggy  way. 
They  now  approach'd  the  town,  and  had  attain'd  145 

The  marble  fountain  deep,  wfaish  with  its  ftreams 
Pellucid  all  the  citizens  fupplied^ 
(ithacus  had  that  fountain  framed  of  ol<t 
With  Neritus.  and  Pcty&or,  over  which 
A  grove  of  water-nouriih'd  alders  hung  -        2:50  - 

Circular  on.  all  fides,  while  cold  the  lill 
Ran  from  the  .rock^  on  whofe  tal)  fiHiunit  flood 
The  altar  of  the  nymphs,  by  a)l  who  pafs!d 
With  facrifice  frequented^  ftilj^  and  ,pray'r) 
Melantheus,  fon  of.  Doliue,  at  !%t  fount  255; 

Met  them  ?  the  chofen  goats  of  .ev'ry  flockr 
With  two  affiftante,  fromti^e  field. he  <irove,, 
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The  fuitors'  fupper.     'He,  feeing  thetn  b()th,  -  <  ^ 

In  furly  accent  boorilb,  fuch  as  fired 

Ulyfles  with  refentment,  thi;is' began.  260 

Ay — thisiSTrell — ^The  villain  leads  thevile —  ; 

Thus  evermore  the  Gods  join  like  to  like.    '  ' 
Thou  clumfy  fwine-herd,  whither  would'ft  oondufl 
This  morfel-hunting  mendicant  bbfcehe,    ' 
Defiler  bafe  of  banquets  ?  many  a  poK     •  '  \      265 

Shall  he  rub  fmooth  that  props  him  while  he  begs 
I<ean  alms,  fole  objedl  of  his  low  purthit,       ' 
Who  ne'er  to  fword  or  trijxjd  yet  afpired.     ' 
Would'ft  thou  a£R>rd  Tiim  to  me  for  a  guard 
Or  fweeper  of  my  ftallsj  or  to  fuppiy  •  270 

My  kids  with  leaves,  hfe  (hould  fan  bulfeierthewes 
Supported  ftand,  thdi^bhonHBi'd  hot' witii  whey.' 
But  no  fuch  ufeful  arts  hath  Ji4  acqiiired, 
Nor  likes  he  work, -but  rathfer  much  td  extoit- 
From  others  food  for  his  unfetedniawi '    ■     '    .';   ,      275 
But  mark  my  prophefy,  fof.it  isitrliej.  ■ 

At  famed  Ulyfles' houfe;Aovdd'hei*Tite,''      ' 
His  fides  (hall  fliatter  many  afbotfiojl  horlM 
Againft  them  by  the  ofifended-  pririces  there; 

He  fpake,:  and  drawing  nigh,  with  his,  riais'di  foot,    .28a 
Infolent  as  he  was  andxlntitilh,  foitttfe  '■'    '     '    ' 
Hlyffes'  haunch,  yet  (hook  nor  from  his  path  ' 

The  firm-fet  Chief,,  who,  dbubtftil,  ttnifed  awhile 
Whether  to  rufli  on  hiiri,  amr  with  his  ftaffr 
To  flay  him,..Qrnplifting  hi(nii>>>  hig^.  28$ 
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Downward  to  dadi  bitq  j>eaMotig;;t>nt'bts;WtltK  :  .  i 
Reftraining,  calm  be  fufti^d  thea^toht.  :.: 
Him  then  Eumaeus  with  in(figniint''laala^       '    .    '    ' 
Rebuking,  rais'd  his  hsAds,  and  >fbrveiM  })ra^d.     — 

Nymphs  of  the  fountains,  ptogte^  of  Jove  i      ■    a0i» 
If  e'er  Ulyfles  an  your  ajar  bumM  ■   .     :    i   .    .     ■    .;. 
The  tlughs  of  fatted  ]an»hs.otJadling%  grant- ' 
Ttus  my  requeft.     O  Jet  thei  Heit)  iaani    '   !       •" 
Condufied  by  fortie  Deity,  wtum!'  ■   :     ■:        •' 

So  (hall  he  qneH  that  atr«g>nGe< which 'iUfe  :  agj 

Thou  now  indulgeft,:  Waio«ng.<liyl  by  Say  ■    '■ 
The  city,  white  bad  fliepherds  mar  (he  .flocks.    .  /r.'.i 
^  .  To  whom  the  goat-iherd  aofwet  thiis  TBWtn'd  - 
Melantheus.     Marv^cJua.!  how  rare  afpoedhii-' 
The  fuhtlecur  hotii^iirattled!  Khona  ^«riUYend      .     300 
Far  hence  at  a  a^Metaifiat  titae  on  bbard  .  '  1  ■ 
My  bark,  andiell  bins  at  no  little  gaih>    . 

I  would,  that  he  who  beais  iha-iUvtr  bow        

As  fure  might  pierc^.TMeiUachus  this  day. 

in  his  own  houfe,  or  that Ithefuitotis  Slight,  305 

As  that  fame  iMiaodtef  .fliall  return  no  more-!' 

He  faid,  and  them  left  pacing  dow  along,    '      ' 
Biltfoop,  kim&tf,  at  his  .L<M:d'8  houfe  arnTed  ;^      .1  : 
There  ent'iing  hM,  jiemrith.the  fuitors  far  •       '  .11 
Oppofite  to  Eorymachiw,  for  him  310 

He  valued  moft.     Tiie  &wen. his  p6rti6n  placed'^ 
Of  meat  before  him,  and  the  maiden,  chief  : 
piK(£lrefs  of  the  hou&hald,  .gave  him  bread.        '       .  •  '■ 
.■,.■•...  And 
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And  now,  Ulyflesi  Vi^  the  Twaitt'^is  friend 
Approdch'd,  when,  hebdng'tHesliannaniotis  lyre. 
Both  flood,  for  Phemimhad  begun  his  fong. 
He  grafp'd  the  fwine-herd^  hind,  and  thus  be  fiud. 

This  houfe,  Eumsui  1'  of  'Uly^  ftems ' 
Faffing  magnificent,  anit;t6  beknowii  - 
With  eafe  for  his  among  a'thotifand  itiore. 
One  pile  fupi>orts  another, 'afad  a  wait 
Crefted  with  battlemen(«:futiiaand6  the  court ; 
Firm,  too,  the  folding  doors  all  force  of  man 
Defy ;  but  num^ojis  guefts,  as  I  perceive. 
Now  feafi  wi&in;  witnefii  the  lav'iry  fteam 
Faft-fiiming  upwanl,  and  the  founding  biarpr 
Bivine  aflbdate  of  the  feftire:  boatdr: 

To  whom,  EUBseus,  thou  didft  thus  lepl^. 
Thou  baft  wrflgnjefsy ;  no  wonder ;  thou  iart  quick 
On  ev'ry  theme'f  but  let;l»  wdl  foieeaft- 
This  bufmefs.     Wilt  thou,  enfriag  fiifti  tbyfdf. 
The  fplendid  inanfiort,  with  the  fuitocs  mix. 
Me  leaving  here  >  oc  ihalM  .lead  the  way: 
While  thou  remainfl  behind^)  yet  liagei:  not,.' 
Left,  feeing  thee  «(ithoat,,  ibme  fervant- Alike 
Or  drive  thee  hence.     Coniider  which  were  beft. 

Him  anfwet'd,  then,  the  psSeiM  HeM  boidi 
It  is  enough..    I  underftandi    <TliMi  ^peak%    " 
To  one  intelligent.     Lead  tfaoit  the  Wtiy 
Me  leaving  here,  for  neither- Aripes  nor  blows' 
To.  me  are  ftrange.     Much-  «xan^ed  -  with  pbin 
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In  fight  and  on;  the  p^epj,;  lti»y»  U#g  fwoe .      ,     ,  :       >. 

Levn'd  pati«nce.     FoUow,.fl»xly  .tviut  foUftW  nstjr ! 

Bnt,  to  fupprefe  the^ppctiMt'Klwili  - 

Irapoffible;  the,ftQ6ii#i^:»:foviKe.:-:;i;  '1  .;■;  .  345 

Of  ills  to  man,  ■!«»  sqtrnck^ns  Sldpb. :  -    "   ,:  r-  : 

Deftru<%ve,  which  to  ^^OiJlbijts  are^iig^dt 

Seat  travers'd,  and  fie(q«..1)»tiAl8j:W<lge4reitK>te.'    '        '.    ' 

Thus  they  difcourftng  Sdnij  ,Aiig»l:.the:wba6, .       r«    1 
Ulyffes'dog,  «ipli&ed:»»'toere,Jie.1ajr(::-.':.  ■■:,  i  ...      '.     %$t> 
His  head  and  eapsjereiSL'   Ulyfleslbitn;!  !<'.  : . '"        '  ■      .  " 
Had  bred  long  lince,  himfelf,  bat  rarely.  Ofed,       :   :   "    , 
Departing,.  fir(hi.tt),Il(Vlia;i     Hi*;;tbfe',yq>«bS!i  •  SUi.\  •..   '■'■. 
In  other  days  led 'fte^jqMittOjjiljaflhaffri;  I  ,ir  ;.;:.-•-;  .-il.. 
Of  wild  goat,  hart  and'hs»e;c  b«t  poiT:I1t:lad2'<d  -  ■■  j5j 
A  poor  old  caft-off,  of  his  Ltwdiqrlorat:   '.   , 
Wliere  mules  andoixen  l%ad  liefore-the^p^eCv.      .      :      .' 
Muph  ordure  leftj-with  whicb  Vlyi^iJitti^'  ri.t- 
Should,  in  thie  time,  maourt  his.  ipwions  fields. : 
There  lay,  with  dog-devotiring  v«n>?in  foul  36(1 

All  over,  Argus ;  fopn  «» fep  ppflceived    '  ■  nlvj  ■ '  -  '. 

Long-loft  Ulfflep-pighi  4owtii&U  hls^ean 
Clapp'd  clofe^  and  :with  hi<  tail  glad  figa  he  gave    '.   . 
Of  gratulajdon,  impotent  to  rile 

And  to  approach  his  maftgr  as ;<>f;  qWi',-  .'  1  .365 

Ulyffes,  noting^ JbiTC  vnipqd  off  a  ttar.-  •  :     .  '■ :  :i-  ■    l   : 
Unmark'd,  and  of  EiuiMai)^  quit^  enquiredt     - 

i  can  but  wonder  feeing  ^hs  dog  I 
Thus  lodg'd,  Eumseu; !  lieautiful  in'foon  -  :.'.  : .  .    <\ 
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He  is,  paft  doubt,  but  whether  he  hath  been  370 

As  fleet  as  fair*.know-  not ;  rather  fuch 
Perchance  as  mailers  fometimes  keep  to  grace 
Their  tables,  nourifh'd  more  for  ftiow  than  ufe.' 

To  whom  Eumasus,  thou  didfl;  thxis  reply. 
He  is  the  dog  of  one  dead  fur  remote.  375 

But  had  he  now  fuch  feat-performing  ftrength 
As  when  Ulyfies  left  him,  going  hence. 
To  Ilium,  in  one  moment  thou  Ihonldft  mark, 
Aftonilh'd,  his  agility  and  force. 

He  never  in  the  fylvan  deep  recefs  380 

The  wild  beail  few  that  'fcaped  him,  and  he  track'd 
Their  fteps  infallible  ;■  but  he  hath  now 
No  comfort,  for  (the  loaftsr  dead  afar) 
The  heedlefs  fervantt  care  not  for  his  dog. 
Domeftics,  miffing  once  their  Lord's  controul,  385 

Grow  wilful,  and  rdfufe  their  proper  tafks ; 
For  whom  Jove  doonu  to  lervitado,  he  takes 
At  once  the  half  df  that  tnan*s  worth  away. 

He  faid,  and,  ent'ring  at  the  portal,  join'-d 
The  fuitors.     Thenhis  deftiny  releafed  390 

Old  Argos,  loon  as  he  had  lived  to  fee 
Ulyffes  in  the  twentieth  year  refiored. 

Godlike  Telemachus»  iong  ere  the  reft, 
Marking  the  fwine-herd's  entrance,  with  a  nod 
Summon'd  him  to  approach.     Einnaeus  caft  395 

His  eye  around,  and  feeing  vacant  there 
The  feat  which  the  difpenfer  of  the  feaft 
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Was  wont  to  occupy  while  he  fupplied 

The  numerous  guefts,  planted  it  right  before 

Telemachus,  and  at  his  table  faty  400 

On  which  the  herald  placed  for  him  his  ihare 

Of.  meat,  and  from  the  ba/kets  gave  him  bread. 

Soon  after  him,  UlyiTes  enter'd  flow 

The  palace,  like  a  fqualid  beggar  old, 

Staff-propp'd,  and  in  loofe  tatters  foul  attired.  405 

Within  the  portal  on  the  alhen  till 

He  fat,  and,  feeming  languid,  lean'd  againit 

A  cyprefs  pillar  by  the  builder's  art 

Polilh'd  long  iince,  and  planted  at  the  door. 

Then  took  Telemachus  a  loaf  entire  410 

Forth  from  the  elegant  bafltet,  apd  of  flefh 

A  portion  large  as  his  two  hands  contained. 

And,  beck'ning  clofe  the  fwine-herd,  charged  him  thus. 

Thefe  to  the  ftranger ;  whom  advife  to  alk 
Some  dole  from  evVy  fuitor;  balhful  fear  415 

111  fuits  the  mendicant  by  want  opprefs'd. 

He  fpake ;  Eumseus  went,  and  where  he  fat 
Arriving,  in  wing'd  accents  thus  began. 

Telemachus,  oh  ftranger,  fends  thee  thefe, 
And  counfels  thee  to  importune  for  more  420 

The  fuitors,  one  by  one;  for  balhful  f^ar 
111  fuits  the  mendicant  by  want  opprefs'd. 

To  whom  Ulyffes,  ever-wife,  replied. 
Jove;  King  of  all,  grant  ev'ry  good  on  earth 
To  kind  Telemachus,  and  the  complete  445 

Accorapliihment 
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Accomplilhment  of  all  that  hedefires! 

He  faid,  and  with  both  hands  outfpread,  the  mefs 
Receiving  as  he  fat,  oa  his  worn  bag 
Difpofed  it  at  his  feet.     Long  as  the  bard 
Chaunted,  he  ate,  and  when  he  ceas'd  to  eat,  43d 

Then  alfo  ceas'd  the  bard  divine  to  fing. 
And  now  enfued  loud  clamour  in  the  ball 
•Arid  tumult,  when  Miiwrva,  drawing  nigh 
To  Laertiades,  impell'd  the  Chief 

Crufts  to  coUedl,  or  any  pittance  fmall  435 

At  ev'ry  fuitor's  hand,  for  trial's  fake 
Of  juft  and  unjuft  ;  yet  deliv'rance  none 
From  evil  Ihe  defign'd  for  any  there. 
From  *  left  to  right  his  progrefs  he  began 
Petitioning,  with  outftretch'd  hands,  the  thrcmg,  '        440 
As  one  familiar  with  the  beggar's  art. 
They,  pitying,  gave  to  him;  but  view'd  him  itill 
With  wonder,  and  enquiries  mutual  made 
Who,  and  whence  was  he  ?  Then  the  goat-herd  rofe 
Melanthius,  and  th'  affembly  thus  addrefs'd.  '445 

Hear  me,  ye  fuitors  of  th*  illullrious  Queen ! 
This  gueft,  of  whom  ye  aflc,  I  have  beheld 
Elfewhere ;  the  fwine-herd  brought  him ;  but  himfelf 
I  know  not,  neither  who  nor  whence  he  is. 

So  he;  then  thus  Antinoiis  ftem  rebuked  450 

The  fwine-herd.     Ab,  notorious  as  thou  an:, 

•  That  he  might  begin  aufpicioufly.    Wine  was  fervcd  in  the  fame  <lire&'on.    F. 
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Why  haft  thou  fliewn  this  vagabond  the  way 
Into  the  city  f  are  we  not  enough 
Infefted  with  thefe  troublers  of  out  feails  f 
.  Deem'ft  it  a  trifle  that  fuch  numbers  eat  455 

At  thy  Lord's  coft,  and  haft  thou,  therefore,  led 
This  fellow  hither,  found  we  know  not  where  ?  I 

To  whom  Eumaeus,  thou  didft  thus  reply.  j 

Antinoiis !  though  of  high  degree,  thou  fpeak'ft 
Not  wifely.     What  man  to  another's  houfe  460  ! 

Repairs  to  invite  him  to  a  feaft,  unlefs 

He  be  of  thole  who  by  profeffion  ferve  I 

The  public,  prophet,  healer  of  difeafe. 

Ingenious  artift,  or  forae  bard  divine  I 

Whofe  mufic  may  exhilarate  the  guefts  >  4^5 

Thefe,  and  fuch  only,  are  in  ev'ry  land  | 

Call'd  to  the  banquet ;  none  invites  the  poor,  j 

Who  much  confume,  and  no  requital  yield. 
But  thou  of  all  the  fuitors  roughly  treat'ft 
Ulyffes' fervants  moft,  and  chiefly  me ;      -  470 

Yet  thee  I  heed  not,  while  the  virtuons  Queen. 
Dwells  in  this  palace,  and  her  godlike  fon. 

To  whom  Telemachus,  difcrete,  replied. 
Peace !  anfwer  not  verbofe  a  man  like  him. 
Antinoiis  hath  a  tongue  accuftom'd  much  475 

To  tauntings,  and  promotes  them  in  the  reft. 

Then,  turning  to  Antinoiis,  quick  he  faid— ■ 
Antinoiis !  as  a  father  for  his  fon 
Takes  thought,  fo  thou  for  me,  who  bidd'ft  me  chafe 

The 
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The  ftrangerharflUy  hflnee;  but  •God  forbid  1  480*   - 

Impart  to  him.     I  grudge  not,  but  myfelf 

Exhort  thee  to  it ;  neither,  in  this  caufe. 

Fear  thou  the  Queen,  or  in  the  kaft  regard 

Whatever  menial  throughout  all  the  houfe 

Of  famed  Ulyffes.     Ah  !  within  thy  breaft  485 

Dwells  no  fuch  thought ;  thou  lov'ft  not  to  impart 

To  others,  bat  to  gratify  thyfelf. 

To  whom  Antinoijts  anfwer  thus  return'd. 
High-foaring  and  intemp'rate  in  thy  fpeech  ^ 
How  haft  thou  faid,  Telemachus  ?  Would  all  490 

As  much  beftow  on  him,  he  ihould  not  feek 
Admittance  here  again  three  months  to  come. 

So  faying,  he  feized  the  ftool  which,  banquetting. 
He  prefs'd  with  his  nice  feet,  and  fiom  beneath 
The  table  forth  advanced  it  into  view.  495 

The  reft  all  gave  to  him,  with  bread  and  flefli 
Filling  his  wallet,  and  Ulyflfes,  now. 
Returning  to  his  threfliold,  there  to  tafle 
The  bounty  of  the  Greeks,  paufed  in  his  way 
Beftde  Antinous,  whom  he  thus  addrefs'd.  500 

Kind  &,  vouchfafe  to  me !  for  thou  appear'ft 
Not  leaft,  but  greateft  of  the  Achaians  here, 
And  haft  a  kingly  look.     It  might  become 
Thee  therefore  above  others  to  beftow, 
So  Ihould  I  praife  thee  wherefoe'er  I  roam.  505 

I  alfo  lived  the  happy  owner  once 
Of  fuch  a  ftately  manfion,  and  have  giv'n 

•  Here  again  6«j  occurs  in  the  abftradt. 
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To  num'rous  wand'rers  (whencefoe'er  they  came) 

All  that  they  needed ;  1  was  alfo  ferved 

By  many,  and  enjoy'd  all  that  denotes  jio 

The  envied  owner  opulent  and  bleft. 

But  Jove  (for  fo  it  pleas'd  him)  hath  reduced 

My  all  to  nothing,  prompting  me,  in  league 

With  rovers  of  the  Deep,  to  fail  afar 

To  .lEgypt,  for  my  fure  deftru£tion  there.  515 

Within  th'  ^Egyptian  ftream  my  barks  well-oar'd 

I  ftation'd,  and,  enjoining  ftridl  my  friends 

To  watch  them  clofe-attendant  at  their  fide. 

Commanded  fpies  into  the  hill-tops ;  but  they, 

Under  the  impulfe  of  a  fpirit  rafh  5*0 

And  hot  for  quarrel,  the  well-i^altuf'd  fields 

Pillaged  of  the  Egyptians,  captive  led 

Their  wives  and  little-ones,  and  flew  the  men. 

Ere  long,  the  loud  alarm  their  city  reach'd. 

Down  came  the  citizens,  by  dawn  of  day,  525 

With  horfe  and  foot  and  with  the  gleam  of  arms 

Filling  the  plain.     Then  Jove  with  panic  dread 

Struck  all  my  people ;  none  found  courage  more 

To  (land,  for  mifchiefs  fwarm'd  on  ev'ry  fide. 

There,  num'rous  by  the  glitt'ring  fpear  we  fell  530 

Slaughter'd,  while  others  they  condufted  thence 

Alive  to  fervitude ;  but  me  they  gave 

To  Dmetor,  King  in  Cyprus,  Jafus'  fon ; 

He  entertain'd  me  liberally,  and  thence 

This  land  I  reach'd,  but  poor  and  woe-begohe.  .  535 
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Then  anfiver  thus  Antinous  harih  return'd. 
What  diemoa  introduced  this  nuifance  here, 
This  troubler  of  our  feaft .'  ftand  yonder,  keep 
Due  diftance  from  my  table,  or  expert 
To  fee  an  JEgypt  and  a  Cyprus  worfe  540 

Than  thofe,  bold  mendicant  and  void  of  ihame ! 
Thou  haunteft  each,  and,  inconlid'rate,  each 
Gives  to  thee,  becaufe  gifts  at  others  coft 
Are  cheap,  and,  plentifully  ferv'd  themfelves, 
They  fquander,  heedlefs,  viands  not  their  own.  545 

To  whom  Ulyffes  while  he  flow  retired. 
Crods !  how  illib'ral  with  that  fpecious  form ! 
Thou  wouldft  not  grant  the  poor  a  grain  of  fah 
From  thy  own  boar<l,  wlw  at  another's  fed  , 

So  nobly,  canft  not  fpare  a  crull  to  nae-  SS'* 

He  fpake ;  then  raged  Antinous  ftill  the  more. 
And  in  wing'd  accents,  louring,  thus  replied.  , 

Take  fuch  difmifflon  now  as  thou  defery'ft. 
Opprobrious !  haft  .thou  dared  to  feoff  at  me  ? 

So  faying,  he  feized  his  ftool,  and  on  the  joint         555 
Of  his  right  flioulder  fmote  him ;  firm  as  rock 
He  ftood,  by  no  fuch  force  to  be  difplaced. 
But  filent  Ihook  his  brows,  and  dreadful  deeds 
Of  vengeance  ruminating,  fought  again 
His  feat  the  tbreihold,  where  his  bag  full-charged       560 
He  grounded,  and  the  fuitors  thus  addrefs'd. 

Hear  now,  ye  fuitors  oiT  the  matchlefs  Queen, 
My  bofom's  dictates.     Trivial  is  the  harm. 
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Scarce  felt,  iF,  fighting  for  his  own,  his  ftieep 
Perchance,  or  beeves,  a  man  receive  a  blow.  ..    565 

But  me  Antinoiis  ftrucl?  for  that  I  aflc'd 
Food  from  him  merely  to  appeafe  the  pangs 
Of  .hunger,  fource  of  num'rous  ills  to  man. 
If  then  the  poor  man  have  a  God  t'  avenge  '  ■  1     \ 

His  wrongs,  i  pray  to  him  that  death  may  feize  ,  570 
Antinous,  ere  his  nuptial  hour  arrive '. 

To  whom  Antinoiis  anfwer  thus  returned,  ^ 

Son  of  Eupithes.     Either  feated  there  ^ 

Or'going  hence,  eat,  ftranger,  and  be  (till ;  '      . 

Left  for  thy  infolence,  by  hand  or  foot  575 

We  drag  thee  forth,  and  thou  be  flay'd  alive.  , , 

He  ceafed,  whom  all  indignant  he^rd,  and  thus         _  ,, . 
Ev'n  his  own  proud  companions  cenfured  him. 

Antinous  !  thou  didft  not  well  to  fmite 
The  wretched  vagabond.     O  thou  art  doom'd  580 

For  ever,  if  f  thei;e;,he  a  God  in  heav'ji ;         ' 
For,  in  finfilitude  p£  ftr^gers  oft,     ,    , 
The  Gods,  who  can  with  eafe  all  ilup^  aflume. 
Repair  to  pppulqus  .cities^  .where  they  mark 
The  outrageous  and  thJ^  rigbferas  deeds  of  men.         585 

*'Et /it  mVk  iftr*Dffc»i*{  (Mf'ifj;  ,     ' 

Euftathius,  and  Clarice  after  himi  imdetftapd  itR  lapollopefis  hcre^  05.  if  tbe  fpeaker 
meant  to  fay — what  jf  there  Ibould  be  i  pr-rfuppofc  there  ffaould  be  ?  But  the  fen. 
tehee  Teems  to  fall  in'bet^er  With  what  Fondws  interpreted  as  above,  and  it  is  a  fenfe 
of  thepafTagejift.ultfnrranlq^bytliltofiniavjaflothcrQoinntentaton.         ' 

See  Schaufelberjrerus. 
h        .■■.!>   t  > 
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So  they,  for  whofe  reproof  he  little  cared. 
Bat  in  his  heart  Telemachus  that  blow 
Rdcnted,  anguith-tonli  yet  not  a  tear  ,' 

He  filed,  but  filent  (hook  his  brows,  and  mufed  .  ■ 

Terrible  things.     Penetope,  meantime,  J90 

Told  of  the  wand'rer  fi>  abufed  beneath 
Her  roof,  among  her  maidens  thus  exclaim'd. 

So  may  Apollo,  glorious  archer,  fmite 
Thee  alfo !  Then  Eurynome  reidied, 

Oh  might  our.pny'n  prevail,  none  of  them  all       £9j 
Should  fee  bright-charioted  Aurora  more. 

Her  anfwer'd  then,  Penelope  difcrete. 
Norfe  K  they  are  odious  all,  for  that  alike 
All  teem  with  milchief ;  but  Aatinoiis'  kwks  / 

Remind  me  ever  of  the  gloom  of  death.  600 

A  ftranger  hath  arrived  who,  begging,  roams 
The  houfe,  (for  fo  his  penury  enj(an«> 
The  reft  have  givti  him,  and  have  fUTd  his  bag. 
With  viands^  but  Antinoua  hath  bruifed 
His  Ihoulder  with  a.  foot-ft^  hnrCd  at  him.  fioj 

While  thus  the  Queen  cooveriing.witb  her  train. 
In  her  own  chamber  fat,  IJ]yfit»  made 
Plenteous  repaft.     Then,  calGng.tohcriidt 
Eumseus,  thus  <he  figaiBedhcr will. 

Eumsens,  noble  friend!  bid  nsw  a^neacl),''  610 

Yon  ftranger.     I  would  Ijieak  with  him^  and  aft. 
If  he  have  ieea  Uly^,  at  have  heard. 
Tidings,  perchance,  of  the  affliAed-Cbie^. 
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For  much  a  wantPrer  by  his  garb  he  feems. 

To  whom,  Eumieus,  thou  didft  thiis  reply.  '  6rs 

Were  thofe  Achaians  filent,  ttu>ti  fllouI<ni  hear, : 
O  Queen !  a  tale  that  would  confole  diy  heait.      ' 
Three  nights  I  houfed  him,  and  wi*hih  m>y  cot      ■  .1  ■- . 
Three  days  detain'd'  him,  (for  his  -fcip  he  left 
A  fugitive,  and  came  dit«a'to  me) 
But  half  untold  his  hiffty  ftiU  reih^ns.       ■    \  - 
As  when  his  eye  ohe'iixes  oil  a  bmd  '    •      '.'  !  •' 
Prom  heav'rtinftruifted  in  i'uch  themes  as ■ehartft 
The  ear  of  mortals,  ever' as  iieflrigt'  '■ 

The  people  prefs,  iftfatiable, 'to  hear," 
So,  in  my  cottage, 'feated  irt  my  !fide,    •  i 

That  ftranger  with  his  tsleenehanteil  me.  :' ■  ?• 
Laertes,  he  affirms^  hath  been'hii  gueft  1  a' '  > 
Erewhile  in  Crete,  Where  Mines''raGe  refideil, '  -  '."'  "■ '  /' 
And  thence  he  hath  at-rivfed,'  after  great  ladi.  -  ■  ■'  -Sgo 
A  fuppliaht  to  the  vitftihh  abafed;  ; 

He  adds,  that  in  Thefprotiii's  neighbom  walffl-      '    • 
He  of  Ulyffesheard,- ibotti  thift'he'Hveisj     ■    ■  '■'    '■■ 

And  that-he  OBmes  iadeii  vrttfli  riches  lome.  •  ■ ' 

To  whom  Penelope,'  difia^e,  replied.  '    63J 

Hafte;  call  him.     iWcAddWear,' my<elf,'his.t*le. 
Meantime,  let  thefe.  Or  fe  the  palace  gate 
Sport  joculari  or  here  j'thtaj- Warts  are  light. 
For  their  poftfeflions  are  iicnre  ;/*«/>•  wine    ■•  '' 

None  drinks,  or  eate  ^/>  ViartdS,  fave  their  own,      ■  €40 
While  my  abode,  day  aftei-'day,  themfeives  ' 
■  •      '  '   '.  Haunting) 
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Haunting,  my  beeves  and  Iheep  and  fatted  goats 
Say  for  the  banquet,  and  my  calks  exhauft 
Extravagant,  wtteoce  endleft  wafte  eqfues ;  :   ■  ■    -1 

For  no  fuch  friend  as  was  Ulyfles  once  ,.  1645 

Have  I  to  expel  the  mirchief.     But  .might  be 
Revilit  once  his  native  fiiorcs.  again,  ,     ..' 

nnien,  aided  by  his  fon,  he  Ihonld  avenge. 
Incontinent,  the  wrongs  vbidi  now  I  moom. 

Then  fneezed  Tdenuchus  trith  fudden  fbrce,  6  jo 

That  all  tbe  palace  rang ;  his  mother  laugh'd. 
And  in  wing'd  accents  thus  the  fwain  befpal^e. 

Hafte— bid  him  hither— heard'ft  thou  not  the^eze.  ' 
Propitious  of  my  fon?  oh  might  it  prove 
A  prefage  of  inevitable  death  65^ 

To  all  thefe  revellers  t  may  none  eibape ! 
Now  mark  me  well.    ^Should  the  event  his  tale 
Ck>nfirm,  at  my  own  hands  he  Ihall  receive 
Mantle  atid  tunic  both  for  his  reward. 

Shefpake;  be  went,  and  where  Uly&Sifat  660 

Arriving)  in  wing'd  accents  thus,  began, 

Penelope,  my  venerable  fii^sd  t 
(3^  thee,  the  mother  of  Telemachtu.^  ... 
Opprels'd  by  numVous  troublES,  Ihei  dsfireft  .. 
To  aJk  thee  tidings  of  her  aUent  Loid.   '■..  66.; 

And  Ihould  the  event  verify  dvy  xq)0It^ 
Thy  meed  Ihall  be  (^  boon  which  much  thoa  needlt), 
Tunic  and  mantle ;  but  Ibe  gives  jjjb'moie^  .  . 
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Thy  *  Ciftenance  thou  'xav&,  a$  Dow,  ebtain. 

Begging  it  at  tbeirihand>j|rhodiure  to:  gtie.  -.    679 

Then  thus  vO|yffes,  ,Heio  toil-inuKd.   : 
Eumxus !  readily  I: can  relate 
Truth,  and  tnith.  only,  ta  the  jnudtnt  Qtiobn. : . 

Icarius' daughter ;  for  of  him  I  know  •  ;. 

Much,  and  have  fofiar'd  Smmvi  iMl^e  his  own.  '67  5 

But  dread  I  feeLof  this  impoious  tfaioog  .         ,      :  1.    .  ; 
Berverfe,  whofe.  riot  and  outragshisa^i   ;  ' 

Of  violence  echo  thtou^  the  viidt  of  heaT'ib  . 
And,  even  now,  when  for  no  fault  of  mine  •  ■  '•  •  i... 

Yon.' fttitor  itruck  me  as  I  pafs'd,  andfiUfd  :      .  ■,■:    >68o 
My  fielh  with  pain,  neither  Tdeomtius  '       ,    /i 

Nor  any  interpofed  to  .ftay  his  aim,      ..'",1  1   •    .-.-.i-c 
Now,  therefore,  let*enetojM,  althdugh      .  ■     '     ; .,:;  1,,  (■ 
Impatient, 'tiU  the  iiinde&end  poflpone     ... '     .  ./^^ 

Her  queltions ;  then  {he  may  eaqtone  feoure  06^ 

When  comes  her  huitond, . and  may  nearer  place  .  •>■'■'' 
MyJfeat  to  thaliearth-lidei.  for  thinly  clad''  '    '. 

Thou  know'ft  I  am,  irlK^aid  I  firft  implored^  ' '  "■■ 

He  ceas'd;  at  whofe  reply  Eumieus  fought  -  ■>■■ 

Again  the  Queen,  but  eie  he  yet  bad  pafird  -  -  6^ 

The  threlhold,  Am  ihe  greeted  hi»  return.  -''i- 

<]om'ft  thou  atone, 'Eumseus !  why  ^days  ^  '■■'• 

The  invited  wand'reti  dreads  be  other  harm?  "  >    '= 

«  Tbil feems  wUcd by  Eumxus  to  cut^fffroiQ  V}yfks  ih9,hfipt  tb^m^toiMr 
wife  Jempt  him  to  vtc'ftSittn,     ^  .         -  i        -  -        .- 

.  ;.  ..;■■...-.  Qf 
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Or  fees  he  aught  that  with  al  baibM  .anre 

Pills  him  >  the  baQifiil  'poat'  are  po«  indeed.  t    Cs'gi 

To  whom,  Eumsiis,  thou  <lidfl;  thus  «ply.  '■  t  - 

I^e  hath  wdl  fpakeo ;  none  who  wo«dd  dedint  • '  ' 

The  rudenefs  of  this  contnmdioos  tbioag.    -    ■  -         "    '-. 
Could  anfwer  otherwife;.  thee  ihe  enttetts 
To  wait  Mil  fun-fet,  atld{hatsi]tit£^  O'Qaeen,'  70*' 

Thou  flialt  thyf^f -fir  moie  comiDa^oua'fihd,  .       ■:■  r    T 
To  hold  thy  conf  rence  witli  tfa«  gueft,  alone; 

Then  anfwer  thus  Penelope  retum'd.       •  '■ 

The  ftranger,  I  perceive)  is  not  anwife. 
Whoe'er  he  be,  for  on  the  earth  are  none  -705' 

Proud,  infolent,  and  profligate  as  thefe. 

So  fpake  the  Queen.     Then  (all  his  meflage  told) 
The  good  Eumaeus  to  the  fuitmn  went 
Again,  and  with  his  head  inclintti  toward 
T«lemachus,  left  o&ers  fhonid  his  words  71A 

Witnefs,  in  accents  wing'd  him  thus  addrefi'd. 

Friend  and  kind  maOerl  I  return  to  keep    : 
My  herds,  and  to  attend  my  rural  charge, 
Whence  we  are  both  fujjain'd.     Keep  than,  meantime) 
All  here  with  vigilance,  but  chiefly  watch        ^  715 

For  thy  own  good,  and  fave  ibxfe^  from  ham; 
For  num'rous  here  brood  mifchief,  whom  the  Gods 
Exterminate,  ere  yet  their  jdots  pisvail !. 

Xb  whom  Telemachus,  difcrete,  repHed. 
So  be  it,  father !  and  (tljy  evening-mefs  710 

Eaten)  depart ;  to-moirow  come  again. 

Bringing 
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Bringing  fair  viiSiaw  hSthet ; .  I-  will  keep,; 
I  ;and  the  Gods,  nieantima,  all  here  recote. 

He  ended  >  then  refumed  once  more  the  fwaiit 
His  polilh'd  feat,  arid,  both  ivtth  wine  and  food  725 

Kow  fatiate,  to  his  charge  letum'd,  the  coart 
Leaving  and  all  this  palace  throngfd  with  guefts; 
They  (for  it  how  was  evening)  all  alike 
Tarn'd  jovial  to  tlis  ibog  and  ta  the  dance. 
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The  beggar  imU'&tivciiiti'ibit  p^Oei  i'.cointe oden  jibce 
Ijetween  hjn^^^  j[%^4ts>:ih  which  Jrtu  ts  bjr;  one  blow  vjifujuitbed. 
^^elope  appears  to  the  ^fflif;  and  havHignminded  them  of  the 
prefents  which  Ihe  had  a  right  to  pcp^  from. them,  receives  a  ^t 
firom  each.  Eurjrmachus,  'pro'volced'by  a'fpeech  of  T)lyires/  flings 
a  footftool  at -hiVA,- which 'kilo^i  doWn  the  cup-bearer  i  a  geh'etU 
tumult  is  the  conreqaonre,. 'which'  coatimies  HiU  by. 'flbe  odncc^'of 
Telemachus,  fcconded' by-Amphinomus,  the  fuitiocs  cetirctothjir 
fefpe^ve  homes.  ,  ,    . 


B     O     O     K         XVIII. 

NOW  Cime  a  public , mendicant,  a  man 
Accuftom'd,  feefcjng  almsj  to.  roam,  the  ftneets 
Of  Ithaca;  one  never  fated  yet 
With  food  or  drink ;  yet  mufcle  bad  he  npne, 
Or  ftrength  of  limbj  ihoagh  gignt-toiilt  in  ftow.  5 

Arnseus  was  the  name  Nvhich  at  his  birth     :  1 

His  mother  gave  him;  bvit  the  "youlhfid  bandf 
Of  fiiitots,  whom  ^s  meflenger  he  ferved. 
All  named  him  Irus>     He,  arriving,  fongte  - 

To  drive  .Ulyflies  forth  Aoitt  his  own  hopife-  ■  r# 
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And  in  rough  accents  rude  him  thus  rebuked. 

Forth  frdm  the  porch, 'old  man !  left  by  the  foot 
I  drag  thee  quickly  forth.     Seeft  not  how  all 
Wink  on  me,  and  by  figiis  give  me  command 
To  dif  g  thee  h^pce  ?  ^or  is  it  aught  but  Ibame  15 

That  checks  me.     Yet  arife,  left  loon  with  S&» 
Thou  force  me  to  adjuft  our  difference. 
-    lifo-^Hjom'Ulyfles,  low'ring  dark,  repUei 
l>eace,  fdlow  j  neither  word  nw  deed  of  1^00  ■'  • 
Wrohga;  thee,  nor  feel  1  envy  at  the  boon>  .  lo 

lHf>weyer  ^ntiful,  which  thou  receiv'ft.         t       ■, 
jThe  iill  naay  bold  us  both;  thou  doft  not  wdl    1 
'7o  envy  dtbers ;  thou  appcai'ft  like  me 
A'+agrant-;  i^enty  is  the^ft  of  heav^. 
But  urge  me  not  to  trial  of  our  fifts, '  »5 

Left  thou  provoke  me,  and  I  ftain  with  blood 
Thy  bofom  and  thy  lips,  old  as  I  am. 
So,  my  attendance  fliould  to-morrow  prove 
More  tranquil  here ;  for  thou  fliotdd*ft  leavey  I  jvOge^  .  ' 
Ulyffes?  Runlion,  never  to  return.  > '  3» 

Then  anfwer'd  Irus,  kindHng  with  difdain. 
Gods !  with  what  volubility  of  fpeech 
The  table-hunter  prates,'  Kke  aii  old  hag  i 

Collied  with  chimney-finuteh  t  but  ah  beware-r  ' 

For  I  intend  thee  mifchief,  and  to  dafli  55 

With  both  hands  ev'ry  grinder  from  thy  gums,. 
As  men  untooth  a  pig  pilf'ring  the  com.  ■  ;  ' 

Gbme — gird  thee,  that  aH  here  may  vie*  the  ftrife-J-    '- 

Bu< 
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But  how  wilt  thou  oppofe  one  young  as  I J 

Thus  on  the  threlhold  of  the  lofty  gate  40 

They,  wrangling,  chafed  each  other,  whofe  difpute 
The  high-born  youth  Antiaoiia  mark'd ;  he  laugh'd 
Delighted,  and  the  fuitors  thus  addrefs'd. 

Oh  friends !  no  paftime  ever  yet  occurr'd 
Heafant  as  this  which,  now,  the  Gods  thenafelves  45 

Afford  us.     Irjis  and  the  ftrariger  brawl 
As  they  would  box.     Hafte — ^let  us  urge  them  on. 

He  faid ;  at  once  loud-laoghing  all  arofe ; 
The  ill-clad  difputants  they  iround  about  , 

Encompafs'd,  and  Antiaous  thus  began.  jb 

Attend  ye  noble  fuitors  to  my  voice. 
Two  paunches  lie  of  goats  here  on  the  fire, 
Which  fill'd  with  fat  and  blood  we  fet  apart     ' 
For  fupper ;  he  who  conquers,  and  in  force 
Superior  proves,  Ihall  freely  take  the  paunch  35 

Which  he  prefers,  and  Ihall'with  us  thenceforth 
Feaft  always ;  neither  will  we  liere  admit  " 

Poor  man  belide  to  beg  at  oiir  repafts. 

He  fpake,  whom  all  approved ;  next,  artful  Chief 
Ulyffes  thus,  diflembling,  them  addrefs'd.  Co 

Princes !  unequal  is  the  ftrife  between 
A  young  man- and  an  old  with  mis'ry  worn; 
But  hunger,  always  counfeltor  of  ill, 
We  moves  to  fight,  that  mariy'a  bruife  received, 
I  may  be  foii'd  at  laft.     Now  fwear  ye  all  65 

A  folemn  oath,  that  none,  for  Irus'  fake 
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Sball,  interpoiing,  fmite  me  with  bis  fift 
tl^landeitine,  forcing  me  to  yield  the  piisie. 

He  ceas'd>  and,  as  he  taie,  all  prefeat  fvrore 
A  folema  oath;  then  thns,  amid. them  all  70 

Standing,  Teleibaohtis  nnjcfiie  fpake. 

Queft!  if  thyictetnage  and  thy  msiDly  mint  ' 
Prompt  thee  to  faonifti  this  man  hemlx,  no  foreer    •    ;  -  ' 
Fear  thou  befide,  for  win  fmites  thee,  Ihalt  find 
Yet  other  foes  to  cdpcwith;  I  am  here-  '75 

In  the  hgft's  office,  and  the  royal  Chiefij: 
Eur^machus  and  AntinoUsj  alike 
Difcrete,  accord  tmaoimoas  wKh  me. 

He  ceasM,  \rhon  aH  approved.     Then,  with  faft  n^ 
Ulyfles  braced  for  dttdney  Ms  tobi«'  '       -  So 

Around,  but  gave  t»  view  his  brawny  thigh^  • 
Proportioned  fait,  and  ttrippM  his  Ihoolders  bnaad^ 
His  cheft  and  arms  robaft ;  white,  at  his  £de» 
Dilating  more  the  Hero's  limbs  and  moM 
Minerva  ilood;  the  aflembly  With  fixt  eyes-  '      85 

Aftoniih'd  gazed  en  him,  and,  looking  full 
On  his  next  friend,  a  fuitor  thus  Kmark'd. 

Irus  ihall  be  in  Irus  found  no-  more. 
He  hath  puU'd  evil  on  himielf.     What  thewes   ■ 
And  what  a  haunch  the  fenioi'S  tattets  hid !  9a 

So  he — meantihie.in  Irtis'  heart  atofe 
Horrible  ttimult ;  yet,  his  loins  by  force 
Gilding,  the  fervioMs  dragg'd  him  to  the  fight 
Pale,  and  his  flefh  all  quivlring  as  he  came ; 

Whofe 
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Whofe  terrors  thus  Antinaua  fliarp  Kbuked.  grj> 

Itow,  wherefore  liv'ft,  aoi  why  waft  ever  bomr  ' 

Thou  mouDtwa-ma&  of  earth  1  if  fuch  diima^ 

Shake  thee  at  thoaght  uf  cembat  with-  *  man  ^ 

Antient  as  he,  and  warn  with  many  woes> 

But  mark,  I  .thr«atffit  ii«t  ia-  vaiu:;^  Ihauld  he  twi 

O'ercome  thee,  and  in.  force:  ftiperioE  pre»6> 

To  Echetus  thou  go'ft ;,  my  fttiehmk. 

Shall  waft  thee  to  Bjnrust  where  he  reigns 

Enemy  of  mankind ;  of  Qofe!  and  cars 

He  Ihall  defpeil  thee  with  bis,rutiils&  &ati,  C05 

*  And  tearing  by  the  mots  the  pacta  »way 

That  jnai^  thy  &st,.  flull  oaA  them-  to  &e  dogs^ 
He  faid ;  Hit  limbs  ttew  teittortr.attint  finihd 

Shook  under  him  i  itato^cbeauddlcfpiKe 

They  led  him,  and!4adi.'C»ifM~..hi>hB0da  on  high^       Ito 

Then  doubtful  ftpod  UlyOes  tcol-inured. 

Whether  to  ftrike  him  Ufide&  to  the  eanh 

At.once,  or  fell  him  with  a  managed  blow. 

To.fmite  with  managed. force  at. length  he  chafe 

A&  wifeft,  left,  betniy'd  by  his  own  ftrength,  11  j 

He  ihould  be  known.     With  elevated  fifls 

Both  ftoodj  hiU  IrusTon  the  Ihouldec  ftruck,. 

But  he  his  adverfary  on  the  neck 

Palh'd  dofe  beneath  hiiiean;  he.fpUt  the  bones, 

*-  Tndidoii  lay,  that  Echetus,  for  a  love.«&v,  condemned  hi,  daughter  to  lofe 
her  eyes,  and  to  grind  iron  bartcy-g(fi«,  wMlchcr  lover  wn  downed  to  filff^  what 
Antinoiis  threaten,  to  leu,*.  E. 
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Aitd  blood  in  fable  {{reams  ran  from  his  mouth.  120 

With  many  an  hideous  yell  he  dropp'd,  his  teeth 
Chatter'd,  and  with  his  heek  h«  drumm'd  the  ground.. 
^e  wooers,  at  that  fight,  lifting  their  hands 
In  glad  furpriz^  laugh'd  all  their  breath  away. 
Than,  through  the  veHibule,  and  right  aafoU  cvs 

The  court,  UlylTes  dragg'd  him  by  the  foot- 
Into  the  portico,  where  propping  hiai 
Againft  the  wal^  and  giving  him  his  ftafF, 
In  accents  wing'd  he  bade  bira  thn»  farewell; 
r  There  feated  now,  dogs  drive  ahd'fwine  awayj.        Tja 
Nor  claim  (thyfelf  fo  baft)  fupreme  controul 
O'er  other  gue^  and  mendicants,  left  harm-  . ' 

Reach  thee;  hereafter,  heavier  ftilf  than  thisv 

So  faying,  his  tattefd  waBerrffcr'his  baofc  •  ■ 

He  threw  fUfpended  by  its  leathern  twift,  135 

And  tow'rd  the  threlhoM  turning,  lat  agafii. 
They  laughing  ceafeleft  ftiUJ  the  palace-door 
Re-enter'd,  and  him,  courteous;  thus  belpalce.  ^ 

Jove,  and  all  Jove's  afleflbrs  in  the  flcies 
Vouchfefe  thee,  ftranger;  whatfoe'er  it  be)  140 

Thy  heart's  defire  !■  who  haft  our  ears  reliev'd 
From  that  infatiate  beggar's  irkfome  tone. ' 
Soon  to  Epirus  he  fliall  go,'  difpatch'd 
To  Echetus  the  King,  peft  of  mankind. 

So  they ;  to  whofe  propitious  words  the  Chief         145 
Liften'd  delighted.     Then  Antinous  placed 
The  paunch  before  him)  and  Amphinomus  '' 

Two 
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Two  loaves,  feledled  from  the  t^ft ;  he  fill'd   ' 
A  goblet  aUb,  drank  to  him,  and  ikid. 

My  father*  hail ! .  O  ftnmger,  belthy  lot  150 

Hereafter  bleft,  thoiigh  adxerfe  now  and  hard ! 
,  To  whom  Ulyffes,  everrwife,  repiied. 
To  me,  Amphinomusy  endued  tliou  feem'ft 
With  much  difcretion,  who  art  alfo.fon  ;; 
Of  fuch  a  fire,  whofe  fair  report  I  know,  1.       155 

Dulichian  NyfCis  opulent  and  good. 
Fame  fpeaks  thee  hi;,  and  thou.appear'ft.a  man 
Judicious s  heat  toe,  therefore;,  mark  me  well. 
Earth  nourilhes, .  of  all  that  breathe  or  creep. 
No  creature  weak  as  man ;.  for. while  the' Gods  160 

Grant  him  profpsrity.  and  h^b,-  no  fear 
Uath  he,  or  thought, ,  that  he  fiigli  ev«r  mourn ; 
But  when  the  Crods,  with  evils  unforefeen 
Smite  him,  he.  bears  them;  w;ith:  a  grudging  mind ; 
For  fuch  as  the  complexion  of  his  lot  .  16  j 

By  the  appointment  of,  theiSirexif,^,. . 
Snch  is  the  colour  of  theniia^  of  man; 
I,  too,  have  been  faoiiliat  in  rrty  day 
With  wealth  and  eafe,  but  I  wai  tlien  felf-will'd. 
And  many  Fffing'd,  emboUena%;  the  thought  170. 

Of  my  own  father^  and  mf:bfX)Ui(pii,'i  pow'r.     ; 
I<et  no  man,  therefore,  be. unjiift^  buteacb 
Ufe  modeftly  ,itiiafcgift.foe'4r  of  heav!n.. 
So  do  not  thefe.     Thefe  ever  bent  I  fee 
On  deeds' injurious,  the  pofleflions  large  175 

Confuming, 


=,  Google 


4U  HOMER'S    OOTSSES.  BaoKXVin. 

Confuming,  and  dUbonounn^  the.  vif* 

Of  one,  who  will  nob  as  I  ju4ge,  xmatia      ...  ■  ■  >•  .  ■  ■ 

Long  abfent  from. his  home^  bat-it,  p9Nt»a6g> ;'      ;  v    i 

Ev'n  at  the  door.     The^  tbepciomi  a>ay*l»*eod»'  ■■'     'i' 

Steal  hence  la  time!  .ab«  meet  not  hisTetiira     .       '  »8o 

To  his  own  connwyT  fer  they-wffl  aotptit,    .  ■  -■'' 

(He  and  the  fmtors), without  Uood,  Ithinlft  ' 

I^  once  he  enter  at  theft  gamw  igwD !  '  < 

He  ended,  and,  Ubatioa  ;|^ring,  qtmS^d 
The  generous-  juice,  iben  in  thcpnnct's  Inad  cS5< 

Replaced  the  cui>4  be,  fenfire,  aqd  hie  he^       . 
IncUning  low,  piftVl  fcam  him-^  for-his  heoit'    '      -  ' 
Koreboded  iH ;  yet 'fcaped' noli  even  tiey 
But  in  the  fnare  of  Pailas.caitght,  his  Ufa-        ' 
To  the  heroic  arm  and  ^ar  rtfignM  M     .  •         i^ 

Of  brave  Telemacbxte.     Reaching,  at  lengthy 
The  feat  when««  h§  had  ris'n,  be  fat  again. 

Minerva  then,  Go<lde&  csrulean^eyed,    ' 
Frorapted  Icarius'  daughter  to  appeal 
Before  the  fiutors^  fo.to.expole. the  mors.  195- 

Their  drift  iniqviitousi  an^  that  heiiiilf 
More  bright  Itaan.  ever  ia  her  huiband'«.ey«* 
Might  lhins,.and:inber.fta73j.J4iicl>. mirth  Hie  *>f!MgnVi,' 
And,  burfiing  intq  lan^XEiii'dtiffi  began. 

I  wifli,  EvryiKuneli  (whp.newer  fatt  tw^ 

That  wilh  ^tiU  now^.tbougbl  deleft  t^tm  di, 

*  This  ftcffls  Ibe  fort  of  Uu^b^r  ktendcd  b/  lli'«  won)  A^CffiVi. 

To 
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Tq  appear  before  tbe  fuitors,  in  whofe  eats 

I  will  admoniihi  t<«'.  his  goodf  my  tea,  ' 

Not'to  aflbdate  with  that  hwleft  crew    ' 

Too  much,  who  (pealk  him  ftdr,  but  foul  intends  sps 

.  Then  anfwer  thus  Eurjtnrt*!  rttutrfd. 

M;  daughter !  -  w^l^  haft  thbu  isfid  anU  ^U, 

Go  !  bathe  thee  and  anoiht  thf  f^^  thbn  give 

To  thy  dear  foa  fuch  counfet  as  thou  wilt 

Without  referve ;  but  fljew  hot  there  thy  cheeks  ixo 

SuHied  with  te»«,  for  profit  none  accrues 

From  grief  like  thine>  that  never  knows  a  change. 

And  he  is  now  bearded*  and  hath  attained 

That  age  which  thou  waft  wont  with  warmeft  pray'r 

To  implore  the  Gods  that  he  might  Hve  to  fee.  tij 

Her  anfwet'd,  theO)  Penelope  difcrete> 
Perfuade  not  me,  (hough  fttidiouS  of  my  good. 
To  bathe,  EurynMne !  or  to  anoint 
My  face  with  oil ;  for  all  my  charOiS  the  Gods 
Inhabitants  of  Olympus  thfeh  deiitoy'd  '  220 

When  he,  embarking,  left  me.     Go,  command 
Hippodamia  and  AutooSe  - 
That  they  attend  me  to  Ate  hall,  and  Wait 
Befide  me  (has ;  fbr  decency  forbids 
That  I  Ihould  enter  to  the  men,  alone.  225 

Sbft  ceas'd,  ani  through  the  tifiaSf  the  ftntiem  dame 
Hafted  to  fummbii  Wtmb  flie  had  ctijoili'di 

But  Pallas,  Goddefi  of  the  azure  eyes, 
Diffiifed,  meantime,  the  kindly  deW  of  fleep 

Around 
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Around  Icarius' daughter  j  oh  her'codth'-    -  sja 

Reclining,  foon  as  fhe  recliifd,  ihe  dozed,  ... 

And  yielded  to  foft  'flumber  all  her  frame. 

Then,  that  the  fuitors  might  ulmire  her  mora,       ■; 

The  glorious  Goddefs  clpaCh'd  her,  as  Jheilay, 

With  beautjf'of  the.  ikies ;- -h^^lovely .faee  ■    •  -43^ 

She  with  ambrolia  purified,  with  fuch 

As  Cytherea  chaplet-crown'd  employ* 

:Uerfelf,  when  in  the  eye-enfnaring  Sdance 

She  joins  the  Graces ;  to  a  Itatelier  height  ... 

Beneath  her  touch,,  aiid  ampler  fize  (he  grew,  24'0 

And  fairer  than  the  elephantine  bone 

Freih  from  the  carver's  hantl.     Thefe  gifts  conferred 

Divine,  the  awful  Deity  retired. 

And  now,  loud-prattling  as  they  came,  arrived 

Her  handmaids ;  fleep  forfook  her  at  the  found,  445 

She  wiped  away  a  tear,  und  thus  Hie  faid.  <     ' 

Me  gentle  fleep,  fed  mourner  as  I  am, 
'Hath  here  involved.     O  would  that  by  a  death 
As  gentle  chafte  Diana  would  herfelf 
This  moment  fet  me  free,  that  I  might  wafte  :4i50 

My  life  no  longer  in  heart-felt  regret       '■ 
Of  a  lamented  bufband's  various  worth 
And  virtue,  for  in- Greece  no  Peer  had  he!  ' 

She  faid,-and  throu^  her  chambers'  fiately  door 
Iffuing,  defcended;  neither  went  Ihe  f«le,  '       2J5 

Mat  with  thofe  two  fait  menials  of  her  train.    ' 
Arriving,  moit  majeftic  of  her  fex,    ;         •   •■  c' 
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In  prefence  of  the  nnrn'rous  guefts,  beneath 

The  portal  of  the  ftately  dome  flie  ftood 

Between  her  maidens,  with  her  ludd  veil  »So 

Mantling  her  lovely  cheeks.     Then,  ev'rjr  knee 

Trembled,  and  ev'ry  heart  with  ani'rous  heat  i 

Diflblv'd,  her  charms  all  coveting  alike. 

While  to  Telemachus  her  fon  flie  fpake. 

Telemachus!  thou  art  no  longer  wife  .a65 

As  once  thou  waft,  and  even  when  a  child. 
For^thriven  as  thou  art,  and  at  full  fize 
Arrived  of  man,  fo  fair-proportion'd,  too. 
That  ev'n  a  ftranger,  looking  on  thy  growth 
And  beauty,  would  pronounce  thee  nobly  born,  470' 

Yet  is  thy  intellefl;  ftill  immature. 
For  what  is  this !  why  fuffet'ft  thou  a  gueft 
To  be  abufed  in  thy  own  palace  ?  how  ? 
Know'ft  not  that  if  the  ftranger  feated  here 
Endure  vexation,  the  difgrace  is  thine  ?  175 

Her  anfwer'd,  then,  Telemachus  difcrete. 
I,  blame  thee  not,  my  mother,  that  thou  feel'ft 
Thine  anger  moved ;  yet  want  I  not  a  mind        v 
Able  to  mark  and  to  difcem  between 
Evil  and  good,  child  as  I  lately  was,  a8a> 

Although  I  find  not  promptitude  of  thought 
Sufficient  always,  overaw'd  and  check'd  J'.: 

By  fuch  a  multitude,  all  bent  alike 
On  mifchief,  of  whom  none  takes  part  witA  me. 
But  Irus  and  the  ftranger  have  not  fought,  285 

3  I  Urged 
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Uiged  by.  the  fiiitors,  anid  the  ftranger  poAv*! 
Victorious ;  yes — faeav'a  Imows  honr  much  I  vith. 
that,  (in  the  palice  Ibinc^  faiae  in  the  cooit) 
The  fuitors  ail  fat  vanqidfli'd,  with  theis  heads 
Depending  low^  jiad  widt  enfsebled  limbsv  490 

Even  as  that  fartie  Iras,  \Th3e  I '^>eafci : 
With  chin  on  bofom  pr6^'d  at  the  haU-^gate         ■:"■  ■ 
Sift  jdronkard-^like,  fttcapaUc  to  Dand 
Erefl,  or  to  regMh  his  preper  home. 

So  they;  and  now addreSirig  to  (h6 ^^titea      "       49s 
His  fpeech,  Eurytnachiis  ttais  inteipofedv   ■      ■    •       i  'i: 

O  danghterof  ftariwl  cotild  all  eyes  •  1.       : 

Tlwmghout  »13iiaj«  Argos 'vieir  thy  chsimas,'- •= 
Difcrete  Penelope !■  nrarefiiitOBfliU!; :    -  .".r.  . :.! 

Aflerobling  in  thy  mnrts -Would  banquaeKtM     '    ■  -^^M 
From  naom  to  eve;  "for  thon  iiirpafleit'fir    ' '  '     "  * 

In  beauty,  ftatafa,'iioitb,  til  wotaanlcind.  .  > 

To  whom  replied  Peraelape  diftrete.  ■    ■  •  ; 

The  Gods,  Euryttnehus!  iiedoced  to.»nq;hc 
My  virtue,  beauty,  ftattne,  whin  Ae  OrsMcs,  36$ 

Whom  my  Ulyflis-  foQoWV], '  &1M  td  Troy.    : 
Could  he,  returning,  my  donMftic  charge 
Hfinfelf  intend,  far  better' woifld  niy  fartie       ' 
Be  ib  fecured,  and  wldtr  ftr  dimil^ 
But  I  am  wretched  niow,  fociv  florms  <&£  60b  ^vo 
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Of  woe  have  fent  jxm^     Wben  he  lefi  his  h^ms, 
Clawing  tof  vdft  siitii  his  light  band,  he  faul. 

My  love  i  for 'I  imagine  not  that  aU 
The  warrior  Greeks  ftaU  &fi:;£ronti  Troy  rat^nii 
Since  fame  reports  the  aTcojanshiave.in  fight,   ,         .jij 
Skill'd  in  the  fpear,  mighty  to  4iKW. the  JMur, 
And  nimble  tudtetb  to  title  ifaa^ks  of  fleeds 
High-mettled,  w}u6h. to ifptttoaiiffiiie .brings   : 
The  dreadful  ftruggteaf  dl-avjrfting.war— 
I  know  not,  thanfeiB,  nchetber  Jieav'n  intend  jso 

My  fafe  return,  or  I.muft  petiihdiare. 
Bgr  manage.ihoa:3t  diome.    .Cheiilh,  as  noTT, 
While  I  sun  ahiint,  or  more  dearly  ftiB 
My  parents,  and  what  time  our  toa  thou  feeft 
Mature,  then  wedj -T!edev«h  whom  thou  wilt,  325 

And  hence  to  a  new  home.— Sudt'weteihis  worABil 
All^hich  {hall  full  accomplishment  erelong 
Receive.     The  day  is  near,  when.haplafs  I, 
Loft  to  all  comfort  by.the.iriU  of  Jove, 
Muft  meet  the  nnj^ials  that  my  foul  abhors.  33<> 

But  this  thought  now  afiUas  me,  and  my.mihd 
Continual  haunts.     Such  anas  not  heretofore 
'The  fuitors  cuftomld  ^iraiflice  5  all  who  chofe 
To  engage-  in  .ooqafietitian  Joki  a  wife . 
Well-qualitied  and-wcll-enaowVi,  produced  33  j 

From  their  own  hei^.and  fiittcd-fladet  a  feoft 
For  the  brideVfriendi,  and' f^endid  prefents  made, 
But  never  ate  as  ye,  at-other6*  cofti 

,  3  I  2  She 
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She  ceafed;  then  brave  Ulyflse  toil-inured  ,      ' 
Rejoiced  th»tt  IbothiDg  thenii  ihs  fought  to  draw    •    340 
From  each  fome  gift,  although  on  other  vi«irs>      > 
And  more  in^ortant  £ir,: 'himfelf.  intent. 
,•  -Then  thus  Antinous,  Eiiptthejt  fon.  •    ■ 
Icatius'  daughter  wife  1  waljr  accept        ,  '  :  ^ 

Such  gifts  as  we-ihall  bdng,  for  gifts  dematu)  n  <•'.■  .S4S 
That  grace,  npr  can  be  decendy  lefufed ; 
But  to  our  rural  labours,  or  elfewhere 
Oei>art  not  -utti,  'xiM  firfl:  tby.chcice  be  m*de 
Of  the  Achaian,  chief  initbp^tAeem.j  >:   '■'■ 

Antinous  fpake,  whqfe  anfwer  attappnnrei.r   1. .:  36« 
Then  each  difpatchM  his  herald  >iidio  fltQuldl>ring  J       ' ' 
His  mailer's  gift.  ,.  Antiaous'  her»Id,  .firft,     r  .   u:: 
Amantle  of  furpaffing  t)e»i»ty  brpugblV  '  '■  •"  ■ )'  •■'    ' -i 
Wide,  ystious,  SreitbnOifewer  clafpB  adom'd  :^:  -U:  , 

Than  twelve,  all  golden.  Rod  to  ev'ry.daJp:  r       .  '    sjjfi 
Was  fitted  opppfile  its  eye  eisaft.,.  .irr  ■ 

Next,  to  Eurymacbus  his  hiraU  hore  '  .■   '...■:  i:  '' 

A  necklace  of  wrought  gpU,  with  amber  rich   i  .    ■.':■' 
Beftudded,  ev'ry  bead  bright  as  a  fun.         ,. m  ■  r,' 

Two  fervants  for  Eurydamas  produced     .  '560 

Ear-pendants  fafliion'd  with  laborious  ai^  ■  ,  <  • 
Broad,  triple-gemm'd,  of  brilliant  light  poofufei.:      :  • 
The  herald  of  Polyiftor's  fim,  flie  prince  -     ■•' 

Pifander,  brought  a  collar  to  his  i.ord, .  '       ,    .'.   /  ■ 
A  fumptnous  omanjeqt,     Eacli  Grq^iaa  gai?e> ;  ;.  1  ■ : .  5S5 
And  each  a  gift  diflimilar  fn«a  all.  ,        ..  ,  .  .    )       .11 
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Then,  lovelieftof  bet  fex,' ftttmng  avtayi  ■    .■■"■''     . 
She  fought  her  chamber,  Whortihtriiiaideas  fair'     -■ 
Attended,  chained  with  thflfciB^ftrimiis  giSs.  I     .'  '  <''"'  "- 
Then  tum'4'they  ai  ijJ  dance'and'|iKatfiilt1&fig— "     '^70 
Joyous,  expedlirig  this  approach  oftMii.-       1    i'-:<''    ' 
Ere  long  the  dufcy  everting  tall«e,':irtdithAft>''  . 
Found  fporting  fttUj  I  Tbmi'fMfi^  iii'tt^htil    :  -"'  ■'■  ^ 
Three  hearthsy'that'  th»uld<illU«diieiMd8'^ihotifeV'"-''''' 
They  compafs'd  the4l'a«»ahdi*itb  ft«*»wiS6d    ";■  '  '  ■'3'}i 
Long-feafon'd  and  nsw-fplh,  tntbgling  the  ftiteks  -     '  '    ' 
ynth  torches..'   lUife atten«lai«'V«meii'.-*atch'd  •        •      ''■ 
Andfedthore.«rt8i'byl?ta«ife,to.4liomi;MrilfeIfji'  ■  ■■  ■'' 
Their  unknown  SaTrtign  (hus4is  fpeech  HadrSfs'd; '  ^ '"^' 

Ye  maidens  of  the  long-*egHitted  ChJeP'  '      '  '  ;   3S6 
Ulyffes!  to  the.  iiuiei-icourta  >rai*i^j'i  'J'"    '"•  ■.'■' 
And  to  your  viituoUs  Quaefljiitli!«^foHowingiaiB»  j  '      ' 
Your  fdvVaaitafts^  fplniJinglima  bombiBg'iWoDl,:  ■  -" 
Ye  may  amufe  her?  J,iiheamins^'S3*it&eJS        ■ 
Will  furnilh  light,  W«*t<lWi**  A^dtSvtoto'ftwjr  '■  •  '  385 
Till  golden  mom,a^WB«ff4Bey'*ite  ii6|.fi*e3   J   : '  .1  ■'':" 
M)tpatienc«Iau|lMip*M(IiiiaBlWlQte'«flateei   ;-  i'  '-  ' 

He.£iiil;'ilieyy.tftt'riBg,iaoii«atlii«U)*r^ga!ied'.:'-'  '' 
But  one,  Mekiiilfa6^>itB)ll&efl|iloib«(ai«g>eiifeci;i^<»l  ■'■  '  ■'''<■' 
Rebuked ,hii:vliodeliysi.it)bBife'V«9'lieI>4r*y;""i>  ''  V  396 
But  by  Penelope  fljwMdiJbw*  ieind  iVunimDi  .n.wf-  ,  : 
Witb'iaic  Jnateiiml^rhMtit^  Hfikifyk^'-  '■'  ■''■■>■ '  '"'•>  ■■■■  ' 
SnppUed  wiAdniantt  a ^s^s-ijleft '«««'*&«'  >■  •■'''  ■''  "'  '■■■- 
Felt  not  her.»niftrefe<)*wroW»'ia'fcer'»MttJf  '  .'-.•. 
■;■■'■■'       .  Biit, 
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But,  of  Eurymad»i«eB«mwir'(}y  »ft.  :  j,,  j-     ,.  ,    .t-igs 
His  lewd-dabraees met? -fli^-ilitb  ilMlV>'<p<eclk,; 
Reproadiful,  te  U:^fi(stfa.i¥~Mg|i^,r.' j .  ::,,>,;., 
;    Why — ■wbiatj^los^s^i^,~yajfil)ifi^  fgfiX^a^ji- ::,-  ..-■  - 
Who  neither  wilt .t|i,4iefnij$;^r6»e^,fle^/:    .  ..,; 

For  fleep,  nor  totlie  |)i^lie*»ntiw»,.  :•  •■  •'.';';  ':;  I4«p 
But  here  nffipMnai  ?WlJH»u<J»a!W5  pr««  ,7.  .,  ;:  ,  li.,  , 
Diftarl^Xl;JJl*oWirffl8PS)(?p!«a8PBi>«ftn«i*l,i  ,  ..i ; .  i.  V 
jBy-no  refped^  mSmtii  «W»rtt.tfMW«»rti-.-:  .  •  ;.  -  :.  j  vc, 
With  vrinp:iafp»ifli6M,.4ni,-:()^«totoi)%.;  ._„  .,.,..-,.,, 
Art  always  ftwl,  ^(B4-«h«F«fQW*b(i¥btefti|ow.,:.  ,.■  ^ioj 
Say,  arttl)fo^dpmji,A«itbjs(y,«bM)tb«Jti.J>«tSoiJ»<J  .;  •■:•;. 
The  bsgg)a-,i5r.^s,J_5PB^t?J}Je,  .!tft;»aa«R  ,..  ,  •  .  ;.  ■.:,;;!' 
gtrenger  than  lEuj..(fg<J^^y  a^    ;      ;  '  ■  ,v 

Who  on  thy  temjdes  p^i^ithae-Jswrti^lAiws  ;  :  .J 
Far  heayi^-ithaiihMi-lhftttidi^jiK.tlpee  J«ence  :  .  ;  j^un 
VVith  many!».linj»(liii,  rtBld  fcwl^wfthiMKy^itaitUki^ 

To  whom  UJyft^  f««j(flwgjftera,  ;rq*ea.     ,.      

Sesiler!  ^e»m!^n,&«IL'lMjoJbitxtfd  ,_  ;,  •,..1  ::;,.• 
This  moment^»g  rtg  fl|gtu«aKii^nagw,i.'  -  /  :.^  ii..' 
That  he  may  heWiaiWfiWfitk cKmbofapa  limlb . ; . . !    ; 4,14 

So  fayijtg,  'i^iitmAlibg  mompsaTi tia/c^jHaf.  Seat 
Into  the  hosfti  .few  ;«M*d»Mh3«jl«)tag<fcnt«4yi.  ,;;    !,i<. 
Ttough  dread,: tor ih«](*«lie!f5il  his  thtnnta-ifidciise;  ,dy,i 
He,  then,  iUumirCd  hyTtbe  ^is^etiWiM;:  ,. /^     :(  j.  :: 

Watch'd  dofe  the l^^.i!t^  /&air>*«othjl0-iio«ithj  li  .•■ 
But  in  his  foul,  mflUHiflBft.f»r-9l*»er  tbmigMi:  v  Iniiq^o* 
Revolved,  trem(»»^ws„»q<ic3Maew»dt3niVa«»..  .:  j  ,1    :. . 

Nor 
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■  .  Kor  Pallas  (tha(:tbeji  aright  ^tafifrawtBCH*    ' 
Laertes' fcia>peRHiw«d  to  sibfiaih 

From.heart-conxxluig  Wtteiiaefe -tif  l^p*s€h  '       '  4I5 

Thofe  fuitore  ^iMd,  df  *hom-«i»7rtilch«ss' 
0£&pring  of  Polybus,  while  th««  l«  jeer'fl  .■  '■' 

Blyfles,  let-the  othCFSiin  a  roiir4         ' 

Hear  me,  ye  filitors  of  &e  fUuKHous  ^taeeiv ! 
I  Ihall  {nonudge'tny^boagbti' This  xtBBt'metbiaks^  -  4'Ja 
Kot  tmcondi^led  bytbii'GddV  hoth'lta^HU  ' 
Ulyffes'  manfion,  for' to- me  ffie  Bghf 
Of -fyonder  tofcliies  alwgeflier  feemj 
Hisown,  an«nMMti»ii  fi<omlus%eadi  ■■ 

Whidi  not  thefindlUA  growth  oF'hairoblciires.         43  j 

He  ended;  and  the  city-wafterOhief        "     •  ■  <    '    ' 
Himfelf  accofted  riestj '   Srt  thoii  fflfpaifetf  -^  v    '  ■ ' 
Toierve  me,  Siitad  Ii>  wtniWI  aSWd  tlitie  Mre,. '■ 
AlaboOiiBf!itrni»y&r«r:«heU  faat^lnotWiiit''  ;  -  '• 
SuflScient  wages  ;.thooim»y'ft(lief^ceaife'''  '••'"■   '440 
Stones  fnrmy;feno«ivmBd>«a*y*;^fe(lt**r<*H   '  "' 
For  which  rwaoU>fi9{^f:tH««)iBt<tie- year  '<'  ■    <' 
With  food,  and'dBachs^:sMdJfaaidids'f6rthy'ftef.     ' 
But  thou  haft 'leank'di  left' cmAtatde- ami' 
Near  haft  a  will;  to'<«[ork,:^,prefieiTiii^in4ehi  445 

By  beggary  fromiothew  to  :eji!toi*'  i    •       - 

Wherewithi  to)  feoitfcy'ntverltod  <m*V;'  •  • ' 

-Then.  anfwSrji  iftte,  iW)teis-ifife*eliirriy, 
Foibear,,  £urynncln>i»;>'Att'«W'-lte'tnatth'di 

■:'>■-■'■-  In, 
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In  work  agajnft  e»ch  olheft'thdii  ancti,'):-:       "    '  •.  450 
Mowing  in  fpring-time,  when  the  days -are  ton£i;! 
I  with  ray  well-bent  fickle  In  my  h4nd,' 
Thou  arm'd  with  OB.e  as  keen,  for  jtri^  £Ute| 
Of  our  ability  to  toil  BDfpd     ■;■,.':    .  ■  (!"'i,'[    ;,     ■••.'i:'',  > 
Till  night,  graft  itill  fufficingiferrthe  ptootrh--      ,    4S5 
Or  if,  again,  it  were  our  t^fk  to  <lrive     ',        . 
Yok^ed,oyai:ef  ^heriwbJWi'br«<i,,cflBek-*air'd,       n   ' .,  ;  ; 
Big-limb'd,  bofjib^tten'd  ro,thie:/i|U;)«^tblgr»f%iii     t  ■-.  ,: 
Their  age  and  aptitude  for  work  tbefiHJ>e,.;  :•:::  :■,■..".  "J. 
Not  fooa  to  be  fatigued,  and  were  the  fidd,         /      469; 
In  fize  four  acres,  ^th. a  glebe  ijhipugb, :>«biich     /.:     ■     : 
The  fliare  :migl}t;  fmoothly  iji**,  |th<(n  feiuuld'rft  tiiojU;  fte. ./ 
How  ftrait  my  furrpw'flieuld  be  cut  apd'true.-r- 
Or  (hould  Saturnian  Joye  this  day  excite- 
Here,  battle,  ,Qr  elfewhepe,  and.were.l  armtd.  '--'46^ 
With  two  bright  ijiearsaiid  wit))  a  Aijeldj  and.hms 
A  brazen  cafque  well-;fitted  to  my  .-Iwoyre, : 
Me,  then,  thou  ihould^^  perceive  mingling  in  fight 
Amid  the  forempft  Chiefs,  npr.  with  the . crime   . 
Of  idle  beggary  ftwvdd'a  upbrsid.  memctoe.               '  470 
But  thou  art  much, a  rai]ei-,  one  whofe  heart 
Pity  moves  not,  and^etn'ft  a  ipighty  man  :   .,  . 
And  valiant  to  thyfelf,  only  becaitfe  , ;   . 
Thou  herd"!!  with  fgw,  ^  thpfe  of  Bttle  woithl-     :     .:  . ' 
But  Ihould  Ulyffes  come,:  at  his  pwn  ifle.         •  475 
Again  arrived^; wj^Sias  thefe  portals  are,          ,.  j  .        , . ' 
,:;                                        .  To 
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To  thee,  at  once,  too  narrow  they  Ihould  feem 
To  flioot  thpe  forth  with  fpeed  enough  abroad. 

He  ceafed — ^then  tienfold  indignation  fired 
Eurymachus;  he  futrow'd  deep  his  brow  480 

With  frowns,  and  in  wing'd  accents  th»is  replied. 

Wretch,  I-4haU  toughly  handle  thee  anon. 
Who  thus  with  fluent  prate  pr^fumptuous  dar'ft 
Difturb  this  num'ttms  company,  iteftrain'd 
By  no  refpeftor  fear.     Either  tfaou  art  .  485 

With  wine  intoxicated,  or,  perchance. 
Art  always  fool,  and  therefore  babbleit  now ; 
Or  thou  art  frantic  haply  with  delight 
That  thou  haft  foil'd  yon  vagabond  obfcure. 

So  faying,  he  feiz'd  a  fiool';  but  to  the  knees  490 

Ulyfles  flew  of  the  Duiichian  Prince 
Amphinomus,  and  lat,.  fearing  incenfed 
Eurymachus ;  he  on  his  better  hand 
Smote  full  the  cup-beaier^  on  the  hall-floor 
Loud  rang  the  fallen  bearer,  and  himfelf  495 

Lay  on  his  back  clamouring  in  the  duil. 
Str^t  through  the  dulky  hall  tuinult  enfued 
Among  the  fuitors,  of  whom  thus,  a  youth. 
With  eyes  direfted  tq  the  nexl,  exdaim'd. 

Would  that  ithis  rambbig  flianger  had  eUewhere     500 
Ferifli'd,  or  ever  he  had  here  arrived,  ' 

Then  no  fuch  uproar  had  he  caufed  as  this ! " 
This  doth  the  beggar ;  fa«  it  is  £ar  whpia. 
3  K 
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We  wrangle  thus,  and  may  defpair  of  peace 

Or  pleafure  more ;  now  look  for  ftrife  alone.  505 

Then  in  the  midft  Telemachus  upftood 
Majefiic,  and  the  fuitors  thtis  befpake.   . 
Sirs !  ye  are  mad,  and  can  no  longer  eat 
Or  drink  in  peace ;  fome  daemon  troubles  yocu 
But  lince  ye  all  have  feafted,  to  your  homes  510 

Go  now,  and,  at  your  pleafure,  to  your  beds ; 
Sooneft  were  beft,  but  I  thruft  no  man  hence. 

He  ceafed ;  they  gnawing  ftood  their  lips,  aghafi 
With  wonder  that  Telemadius  in  his  fpeech 
Such  boldnefs  ufed.     Then  ro&  Amphinomus,  515 

Brave  fon  of  Nifus  o%priag  of  the  King 
Aretus,  and  the  aflembly  thus  addrefs'd. 

My  friends  1  let  none  with  contradiction  thwart 
And  rude  reply  words  rational  and  juft ; 
Aflauilt  no  more  the  ftranger,  nor  of  all  510 

The  ferrants  of  renown'd  Ulyffes  here 
H!>rm  any.     Come.     Let  the  cnp-beaitr  fill 
To  all,  that  due  libation  made,  to  jeft 
We  may  repair  at  home,  leaving  the  Prince 
To  accommo^e  beneath  his  father's  roof  515 

The  ftranger,  for  be  is.^K  tPtince's  goeft. 

He  ended,  whaCe  advice  noqe  difapproved. 
The  Hero  Mulius  then,  Dnlichian-bom, 
And  herald  of 'Atilphinoikias,  the  cup 
Filling,  difpenfedrit^.  as  he  ftood,  to  :dl ;  '  gijii' 

They, 
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They,  pouring  forth  to  the  Immortals,  quaffed 
The  lufcious  bev'rage,  and  wheii  each  had  made 
Libation,  and  fuch  meafure  as  he  would 
Of  wine  had  drunk,  then  all  toreft  retired. 


3  K  I  A  R  O  U- 
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Ulyfles  and  Tdemachus  remove  the  anns  from  the  hall  to  an 
Tipper-chamber.  The  Hero  then  confers  with  Penelope,  to  whom 
he  gives  a  fictitious  narrative  of  his  adventures.  Euiyclea,  while 
bathing  Ulyfles,  difcovers  him  by  a  fear  on  his  knee,  but  he  pre- 
vents her  communication  of  that  difcovery  to  Penelope. 


B     O  .  O     K         XIX.  V 

THEY  went,  but  left  the  noble  Chief  behind 
In  his  own  boufe,  contriving,  by  the  aid 
Of  PaHas,  the  deftru<aion  of  them  all. 
And  thus,  in  accents  wing'd,  again  he  faid. 

My  fon !  we  muft  remove  and  fafe  difpofe  5 

•  All  thefe  my  well-forged  implements  of  war ; 
And  fhould  the  fuitors,  miiling  them,  enquire 

Where  are  they  ?  thou  Ihalt  anfwer  fmoothly  thus 

1  have  convey'd  them  from  the  reach  of  fmoke. 

For  they  appear  no  more  the  fame  which  erft  10 

Ulyffes,  going  hence  to  Ilium,  left, 

So  fmirch'd  and  fullied  by  the  breath  of  fire. 

This 
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This  weightier  reafon  (thou  flialt  alfo  fay) 

Some  God  fuggefted  to  me, — left,  inflamed 

With  wine,  ye  wound  each  other  in  your  brawls,  15 

Shaming  both  feaft  and  courtlhip ;  for  the  view 

Itfelf  of  arms  incites  to  their  abufe. 

He  ceafed,  and,  in  obedience  to  his  will. 
Calling  the  antient  Eurydea  forth, 
His  nurfe,  Telemachus  enjoin'd  her  thus.  ao 

Go — Ihut  the  women  in;  make  fail  the  doors 
Of  their  apartment,  while  I  fafe  diljwfe 
Elfewhere,  my  father's  implements  of  war. 
Which,  during  his  long  abfence,  heire  have  flood 
'Till  fmoke  hath  fullied  them.     For  I  have  been  aj' 

An  infant  hitherto,  but,  wifer  grown, . 
Would  now  remove  them  from  the  breath  of  fire. 

Then  thus  the  gentle  matroD  in  return. 
Yes  truly — and  I  wilh  that  now,  at  length. 
Thou  would'ft  affert  the  privilege  of  thy  years,  '  30 

My  fon,  thyfelf  affuming  charge  of  all. 
Both  houfe  and  ftores ;  but  who  (hall  bear  the  light  ? 
Since  they,  it  feems,  who  would,  are  all  forbidden. 

To  whom  Telemachus  difcrete  replied. 
This  gueft;  for  no  man,  from  my  table  fed,  35 

Come  whence  he  may,  fliall  be  an  idler  here. 

He  ended,  nor  his  words  flew  wing'd  away, 
But  Euryclea  bolted  ev'ry  door- 
Then,  flatting  to  the  talk,  Ulyfles  catight. 
And  his  illuftrious  fon,  the  weapons  thence,  40 
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Helmet,  and  boffy  ihieM,  and  pointed  fpear, 
While  Pallas  from  a  golden  lamp  illumed 
The  dulky  way  before  them.     At  that  fight 
Alarm'd,  the  Prince  his  father  thus-addrefs'd. 

Whence — whence  is  this,  my  father  ?  I  behold         45 
A  prodigy !  the  walls  of  the  whole  houie, 
The  arches,  fir-tree  beams,  and  pillars  tall 
Shine  in  my  view,  as  with  the  blaze  of  fire  t 
Some  Pow^  celefiial,  doubtlefs,  is  within. 

To  whom  Ulyffes,  ever-wife,  replied.  so 

Soft !  alk  no  queftions.     Give  no  vent  to  thought. 
Such  is  the  cuftom  of  the  Pow^s  divine. 
Hence,  thou,  to  bed.     I  ftay,  that  I  may  yet 
Both  in  thy  mother  and  her  maidens  move 
More  eurjofity ;  yes— .flie  with  tears  ■    SS 

Shall  queftion  me  of  all  that  I  have  fecn. 

He  ended,  and  the  Prince,  at  his  command. 
Guided  by  flaming  torches,  Iqught  the  couch 
Where  he  was  wont  to  fleep,  and  there  he  flept 
On  that  night  aUb,  waiting  the  approach  60 

Of  facred  dawn.     Thus  was  Ulyffes  left 
Alone,  and  planning  lat  in  folitude. 
By  Pallas'  aid,  the  flaughter  of  his  foes. 

At  length,  Diana-like,  or  like  herfelf, 
'All  golden  Venus,  (her  aiurtment  left)  65 

Enter'd  Penelopl.     Befide  the  hearth 
Her  women  planted  her  accuftom'd  feat 
With  filver  wreathed  and  iiorj.     That  throne 

Icmalius 
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Icmalius  made,  artilt  renown'd,  and  joiii'd 

A  footftool  to  its  fplendid  frame  beneath,  7  a 

Which  ever  with  an  ample  fleece  they  fpread. 

There  fat  difcrete  Penelope ;  then  came 

Her  beautiful  attendants  from  within, 

Who  clear'd  the  litter'd  bread,  the  board,  and  cupj 

From  which  the  infolent  companions  drank.  7  j 

They  alfo  raked  the  embers  fixnn  the  healths 

Nov  dim,  and  with  &elh  billets  piled  them  high. 

Both  for  illumination  and  for  warmth. 

Then  yet  again  Melantho  with  rude  fpeech 

Opprobrious,  thus,  aflsui'd  Ulyfles'  ear.  89 

Gueft — wilt  thou  trouble  us  throughout  the  night 
Ranging  the  houfe  ?  and  llhgei^  thou  a  l^y 
Watching  the  women  ?  Hence — ^get  thee  abtoad. 
Glad  of  fuch  fare  as  thou  haft  found,  or  fiion 
With  torches  beaten  we  will  thruft  thee  forth.  85 

To  whom  UiySes,  frowning  Hem,  rtpUed. 
Petulant  woman !  wherefore  thus  incenfed 
Inveigh'ft  thou  againft  me  ?  is  it  becavife 
I  am  not  fleek  i  becaufe  my  garb  is  mean  I 
Becaufe  I  beg?  thanks  to  necefflty—  90 

I  would  not  elfe.     But  fuch  as  I  appear. 
Such  all  who  beg  and  all  who  wander  ate. 
I  alfo  lived  the  happy  owner  once 
Of  fuch  a  ftately  manfion,  and  have  giv'o 
To  num'rous  wand'iers,  whencefoe'er  they  came,  95 

All  that  they  needed ;  I  was  alio  ferved 

By 
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By  many,  and  oijoy'd  all  that  denotes 

The  envied  owner  opulent  and  bleft. 

But  Jove  (for  fo  it  pleas'd  him)  hath  reduced 

My  all  to  nothing. .    Therefore  well  beware  to» 

Thou  alfo,  miftrefs,  left  a  day  arrive 

When  all  thefe  charms  by  which  thou  fliin'ft  among 

Thy  fifter-menials,  fade ;  fear,  too,  left  her 

Thou  (hould'ft  perchance  iiritate,  whom  thou  ferv'ft, 

And  left  Ulyfles  come,  of  whofe  return  loj 

Hope  yet  furvivSs ;  but  even  though  the  Chief 

Have  periQi'd,  as  ye  think,  and  comes  no  moKj 

Canfider  yet  his  fon,  how  bright  the  gifts 

Shine  of  Apollo  ki  the  illuftrious  Prince 

Telemachus ;  00  woman,  imobferved  no 

By  him,  can  now  cximmit  a  trefpofs  here:;  - 

His  days  of  heedlefs  infaacy  are  paft. 

Be  ended,  vrhon  Penelope  difcrete 
O'erhearing,  her  pendant  fliarp  rebufced.     . 

Shamelefs,  audacious  woman  f  knojm  (m  me,  ■■    •    115  ' 
Is  thy  great  wickednefs.  Which  With  thy  life 
Thou  ihalt  atone ;  for  thou  waft  well  aware, 
(Hearing  it  from  myfelf)  that  I  defign'd  '  • 

To  ajk  this  ftranger  of  my  abfent  Lord,    . 
For  whofe  dear  fake  I  never  ceafe  to  mourn.  120 

Then  to  her  houfehold's  govemefs  flie  faid. 
Bring  now  a  feat,  and  Ipread  it  with  a  fleece, 
Eurynome !  that,  undifturb'd,.  the  gueft 
May  hear  and  anfwer.  all  that  I  ihall  ajk. 
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She  ended.    Thea  the  matron  brought  in  hafte    .   laj 
A  poliih'd  feat,  and  fpread  it  with  a  fleece, . 
On  which  the  toil-accufiom'd  Hero  fat. 
And  thus  the  chafte  Penelope  began. 

Stranger !  my  firft  enquiry  ftiall  be  this :      . . ' 

Who  art  thou?  whence?  wheire  born,  and  fprung.  fivm 
whom  ?  1.30 

Then  anfwer  thus  Ulyffes,  wife,  retum'd.  ■ 
O  Queen !  uncenfuraUe  by  the  Ups 
Of  mortal  man!  thy  glory  climbs  the  flues 
Unrivall'd,  like  the  praife  of  fome  great  King 
Who  o'er  a  num'ixnis  people  and  renown'd  135 

Preliding  like  a  Deity,  tUutitains 
Joftice  and  truth.     The  earth,  under  hit  fway. 
Her  produce  yields  abundantly ;  the  trees 
Fruit-laden  I^end ;  the  lufty  flocks  bring  fordi; 
The  Ocean  teems  with  finny  fwarms  beneath  14.0 

His  juft  controul,  and  all  the  land  is  Usft. 
Me  therefore,  queltion  of  what  eUe  thou  wilt 
In  thy  own  palace,  but  forbear  to  aflt.  . 
From  whom  I  fprang,  and  of  my  native  land, 
Lefl:  thou,  reminding  me  of  thofe  fad  themes,  145 

Augment  my  woes  i  for  I  have  much  endtured  5 
Nor  were  it  feeraly,.  in  another's  hbufe. 
To  pafs  the  hours  in  forrow  and  in  tear«, 
Wearifome  when  indulg'd  with  no'  regard       : 
To  time  or  place;  thy  train  (perchance  thyfclf)  150 

Would  blame  me,  aitf)  I  (bovld  reproach  incur  . 

3  I-  As 
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;fts  ione  tear-deluged  through  excefi  of  wine. 

Him  anfirer'd  then  Penelope  difcrete. 
The  immortal  Gods,  O  ftranger,  then  deftro^ld 
My  form,  my  grace,  my  beauty,  when  the  Greeks       155 
Whom  my  Ulyffes  follow'd,  fail'd  to  Troy. 
Could  lie,  returning,  my  domeftic  charge 
Himfelf  intend,  far  better  would  my  fame 
Be  fo  fecured,  and  wider  far  diffufed. 
But  I  am  wretched  now,  fuch  ftorms  of  woe  160 

The  Gods  have  fent  me ;  for  as  many  Chiefs 
As  hold  dominion  in  the  neighbour  ifies 
Sipios,  Dulichium,  and  the  foreft-crown'd 
Zacynthus ;  others,  alfo,  rulers  here  . 
In  pleafant  Ithaca,  rae,  loth  to  wed,  16  j 

Woo  ceafelefs,  and  my  hoofehold  flores  coniume. 
I  therefore,  neither  gueft  nor  fu{^liant  hee^ 
Nor  public  herald  niore,  but  with  regret 
Of  my  Ulyfles  wear  my  foul  away. 
They,  meantime,  ptefs  my  nuptials,  whidi  by  art        lya 
1  &iSl  procraftinate.     Some  Ood  the  thought 
Suggefted  to  me,  to  commence  a  robe 
Of  ampleft  meafure  and  of  fubtleft  woof. 
Laborious  talk;  whuh  done,  I  thus  addrefs'd  them. 
Princes,  my  fuitors !  fince  the  noble  Chief  i7S 

Ulyffes  is  no  more,  enforce  not  now 
My  nuptials ;  wait  'till  I  Ihall  finifli  firft 
A  fun'ral  robe  (left  all  my  threads  be  m^V3) 
Which  for  tha  indent  Hero  I  prepare    , 

Laertes, 


,  Google 


Book  XIX.  HOMER'j  .  ODYSSEY.  443 

Laertes,  lo<dung  for  the  mournful  hour  180 

When  fate  (hall  fnMch  him  to  eternal  refti 

Elfe,.  I  the  cenfure  dread  of  all  my  fex. 

Should  he,  fo  wealthy,  want  at  laft  a  fhroud. 

Such  was  my  fpeech;  diey,  unfufpicious  all, 

Witfc  my  requeff  corajdied.    Thenceforth,  aU  dayi       i8j. 

I  wove  the  am^de  web,  and, 'by  the  aidr         ■         .1.  ' 

Of  torches,  ravell'd  it  again  at  night.  : 

Three  years  by  attiSoe  1  thus  thtir  fuit 

Eluded  fafe;  but  when  the  fourth  arrived. 

And  the  fame  feafbn'  after  many  radons  ,  '    t^a 

And  fleeting  days  retum'd,  jlalCng  my  train 

Who  had  negledied  to  rdeafe  the  dogs. 

They  came,  furjoizod,  and  reprimanded  me. 

Thus,  through  neceffity,  not  choice,  at  laft 

I  have  perform'dit,  in  my  own  defpight.  ■     igg 

But  no  efcape  from  marriage  now  remains. 

Nor  other  fubterfuge  for  me;  meantime 

My  parents  urge  my  nuptials,  and  my  fon 

(Of  age  to  note  it)  with  difgnft  obferves  . 

His  wealth  confumed ;  for  he  is  now  become  zoo 

Adult,  and  abler  than  myfelf  to  nie    • 

The  houfe,  a  Prince  dtftinguiOi'd  by  theGodt.. 

Yet,  ftranger,  after  all,  fpeak.thy  deftent; 

Say  whence  thou  art ;  for  not  of  fabuhms  birth  . 

Art  thou,  nor  from  the  oalc,  tioc  from  the  rock.  -905 

Her  anfweiM  then  Ulyfle^,  ever-wiiie. 
O  fpoufe  revered  of  Laertiades !  ■ 

3  L  »  Refolv'ft 
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Refolv'ft  thou  ftill  to  learn  from  whom  I  fprang  > 
Learn  then ;  but  know  that  thou  Ihalt  much  augment 
My  prefent  grief,  natural  to  a  man  zi6 

Who  hath,  like  me,  long  exiled  iivmhis  home 
Through  various  cities  of  the  fons  of  men 
Wander'd  remote,  and  num'rbus  woes  endured. 
Yet,  though  it  pain  me,  I  will  tell  Ihee  all. 

There  is  a  land  amid  the  &ble  flood  :  <  .   sij- 

Call'd  Crete ;  fair,  fruitful,  circled  hj  the  fea. 
Nnm'rous  are  her  inhabitants,  a  race 
Nqt*>  be  fummVl,  and  ninety  towns  ibe  boafts« 
Diverfe  their  language  is ;  Achaiahs  fome. 
And  Ibme  indigenous  are ;  Cydonians  there,  2S». 

Creft-fliaking  Dorians,  and  Pelafgians  dwelL 
One  city  in  extent  the  reft  exceeds, 
CnofTus;  the  city  in  which  Minos  reignM, 
Who,  ever  at  a  nine-years-clofe,  conferr'd 
With  Jove  himfelf ;  from  him  my  father  fprang,        145 
The  brave  Deucalion ;  for  Deucalion's  fons 
Were  two,  myfelf  and  King  Idomeneirs. 
Ta  Hiam  he,  on  board  his  gallant  barks 
Follow'd  the  Atridse.     I,  the  youngeft-born. 
By  my  illuftribus  naine,  jElhon,  am  known,  130- 

But  he  ranks  foremoft  both  in  worth  and  years. 
There  I  beheld  Ulyfibs,  arid  within 
My:  walls  recei.v'd  hira  j  for  a  violent  wind 
Had  driv'n  him  from,  lilalea  (while  he  ibught 
The  ihores  of  Troy)  to  Crete.    The  ftonh  his-  barks    435 

Bore 
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Bore  into  the  Amnifus,  for  the  cave 
Of  Ilytbia  known,  a  dang'rous  port. 
And  which  with  difficulty  he  attain'd. 
He,  landing,  inftant  to>  the  city  went,. 
Seeking  Idomeneus ;  his  friend  of  old,  240 

As  he  affirm'd,  and  one  whom  much  he  lov'd. 
But  A«  was  far  remote,  ten  days  advanced, 
Perhaps  eleven,  on  his  courfe  to  Troy. 
Him,  therefore,  I  conducted  to  ray  home. 
Where  hofpitably,  and  with  kindeft  care  245 

I  entertain'd  him,  (for  I  wanted  nought) 
And  for  himfelf  procured  and  for  his  band. 
By  publick  contribution,  com,  and  wine. 
And  beeves  for  food^  that  ali  might  be  fiifficed. 
Twelve  days  Us  noble  Greecians  there  abode,.  2^9 

Port-lock'd  by  Boreas  blowing  with  afbrcs: 
RefifUefs  even  on  the  land>.  ibme  God- 
So  toufed  his  fury  y  but  the  thirteenth  day 
The  wind  all  fell,  and  they  embark'd  again.. 

With  many  a  fidtion  fpecious,  as  he  fat,  255 

He  thus  her  ear  amufed ;  Ihe  at  the  found- 
Mdting,  with  fluent  tears  her  cheeks  bedewed  ; 
And  as  the  fnow  by  Zephyrus  diffiifedj. 
Melts  on  the  mountain  tops^  when  Eurus  breathes^ 
And  fills  the  channels  of  the  running  ftreams,.  z6o 

So  melted  fliej  and  down  her  lovely  cheeks 
Poar'd  faft  the  tears,  him  mourning  as  remote 
Who  fat  befide  her.     Soft  compa£Son  touch'di 

Dlyfle^ 
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Ulyffes  of  his  con&rtVlUent  woe; 

His  eyes,  as  they  had  been  of  fteel  or  hom,  165 

Moved  not,  yet  artful,  he  fuppreis'd  his  tear^. 

And  Ihe,  at  length,  with  overflowing  grief 

Satiate,  replied,  and  thus  enquired  again. 

Now,  ftranger,  I  fhall  prove  thee,  as  I  judge, 
If  thou,  indeed,  haft  entertaiii'd  in  Crete  170 

My  fpoufe  and  his  brave  follower^  a>  *hou  fay'ft. 
Defcribe  his  raiment  and  bimfelf.;  his  own 
Appearance,  and  the  appearance  of  his  J^iaads. 

Then  her  Ulyfles  anfwary,  iev«-w»fe. 
Hard  is  the  taflt,  O.Queen!  (feaoog  atinje-  rj^. 

Hath  fince  elaps'd)  to  tell  thqe.    Twenty  ysars 
Have  pafs'd  fince  he  fbrfook  my  native,  ifle. 
Yet,  from  my  beft  remertbrance,  I;  wiH  give 
A  likenefs  of  him,  fueh  as  now  I  may.. 
A  double  cloak,  thick-piled,  Mceonian-dyec^  aSo 

The  noble  Chief  had  on;  two  faft-hing*  hdd 
The  golden  dafp,  audit  djfjday'd  in. front, . 
A  well-wrought  pattern  with  much  art  defign'd. 
An  hound  between  his  forefeet  holding  fail 
A  dappled  fawn,  gaped  eager  on  his  prey.  ^gj 

All  wonder'd,  feeing,  baw  in  Jifdefs  goJd 
Exprefs'd,  the  dog  with  open  mouth  her  throat 
Attempted  ftiU,  and  bow  the  fawn  with  hoofe 
Thruft  trembling  fisrwi^  ftru^Ied  to  efcape. 
That  glorious  mantle  inuch  I  noticed,  fofi:  jg<, 

To  touch,  as  the  dried  garlick's  glofly. film; 


Such 
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Snch  was  the  fmoothnefs  of  it,  and  it  flione 

Sun-bright ;  full  many  a  maiden,  truft  me,  view'd 

The  fplendid  textvire  with  admiring  eyes. 

But  mark  me  now ;  deep  tieafure  in  thy  mind  295 

This  word.     I  know  not  if  Ulyfles  wore 

That  cloak  at  home,  or  whether  of  his  train 

Some  warrior  gave  it  to  him  on  his  way. 

Or  elfe  fome  hoft  of  his ;  for  many  loved 

Ulyfles,  and  with  him  might  few  compare.  300 

I  gave  to  him,  myfelf,  a  brazea  fword, 

A  purple  cloak  magnificent,  and  veft 

Of  royal  length,  and,  when  he  fought  his  bark. 

With  princely  pomp  (Bfinifs'd  him  from  th?  Ibore. 

An  herald  alfo  waited  on  the  Chief,  305 

Somewhat  his  fenior ;  him  I  next  defcribe. 

His  back  was  bunched,  his  vifage.  fwarthy,  curl'd 

His  poll,  and  be  was  named  £u):ybates ; 

A  man  whom  moft  of  all  his  followers  far 

Ulyfles  honourt,  for  their  minds  were  one.  310 

He  ceafed;  flie,  recognizing  all  the  proofs 
Diftin<aiy  by  Ulyfles  named,  was  moved 
Still  more  to  weep,  'till  with  tferflowing  grief 
Satiate,  at  length  ihe  anfwefd  him  «gain. 

Henceforth,  O  Aranger,  thou  who  hadft  before        31^5. 
My  pity,  flialt  my  rev'renoe  ihare  and  loVe. 
I  folded  for  him  with  thefe  hands  the  cloak 
Which  thou  defcril/ft,  produced  it  whed  he  weotk 
And  gave  it  to  him ;  I  that  fpMndid  Qafp 

Attach'd 
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Attach'd  to  it  myfelf,  more  to  adorn  '310 

My  honour'd  Lord,  whom  to  his  native  land  : 
Return'd  fecure  I  Ih'idl  receive  no  more. 
In  fuch  an  evil  hour  VljUss  went 
To  that  bad  city  never  to  be  named. 

To  whom  Ulyfies,  ever-wife,  replied^  3sJ 

Ck>nfort  revered  of  Laeitiades ! 
No  longer  let  anxiety  impair 
Thy  beauteous  form,  nor  any  gtief  confume 
Thy  fpirits  more  for  thy  Dlyffes'  fake. 
And  yet  I  blame  thee  not ;  a  wife  deprived  330 

Of  her  firft  mate  to  whom  (he  had  produced 
Fair  fruit  of  mutual  love,  vrould  mourn  las  lofs. 
Although  he  were  inferior  far  to  Ihine, 
Whom  fame  ^rms  the  femblance  of  the  Gods. 
But  ceaie  to  mourn.     Hear  me.     I  will 'relate  *  33^ 

A  faithful  tale,  nor  will  froha  thee  withhold 
Such  tidings  of  UlySes  living  (till. 
And  of  his  fafe  return,  as  I  have  heard 
Lately,  in  yon  neighb'ring  opulent  land 
Of  the  Thefprotians.     He  returns  enriched  346 

With  many  precious  ftores  from  thofe  obtain'd 
Whom  he  hath  vilited ;  but  he  hath  loft. 
Departing  from  Tbrinada't  ifle,  his  bark 
And  all  his  lov'd  companions  in  the  Deepi 
For  Jove  was  adverfe  to  him,  and  the  Sun,  345 

Whofe  beeves  his  followers  flew.     They  periOi'd  aB 
Amid  the  billowy  flood ;  but  Him,  the  keel 

Beftriding 
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Beftriding  of  his  bark,'  the  waves  it  length 
Caft  forth  on  the  Fhaeacian's  land,  a  race 
Allied  to  heav'n,  who  rev'renced  like  a  God  350 

Thy  hulband,  honour'd  him  with  num'rous  gifts, 
And  willing  were  to  have  convey'd  him  home. 
UlylTes,  therefore,  had  attaia'd  long  iiace 
His  native  thore,  but  that  he  deem'd  it  beft 
To  travel  far,  that  he  might  ftill  amafs  JJS 

More  wealth ;  fo  much  Ulyfles  all  mankind 
Excells  in  policy,  and  hath  no  peer. 
This  information  from  Thefprotia's  King 
I  gain'd,  frotn  Pbk^op ;  to  tnyfelf  he  fwore 
Libation  o,flnring  under  his  own  roof,  360 

That  both  the  bark  was  launch'd,  and  th&  ftout  crew 
Prepared,  that  Aould  conduct  him  to  his  home. 
But  me  he  UrOc  diOpifs'd ;  for,  as  it  Chanced, 
A  ihip  lay  there  of  the  Thefprotians,  bound 
To  corn-enrich'd  DuUchium.     All  the  wealth  365 

He  ihew'd  me  by  the  Chief  a^nafs'd,  a  itore 
To  feed  the  houfe  of  yet  another  Prince 
To  the  tenth  generation^  fo  immenfe 
His  treafures  were  within  that  palace  lodg'd. 
Himfelf  he  faid  was  to  Dodona  gone,  370 

Counfel  to  aik  from  Che  oracular  oaks 
Sublime  of  Jove,  how  fafeft  he  might. feefc. 
After  long  exile  thence,  his  native  land. 
If  openly  were  beft,  or  in  difguife. 
Thus,  therefore,  he  is  fafe,  and  at  his  home  375 
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Wdl-nigh  arrived,  nor  fli^  his  country  long 

Want  him.     I  fwear  it  with  a  folemn  oath. 

Firft  Jove  be  witneis,  King  and  Ix>rd  of  all  I 

Next  thefe  domeftic  Gods  of  the  lenown'd 

IHyfles,  in  whofe  royal  houfe  I  fit,  380 

That  thou  flialt  fee  my  faying  all  fulfill'd. 

Ulyffes  fliall  this  felf-fame  year  return. 

This  felf-fame  month,  ere.  yet  the  next  begin. 

Him  anfwer'd  then  Penelope  difcrete. 
Grant  heav'n,  my  gueft,  that  this  good  word  of  thine  385 
Fail  not !  then,  foon  Ihalt  thou  fuch  bounty  Ihaie 
And  friendlhip  at  my  hands,  that,  at  firft  fight. 
Whoe'er  fliall  meet  thee  Ihall  pronounce  thee  bleft. 
But  ah !  my  foul  forebodes  how  it  wiU  prove ; 
Neither  Ulyffes  will  return,  nor  thou  350 

Receive  fafe  conduit  hence ;  for  we  have  here 
None,  fuch  as  once  Ulyiles  was,  to  rule 
His  houfehold  with  authority,  and  to  fend 
With  honourable  convoy  to  his  home 
The  worthy  .gueft,  or  to  regale  him  here.  395 

Give  him  the  bath,  my  maidens ;  fpread  his  couch 
With  linen  foft,  vrith  fleecy  •  gaberdines 
And  rugs  of  fplendid  hue,  that  he  may  lie 
Waiting,  well-warm'd,  the  golden  morn's  return. 
Attend  him  alfo  at  the  peep  of  day  40a 

With  bath  and  un£)ion,  that,  his  feat  refumed 

•  A  gaberdine  is  a  fliaggy  cloak  of  coarfe  but  wann  materials.    Such  always  nake 
pan  of  Homer's  bed-furniture. 

Here 
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Here  in  the  palace,  he  may  be  prepared 
For  breakfaft  with  Telemachus ;  and  woe 
To  him  who  fhall  prefume  to  incommode 
Or  cauie  him  pain ;  that  man  (hall  be  caftuerM  405 

Hence  inftant,  burn  his  anger  as  it  may. 
For  how,  my  honoiir'd  inmate!  ihalt  thou  learn 
That  I  in  wifdum  oeconomic  aught 
Pafs  other  women,  if  unbathed,  unoUed, 
Ill-dad,  thou  fojoum  here  1  man's  life  is  fliort.  .410 

Wbofo  is  cruel,  and  to  cruel  arts 
Addia,  on  him  all  men,  while  yet  he  lives. 
Call  plagues  and  curies  down,  and  after  death 
Scorn  and  proverbial  mock'ries  hunt  his  name. 
But  men,  humane  themfelves,  and  giv'n  by  choice     415 
To  ofSces  humane,  from  land  to  land  - 
Are  rumour*d  honourably  by  their  guefts, 
And  ev'ry  tongue  is  bufy  in  their  praife. 
Her  anfwer'd,  then,  Ulyffes  ever-wife. 
Confort  revered  of  Laertiades  !  420 

Warm  gaberdines  and  rugs  of  fplendid  hue 
To  me  have  odious  been,  fince  firft  the  fight 
Of  Crete's  Ciow-mantled  mountain-tops  I  loft. 
Sweeping  the  billows  with  extended  oars. 
No ;  I  will  pafs,  as  I  am  wont  to  pafs  415 

The  lleeplefs  night ;  for  on  a  fordid  couch 
Outftretch'd,  full  many  a  night  have  I  repofed         ' 
"Till  golden-charioted  Aurora  dawn'd. 
Nor  me  the  foot-bath  pleafes  more ;  my  foot 

3  M  2  Shall 
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Shall  none  of  all  thy  miniftring  maidens  touch,  430 

Unlefs  there  be  fome  antient  matron  grave 
Among  them,  who  hath  pangs  of  heart  endured 
Niim'rous,  and  keen  as  I  have  felt  myfelf ; 
Her  I  refuie  not.     She  may  touch  my  feet. 

Him  anfwer'd  then  prudent  Penelope;  435 

Dear  gueft !  for  of  all  travlers  hero  arrived     ■ 
From  diftant  regions,  I  have  nooe  received 
Difcrete  as  thou,  or  whom  I  more  have  lov'd. 
So  juft  thy  matter  is,  and  with  fuch  grace 
Exprefs'd,     I  have  an  antient  maid«t  grave,  440 

The  nurfe  who  at  my  haplefs  hufband's  birth 
Receiv'd  him  in  her  arms,  and  with  kind  care 
Maternal  rear'd  him ;  Ibe  Ihall  waih  thy  feet, 
Although  decrepid.     Eurydea,  rife ! 
Wa(h  one  coeval  with  thy  Lord ;  for  fuch  445 

The  feet  and  hands,  it  may  be,  are  become 
Of  my  Ulyffes  now ;  fince  man  befet 
^Vith  forrow  once,  foon  wrinkled  grows  and  old. 

She  faid,  then  Euryclea  with  both  hands 
Cov'ring  her  face,  in  tepid  tears  profufe  450 

Diffolved,  and  thus  in  mournful  ftrains  began. 

Alas !  my  fon,  trouble  for  thy  dear  fake 
DiilraiSls  me.     Jove  furely  of  all  mankind 
Thee  hated  moft,  thongh  ever  in  thy  heart 
Devoutly  giv'n ;  for  never  mortal  man  ^^^g 

So  many  thighs  of  fatted  viiSims  burn'd. 
And  chofen  hecatombs  produced  as  thou 

To 
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To  Jove  tbe  Thund'rer,  him  entreating  ftill 

That  he  would  giant  thee  a  fetene  old  age. 

And  to  inftrua,  tbylelf,  thy  glorious  fon.  460 

Yet  thus  the  God  requites  thee,  cutting  oflF 

All  hope  of  thy  return— oh  antient  fir  ! 

Him  too,  perchance,  where'er  he  fits  a  gueft 

Beneath  fome  foreign  roof,  the  women  taunt. 

As  all  thefe  thamelefsiones  have  taunted  thee,  465 

Fearing  whofe  mock'ry  thou  forbidd'ft  their  hands 

This  oflSce,  which  Icarius'  daughter  wife 

To  me  enjoins,  and  which  I,  glad,  perform. 

Yes,  I  will  waflj  thy  feet ;  both  for  her  fake 

And  for  thy  own, — ^for  fight  of  thee  hath  raifed         470 

A  tempeft  in  my  mind.     Hear  How  the  caufe ! 

Full  many  a  gueft  forlorn  we  entertain^ 

But  never  any  hare  I  ieen,  whole  lize^ 

The  falhion  of  whofe  foot,  aftd  jHtch  of  veiee;. 

Such  likenefs  of  Ulyffes  Ihow'd,  as  thine.  475 

To  whom  Ulyffes,  ever  Ihrewd,  replied.^ 
Such  clofe  fimilitude,  O  antient  dame  ^ 
As  thou  obferv'ft  betweea  thy  Lord  and'  me, 
All,  who  have  fcen  us  both,  have  ever  founds 

He  faid ;  then  taking  the  refpfeiiderit  vafe  4S0 

Allotted  always  to  that  ufe,  flie  firft 
Infnfed  cold  water  largely,  then,  the  warm.. 
Ulyffes  (for  befide  the  hearth  he  fat) 
Tum'd  quick  his  face  into  the  fliade,'  alarm'd' 
Left,  handling  him,  Ihe  Ihould  at  once  remark  485' 
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His  fear,  and  all  his  ftratagem  unveil. 

She  then,  approaching,  minifter'd  the  hath 

To  her  own  King,  and  at  firft  touch  difcem'd 

That  token,  by  a  bright-tuflc'd  btfar  of  old 

Imprefs'd,  what  time  he  to  Pamaffus  went  490 

To  vifit. there  Autolycus  and  his  fons, 

His  mother's  noble  fire,  who  all  mankind 

In  "furtive  arts  and  fraudful  oaths  eaccelfd.  , 

For  fuch  endowments  he  by  gift  receiv'd 

From  Hermes'  felf,  to  whom  the  thighs  of  kids  495 

He  offer'd  and  of  lambs,  and,  in  return, 

The  watchful  Hermes  never  left  his  fide, 

Autolycus,  arriving  in  the.  ifle 

Of  pleafant  Ithaca,  the  new-born  fon 

Of  his  own  daughter  found,  whpm  on  bis  knees         500 

At  clofe  of  flipper  Eurydea  placed,. 

And  thus  the  royal  vifitant  addrefs'd, 

Thyfelf,  Autolycus !  devife  a  name 
For  thy  own  daughter's  fon,  by  num'rous  pray'rs 
Of  thine  and  fervent,  from  the  Gods  obtained.  505 

Then  anfwer  thus  Autolycus  return'd. 
My  daughter  and  mj  daughter's  fpoufe !  the  name 
Which  I  fliall  give  your  boy,  that  let  him  bear. 
Since  after  provocation  and  offence 

*  Homer's  morals  fcem  to  allow  to  a  good  man  diflimulation,  and  even  an  ambi- 
guous oath,  fliould  the}>  be  necellary  to  lave  him  from  a  villain.  Thus  in  Book  XX. 
Telemachus  (wears  by  Zens,  that  be  does  not  binder  his  nvnbti'  from  marrying 
whom  Ibe  pleaTes  of  the  waoers,  though  at  the  lame  time  he  is,  plotting  their  deftruc- 
tion  wrth  his  lather.  F. 

To 
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To  numbers  giv'n  of  either  fex,  I  come,  510 

Call  him  *UlyfIes ;  and  when,  grown  mature, 
He  Ihall  Pamafiiis  vifit,  the  abode 
Magnificent  in  which  his  mother  dwelt, 
.  And  where  my  treafures  lie,  from  my  own  flores 
I  will  enrich  and  fend  him  joyful  home.  515 

Ulyffes,  therefore,  that  he  might  obtain 
Thofe  princely  gifis,  went  thither. .   Him  arrived. 
With  right-hand  gratulation  and  with  words 
Of  welcome  kind,  Autoly<:as  received, 
Nor  lefs  his  ofi&piing;  but  the  mother  moft  520 

Of  his  own  mother  clung  around  his  neck, 
Amphithea ;  fhe  with  many  a  fervent  kifs 
His  forehead  prefs'd,  and  his  bright-beaming  eyes. 
Then  bade  Autolycus  his  npble  fons 
Set  forth  a  banquet.     They,  at  his  command,  525 

Led  in  a  fatted  ox  of  the  fifth  year. 
Which  flaying  firft,  they  fpread  him  carved  abroad, 
Then  fcored  his  flefli,  transfix'd  it  with  the  fpits, 
And  roafting  all  with  culinary  fkill 
Exaft,  gave  each  his  portion.     Thus  they  fat  53° 

Feafting  all  day,  and  till  the  fun  declined ; 
But  when  the  fun  declined,  and  darknefs  fell^ 
Each  fought  his  couch,  and  took  the  gift  of  fleep. 
Then,  foon  as  day-fpring's  daughter  rofy-palm'd 
Aurora  look'd  abroad,  forth  went  the  hounds,  ^35 

*  In  the  Greek  'OAT££ET£'  from  the  verb  'cJiwni— Iraicor,  /  am  anirj.  ■ 

And 
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And,  with  the  hownds  iTlyfles,  and  the  youths, 

Sons  of  Autolycus,  to  chafe  the  boar. 

Arrived  at  the  Pamaffian  mount,  they  climb'd 

His  bulhy  fides,  and  to  his  airy  heights         .     . 

Ere  long  attain'd.     It  was  the  pleafant  hour  540 

When  from  the  gently-fweUing  flood  profound 

The  fun,  emerging,'  firft  fmote  onthe  fields. 

The  huntprs  reach'd  the  valley ;  focemaft  ran, 

Queftiiig,  the  hounds ;  behind  them,  fwift,  the  fons  •  : . 

Came  of  Autolycus,,  with  vhoon. advanced:'  .        ■.    J4J 

The  illuftrious  Prince  Ulyfles,  pieffingclofe 

The  hounds,  and  brandilhing.  his  maffy  fpear; 

There,  hid  in  thickeft  Ihades,  lay.au  iuge  boar;  -     . 

That  covert  neither  roi^gh  winds:hlowiog  moilV 

Could  penetrate,  nor  could  the  noon^day  fun  550 

Smite  through  it,  or  fail  falling  fhoWrs.  pervade. 

So  thick  it  was,  and  underneath,  the  ground 

With  litter  of  dfy  foUage  ftrew'd  profufc. 

Hunters  and  dogs  approaching  him,  his  ear 

The  found  of  feet  perceived  ;  upridging  high  555 

His  briftly  badt  and  glaring  fire,  he  fprang 

Forth  from  the  fcrubB,  and  in  defiance  flnod 

Near  and  right  oppofite.     Dlyfles,  firft, 

Rufli'd  on  him,  elevating,  his  long  fpear 

Ardent  to  wound  him;  but,  preventing  qiack    .•       560 

His  foe,  the  bpar  gafli'd  him  above  the  knee. 

Much  flelh,  affailing  him  oblique,  he  tore 

With  his  rude  tulk,  but  to  the  Hero's  bone 

Pierced 
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Pierced  not;  UlyflasiSu  nglit'ihoulder^r^ch'd;  - 

And  with  a  deadly  thmft  imp^'d  the  point:  565 

Of  his  bright  fpear  through  him  and  far  beyOndi 

Loud  yell'd  the  boar,  &nk  in  .the  duii,  and  died. 

Around  Ulyflfest:  then,  thfe  bufy  fonsj       '     ,  ,' 

Throng'd  of  Autolycos ;  expert  they  braced 

The  wound  of'the  iUuftrious  hunter  Ixdd,  574 

With  incantation  ftancb'd  the  faUehhxid, 

And  fought  in  ba&eithsiii  fiitliei'9  houfe  again,    :    .    - 

Whence,  heaPdiandigntfified  with  fplendid  gifts 

They  fent  him  foon  rejoicing  to  his  home,    ' '  • 

Themfelvea  r(jjoiang:;^4).i    Glad  their' -fonii  -  575 

His  parents  faw^tgaini:.'3i|d.  of  tin  f<iar 

Enquired,  when  giv'n,^and  how>  HeitbW.  them  all,    .  - 

How  to  Pamaffijs  vith.his  fripnds  he  went. 

Sons  of  Autalycue  to  hunt,  Md  how  '  : ;  y     :. 

A  boar  had  gaflJd  himl  with  to  ivlry  tufk.:  .  ;     580 

That  fear,  while  chafing  him  wid»  open'  palms. 
The  matron  knew ;  ihe  left,  his  foot  tp  fall ; 
Down  dropp'd  his  leg  into-lhe.vafe ;  the  brafs     . 
Rang,  and,  o'ertilttd  by  the  fudden  fhock, 
Poured  forth  the  water,  flooding  wide  the  floor.  583 

Her  fpirit  joy  at  once  and  forrow  feized ; 
Tears  fill'd  her  eyes;-  her  jntercepted  voice' 
'  Died  in  her  throat  j  but  to  Ulyffles'  beard 
Her  hand  advancing,  thus,  at  length  (he  fpake. 

Thou  art  himfelf,  Ulyfles.     Oh  my  fon  !■  .590 

Dear  to  me,  and  my  mafter  as  thou  art, 
:    .  .  3  N  I  knew 
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I  knew  thee  not,  'till  I  had  toucVd  the  &ai. 

She  faid,  and  to  Penelope  her  eyes 
Directed,  all  impatient  to  declare 

Her  own  UlylTes  even  then  at  home.  595 

But  Ihe,  nor  eye  nor  ear  for  aught  that  pafs'd 
Had  then,  her  fixt  attention  fo, entire 
Minerva  had  engaged.     Then,  darting  forth 
His  arms,  the  Hero  with  his  right-hand  dole 
Comprefs'd  her  throat,  and  nearer  t»  hitnfelf  .600 

Drawing  her  with  his  left,  thus  caution'd  her. 
-  Why  would'ft  thou  ruin  mef  Thou  gav'ft  me  milk 
Thyfelf  from  thy  own  breaft.     See  me  retunv'd 
After  long  fuff'rings,  in  the  twentieth  year. 
To  my  own  land.    But  fince  (fome  God  the  though    6qf, 
Suggefting  to  thee)  thou  haft^eam'd  the  truth, 
'silence  !  left  others  learn  it  fbom  thy  lips. 
For  this  I  fay,  nor  fliall  the  threat  be  vain ;    ,, 
If  God  vouchfafe  to  me  to  overcome 
The  haughty  fuitors,  when  I  fliall  infiift  6  to 

Death  on  the  other  women  of  my  houie, 
Although  my  nurfe,  thyfelf  flub  alfo  die. 

Him  anlwer'd  Eurydea  then,  difcrete. 
My  fcai  (  oh  how  could  lb  fevere  a  word! 
Efcape  thy  lips.*  my  fortitude  of  mind  61$. 

Thou  knowlt,  and  even  now  ih:dt  prove  me  firm 
As  iron,  fectet  as  the  ftubbom  rock. 
But  hear  and  mark  rae  wdl.     Should'ft  thou  prevail, 
Affifted  by  a  Pow"!  divine,  to  flay 

The 
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The  haughty  fuitors,  I  irill  then,  myfelf,  6i» 

Give  thee  to  know  of  all  the  female  train 
Who  have  diftionour'd  thecj  and  who  refpeft. 

To  whom  Ulyffes,  evep-wife,  replied. 
My  nurfe,  it  were  filptrflnofls;  fpare'thy  tongue' 
That  needlefs  talk.     I  can  diltinguifti  well  '  6*s 

Myfelf,  between  themj  and  (hall  knote  tham  all;    . 
But  hold  thy  peace.     Hn(h  I  leave  it  with  the  Godi. 

So  he ;  then  went  the  antient  mahwn.  foitfa, 
That  Ihe  might  lerve  him  with  a  fecond  bath. 
For  the  whole  firft  was  fpilt.    Thusj  laved  at  length,    6^* 
And  fmooth'd  AvitH  dil,  Olyffes  nearer  pulfd 
His  feat  toward  the  gfewiog  hearth  to  enjojr 
.  More  warmth,  and  drew  his  tatteis  o'er  the  fear.  ': 

Then,  prudent,  thus  Penelqpe  besgan; 

One  queftion,'ftnnger,  I  (hall  yefpnqxiund,  63$ 

Though  brief,  for  foan  the  hour  of  toft  repofe 
Grateful  to  all,  and  ev«n  to  the  fad 
Whom  gentle  fleep  forfakes  not,  will  arrive. 
But  heav'n  to  me  immeafurable  woe 
Affigns,. — ^whofe  fole  delight  is  to  oonfume  649 

My  days-  in  fighs,  while  here  retired  I  fit. 
Watching  my  maidisns  labours  and  my  own; 
But  (night  retum'd,  and  all  to  bed  retired) 
I  prefs  mine  alfo,  yet  with  deep  rqgret 
And  anguifh  lacerated,  even  there.  645 

As  when  at  fpring's  firft  entrance,  her  fweet  fong 
The  azure-crefted  nightingale  renews, 

3  N  2  Daughter 
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■Daughter  of  Pandarus ;  within  th4  groWs, 
Thick  foliage  perfchy,  £he  pours  her  echoing  voice 
Now  deep,  now  dear,  ftill  varying  the  ftrain  .  650 

With  which  flie  mourns  ;herJtyl!US»  her  <ba  ,. 
'By  royal  Zethas,  Whom  ihfi,  *  erring,  flew, 
fo^fol,  by  foul-diftreffing  doubts  , 
Tofs'd  ever,  mufe  if  I  (hall  he«e  remain 
A  faithfut  guardiin  of  my  fon's  afiWr?,        •  655 

My  huibancl'6  bsd:  re^wfttng,  and  not  left 
My  own  fair  fame,  or,  whether  I  Ihall  him, 
Of :  all,  mj  fuitors  i&Uqw  to  his  IwSme  1 

Who  nobleft  fcems,  .and  offers  rieheft  dow'r.        r .      , 
My  Ion  while  he  was 'infant  yet,  and  own'd  660 

An  infant's  mind>  «Quhi  never  give  oanfent 
That  I  Jhould  wed  and,  l«ave  him ;  bat,  at  length, 
Sinpe  he  hath:  reached  the  Aat^re  of  a  man. 
He  wilhes  my  depattura  J»ence»i  the  wafte 
Viewing  indignant  by  the  fuitors  made.;      ^  665 

But  1  have  dream'd.     Hear,  and  expound  my  dream. 
My  geefe  are  twenty,  LWbish  withinTmy  walls     , 
I  feed  with  fodden  .wheat);  they  ferve  to  amufe 
Sometimes  my  forrqw.,   Fjroin  the  mountains  caine 
An  eagle,  huge,  hoqfc-bwfc'd,  brake  all  their  necks,    670 
And  flew  themj  fcattet'd  pnithe  palaee-flpor  ~ 

They  lay,  and  he  fint'd  fwift  into  the  flues. 

'  *  She  intended  to  flay  the  Ion  of  her  hufband's  brother  Amphion,  incited  to  it  by 
eovy  of  his  vtiie^.  why,li^4  fyc  ^'htiirfnt  -1141110  Kerlelf  had  only  ttfe,  but  tbroug)! 
miftajce  fh«  flew  her  ownfonltylus,andforher  pmulbavent  vnis.transforincd  hy  Jupiter 
into  a  nightingale..  t     '  -  ■ 

■  ;  Dreamt 
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Dream  only  as  it  was,  I  wept  aloud. 

Till  all  my  maidens,  gatherVI  by  my  voice. 

Arriving,  found  me  weeping  ftill,  and  ftill  675 

Complaining,  that  the  eagle  had  at  once 

Slain  all  my  geefe.     But,  to  the  palace-roof 

Stooping  again,  he  fat,  and,  witli  a  voice 

Of  human  found,  fiwbad  my  tears,  and  faid— 

Courage !  O  daughter  of  the  far-renown'd  680 

Icarius !  no  vain  dream  thou  haft  beheld. 
But,  in  thy  fleepi  a  truth.     The  ilanghter'd  geefe 
Denote  thy  fuitors.     I  who  have  appear'd 
An  eagle  in  thy  fight,  am  yet  ,indeBd 
Thy  hufband,  who  have  now,  at  laft,  return's,  685. 

Death,  horrid  death  defigning  for  them  alli 

He  faid ;  then  waking  at  the  voice,  I  caft 
An  anxious  look  around,  and  faw  my  geefe- 
Beiide  their  tray,  all  feeding  as  before. 

Her  then  UlyiTes  anfwer'd,  evet-wife.  690 

O  Queen !  it  is  not  poffible  to  mifs. 
Thy  dream's  plain  import,  fince  Ulyfles'  felf 
Hath  told  thee  the  event ;  thy  fuitors  all; 
Muft  petilh  i  not  one  fuitor  fliall  efcape. 

To  whom  Penelope  difcrete  replied..  69^, 

Dreams  are  inexplicable,  O  my  gueft ! 
And  oft-times  mere  delufions  that  receive' 
No  juft  accompnfliment.    "?there  are  two  •  gates; 

*  The  dl'^rencc  o£  the  two  fublbnce,  ma;  perhaps  ferve  t»  account  for  thepre- 
ference  given  in  this.cafe  to  the  gste.of  horn-,  horn  being  tnaiSpuentt^niAS  fiicbemUet. 
matical  of  truth,  while  ivor;,froin  its  whitenefs,  pronuTes  light,but  is,  in  tii^opsqne.  F. 

Thioughi 
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Through  which  the  fleeting  phantoms  pafs  J  of  horn 

Is  one,  and  one  of  ivory.     Such  dreams  700 

As  through  the  thin-leaf  d  iv'ry  portal  coins 

Sooth,  but  perform  not,  utt'ring  empty  founds  ;■ 

But  fuch  as  through  the  poUfhy  horn  efcapd. 

If,  haply  feen  by  any  mortal  eye. 

Prove  faithful  witneffes,  and  are  fuIfiU'd.  705 

But  through  thofe  gates  my  vpond'rbus  dreanli,'!  think. 

Came  not ;  thrice  welcome  were  it  elfe  to  me 

And  to  my  fon.     Now  mark  my  words ;  attend. 

This  is  the  hated  mom  that  from  the  houfe  . 

Removes  nie  of  Ulyffes.     I  fliall  lix,  7i'i> 

This  day,  the  rings  for  trial  to  them  all 

Of  archerfliip ;  Ulyfles*  cuftom  was 

To  plant  twelve  *  fpikes,  aU  regiilar  arranged 

Like  galley-props,  and  crefted  with  a  ring. 

Then  ftanding  far  remote,  true  in  his  aim  715 

He  with  his  whizzing  (haft  would  thrid  them  aB. 

This  is  the  conteft  in  which  now  I  mean 

To  prove  the  fuitors ;  him,  who  with  moft  eafe 

Shall  bend  the  bow,  and  ihoot  through  all  the  rings, 

I  foUow,  this  dear  manfion  of  my  youth  720 

Leaving,  fo  fair,  fo  fUl'd  with  ev'ry  good. 

Though  ftill  to  love  it  even  in  my  Yearns. 

*  The  tranflation  here  It  fomewbat  pk^naAk  for  the  laloe  of  perfpHtMltfi'the 
original  is  clear  in  itfelf,  but  not  to  us  who  have  no  fuch  pradice.  Twelve  -ftakes 
werefixt  in  the  earth.' each  llaving  a  ring  at  the -top;  the  onler  in  which  the7  ftood 
was  fo  exa^  that  an  arrow  fenc  witb  an'even  hsnl  through  the  firft  ring,  would 
pais  them  all. 

Her 
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Her  anfwer'd  then  Ulyffes,  ever-wife. 
Confort  revered  of  Laertiades ! 

Foftpone  not  this  contention,  but  appoint  7x5 

Forthwith  the  trial ;  for  Olyfles  here 
Will  fure  arrive,  ere  they  (his  polifli'd  bow 
Long  tamp'ring)  ihall  prevail  to  ftretch  the  nerve. 
And  fpeed  the  arrow  through  the  iron  rings. 

To  whom  Penelope  rejdied  difcrete.  730 

Would'ft  thou  with  thy  fweet  converfe,  O  my  gueft ! 
Here  {both  me  ftill,  fleep  ne'er  ihould  influence 
Thefe  eyes  the  while ;  but  always  to  relift 
Sleep's  pow'r  is  not  for  man,  to  whom  the  Gods 
Each  circumftance  of  his  condition  here  735. 

Fix  univerfally.     Myfelf  win  feek 
My  own  apartment  at  the  palace-top> 
And  there  will  lay  me  down  on  my  fad  couch. 
For  fuch  it  hath  been,  and  with  tears  of  mine 
Ceafelefs  bedew'd,  e'er  fince  Ulyffes  went  74a 

To  that  bad  city,  never  to  be  named. 
There  will  I  fleep  ;  but  fleep  thou  here  below. 
Either,  thyfelf,  preparing  on  the  ground 
Thy  couch,  or  on  a  couch  by  thefe  prepared. 

So  faying,  flie  to  her  fplendid  chamber  thence        74^ 
Retired,  not  fole,  but  by  her  female  train 
Attended ;  there  arrived,  ftie  wept  her  fpoufe„ 
Her  lov'd  Ulyfles,  'till  Minerva  dropp'd 
The  balm  of  flumber  oh  her  weary  lids.. 
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Ulyfles,  doubting  whether  he  fliaU  dcftroy'  or  not  the  women 
fervants  who  commit  lewdnefs  with  the  fuitors,  tefolves  at  length- 
to  fparc  them  for  the  prefent.  ■  He  aiks  an  omen  from  Jupiter,  and 
that  he  would  grant  him  alfo  to  hear  fome  propitious  words  from 
the  hps  of  one  in  the  family.  His  petitions  are  both  anfwcred. 
Preparation  is  made  for  the  feaft.'  Whilft  the  ftitora  fit  at-  table, 
Palla^  fmites  them  with -a  horrid  frenzy.  Theoclymenus,  obfcrving 
the  ilrange  eflefts  of  it,  prophecies  their  deAruftion,  and  they  deride 
his  prophecy. 


BOOK         XX. 

BUT  in  the  veftibule  the  Hero  lay 
On  a  )>ull's  hide  undrefs'd,  o'er  whidi  he  Ipread 
The  fleece  of  many  a  iheep  flain  by  the  Gixtks, 
And,  cover'd.by  the  houfehold's  govemefs 
With  a  wide  doak,  compofed  himfelf  to  reft.  5 

Yet  flept  he  not,  but  meditating  lay  ;    .  , .  , 

Woe  to  his  enemies.     Meantime,  the  train 
Of  women  wonted  to  the  fuitors'  arms, 
Iffuing  all  mirth  and  laughter,  in  his  foul 
A  tempeft  raifed  of  doubts,  whether  at  once  1 0 

To 
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To  flay,  or  to  permit  them  yet  to  give 

Their  lufty  paramours  one  laft  embrace. 

As  growls  the  maftiff  ftandingon  the  ftart 

For  battle,  if  a  ftranger^s  foot -approach .  •   . 

Her  cubs  pew-whelp'd^ — fo  grpwl'd  Ulyffes'  heart,  1 5 

While  wonder  fiJl'd  him  at  their  impious  deeds.      .  ; 

But,  fmiting  on  his  breaft,  thus  he  reproved  ' 

The  mutinous  inhabitant  within. 

Heart !  bear  it.    Worfe  than  this  thou  didft  endure 
When,  uncontroulable  by  force  of  man,  zo 

The  Cyclops  thy  illuftrious  friends  deyour'd. 
Thy  patience  then  failM  not,  't;ill,  prudence  fouitd  • 
Deliv'rance  for  thee  on  the  hrink  of  fate.  -      • 

So  difciplined  the  Hero  hisrown  heart,  .  .  ,  • 
Which,  tra<3:able,  endured  the  rigorous  curb,  15 

And  patient;  yet  hc-turn'd  fj^otu  fide  to  iide.  ■  .       ■    . 
As  when  fome  hungry  fwain  turi^s  oft  a  maw 
UnftuOus  and  fav'ry  on  the  burning  coals. 
Quick  expediting  his  defired  repaft, 
So  he  from  fide  to  fide  roll'd,  jmndjring  deep       •  30 

How  likelieft  with  fi^efs  hs;  rnight  aifiil  . 

Thofe  fliamelefs  fuitors ;  one  to  many  oppofed. 
Then,  fudden  from  the  flcies  defoeoding,  came 
Minerva  in  a  female  form ;  -her  ftand   • 
Above  his  head  (he  took,  and. thus  the  fpake.  ;  3S 

WUy  fleep'ft  thou  not,  unhapjneft  of  mankind  I 
Thou  art  at  home ;  here  dwells  thy  wife,  and  here 
Thy  fon ;  i  fon,  whom  all  might  wifli  their  own. 

3  O  Then 
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Then  her  Ulyffes  anfwer'd,  ever-wlfe. 

0  Goddefs  !  true  is  all  that  thou  haft  faid,  40 
But,  not  without  anxiety,  I  mufe 

How,  fingle  as  I  am,  I  (hall  alTail 

Thofe  fliamelefs  fuitbrs  who  frequent  my  courts 

Duly,  and  always  their  whole  multitude. 

This  weightier  theme  1  mSditate  befide ;  '45 

Should  I,  with  Jove's  concurrence  and  with  thine 

Prevail  to  flay  them,  how  Ihall  I  efcape, 

•Myfelf,  at  laft?  oh  Goddefs,  weigh  it  well. 

Him  anfwer'd  then  Pallas  caerulean-eyed. 
Oh  faithlefs  man !  a  man  will  in  his  friend  50 

Confide,  though  mortal,  and  in  valour  lefi 
And  wifdora  than  himfdf ;  but  I  who  keep 
*niee  in  all  difficnlties;  am  divine. 

1  tell  thee  plMtily.     Were  we  hemth'd  around 

By  fifty  troops  of  flio^iting  wartiors  bent  SS 

To  flay  thee,  tboa  ihould'ft  yet  fecut-ely  drive 

The  flocks  away  and  cattle  of  them  all. 

Sut  yield  to  fleep's  foft  influence;  Bw  to  lie 

All  night  thus  watchfiA,  is,  itfelf,  dfftrefs. 

Fear  not.     DelivVance  Walts,  not  fiir  remote.  60 

So  faying,  flie  o'er  Ulyfles'  eyes  diffiifed 
Soft  flumbers,  and  when  fleep  that  fooths  the  mind 
Aad  nerve*  the  limbs  ^e(h  had  feized  him  once. 
To  the  IHympian  fummit  ftrift  retum'd. 

*  That  is,,  l^vvlkalll  dcipe  the  vengeance  of  their-fciiulral? 

But 
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But  his  cbafte  fpoiife  awolae ;  .lh« 'Vsepiog  fat  6$ 

On  her  foft  couch,  and,  nobleft  of  htt  fe%, 
Satiate  at  length  with  tev(,  iie;'  pray'r.a^dref»'4 
Firft  to  Diana  of  the  Pow'^s  ^iiOTp. 
Diana,  awful  progeny  of  Jove ! 
I  would  that  with  a  lh»ft  this  motnent  fpe|l  .  7P 

Into  my  bofom,  thou  woultfft  h«xe  cqncludp 
My  mournful  life !  or,  oh  that)  4S  it  t^si 
Snatching  me  dirough  thfpatblefs  air,  ^  ftoim 
Would  whelm  me  deep  in  Ocean's  reftlefe  tide ! 
So,  when  the  Gods  their  parents,  hf»^.defttoy'd,  yj 

Storms  fuddenly  the  beiiuteoijis  'daugl^tersfnatch'tl 
Of  Pandarus  away  ;  the)P;Jeft  foripm 
Venus  with  cuT'ds,  with  honey  aod  with  wine  ^ 
Fed  duly ;  Juno  ^ve  th^ui  to  forpafs 
All  women  in  the  charms  of  face,  and  :mindx  .8o 

With  graceful  ftature  imiiient  the  chafie 
Diana  blels'd  them,  and.ia  works.of  art 
Illuftrious,  Pallas  taught  them  to  exceU. 
But  when  the  foam-fprung  God<)efs  to  the  fides 
A  fuitrefs  went  on  their  behalf,  to  obtain  85 

Bleft  nuptials  for  them  from  the  Thund'rer  Jove, 
(For  Jove  the  happia«f$f  himfelf,  appoints. 
And  the  unhappinefs  of  all  bdow) 
Meantime,  the  Harpies  ravishing  aw^y 
Thofe  virgins,  gave  them  to  the  Furies  Three,  90 

•  Aedon,  Clcothcra,  Meropc. 

3  O  i  That 
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TKat  they  might  ferve  them.  •  O  that  me  the  Gods 

Inhabiting  Olympus  fb  would  hide 

From  human  eyes  for  ever,  or  brigbt-haii'd 

Diana  pierce  me  with  a  fliaft,  that  while 

Ulyfles  yet  engages  all  my  thoughts,  95 

My  days  concluded,  I  might  'fcape  the  pain 

Of  gratifying  feme  inferior  Chief  1 

This  is  fupportable,  when  (all  the  day 

To  forrow  giv'n)  *he  mourner  fleeps  at  night ; 

Tor  fleep,  \*hen  it  hath  once  the  eyelids  veil'd,  100 

All  reminifcence  blots  of  all  alike. 

Both  good  and  ill  f  but  me  the  Gods  affli<£{ 

Not  feldom  ev*n  in  dreams,  and  at  my 'fide. 

This  night  again,  one  lay  refembling  him ; 

Such  as  my  own  Ulyfles  wh*n  he  join'd  105 

Aohaia^s  warriors ;  my  exulting  heart 

No  airy  dream  believed  it,  but  a  truth. 

While  thus  (he  fpake,  in  orient  gold  enthroned 
Came  forth  the  morn ;  Ulyfles,  as  (he  wept. 
Heard  plain  her- lamentation ;  him  that  {bund  no 

Alarra'd ;  he  thought  her  prefent,  and  hirofelf 
Known  to  her.     Gath'ring  haftily  the  cloak 
His  cov'ring,  and  the  fleeces,  them  he  placed 
Together  on  a  throne  within  the  hall. 
But  bore  the  bull's-hide  forth  into  the  air.  nj 

Then,  lifting  higjh  his  bands  to  Jove,  he  ptay'd. 

Eternal  Sire  !  if  over  moift  and  dry 
Ye  have  with  good  will  fped,  me  to  my  home 

After 
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After  much  fuiTriDg,  grant  me  from  the  lips 

Of  fome  domeftic  now  awake,  to  heai;  "  1 20 

Words  of  propitious  omen,  and  thyfelf 

Vouchfafe  me.  ftill  ibme  other  figa  abroad. 

Such  pray'r  he  made,  and  Jove  omnifcient  heard. 
Sudden  he  thunder'd  from  the  radiant  heights 
Olympian;  glad,  Ulyffes  heard  the  found.  uj 

A  woman,  next,  a  labourer  at  the  null 
Hard  by,  where  all  the  palace-mills  were  wrought. 
Gave  him  the  omen  of  propitious  found. 
Twelve  maidens,  day  by  day,  toil'd  at  the  mills. 
Meal  grinding,  fome,  of  barley,  fome,  of  wheat,  130 

•  Marrow  of  man.  .  The  reft  (their  portion  ground) 
All  flept ;  Ihe  only  from  her  taflc  as  yet 
Ceas'd  not,  for  (he  was  feebleft  of  them  all-  j 
She  refted  on  her  mill,  and  thus  pronounced 
The  happy  omen  by  her  Lord  defired.  -  '35 

Jove,  Father,  Governor  of  heav'n  and  earth  1 
Loud  thou  haft  thunder'd  from  the  ftarry  ikies 
By  no  cloud,  veil'd  ;  a  fign  propitious,  giv'n 
To  whom  I  know  not;  but  oh  grant  the  prayt 
Of  a  poor  bond-woman !  appoint  their  feaft  140 

.  This  day,  the  laft  that  in  Ulyffes'  houfe 
The  fuitors  (hall  enjoy,,  fer  whom  I  drudge. 
With  aching  heart  and  trembling  knees  their  meal 
Grinding  continual.     Feafl;  they  here  no  more  I 


*  fAvi^ev  iH/ifitt„ 
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She  ended,  and  the  lift'ning  Chief  received  14  j 

With  equal  joy  both  figns ;  ft>r  well  he  hoped  , 
That  he  fliould  punifli  foott  thofe  guilty  men. 
And  now  the  other  Ihaidens  in  the  hall 
Aflembling,  kindled  on  the  health  again 
Th^  unwearied  blaze ;  then,  godlike  from  his  cotich'     150 
Atofe  Telemachus  and,  frelh-attired. 
Athwart  his  Ihoulders  his  bright  faulchion  Jlung, 
Bound  his  fair  fandals  to  his  feet,  and  took 
His  fturdy  fpear  pointed  with  glitt'riog  btafs ; 
Advancing  to  the  pottal,  there  he  ftood,  j'5{ 

And  Euryclea'thus,  his  nurfe,  betake. 

Nurfe !  have  ye  with  rel^ilful  notice  ferv'd 
Our  gueft  ?  or  hath  he  found  a  fordid  couch 
E'en  where  hie  might  ?  for,  prudent  though  flie  -be. 
My  mother,  inattentive  oft,  the  worfe  j6o 

Treats  kindly,  and  the  better  fends  away. 

Whom  Euryclea  aufweiM,  thus,  difcrete. 
Blame  not,  my  fon !  who  merits  not  thy  blame. 
The  gueft  fat  drinking  till  he  would  no  more. 
And  ate,  'tiil,  queftionVl,  he  rejflied^^Enough.  165 

But  when  the  hour  of  fleep  cidl'd  hijn  to  raft. 
She  gave  command<«ent  to  her  fetniile  train 
To  fpread  his  couch.     ¥et  he,  like  one  forlorn. 
And,  through  d^fpair,  indifi'rent  to  himfelf. 
Both  bed  and  rugs  refufed,  and  ill  the  porch  lyb 

On  fkins  of  iheep  and  on  an  undrefs'd  hide 
Repofed,  where  we  threw  cov'ring  over  him. 

She 
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She  ceas'd,  and,  grafping  his  bright-Jieaded  fpear. 
Forth  went  the  Prince  attended,  as  he  went. 
By  his  fleet  hounds  ;  to  the  afTembled  Greeks  ty$ 

In  council  with  majeftic  gait  he  moved, 
And  Eurjrclea,  daughter  wife  of  Ops, 
Pifenoi^  fon,  eall'd  to  the  ferving-maids. 

Halte  ye !  be  diligent !  fweep  the  palace-floor 
And  fprinkle  it ;  then  give  the  fumptuous  feats  180 

Their  purple  coverings.     Let  others  deanfe 
With  fponges  all  the  tables,  wa(h  and  rince 
The  beakers  well,  and  goUets  rich-embois*d ; 
Run  others  to  the  fountain,  and  bring  thence 
Water  with  fpeed.     The  fuitors  will  not  long  185 

Be  abfent,  but  will  early  come  to-day. 
For  this  day  is  a  public*  feftival. 

So  Ihe ;  whom  all,  obedient,  heard ;  forth  went 
Together,  twenty  to  the  chryftal  fount. 
While  in  their  fev'ral  provinces  the  reft  190 

.  BeffinM  them  brilk  at  home.     Then  enters  all 
The  fuitors,  and  began  cleaving  the  wood. 
Meantime,  the  women  from  the  fountain  came. 
Whom  foon  the  fwine-herd  follow'd,  diivihg  thiee 
His  fatteft  brawns ;  them  in  the  fpadous  court  igj 

He  feeding  left,  and  to  Ulyffes'  fide 
Approaching,  courteoufly  befpake  the  Chief. 
.    Gueft !  look  the  Greecians  on  thee  with  relpefl! 
At  length,  or  ftlU  difijainful  as  before  ? 

*  The  Dew  moon. 

Then^ 
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Then,  anfwer  thus  Ulyffes  wife  return'd.  aoo 

Yes — and  I  would  that  vengeance  from  the  Gods 
Might  pay  their  infolence,  who  in  a  boufe 
Not  theirs,  dominion  exercife,  and  plan  i     ; 

Unfeemly  projedls,  Ihamelefs  as.they  are! 

Thus  they  conferr'd ;  and, now  Melanthius  casie       aoj 
The  goat-herd,  driving,  with  the  aid  of  two 
His  fellow-fwains,  the  fatteft  of  his  goats  .    . 

To  feaft  the  fuitors.     In  the  founding  porch      . 
The  goats  he  tied,  then,  drawing  near,, .in  terms  ,  "  . 

Reproachful  thus  aflail'd  Ulyffes"  ear.  .  910. 

How,  ftranger .'  perfever'ft  thou,  begging,  ftill 
To  vex  the  fuitors  f  wilt  thou  not  depart  ?     .        .  ~ , 
Scarce  fliall  we  fettle  this  difpute,  I  judge*    .      .  ;    ..       ;  : 
Till  we  have  tafted  each  the  other!s  fill ;     . 
Thou  art  unreafonable  thus  to  beg  .  « i  S 

Here  always — have  the  Greeks  no  feafts  befide  I 

He  fpake,  to  wboca  Ulyfles  anfwer  none. 
Return'd,  but  Ihook  his  brows,  and,  fdent,  framed.. 
Terrible  purpofes..    Then,  third,  approaich'd 
Chief  o'er  the  herds,  Philcetius  ;  fatted  goats    .  ,         2%p 
He  for  the  fuitors  brought,  with  which  he  drove   , 
An  heifer;  (ferry-men  had  pafs'd  them  o'er. 
Carriers  of  all  who  on  their  coaft  arrive) 
He  tied  them  in  the  founding  porch,  then  flood 
Befide  the  fwine-iherd,  to  whom  thus  he  faid.  » 25 

Who  is  this  gueft,  Eumsus,  here  arrived 
So  lately  ?  from  what  nation  hath  he  come  ? 

What 
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What  parentage  anditountrj  boails  the  maiit ; 

I  pity  him,  whofe£ig;u3£  feems  tx>  fpeak  . 

Royalty  in  him.     Heav'n  will  fui^y  plunge      .  tjo 

Tiie  race  of  comitusi  wand'reri  deep  in  woe. 

If  thus  it  deflSoe  eveti  Ifingj  to  mourn.  : : 

He  ceas'd«  and,  with  his  ri^  hand,  drawing  nigh, 
Welcom'd  UlyHes,  whom  h«  this  beipak& 

Hail  venerable  gu«ft !  and  be  tby  lot  'asS 

Profp'rous  at  leaft  hereafter,  wb©  art  held  '  5 .  ' 

At  i»^fent,  in  the  tsondt  qf  nurn'rous-'  ^s.  : 
Thou,  JujHter,  of  allttae  God^  art  m(«fl 
gevere,  ^d  fpar'A-TU*  td  iijdlita.aiftrefi .  : 
Even  on  c^eatwM>6om  thySSf. derived*.      '  ,      ':    146 
I  bad  no  fobner  maiAiV  thte,  than  dsy  icyes   '. 
Swam,  and  the  fw«tt  gofli'd  from-mti  at  the'thoDght 
Of  dear  Ulyfles;.*r  if  jW  hS  Bra 
And  fee  the  fun,  .fuHh  tBttei«</-liiq>psle,     .'  - 
He  weirs,  a  wantfr^r  airiong'htimaii^kind^  145 

But  if  already  with  the  dead. he  dwell' 
'  In  Pluto's  drear  abodfij  oh  thien,.;ala8  ^ .  . 
For  kind  Ulyfles  1  who  tx5nii^'d.t6:m«i 
Wbile  yet  a  boy,'  hi»  Ceptulenian  herd^ 
And  they  have  now  encreits'd.to  fuch  a  fbore  250 

Innumerable  Af  l>n>ad-fran^  beeves,     , 
As  only  care  lik^  mine  coyfii  ti^ve  prqdnced. 
Thefe,  by  cotDmand  of  othecs,  I  tranfport 

*  He  u  d$ttn  rMri'     ,w4nf  wtiim  vi  Sim  rt. 

-   ■  3  P  For 
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For  their  regale,  who  neither  heed  his  fim,  ■    '    :    • 

Not  tremble  at  tli6  anger  of  the  Gods,   '  '*SS 

But  long  have  wifh'd  ardently  to  divide  < 

And  Ihare  the  fiibftance  of  our  abfent  Lord. 

Me,  therefore,  this  thought  occupies;  and  hlumtt  - 

Myttjihd  notfeidom;  iwhile  the  hsir'fiji-vJvei    '  '' 

It  were  no  fmall  pffence  »  UriTO iiis Iwrtfe  ' '     ' '     -'iSo 
S6  far,  and  migrate  to' ai  foreign  Idrid;'      ■  ■     ,•  -  • 
Yet  here  to  dwellj  fuiPrin^  Oppriffive  wrongs'  '     ' ' '' 
While  I  attend  aiurther's'beeveJi  appears'      "' '    - '   •  •  '  ' 

Still  lefsfupportable;  iftd  I  hid  flirt;  '    '     ■    ■'    '        ' 

And  I  had  ferv'd  fome  dihir' 'mighty  Chtef  ■  ' '  '  ■  s6i 
i^g  fince,  (for  patiehce'  fails'  nw  to  dhdurH  '  ■"  '  '  ■ ' 
My  prefent  lot)  but  that t  cherift  ifStt  "■  ■'■•  "  '"  ' 
Somehppeof  my ;  ill-f»te8l'£c(rd'8  tetttlfti,''  -  '  ■  •'■  "■  '•'  ■ 
To  rid  his  palace  of  thefil  Isfrlefe  guefts. ;  '  ■  '  '  '■  ' ' 
To  whom  Uly(!£s,  pveil-wifei  ifejiliBS.  ■  '  '"  '  iya 
Herdfman!  fince  heitfaer  void  of  ftnf«  thdufeemlV'  ^^ 
Nor  yet  di(honefij  But  mytelf  afafiire'  :'  "  '  ''* 
That  thoti  art  owner  of  i:a,raind.aifo«Btei:  ■  *  '  •  "  ' 

Hear  therefore,  foe  If^eairt'hoM  I  atteft'       ''I:'.:    ■>■ 
Jove  and  this  hoQ«{able  board,  '^d  fliafe        "         '''Uy's 
The  *Lares  of  the  noWe  Chief,  whofeheaffi'       '    '  ' ' 
Proteils  me  now,  that,  ««  toygMiigliende,  -• '  •■;  ~  '■ 
Ulyfles  furely  fliall'havO't^ach'd'lus  hbtbgy^!  -        /    ■ 
And  thou  Ihalt  iee  hiiBi 'if  thou  wik,  ihyftl^      '      '    :' 


4  amt>bM<Sa^^lliatniM  amate^tmtlk. 
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Slaying  the  fuitora'iAicv  dOT^UM  it  Jidfe.     -      -   -'  :  9kt<r' 

Him  anfweewtheatljb  kelepar  of'MsfbiieVesi"'-    .      ^ 
Odiftranger!  wouldliratthja.SailurniBa'Kttig''  ''-' 
Perform  that  word,  ilioailhOHUtftt'ttstMagbti^tltrfell  -    :  '' 
Eye-witnefi  of  it)  what  att  ahp  it  ■Wiqe.'  •'        ■'  ^  '  '        ' 

Eumaeus  alfo.sirVy})owe».a*'hiiiv?n  i       'i*J 

Eutreated,  OafVlffbs  vai^t:^ffe&  •  ■  ;< 

His  home  again.   .TIbM  Bitanall^t^irt  contdm^ '  '  i  v-      '■ 

Meantime,,  w  qoof'^KOce'dbfe  tliie.'ft»R>rs  plsuitfil' 
Death  for  Telemachu?.;  iut  whUq  they,  at , 
Confolting,  on  tbeir'l^.tbfrblr^of  Jots'  -  '•9<>-' 

An.  eagle  fdartJi. -gja^iing  ic^Jtoro  Ttovp..      -  ^• 
'Fhen,  thus,  Ampbiiipmm.'the  r^  befpafce.   ' 

Oh  friehds!  ource«ii^ti<Mi^K>w.,tq  ftay  .  . 

Telemachns,  \»51Lajpvtir:iftrioothly  wia 
To  its  efife<$h;^^!butlet;  via  toltl^e  fe>n;   . .  ■'  ■  ■    895 

,. ..  So  fpake  Amphinotnus,  whoft  corinfel  jdeafed. , 
Then,  all  into,  ^herby^hpufe  repaired,        - 
And  on  the  thrones  and  coaches  thipiring  offi 
Their  mantles,  llevr  .the  fatted  goats^!  t&e  brawrfs,      ;.  i . 
The  fheep  fuU-lked,  and  heifer  of  tbe.  herd.         .     30a 
Ti^  roafted  entrails  fitift  they  ibared,, then  fillTd   . 
The  beaker*,  and  ithe  Iwioe-lwrd  placed ithexups ; . .     .  . ; 
Philoetius,  chief  intendont  of  thebeeras,,.      ;    '■  '  "*    ' 
Served  ,all  with  bafkets  «}eg?nt  of  bread*' 
While  all  their  ci^Jn  Mdanthiui  charged,  with  wine,     305 
And  they  iffml'dSt  on««'ahe.rwi«ly:fi»fc.     . 
MeKititae  THetnafhrai' "Mtlf  fdvtctft'Oirewtt, ' 
■'  '  3  P   2  Fall 
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FaA;by  the  marbl^  tbKfi^idt',  \mt,  witbia .  .   ■ 

The  fpacio)^,])i^.)ijyFifathcr<I[^iice4> JtOrvAqn  . 

A  fordid  feat  he  gave  3ni,&mtf.bcat^  ..  i  /   ''     .'  .  gxid 

A  portion  of  the  eiitr«l»i  »iait,  be  iet  ... 

]^fore  him,  fiU'4  a  golden  g?ldct  high,,  i  v.'.-j:  - 

.^oAthus,  in  pi:efence4>f-th«in.^>.i>«giiQ-l. '-.:"'  (:..'iv'-' 

There  feated^i^  dDitJtiW'tbe'ir«iipi|d<driQ^  vo'n.d  •■ . 
I  will,  myfelf,  ^tbeir^bittogitaanls  liarbidt       .  r         315 
And  violence.     This  edifioi;  it:  vp/utt  ■  1  ■       o  .   ' " 
Not  public  property ;. my:  fathar.firft    ;,:    ': :  ;.  s  j  ■ 
Qi^fs'd  it,  and  mj  tight  fiam  hira  d«£tendB.  ^ .  un.s,    ..'> 
Suitors!  controul  your  tpagual,;ncir:!H^th:70tar}»i)ds.  ; 
OSend,  left  cootefiifierce  and  (raravfijet.         .  1  -  1  jaa 

HeceasM;  t^gpavnag,.fM,tb^lipi(>  fl£|ba0(>n  dV 
With  wonder  that  T«|«nucbvis.in  bm  ff«tcbt  t<  •Inn.  ai'.X 
Such  boldnefs  ufed.     Tbea  ^sdte  Bepittun-'-Jiint;    '^  '     p."^ 
Antinous,  and  the  aflembly  thus,  iddrefi'd.     :  ^ 

Let  pafs,  ye  Greek&l.  {be  Jaogvagf) of  Ahe^Pxioc^  .  gtf 
Harlh  as  it  is,  and  big.mth.threats.ta  us.  .■■•■■  > 

Had  Jove  penniftedv:  l^ogntiDns Jute,'   .-  , 
Although  thut  doquenf,  eie  oowhad,  ceaied. 

So  fpake  AntiBoiis,  wbooi  IHyfles.' fimi. .        .'    .  ..     .: 
Heard  uBconoem'di     And  now  the  Iwralds  cacoe  -     '  S$a 
In  folemn  pomp,,  eoodudiqg  through  the  ftreets, 
A  facred  hecatomb,  when  in  tb;  grove 
Uo^rageous  of  Apo^.  King  Qiaft-ormVi^i     >  ;    ••." 

The  aflembled  GieedanstDet..  ni«i&X''^y  paaft  ..'..; 
Finilb'd,  asd  Iramfhe  fpits  witbdrain]»  each  thared    335 
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His  portion  of  the  noU»f«!tft,  and  fiich 
As  they  enjoy'd'tttemrelves  the  attendants  0aced 
Bef(ire  Ulyffes,  for-tlie  Hefift  foB^  ■.  ' '  ' 

Himfelf,  Telemachiis,  had'feen)aih^     '   ' 
But  Pallas  (that  theji  iBUglit  exH^nte  mtoi*  ' 
Ulyffes)  fuflfer'dn6£Alie-fiiit6r<aWfs'""i  "'  > 
To  banquetfgittlflW:fc<#-'Hiat-J»ierSrgB»iS'  ■'■ 
tfalign.     There  wA  i  toftaSh  fiiitdr  namtU ' 
Ctefippus,  bom  in  Saii9<l8 ; '  Baft  of  mind 
Was  he  and  profligate^  -bid)  In  tl»  wealth  ^   '     ' 
Confiding  of  h£i  iathei-^  wad's  the  wife     '  ' 
Of  long-«xiIed.I71yfie(.     From,  his  feat    ■ 
Th«  haughty  fuitors  tbus'that  man  addrefs^. ' 

Ye  nobte  Coltort,' I  WJt**  fpeakJr  a*tend'f  ■ 
The  gueft  is  a«wi$i  ««  ikhfly  -^Mkdy  jfaareid      ' ' 

Equal  with'Us;  nor  left  the  biws  demand  ' 

Of  hofpitaUty ;  ft»  BeiaiW'jufl' ^  • 

II  -were  ra*  decent,  tfi*  aegiiea,  reteived*  i  • 
Hete  by  Telemaehus,iffioidd'b«!de]^«d         '  .  - 
His  portion  of  thei  feaft.     Come  tfaeh'^-iny^f . 
Will  give  to  himr  that  he  may  ^fo  give  '  - 
To  her  who  laved -him  ia  the  battay  or  elfe  ■    ■  ■ 
To  whatfoevar  moH«d  hwe  he  "waiv : 

So  faying,  he  from  a^baikd^near  athandf    - 
Heav'd  an  ox-foot,  andwith  a  vig'ttmsarm. 
HurPd  it.     UlyiBs  gently  ftoWH-his  head,'     -      ' 
Shunning;  the  blow,,  but  gratified  his  juft  v 
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Refentment  witba/bniailAfiBiiioiiicfhiile   '  ■■■■■    . 

Of  dread  iEgaificaaqs.:    tit  imote  the  wd.    ' .   .        -  ■■  .^ 

Then  thus  Telemachus  refauksdifaeidaed.    ,  -    •■3^ 

Ctefippus,  thou  attiiiinftDiMa;! <h«  >aae..  :/.   ,.  .  . 
SCcuck  not  the  gnm%^,!t>X'i)a  Okupsid:^^  k}ov^, 
EUe,  I  had  furely  thrui):  my^g^Eiqg  laf}(|e;.,„.,( 
Right  thBWgh;tW(lt;tl!h»riii  W>.hyin«nsBil;jq<^[ 
Of  thine  fliouldhavie  empbjrVitliyi&tlurhHis,: 
But  thy  funereid.     No  maqiFiKiiV^'tF^r 
Me  with  indignity  iritU^  tljRftiVndJSw   I'l-"": 
Fc^.  though  of  bt&'acbil4  -^^Ki.dili:«sa  {.^ 
Now,  and  diiU<iguitb.1ieCw«av  gpod.ahd.ill. ; 
Suffice  it  that  ire, pati«ntl^<adur%;^.  ■■,■,.. 
To  be  fp©3aj»rS;dajlji<>fiftil}',;^eepf>3. ,,..,., 
Slaughter'd,  mlr  bi^  caD&ux4)d>,ai4t  ^(am,:C^  -y^n, 
Wi^ed;  for  what.ciu).  one  to  ail^oppqi^i 
Conae  then — perflft  no.l90g«a-;ip>rtgei»c^,{. 
And  hofiile  hate  Of  Jae^  flr  if,  y?  i(iilh,,.    . 
To  flay  me,  paufe  (Mb,  ^  ItwiBte  bettec&c 
To  die,  andlhad-ntbeE  innsh.be.i]aia,.  :. 
Xtisn  thus  to  witiw(s  f^uti  atr«dous  dwls 
Day  after  dayj  ,tg.foe,<)nr  jpufls  obu&d,:  .' 
With  blows  infulted,  aOd^^iicniKc^.  dra^'d  ..  ,  ...385 
With  a  licentipniuviolF^asobftane.^ 
From  fide  to  ri(^,f>f  .j^  thisifjdnabpde,  , .  .1,,  .„  ,. 

^jPefaid,  and  all  faf  AlcqVfin.<it'iength. ;  ,-      .  ,,  ,.  „,j 
Thus  Agelausfpiitet,pi^fln;i^ibp.,.     ,,.•        r,         ,    -, 
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My  friends!  la  ndhe:  with  tonttaffiiftionftliwart>-- r 390 
And  rude  reply,  TTOrds  tafional  Mid  juftv  ''  ■■'■'■■■■■-' 
Aflault  no  more  the  ftranger,  nor  of  (it-         ■        :  ' 

The  fervanti  of  retiowtfd  Ulyfiee  heie  • 
Harm  any.     My'trivice,  »l)th  to  the 'QWeeii  ■     ■  =■    ■  -. 
And  to  TelemacKttSi  fliaU  g«nfl6  be,    ■'    "    '  '  '    il      $55 
May  it  but  pleife  fflein.  '■  WhUe'&e  hop^'fUCTWaJ:     '       ' 
■Within  yoor  bofoms  of  the  fafii  return ~''  '■'■'■'.    -  -     :     ' 
Of  wife  Ulyffes  to^hiihatins'lflE,  ■  ' '       ''^■''  ■    • 
So  long  good  reafon -WW' that  flie  fteilM  «&•"■     ' 
Delay,  and  hold  o*  wooUig  in  fllf^ifce  f-        -:  -    '  4*6 
■  For  had  Ulyftes  eoiiie,  that ifeurie  had  proved      '•-     '  ^ 
Wifeft  and  beftf  but  that  be  conies  no  more 
Appears,  now,  minifisflil    "nMnj  theBBftatej  ftioiie!f 
Seeking  thy  tnother,  counfel  her  to -wkS 
The  noblefi,  and  "trho  ofiers  ribheft  dowtv'  '■  ■'4<>'i 

That  thou,  for  thy  peculiar,' niay^-enjijy    1  "   ''       •■ 
Thy  own  inheritanee.in  peace  and  e«fe^  ■  -"      •  ■■   •  '    '•  ^ 
Andihe,  departnig,'  find  ano&A  home.     •;•>•''     • 

To  whom  Telemachto,  difbcetei  rallied}. 
I  fwear  by  Jove,  and  by  my  fithefi  VK)e%  •■•    4l'(*> 

Who- either  hath  decrafed  f^  firora.  his  bdme^ 
Or  fives  a  wand'rer,  that  I- ioterpofe^ 
Mo  hindrance  to  her  nnplials.     £«t:her  weflt   >   > 
Who-offisps  rao&,  atad- eveni  whom  flMvBk.  '   ". 

But  todifinifvhetiinddy  weiea  decfl'^  .■•■'4'$ 

UnfiliaL— That  I  dare  not-M3od  forlrid;!: 
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So  fpake  Telemacbus.     Then  Pallas  ftt-utk 
The  fuitors  with  delirium ;  wide  they  firetch'd    : 
Their  jaws  with  unipoDtaneour  laughter  loud ; 
Their  meat  dripp'd  blood ;  tears  fiU'd  their  eyes,  and  dit« 
Prefages  of  approadung  woe,  their  hearts.  '     .      .    41 1 
Then  thus  the  prophet  •  Theocljrmenvia.  •  ■      .  ■ 

Ah  miferable  men !  what  turfe  .is  this-  , 
That  takes  you  now .'  night  wraps  itfelf  arolind      ,         .', 
Your  faces,  bodies,  limb;;  the :palac«  flukes  1     J  ■/■    '41'^ 
With  peals  of  gtoatis— »nd  oh,  *hat/flodd3  y*  weep !  '  •  -■ 
I  fef  the  walls  and  arches  dappled  thidt     '.'■' 
With  gore;  the  veftibule  is  thrang'd,  the  court  ; 
On  all  fides  tbtong'd  with  appaKtionsgtim    . 
Of  flaugbt^d  metl  £nking  into  tht  ^loom  43d 

Of  Erebus ;  the  flin  i&  blotted  out    <      . 
JTroro  heav'n,  aijd  midnight  .whelms  you  premature^ . 

He  faid,  they,/hie»ring,  .Imigyd ;  and  thus  th(!  fon 
Of  Polybus,  Eurymachtisxeplied, 

This  wandVer  from  i  diftant  ihact  hath  left\       '  43  j 
His  wits  behind,  .  Hoa  Iberel  <^ndudfaitn  hence 
Inte  the  forum^  jfincehedireams  it  riighti-    • '  ■,  1  •.■•., 
Already,  tearh  him  there  that  It  is  day.       .  !~      '.ii    " 

Then  anfwei'd  godlike  Tbedclymenus.    :  .         I  .  ~ 

I  have  no  need,  Eurymachns,  of  guides^       .  .  440 

To  lead  me  hence^  for  I  have  eyes  and:ears, .;  1  <     '.' 

Jhe  ufe  of  both  my.£eet,rand  of  a  mind     < 

*  Who  had  fought  refuge  in  die  fhip  of  Tdemachus  when  he  left  Sput^  and 
mine  with  him  to  Ithaca. 
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In  no  leCpeSt  irrational  or  wild. 

Thefe  Ihall  conduA  me  forth,  for  well  I  know 

That  evil  threatens  you,  fuch,  too,  as  none  .  .  445 

Shall  'fcape  of  all  the  fuitors,  whofe  delight 

Is  to  infult  the  unofiending  gueft 

Received  beneath  this  hofpitable  roof. 

He  faid,  and,  iiTuing  from  the  palace,  fought 
Piraeus'  houfe,  who  gladly  welcom'd  him.  459 

Then  all  the  fuitors  on  each  other  caft 
A  look  lignificant,  and,  to  provoke 
Telemachus  the  more,  fieer'd  at  his  guefts. 
Of  whom  a  youth  thus,  infolent,  began. 

No  living  wight,  Telemachus,  had  e'er  455 

Guefis  fuch  as  thine.     Witnefs,  we  know  not  who, 
This  hungry  vagabond,  whofe  means  of  life 
Are  none,  and  who  hath  neither  fkill  nor  force 
To  earn  them,  a  mere  burthen  on  the  ground. 
Witnefs  the  other  alfo,  who  upftarts  460 

A  prophet  fuddenly.     Take  my  advice ; 
I  counfel  wifely ;  fend  them  both  on  board 
Some  gallant  bark  to  Sicily  for  fale ; 
Thus  fhall  they  fomewhat  profit  thee  at  laft. 

So  fpake  the  fuitors,  whom  Telemachus  465 

Heai<t  unconcern'd,  and,  filent,  look'd  and  look'd 
Toward  his  father,  watching  ftill  the  time 
When  he  ihould  puniih  that  licentious  thtong. 
Meantime,  Icarius'  daughter,  who  had  placed 
Her  fplendid  feat  oppolite,  heard  diftind  470 

3  0  Their 
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Their  tavinting  fpeeches.  ■  They,  with  noify  mirth, 

Feafted  delicioufly,  for  they  had  flain 

Many  a  fat  viftim ;  but  a  fadder  feaft 

Than,  foon,  the  Goddefs  and  the  warrior  Chief 

Should  furoilh  for  them,  none  (hall  ever  Ihare,  475 

Of  which  their  crimes  had  furnifh'd  firft  the  caufe. 
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OP      T  H  X 


TWENTY-FIRST        BOOK. 


Penelope  prices  to  the  futtors  a  conteft  with  the  bow,  herCelf 
the  prize.  -They  prove  unable  to  benfl  the  bow ;  when  Ulyfles 
harmg  with  ibme  difficulty  poiTelTed  himfelf  of  it,  manages  it  with 
the  utmoll  eafe,  and  dilpatches  his  arrow  through  twelve  nngs 
created  for  the  trial. 


BOOK        XXI. 

MINERVA  now,  Goddefs  cserulean-eyed. 
Prompted  Icarius*  daughter,  the  difcrete 
Penelope,  with  bow  and  rings  to  prove 
Her  fuitore  in  PlyiTes'  courts,  a  game 
Terrible  in  concluiion  to  them  all.  j 

Firft,  taking  in  her  hand  the  brazen  key 
Well-forged,  and  fitted  with  an  iv'ry  graip, 
Attended  by  the  women  of  her  train 
She  fought  her  inmbft  chamber,  the  recefs 
In  which  ihe  kept  the  treafutes  of  her  Lord,  lo 

His  brafs,  his  gold,  and  fieel  elaborate. 
Here  lay  his  ftubborn  bow,  and  quiver  fill'd 
With  num'rous  Ihafte,  a  fatal  ftore.     That  bow 

3  Q  »  He 
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He  had  received  and  quiver  ftom  the  hand 

Of  godlike  Iphitus  Bury  tides,  15 

Whom,  in  *  Meflenia,  in  the  hoxife  he  met 

Of  brave  Orfilochus.     Ulyffes  came 

Demanding  payment  of  arrearage  due 

From  all  that  land ;  for  a  MeiTenian  fleet 

Had  borne  from  Ithaca  three  hundred  Iheep,  '     20 

With  all  their  Ihepherds ;  for  which  caufe,  era  yet 

Adult,  he  voyaged  to  that  diftant  Ihbre, ' 

Deputed  by  his  (ire,  and  by  the  Chiefe 

Of  Ithaca,  to  make  the  juft  demand. 

But  Iphitus  had  thither  come  to  feek  25 ' 

Twelve  mares  and  twelve  mule  colts  which  he  had  loft, 

A  fearch  that  coft  him  ibon  a  bloody  death. 

For,  coming  to  the  houfe  of  Hercules 

The  valiant  talk-performing  fon  of  Jove, 

He  perilh'd  there,  flain  by  his  cruel  hoft  36 

Who,  heedlefs  of  heavli's  wrath,  and  of  the  rights 

Of  his  own  board,  firft  fed,  then  flaughter'd  him ; 

For  in  iis  houfe  the  mares  and  colts  were  hidden. 

He,-  therefore,  occupied  in  that  concern. 

Meeting  Ulyffes  there,  gave  him  the  bow  35 

Which,  erft,  huge  Eurytus  had  borne,  and  which 

Himfelf  had  from  his  dying  fire  received. 

Ulyfles,  in  return,  on  him  beftowed 

A  fpear  and  fword,  pledges  of  future  love 


*  A  province  of  LaconU. 
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And  hofpitality  J  but  never  mpre   .I;  '  40 

They  met  each  other  at  the  friendly  bqard. 

Fori  ere  that  hour . arrived]  the  fpn,  of  Jove 

Slew  his  own  gueft,  the  godlike  Iphitus. 

Thus  came  the  how  int<>  Ulyffes'.han^s,  . 

Which,  never  in  his  gallant  bar)L$  he  bore  45 

To  battle  with  himi  (though  he  v&d  it  oft 

In  times  of  peace)  but  left  it  fafcly.  ftoted 

At  home,  a  dear  memorial  pf  his  friend. 

Soon  as,  divineft  of  her  fex,  arrived 
At  that  fame  chamber,  with  her  foot  flie  prefs'd  50 

The  oaken  threlhold  bright,  on  which  the  band 
Of  no  mean  architeift  had  ftretct^'d  the  line,, 
Who  had  erefted  alfo.  on  each  fvie. 
The  pofts  on  which  the  ^ileijdid  portals  huijg. 
She  loos'd  the  ring  and  brace,  then  introduced  jj, 

The  key,  and  *  aiming  at  them  &om  without, 
Struck  back,  the  bolts.     The  portals,  at  that  firoke,. 
Sent  forth  a  tone  deep  as  the  paftured  bull's,    ^ 
And  flew  wide  open.     She,,  afcending,  next> 
The  elevated  floor  on  which,  the  chefls.  69 

That  held  her  own  fragrant  apparel  ftood,. 
With  lifted  hand  aloft  took  down  the  bow. 
In  its  embroider'd  bow-cale  lafe  endofed. 
Then,  fitting  there,  flie  liy'd  it  oa  her  tnee^  . 

*  The  reader  will  of  couife  cpblerre,  that  the  whoU  of  this  proceS  iitiplie,  a  fort 
of  mechanifm  Ter;  diffcreatftem.thM  wilh.wfaidi  we  are  afqniintni.— The  tnoda. 
tiotl}  1  believei.is  exail.. 
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'Weeping  aloud,  and  diev  it  from  the  caft.  6$ 

Thus  weeping  over  it  long  tinie  flie  fat," 

'Till  fatiate,  at  the  laft,  witti  grief  and  tears, 

Defcending  by  the  palace  ftepe  fce  fei^ht 

Again  the  haughty  fuirors,  with  the  bow 

Elaftic,  and  thd  quiver  in  her  hand  70 

Replete  with  pointed  {hafcs,  a  ileadly  fiore. 

Her  maidens,  as'  (he  went,  bore  aftor  her 

A  coSFer  fill'd  with  prizes  by  her  Lord;  .  ■•■ 

Much  brafs  and  fted ;  aiid  when  at  length  Ihe  omse, 

Lovelieft  of  women,  •where  the  fuitbn  fat,  TS 

Between  the  pillars  of  the  ftately  dome 

Paufing,  before  her  beauteous  face  flie  hdd 

Her  lucid  veil,  and  by  two  matrons  cfaa^ 

Supported,  the  aflemhly  thus  addre&'d. 

■    Ye  noble  fuitors  hear,  who  rudely  haunt  80 

This  palace  of  a  Chief  lohgabfent  hence, 

Whofe  fubttance  ye  have  ri&wlong  time  confumed. 

Nor  palliative'have  yet  contrived,  or  conld. 

Save  your  amhitiomo  make  me  a'bridc- — ' 

Attend  this  game  tO"whith  1  call  you  forth.  85 

Now  fuitors !  prove  yourielves  with  this  huge  bow 

Of  wide-renown'd  Dlyffes ;  he  Trtio  tlraws 

Ealieft  the  bow,  and  who  his  arrow  fends 

Through  twice'-fix  rings,  he  takesme  to  his  home. 

And  I  muft  leave  this  maniioa  of  my  youth  $0 

PleMcousj  imigaifioent,  wliidi,  idaubtlefs,  oft 

I  fliall  remember  even  in  my  dreams.      ., 

So 
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So  faying,  fliq  bade  Eumseus  lay  the  bow 
Before  them,  and  the  twice  fix  rings  of  fleel. 
He  wept,  received  them,  and  obey'd ;  nor  wept  gj 

The  herdfman  lefs,.  feeing  the  bow  which  erft 
His  Lord  had  occupied ;  when  at  their  tears 
Indignant,  thus^  Antinoiis  began. 

Ye  rural  drones,  whofe  purblind  eyes  fee  not 
Beyond  the  prefent  hour,  egregious  fools  1  109 

Why  weeping  trouble  ye  the  Queen,  too  mvch 
Before  affli(5ted  for  her  huiband  loft } 
Either  partake  the  banquet  filently. 
Or  elfe  go  weep  abroadi  leaving  the  boW» 
That  ftubborn  teft,  to  us-;  for  noncj  I  judge,  105 

None  here  fliatt  bend  this  polifhy  bow  with  eafe, 
Since  in  this  whole  aflbmbly  I  difcem 
None  like  Ulyfles,  whcsn  myfelf  have  fcexi- 
And  recoiled,  though  1  was  then  a  boy. 

He  faid,  but  in  his  heart,  meantime,  the  hope  lid 

Cherilh'd,  that  he  flibuld  bend,  hilnfeli^  the  bow. 
And  pafs  the  rings ;  yet  was  Tie  deftin'd  firit 
Of  all  that  company  to  tafte  the  fleel 
Of  brave  Ulyfles'  Ihaft,  whom  in  that  hoii& 
He  had  fo  oft  dilhonour'd,  and  had  urged'  115 

So  oft  all  otheis  to  the  like  oSencel  i        ■ 

Amidft  them,  then^  the  iacred might  arofe   :  .. 
Of  young  Telemachus,  who  thus  began.' 

Satumiaa  Jove  queftionleis  hath  deprived 
Me  of  all  realbiw    Kfy  own  mecher,  famld^ '  1 20 

For 
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For  wifdom  as  Ihe  is,  makes  known  to  aU 

Her  purpofe  to  abandon  this  abode 

And  follow  a  iiew  mate,  while,  heedlefs,  I 

Trifle  and  laugh  as  I  were  ftill  a  child. 

But  come,  ye  fuitors!  fince  the  prize  is  fucH,  125 

A  woman,  like  to  whom  none  can  be  found 

This  day  in  all  Achaia ;  on  the  Ihores 

Of  facred  Pylus;  in  the  cities  proud' 

Of  Argos  or  Myceme;  or  even  here 

In  Ithaca;  or  yet  within  the  walls  130 

Of  black  Epirus  j  and  fince  this  yourfelves 

Know  alfo,  wherefore  fliould  I  fpeak  her  praife  ( . 

Come  then,  delay  not,  wafte  ^not  time  ill  Tain 

Excufes,  turn  not  fix>m  the  proof,  but  bend 

The  bow,  that  thus  the  ifliie  may  be  known.  135 

I  alfo  will,  myfelf,  that  tafk  efiay; 

And  Ihould  I  bend  the  bow,  and  ^afs  the  rings. 

Then  (hall  not  my  iUuftrious  mother  leave 

Her  fon  forlorn,  /orlaking  this  abode 

To  follow  a  new  Ipbufe,  while  I  remain  140 

Difconfolate,  although  of  age  to  bear, 

Succefsful  as  my  fire,  the  prize  away. 

60  faying,  he,  ftarted  from  his  feat,  caft  oS 
.  His  purple  dbak,  and  lay'd  his  fword  afide*- 
Then  fix'd,  himfdf,  the  rings,  furrowing  the  earth      145 
By  line,  and  op'ning  one  long  trench  for  all. 
And  ftamping  dofe  the  glcJbe.     Amazement  feized 
AU  prefent,  fedog  with  how  pnnnpt  a  fkill 

He 
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He  executed,  though  uQlaught,  ,hi«  talk.  ;■  c  . 

Then,  hading  to  the  portal,  there  he  flood,  i  .■  •  ;  ,>lfio 
Thrice,  ftruggling,  he  eflay'dto  bend  Iheb^vy,'"     _■ - 
And  thrice  defifted,  hoping  ftill  to  draW    ■  '.    '  ■  •    :  1 
The  *bow-ftring  hortie,  and  fljoot  through  ^  the  rings. 
And  now  the  fourth  time  ftriving  withfisll.fojce 
He  had  pr«vail'd  to  firing  it,  biit  his  fire     .  ■  <  155 

Forbad  his  eager  eSbrts  by  a  fign;         •       '        ■        i    1 
Then  thus  the  royal  youth  to  all- aroundT^     '  '  •  ■ 

Gods !  either  I  fliall  prove  of  little  force 
Hereafter,  and  for  manly  feats  unipt^ 
Or  I  am  yet  too  young,  and  have  not  ftrength:   ,         160 
To  quell  the  aggreffoi's  contumdy.     But  come-*— 
(For  ye  have  ftrength  furpafEng  mine)  try  ye 
The  bow,  and  bring  this  conteft  to  an  end. 

He  ceas'd,  and  fet  the  bow  down  on  the  floor, 
Reclining  it  againft  the  ftiaven  pannels  fmooth  165 

That  lined  the  wall  t  the  arrow  next  he  place^ 
Leaning  againft  the  bow's  bright-poliih'd  horoi, 
And  to  the  feat,  whence  he  had  ris'n,  retutn'd. 
Then  thus  Eupithes'  fon,  Antinoiis  fpake. 

My  friends!  come  forth  fucceffive  from  the  t right. 
Where  he  who  minifters  the  cup  begins.  171 

*  This  firft  ittempt  of  Telemachus  2nd  the  fuitors  V2S  not  an  attempt  to  OuKJtt 
but  to  lodge  the  bow-ftring  on  the  oppoTite  horn,  the  bow  having  been  releafed  at 
one  end,  and  Qaclcened  while  it  was  laid  bj. 

f  Antinoijs  prefcribes  to  them  this  manner  of  riling  to  the  trial  for  the  good 
•null's  fitlce,  the  left-hand  being  held  unpropitious. 
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So  fpake  Antinolu,  and  hit  coiin&l  pleafed. 
'then,  firft,  Leiodes,  CEndp'6  font  alrdfei 
He  was  their  ibothfayer,  and  eVBlr  ftt 
Belide  the  beakej",  ii^oft  of  theni  all-.  lyj 

To  hifi^  idone,  of  i&,  'liomttoiiB  deeds 
Were  odiciis,  atiit.  With  indigiiiicidn  fire<l> 
He  witriefs'd  the  iEXce0i»  of  tbi  reft. 
He  then  took  fdreiblioft  op  the  fliaft  and  bow, 
And,  ftation'd  at  the  poroil,  flrove  to  bend  1180 

But  Bent  it  hot,  fatigning,  iirft,  his  hands 
Delicateattd  unctiiftoinM  to'the  tt^ 
Heceaf^,  Snd' the'ifiemWy  thus  Wfpake- 

My '  friesds,  I  ijieed  not ;  let  another  ttrf- ;  . 

For  hiahy'Priftcis  (hall'tbi*  bOW;4f! life 'iStj 

■  fiereave, '  ifinte' dea^  mwe- digiWe-ieeinj, 
'Far  rnor^^awn'lors'of  bck','«Nrf-n'ki>m-«e  mm 
Continual  herte,  expefting  ftillthe  fftize; 
sdtiie'fuitbiv' haply,  al!  this  iUblnent,  htlpss 
T^at  i>e  l6all  wed  whom  long'he*ath'defir*d,  i  sgo 

UlySes* -Wife,  Penelope ;  let  him 
Effay  tie  bbw,  4nd,  trial  made,  a<!Wrefs 
tiisj^ufel  offers  to  fame  ether  fAir 
Amoiig  thi  long-ftol«d  t'rineefles  of -Greece, 
This  PrinceiS  Waving  his,  wliofeprofier'd  gifts  r.jjj 

Shall  pleaft  tier  tooft,  and  Whom  the  Fates  <*dain.,    , 

He  faidj  14114  fet  the  bow  down  oh  (he  (tear, 
Reclining  ft-a^hft''the  fltiven  Jiiutiiels  fmooth 
That  lined  the  wail;- the  arrow,  nexty  he  placed, 

'  •  Leaning 
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^Leaning  agiinftitbe  bow's  bright-polUh'd  borni  .;io.» 

Andi  to  theife»t  whence  l»iai  nstn.retiirn'd. 

Thmihim  Anrijioiif,  lingry,  thus  lepiaived..  ;  :  ■ 

-What  wonj,  teipde?,  ;gta«ing.,to  ours?ys 
'Hath  feap'd  thyjjips?  I  tegrjt  Vpth  cKfiJain. 
•Shai  thisbo'w;fet^pwyotoj||»!uiyja»ri4ioe,  apj 

Becaufe  thou  hjft,  -  thyf^,  (qoi^fcetde  j«oT«d 
'To  beitdiit.' ,ab.     Thoa.,w»ft''>P',l?P™Sl*>.?'*')<l 
'T^iuiipliant.fao^,  or  to  XxeEt  the  OaSt, 
.But  here, are  nobler' wbo'fttittfooa  ;pMv^l. 

:  He ^faid^:  aad  t»  ^4elaMhio^:g^Ye  pbiaS^xand,        '    .s;e* 
'  The  goatrherd.  .  :H«aQe, .  MtlaWh^us^i  tSndle  Sfe  ; 
; : Befidei it  iplaeiH  Vith; ileeoes'f^^ltaa, ; a  fonti 

of  length  commodious  $  ;&«tm  wi<J}in,  procdjv 
.A  large  round  icak«;of^l«ot  BaitvTrtaii^iph 

When  we  have  chafed  fOad.fiippted  Q>s  tnfig\how       ^li 

Before  :the  6re,  we  Jl>iU  a^jaineffiiy 
I  To  bind  .it,  and  decide, the  doubtfol  Aiife.   ■  ,  ' 

Me  endedii  atidiM^IaqdUus,  .kifuUing  fire 

Belide  it  placed,  with  fleeces  fpcqad,  a  form 

Of  length  commodious;  next,  he  brought  a  cate        220 

>  Ample-4nd<Eoundof.:fuet  from  within, 

>  With  whichi  they  diafed  the  bow,,  thea  tried  again 
To-bend»;  but  bent  it  not ; .  {iiperior  ftreogth 

.  To  theirs  diat  tails  required.     Yet  two,  the  reft 

111  force  furpa^ing,  made  no  trial  yet,  425 

.  Antinous,  and  Eurymachus  the  brave.  • 

3  B>  2  Then 
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.  ■  Then  wenttfae  bsrdiman  and  tbeifwiile-herd  forth.. 

Togethe)';  aflira  whom,  the  ^ottions  Chief 

Himfelf  the  houfe  kfti  Mo,  and  when  MUi 

Without  the  court  had  m^ty. 'with  gentle  4>eich  230 

Ulyfles,  then,  the  faithful  pairioddiefit'd. 

Herdfman!  and  thoti^  EutnxneriJ  fliali  (  keep 
A  certain  fecret  clqfe,  or  Ihffi  UfeHc   .      r    . 
Outright  >  my  'fjMrit  pibix^S-inev  .and.  I  vriU> 
What  welcome  ihould  Wyflnat  yoUr.  hands  235 

Receive,  arriving,  fuddantyat  hom^     .,  •  1 
Some  God  his  guide  ?  xroqld  ye  the  fuitorS'Sid, 
Or  would  ye  aid  OlyflesJ^aniCiKr-tracv.        .' 

Then  thus  theiohitf 'inntidanii^tf  hit  hccdt.  I 
Would  Jove  bo«  grant  me  OifOeOte^^tht  <■■•  :  440 

Once  more  theiltsKV  and>itobld  fbrne^kind  BtWf  - 
Reftore  him,  I  wonld^fheMlbe^  fiion-in  arm' 
Strenuous  to  ferve  him,''ii»diX''d*uMteft  heatt.  - 

Eumaeus,  ^Of.fepvonriy  in:^red- '. 
The  Gods  in  pray*!,  ttM  they  woidil  render  back  145 

Ulyfles  to  his  home.     He,  then,  convinced.     .  ■    ' 
Of:  their  unfeigaing  hdneftyy  begani         :    , 

Behold  him!  I  ant  he  myfelf,  aaiv»t  ....  a    ..  •  . 
After  long  fufifrings  io  the  itiwntjtih  .year  !■ - 
I  know  how  welcome  to  youifeWesi.alone   ■  .         11  a5« 
Of  all  my  train  I  come^ifcT  Ibayeheard  ■■:> 

None  others  praying  formy  fife  iretiim. 
I  therefore  tell  yoa  truth;  Ifaould.heav^  fubdue 
•the  fuitors  under  me,  ye  ihaU  receive 

Each 
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Each  at  my  hands  a  bride,  with  lands  and  houfe         155 

Near  to  my  own,  and  ye  ihall  be  thenceforth 

Dear  friends  and  brothera  of  the  Prince  my  fon. 

Lo !  alfo  this'indifputable  proof 

That  ye'may  know  and  truft  me.     View  it  here. 

It  is  the  fear  whiph  in  ParnalTus  eril  260 

(Wherewith  the  fons  I  hunted  of  renown'd 

Autolycus)  I  from  a  boar  received. 

So  faying,  he  ftripp'd  his  tatters,  and  unveil'd 
The  whole  broad  fear ; .  then,  foon  as  they  had  feen 
And  furely  MoDgmzred  tiae  maiSCK  each  ofi  165 

His  arms  around  Ulyilcs,.  wept,  embraced 
And  {H-efs'd  JumitaMsibeiiaEAi'  kiiKng;  Oft 
His  brows  and  £bD«ldec^  nlfaeasoft  theii;haads 
And  forehesisilliftrd, :  noil  kid  .the  iettiog  ftin 
^Beheld  them  iatisficd,  bat  UiM  boUfeU         ....  '270 
Ulyflss  thus  adESoniflusditUem,  aod,  {aid: 

Ceafe  now  from  teaka,  lieft  anyj.  tomkig  finth,. 
Mark  and  repoijt  them  to  our  foes  within..:  > ' 
Now,  to  the  hall  again,,  but  one  by  one,. 
Not  all  at  once)  I  foremofi,  thea  yourlHire;,.  175 

And  thift  Ihall  be  the  fign.:    Full  well' I  know 
That,  all  unanimous,  tfacy 'willappofe:  - 
Deliv'ry  of  the  bow  aodihafb  to  me;^ 
But  thou,,  (proceeding  witlv  it  to  jafHsM^  ' 

Eumseus,  noble,  friend !  Ihllt  give  the  bow.  '   zSor 

Into,  my  grafp ;  then  bid  the  women  dofe 
The  mafly  doors,  and  Ihould  the.y  hear,  a  groaiu 
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Or  other  noife  made  by  the  Princes  flint 

Within  the  hall,  let  none  fet  ftep  a,broad. 

But  all  work  filent.   ,  Be  the  palace-door  "aS^ 

Thy  charge,  my  good  PhileetiUs^!  key  it  firfl 

Without  a  moment's  paufe,  and' fix'Vhe*  brace. 

He  ended,  and,  returning  to  tlie  hsjl, 
Refumed  his  feat;  nor.ftay'd  his  fen^nts  long  ^  - 

Without,  but  follow.'d  their  illuftrimislxrfdr  4^0 

.Euryniachus  was  buiily  employ'd 
Tpming  the  bow,  and  chafSng  it  be&re  •_ 
^Thjfjmghtly  blaze,  but,  after 'ill,  cotiid'flad       ..    - 
No  ppw^r  to  bend  it.     Difappointment  wcung 
A  groan  from  his  proud  heaft,  and  tbu9'he%iil. '       .«95 

Alas!  not  only  for  myfelf  rgrj'e^e,  •■,'-■■' 

,But  grieve  for  alL  Nor,  though  I  mourn  \tni'im''  "■'■ 
Of  fuch  a  bride,  mourn  I  that  lofs  alon^  '•  '' 

(For  lovely  preecians  may  be  found  lio  few'  ■  ■■'■  ''i  ' 
In  Ithaca,  and  in  the  neighbour  ifles)  '  -'  "-^^o 
But  fliould  we  fo  inferior  prove  at  laft  >'''•'■  :■-'■   "'■'' 

To  brave  Ulyfles,  that  no  force  of  ours  i  ■:.:: 

Can  bend  his  bow,  we  are  for  ever  Ihamed.  '  '  '   ■ 

To  whom  Aniinous,  thus,  Eupithes' fon. 
Not  fo ;  (as  even  thou  art  well-aiaiired  305 

Thyfelf,  EurymadiUs!)  but  Phoebus  claims 
This  day  his  own.     Who  th«j,  oh  fuch  a  day,  •    '  - 

Would  ftrive  to  bend  it?  Let  it  rather  reft. 

•  The  itr[Mt  tetaa  to  have  been  a  flrap  defigned  to  dofe  the  only  aperture  hj 
which  the  bolt  could  be  difplaced,  and  the  door  opened. 

And 
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And  flioidd  vje  leave  the  rings  where  now  they  ftand, 
I  truft  that  none  eot!ring  Uiyfles'  houfe  310 

Will  dare  difplace  thera.     Cup-bearer,  attend  I 
Serv;e  ^  with  wine,  that,  firft,  libation  made, 
We  may  religioufly  lay  down  the  bow. 
Commaijd  X*.'""  Melanthius,  that  lie  drive 
Hith^^he  faire^  goats  of  all  bis  flocks  ,  315 

^t  dawn  of  day,  that  baming,  firft,  the  thighs 
3*0  the,et)i{;real  archer,  we  may  make 
JJew.  trijl,  md  decide,  at,length,  the  ftrife. 
So  fpake  AijtitKnis,  and  his  cbunfel  pleafed. 

-The  heralds,  ;.then,  poutfd  water  on  their  hands,         320 
While  yqmhs  orqwn'd  high  the  goblets  which  they  bore 
Erpip  rig^lt  to,le|t,  ^ftribating  to  all.    '    '       ;~      "  '- 
Wh^n  e^h  had  ma&' libation,  and  had  drunk 

-.Till.srdl  fulBced,  then,  artfiii  to  eSfeA  '  ' ' 

I  His  ^rewd.defigns,,  ITlylies  thus  began.         •  jjj 

Hear,  O  ye  fuitors  of  th'.Uiuftrious  Queen,  *  ' 

My  bofom's  dictates.    .  But  I  Ihall  entreat 

,  Chiefly,  purymachosaqd  the  godlike  youth 
Antinoiis,  whofe  ^yice  is  wifely  giv'n. 

Tamper  no  longer  with. the  bowj  but  leave  330 

-  The.jmatter  with  the  Gods,  who  Ihalf  decide 
The,|trife  to-morrow,  fiiv'ring  whom  they  will. 

...Mesintime,  grant  me  the  polifli'd  bow,  that'l' 

■  ■■       ■■     ■■*■■■  ' ^^     ••''■  1.  .    li'-,     fi     ,  '■ 
May  trial  make  among  you  of  my  force, 

^.If  I  ret^ait^#ill  iqlike  degtee  335 

.AjS  erft,  01;  wl^ether  wand'ring  an(^  defeift  -"    ' 

■    "   '■''''■■  -  Of 
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Gf  nouriftiment  have  worn  it  all  away. 

He  faid,  whom  they  with  indignation  heard 
Extreme,  alarm'd  left  he  ftiould  bend  the  bow. 
And  fternly  thus  Antinoiis  replied.  340 

Defperate  vagabond !  ah  wretch  deprived 
Of  reafon  utterly !  art  not  content .' 
Efieem'ft  it  not  diftinflion  proud  enough 
To  feaft  with  us  the  nobles  of  the  land .' 
None  robs  thee  of  thy  (hare,  thou  witneflTeft  345 

Our  whole  difcourfe,  which,  fave  thyfelf  alone. 
No  needy  vagrant  is  aUow*d  to  hear. 
Thou  art  befool'd  by  wine,  as  tnany  have  been. 
Wide-throated  drinkers,  unreftrain'd  by  rule. 
Wine  in  the  manfion.  of  the  mighty  Chief  350 

Pirithous,  made  the  valiant  Centaur  mad 
Eurytion,  at  the  •  Lapithsean  feaft. 
He  drank  to  drunkenness,  and  being  drunk, 
Committed  great  enormities  beneath 
Pirithous'  roof,  and  fnch  as  filTd  with  rage  355 

The  Hero-guefts,  who  therefore  by  his  feet 
Dragg'd  him  right  through  the  veftibule,  ainerced 
Of  nofe  and  ears,  and  he  departed  thence 
Provoked  to  frenzy  by  that  foul  difgrace, 
Whence  war  between  the  human  kind  arois  360 

*  When  Pirithou,,  one  of  the  Lapidue,  married  Hippodamia,  daughter  of  Adrat- 
tus,  he  invited  the  Centaurs  to  the  wedding.  The  Centaur,,  intoxicated  with  wine» 
attempted  to  ravilh  the  wives  of  the  Lapitbae,  who^  in  relientinent  of  tha  infidt,  flew 
tbetn. 

And 
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And  the  bold  Centaurs— but  he  firft  incurred 

B7  his  ebriety  that  mulfl  fevere. 

Great  evil,  alfo,  if  thou- bend  the  bowj 

To  thee  1  prophecy ;  for  thou  Ihalt  find 

Advocate  or  proteflor  none  in  all  365 

This  people,  but  we  will  difpatch  thee  hence 

Incontinent  on  board  a  fable  bark. 

To  Echetus,  the  rcoui;ge  of  human  kind, 

From  whom  is  no  efcape.     Drink  then  in  peace, 

And  conteft  lliun  with  younger  men  than  thou,  370 

Him  anfwer'd,  then,  Penelope  difcrete, 
Antinoijs  ! '  neither  feemly  were  the  deed- 
Nor  juft,  to  maim  01  harm  whatever  gueft 
Whom  here  arrived  Telemachus  receives. 
Canft  thou  expecSl,  that  Ihoidd  he  even  prove  375 

Stronger  than  ye,  and  bend  the  mafly  bow. 
He  will  condu(5t  me  hence  to  his  own  home. 
And  make  me  his  own  bride .'  No  fuch  defign 
His  heart  conceives,  or  hope ;  nor  let  a  dread 
So  vain  the  mind  of  any  overcloud  380 

Who  banquets  here,  fince  it  dilhonours  me. 

So  (he ;  to  whom  Eurymachus  reply'd. 
Offspring  of  Polybus.     O  matchlefs  Queen ! 
Icarius'  prudent  daughter !  none  fufpeiSs 
That  thou  wilt  wed  with  him;  a  mate  fo  mean  385 

Should  ill  become  thee ;  but  we  fear  the  tongues 
Of  either  fex,  left  fome  Achaian  fay 
Hereafter,  (one  inferior  far  to  us) 

3  S  Ah! 
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Ah !  how  unworthy  are  they  to  compare 

With  him  whole  wife  they  feek !  to  bend  his  bow       390 

Pafs'd  all  their  pow^,  yet  this  poor  vagabond. 

Arriving  froni  what  country  none  can  tell, 

Bent  ic  with  eafe,  and  Ihot  through  all  the  rings. 

So  will  they  fpeak,  and  fo  ihall  we  be  fliamed. 

Then  anfwer,  thus,  Penelope  retum'd.  395 

No  fair  report,  Eurymachus,  attends      • 
Their  names  or  can,  who,  riotous  as  ye. 
The  houfe  diflionour,  and  confume  the  wealth 
Of  fuch  a  Chief.     Why  fliame  ye  thus  your/elves  f 
The  gueft  is  of  athletic  frami,  well  form'd,  400 

And  large  of  linib ;  he  boaAs  him  alfo  fprung 
From  noble  anceftry.     Come  then— confent— 
Give  him  the  bow,  that  we  may  fee  the  proof; 
For  thus  I  fay,  and  thus  will  I  perform  ; 
Sure  as  he  bends  it,  and  Apollo  gives  405 

To  him  that  glory,  tunic  fair  and  cloak 
Shall  be  his  meed  from  me,  a  javelin  keen 
To  guard  him  againft  men  and  dogs,  a  fword 
Of  double  edge,  and  fandals  for  his  feet. 
And  I  will  fend  him  whither  moft  he  would.  410 

Her  anfwer'd  then  prudent  Telemachus. 
Mother — the  bow  is  mine ;  and,  fave  myfelf, 
No  Greek  hath  right  to  give  it,  or  refufe. 
None  who  in  rock-bound  Ithaca  poflefs 
Dominion,  none  in  the  fteed-paftured  ifles  415 

Of  Elis,  if  I  chofe  to  make  the  bow 

His. 
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His  own  for  ev&r,  flioidd  that  choice  controul. 

But  thou  into  the  houfe  repairing,  ply 

Spindle  and  loom,  thy  province,  an|i  enjoin 

Diligence  to  thy  maidens ;  for  the  bow  429 

Is  man's  concern  alone,  and  fliall  be  mine 

Efpecially,  fince  1  am  mafter  here. 

She  heard  aftonifh'd,  and  the  prudent  fpeech 
Repofing  of  her  fon  deep  in  her  heart. 
Withdrew;  then  mounting  with  her  female  train        425 
To  her  fuperior  chamber,  there  flie  wept 
Her  loft  Ulyffes,  'till  Minerva  bathed 
With  balmy  dews  of  fleep  l>er  weary  lids. 
And  now  the  noble  fwine-herd  bore  the  bow 
Toward  Ulyffes,  but  with  one  voice  all  430 

The  fuitors,  clamorous,  reproved. the  deed. 
Of  whom  a  youth,  thus,  infolent  exclaim'd. 

Thou  clumfy  fwine-herd,  whither  bear'ft  the  bow. 
Delirious  wretch  ?  the  hounds  that  thou  haft  train'd 
Shall  eat  thee  at  thy  folitary  home  435 

Ere  long,  let  but  Apollo  prove,  at  laft, 
Propitious  to  us,  and  the  Pow'rs  of  heav'n. 

So  they,  whom  hearing  he  replaced  the  bow 
Where  erft  it  ftood,  terrifiofl  at  the  found 
Of  fuch  loud  menaces ;  on  the  other  lide  440 

Telemachus  as  loud  affail'd  his  ear. 

Friend !   forward  with  the  bow ;  or  foon  repent 
That  thou  obey'dft  the  many.     I  will  elfe 
With  huge  ftones  drive  thee,  younger  as  I  am, 
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Back  to  the  field.     My  ftrength  farpaffes  thine.  445 

I  would  to  heav'n  that  I  in  force  excell'd 
As  far,  and  prowefs,  every  fuitor  here  I 
So  would  I  foon  give  rude  difmiffion  hence 
To  fome,  who  live  but  to  imagine  harm. 

He  ceafed,  whofe  words  the  fuitois  laughing  heard, 
And,  for  their  fake,  in  part  their  wrath  refign'd  45 1 

Againft  Telemachus ;  then  through  the  hall 
Eumxus  bore,  and  to  Ulyffes'  hand 
Confign'd  the  bow ;  next,  fummoning  abroad 
The  ancient  nurie,  he  gave  her  thus  in  charge.  455 

It  is  the  pleafore  of  Telemachus, 
Sage  Eurydea !  that  thou  key  fccure 
The  doors ;  and  Ihould  ye  hear,  perchance,  a  groan 
Or  other  noife  made  by  the  Princes  ihut 
Within  the  hall,  let  none  look,  curious,  forth,  460 

But  each  in  quietnefspurfue  her  work. 

So  he ;  nor  flew  his  words  iifelefs  away, 
But  Ihe,  incontinent,  fliut  faft  the  doors. 
Then,  noifelefs,  fprang  Philoetius  forth,  who  clofed 
The  portals  alfo  of  the  palace-court.  465 

A  ftiip-rope  of  .Egyptian  reed,  it  chanced, 
Lay  in  the  veftibule ;  with  that  he  braced 
The  doors  fecurely,  and  re-entring  fiU'd 
Again  his  feat,  but,  watchful,  eyed  his  Lord. 
He,  now,  aflayitig  with  his  hand  tlie  bow,  470 

Made  curious  trial  of  it  ev'ry  way. 
And  turn'd  it  on  all  fides,  left  haply  worms 
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Had  in  its  mailer's  abfence  drill'd  the  horn. 
Then  thus  a  fuitor  to  his  next  remarlt'd. 

He  hath  an  eye,  methinks,  exaaiy  jkill'd  47^ 

In  bows,  and  fteals  them ;  or  perhaps,  at  home. 
Hath  fuch  himfelf,  or  feels  a  ftrong  defire 
To  make  them ;  fo  inquifitive  the  rogue 
Adept  in  mifchief,  Ihifts  it  to  and  fro ! 

To  whom  another,  infolent,  replied.  4:80 

I  wilh  him  like  profperity  in  all' 
His  efforts,  as  attends  his  efibrt  made 
On  this  fame  bow,  which  he  Ihall  never  bend. 

So  they ;  but  when  the  wary  Hero  wife 
Had  made  his  hand  familiar  with  the  bow  485 

Poiiing  it  and  examining— at  once^— 
As  when  in  harp  and  fong- adept,  a  bard 
Unlab'ring  ilrains  the  chord  to  a  new  lyre,  ■ 
The  twifted  entrails  of  a  fheep  below 
With  fingers  nice  inferting,  and  above,  490 

With  fuch  facility  Ulyfles  bent 
His  own  huge  bow;  and  with  his  right  hand  play'd 
The  nerve,  which  in  its  quick  vibration  fang 
Clear  as  the  fwallow's  voice.     Keen  anguifh  feized 
The  fuitorsi  wan  grew  ev'ry  cheek,  and  Jove  495 

Gave  him  his  rolling  thunder  for  a  fign. 
That  omen,  granted  to  him  by  the  fon 
Of  wily  Saturn,  with  delight  he  heard. 
He  took  a  Ihaft  that  at  the  table  fide 
Lay  ready  drawn ;  but  in  his  quiver's  womb  500 
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The  reft  yet  flept,  by  thofe  Achaians  proud 

To  be,  ere  long,  experienced.     True  he  lo4g'd 

The  arrow  on  the  centre  of  the  bow, 

And,  occupying  ftill  his  feat,  drew  home 

Nerve  and  notch'd  arrow-head ;  with  ftedfaft  fight      505 

He  aimed  and  fent  it ;  right  through  all  the  rings 

From  firft  to  laft  the  fteel-charged  weapon. flew 

Ifluing  beyond,  and  to  bis  fon  he  fpake. 

Thou  need'ft  not  blulh,  young  Prince,  to  have  received 
A  gueft  like  me ;  neither  my  arrow  fwerved,  510 

Nor  laboured  I  long  time  to  draw  the  bow ; 
My  ftrength  is  unimpair'd,  not  fuch  as  thefe 
In  fcom  affirm  it.     But  the  waning  day 
Calls  us  to  fupper,  *  after  which  fucceeds 
Jocund  variety,  the  fong,  the  harp,  515,' 

With  all  that  heightens  and  adorns  the  feaft. 

He  faid,  and  with  his  brows  gave  him  the  fign. 
At  once  the  fon  of  the  illuftijous  Chief 
Slimg  his  keen  faulchion,  grafp'd  his  fpear,  and  flood 
Arm'd  bright  for  battle  at  his  father's  fidp.  520 

•  This  itan  inftance  of  the  Z«p*«»io*  /««A»  t»i»»  mentioned  in  Boole  XX. ;  fuch 
as,  perhaps,  could  not  be  eafUjr  paralleled.  I  quefiion  if  there  he  a  pal%e,  either  in 
antient  or  modern  tragedy,  fo  truly  terrible  as  this  feeming  levity  of  Ulyffes,  in  the 
moment  when  he  was  going  to  begin  the  llaughter. 
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UlylTes,  with  fome  little  afliftance  from  Telemachus,  Eumxus 
and  Philoetius,  Hays  all  the  fuitors,  and  twelve  of  the  female  fer- 
vants  who  had  allowed  themfelves  in  ilUcit  intercourfe  with  them, 
are  hanged.   Melanthius  alfo  is  punifhed  with  mifeiable  mutilation. 

BOOK         XXII. 

THEN,  girding  up  his  rags,  Ulyfles  fprang 
With  bow  and  fuU-chat^ged  quiver  to  the  door ; 
Loofe  on  the  broad  ftone  at  his  feet  he  pour'd 
His  arrows,  and  the  ftutors,  thus,  befpake. 

This  prize,  though  difficult,  hath  been  atchieved.         5 
Now  for  another  mark  which  never  man 
Struck  yet,  but  I  will  ftrike  it  if  I  may,. 
And  if  Apollo  make  that  glory  mine. 

He  faid,  and  at  Antinoiis  aimed  direiSt 
A  bitter  fhaft ;  he,  purpofing  to  drink,  10 

Both  hands  advanced  toward  the  golden  cup 
Twin-ear'd,  nor  aught  fufpe^led  death  fo  nigh.. 
For  who,  at  the  full  banquet,  could  fufpeA 

That 
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That  any  fingle  gueft,  however  brave, 

Should  plan  his  death,  and  execute  the  blow .'  i  j 

Tet  him  Ulyffes  with  an  arrow  pierced 

Full  in  the  throat,  and  through  his  neck  behind 

Started  the  glitt'ring  point.     Aflant  he  droop'd  j 

Down  fell  the  goblet,  through  his  noftrils  flew 

The  fpouted  blood,  and  fpurning  with  his  foot  20 

The  board,  he  fpread  his  viands  in  the  duft. 

Confufion,  when  they  faw  Antinoiis  fall'n. 

Seized  all  the  fuitors ;  from  the  thrones  they  iprang. 

Flew  ev'ry  way,  and  on  all  fides  explored 

The  palace-walls,  but  neither  ilurdy  lance  25 

As  erft,  nor  buckler  could  they  there  difcern. 

Then,  furious,  to  Ulyfles  thus  they  fpake. 

Thy  arrow,  ftranger,  was  ill-aimed ;  a  man 
Is  no  juft  mark.     Thou  never  ihalt  difpute 
Prize  more.     Inevitable  death  is  thine.  30 

For  thou  haft  flain  a  Prince  nobleft  of  all 
In  Ithaca,  and  Ihalt  be  vultures'  food. 

Various  their  judgments  were,  but  none  believed 
That  he  had  flain  him  wittingly,  nor  faw 
Th'  infatuate  men  fate  hov'ring  o'er  them  all.  35 

Then  thus  Ulyfles,  louring  dark,  replied. 

O  dogs !  not  fearing  aught  my  fafe  return 
From  Ilium,  ye  have  fliorn  my  fubftance  clofe. 
Lain  with  my  women  forcibly,  and  fought. 
While  yet  I  lived,  to  make  my  confort  yours,  40 

Heedlefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  heav'n 
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Alike,  and  of  the  juft  revenge  of  man. 
But  death  is  on  the  wing ;  death  fof  you  all. 

He  faid ;  their  cheeks  all  faded  at  the  found, 
And  each  with  (harpen'd  eyes  fearch'd  ev'ry  nook         ''45 ' 
For  an  efcape  from  his  impending  doom, 
'Till  thus,  alone,  Eurymachus  replied. 

If  thou  indeed  art  he,  the  mighty  Chief 
Of  Ithaca  retuhi'd,  thou  haft  rehears'd 
With  truth  the'  crimes  committed  by  the  Greeks  50 

Frequents  both  in  thy  houfe  and  in  thy  field. 
But  he,  already,  who  was  caufe  of  all. 
Lies  flain,  Antinous ;  he  thy  palace  fillM 
With  outrage,  not  folicitous  fo  much 
To  win  the  fair  Penelope,  but  thoughts  55 

Far  dilTrent  framing,  which  Saturnian  Jove 
Hath  baffled  all ;  to  rule,  himfelf,  fupreme 
In  noble  Ithaca,  when  he  had  kiird 
By  an  infidious  ftratagem  thy  fon. 

But  he  is  flain.     Now  therefore,  fpare  thy  own,  60 

Thy  people;  public  reparation  due 
Shall  furS"  be  thine,  and  to  appeafe  thy  wrath 
For  all  the  wafte  that,  eating,  drinking  here 
We  have  committed,  we  will  yield  thee,  each. 
Full  twenty  beeves,  gold  paying  thee  befide  65 

And  brafs,  'till  joy  (hall  fill  thee  at  the  fight. 
However  juft' thine  anger  was  before. 

To  whom.Ulyfles,  frowning  ftern,  rej^ied. 
Eurymachus,  would  ye  contribute  each 
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His  whole  inheritauce,  and  other  funu  70 

Still  add  befide,  ye  Ihould  not,  even  fo, 

Thefe  hands  of  qiine  bribe  to  abftain  from  bloo4> 

Till  ev'ry  fuitor  fuffer  for  his  wrong. 

Ye  have  your  choice.     Fight  with  me,  or  cfcape 

(Whoever  may)  the  terrours  of  bis  fate,  75 

But  ye  all  perilh,  if  my  thought  be  true. 

,He  ended,  they  with  trembling  knees  and  hearts 
AU  heard,  whom  thus  Eurymachus  addcefs'd. 

To  your  defence,  my  friends  I  fpi:  refpiteooi^ 
Will  he  to  his  vidtocious  hands  afihrd, .  80 

But,  arm'd  with  bow  and  quiver,  will  difpatch . 
Shafts  from  the  door  'till  he  have  (lain  us  all. 
Therefore  to  arms — draw  each  his  fword^-oppofe 
The  tables  to  his  fljafts,  and  all  at  once 
Rulh  on  him ;  that,  dillodging  him  at  leaft  85 

From  portal  and  from  threlhold,  we  may  give 
The  city  on  all  fides  a  loud  alarm. 
So  fliall  this  archer  foon  have  ihot  his  laft. 

Thus  faying,  he  drew  bis  brazen  ^ulchion  keen 
Of  double  edge,  and  with  a  dreadful  cry  *  90 

Sprang  on  him;  but  Ulyfies  with  a  ihaft 
In  that  fame  moment  through  his  bofom  driw'n 
Transfix'd  his  liver,  and  down  dropp'd  his  fword. 
He,  ftaggering  around  his  table,  fell 
Convolv'd  in  agonies,  and  overtum'd  gj 

Both  food  and  wine ;  his  forehead  fmote  the  floor ; 
Woe  fiU'd  his  heart,  and  fuming  with  his  heels 
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His  vacant  feat,  he  Itiook  it  'till  he  died. 

Then,  with  his  faulchion  drawn,  Amphinomus 

Advanced  to  drive  Ulyffes  from  the  door,  io» 

And  fierce  was  his  aflault ;  but,  from  behind, 

Telemachus  between  his  flioulders  fix'd 

A  brazen  lance,  and  urged  it  through  his  breaft. 

Full  on  his  front,  with  hideous  found,  he  fell. 

Leaving  the  weapon  planted  in  his  fpine  i«j 

Back  flew  Telemachus,  left,  had  he  ftood 

Drawing  it  forth,  fome  enemy,  perchance, 

Should  either  pierce  him  with  a  fudden  thruft  ' 

Oblique',  or  hew  him  with  a  downright  edge. 

Swift,  therefore,  to  his  father's  fide  he  ran,  no 

Whom  reaching,  in  wing'd  accents  thus  he  fud. 

My  father !  I  will  now  bring  thee  a  fhield, 
An  helmet,  and  two  fpears ;  1  will  enclofe 
Myfelf  in  armour  alfo,  and  will  give 
Both  to  the  herdfmen  and  Eumseus  arms  115 

Expedient  now,  and  needful  for  us  all. 

To  whom  Ulyfles,  ever  wife,  replied. 
Rnn ;  fetch  them,  while  I  yet  have  arrows  left. 
Left,  fingle,  I  be  jnftled  from  the  door. 

He  faid,  and,  at  his  word,  fcHth  went  the  Prince,     i  jo 
Seeking  the  chamber  where  he  had  fecured 
The  armour.    Thence  he  took  four  fliields,  eight  fpears. 
With  four  hair-crefted  helmets,  charged  with  which 
He  hafted  to  his  father's  fide  again. 
And,  arming  firft  himfelf,  fumifli'd  with  arms  125 

3  T  »  His 
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His  two  attendants.     Then,  all  clad  alike 

Id  fplendid  bra&t  ^icfidB  the. dauntlef&  Chief        ''        ' 

Ulyfles,  his  auxiliars  I  firm  they  flood;' 

He,  while  a  (ing^  atrcrvr  unemploy'd 

Lay  at  his  foot,  right-aimiqg,  evqr  pierced  ■130' 

Some  fuitor  through^  and  heap»  on  heaps  they  feUi  ' 

But  when  his  atrows  fail'd  the  royal  Chief, '  '         '        ■  ■' 

HiS;bow  reclining,  tt  the  portaFs  lide- 

Againft  the  palate-wall,  he  flung,  hlmfelf,      1' 

A  four-fold  buckler  CD  bds  arm,  <h^flx!d:  -  '       3^5 

A  cafque  wbofe.crefl::  waved  awful  oier  Us  bKows'     ' 

On  his  illnftrioys  head,  and  fill'd  his  gripe 

With  two  ftout  fpears,  well-headed,  both,  with  brafs. 

There  was  a  certain  poftern  *  in  the  wall 
At  the  gate-fide,  the  cuftomary  pals  140 

Into  a  narrow  ftreet,  but  barrM  fecure, 
Ulyffes  bade  his  faithful  fwine-herd  watch 
That  egrefs,  ftation'd  near  it,  for  it  own'd 
One  fole  approach ;  thea  Agelaiis  loud 
Exhorting  all  the  fuitors,  thus  exdaim'd.  145 

Oh  friends!  will  none,  afcending  to  the  door 
Of  yonder  poftern,  fummon  to  our  aid 
The  populace,  and  fpcead  a  wide  alarm  1 

*  If  the  ancients  found  it  difficult  to  afcertain  clearly  ttie  Ctuation  of  this  ef  ^eOuf  n, 
wall  nay  we.  Tlw  Tranflator  has  given  it  the  polition  which  to  him  appeared  moft 
probable. — There  fecm  to  have  been  two  of  thefe  pofterns,  one  leading  to  a  part 
from  which  the  town  might  be  alarmed,  the  other  to  the  chamber  to  which  Tele- 
machus  went  for  armour.  There  was  one,  perhaps,  on  each  fidt  of  the  portal,,  and 
Ihcjr  appear  to  have  been  at  feme  height  above  the  floor. 
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So  Ihall  this  archfCifooD. have  (hot.  btslaft,  :       ' 

To  whom  the  Iseepei  of  the,  goatsreplied    .  ijo- 

Melanthius.     AgeUus!  Prince  renowiiMIt 
That  may  qot  be.     The  peflwm  aljdtbe  g?te» 
Neighbour  too  n«ar  vtcbatbtTi  and  to  force 
The  narrow  egreft  weae.'a.vaio  attempt; 
One  va1ian.t  manjtqigtiC'theotWireimlft  IM  ilh  15$ 

But  come-^—myfelfwiUiifarni(h  you  with  armS' 
Fetch'd  from  above  ):ifor  tbefe,.  u  Irfnppofe, 
(And  not  eirewhere>  Iflyfles  and  iijs  &n' 
Have  hidden  tfaenu  md  there  they:  fhaU  be  found. 

So  fpake  Melanthius,  and,  afcending,  fought  160 

Ulyifts'  chambers  through  the  winding  ftairs 
And  gall'ries  of  the  houfe.     Twelve  bucklers  thence 
He  took,  as  many  fpears,  and  helmets  bright 
As  many,  ftiagg'd  with  hair,  then  fwift  retum'd 
And  gave  them  to  his  friends.     Trembled  the  heart      165 
Of  brave  Ulyffes,  and  his  knees,  at  fight 
Of  his  oppofers  putting  armour  on. 
And  ihaking. each,  his  fpear;  arduous  indeed 
Now  feem'd  his  talk,  and  in  wing'd  accents  brief 
Thus  to  his  fon  Telemachus  he  fpake.  170 

Either  ibme  woman  of  our  train  contrives 
Hard  battle  for  us,  fumifliing  with  arms 
The  fuitors,  or  Melanthius  arms  them  all. 

Him  anfwer'd  then  Telemachus  difcrete. 
Father,  this  fatilt  was  mine,  and  be  it  charged     .        i^j 

*  At  which  VlySet  flood. 

On 
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On  none  befide  j  I  left  the  chamber-<Joor 

Unbarr'd,  which,  more  attentive  than  myfelf. 

Their  fpy  perceived.     But  hafte,  EuitMbus,  Ihiit 

The  chamber-doot,  obferrtng  WeU,  the  while, 

If  any  women  of  oiir  train  have  done  180 

This  deed,  or  whether,  as  I  iiKrfe  (afpe&, 

Melanthius,  Dolius*  'fon,  hav*  giVri  them  artfts.         ' 

Thus  mutual  they  cbttferr'd ;  meatltime,  again 
Melanthius  to  the  chamber  flew  in  Ijrfdl 
Of  other  arms.     Eamaeuss  4s  he  went,  185 

Mark'd  him,  and  to  Ulyfles  thus  he  fpake. 

Laertes'  noble  &n,  for  wiles  renowo'd ! 
Behold,  the  traytor,  whom  ourfelves  fuppofed. 
Seeks  yet  again  the  chamber !  Tell  me  plain. 
Shall  I,  Ihotdd  I  fuperior  prove  in  force,  190 

Slay  him,  or  fliall  I  drag  him  thence  to  thee. 
That  he  may  fuSst  at  thy  hands  the  doom 
Due  to  his  treafons  perpetrated  oft 
Againft  thee,  here,  even  in  thy  own  houfe  ? 

Then  anfwer  thus  Ulyffes  flirewd  returned.  tgs 

1,  with  Telemachus,  will  here  immew 
The  lordly  fuitors  clofe,  rage  as  they  may. 
Ye  two,  the  while,  bind  faft  Melanthius'  hands 
And  feet  behind  his  back,  then  call  him  bound 
Into  the  chamber,  and  (the  door  fecured)  200 

Pafs  underneath  his  arms  a  double  chain. 
And  by  a  pillar's  top  weigh  him  aloft 
•Till  he  approach  the  rafters,  there  to  endurej 

Living 
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Living  long  time,  the  mis'ries  he  hath  earned. 

He  fpake ;  they, prompt  ebey'd ;  together  both        loj 
They  fought  the  chamber  whom  the  wretch  wjthiB 
Heard  not,  exploring,  ey'iy  i^ook  fifr  arm?. 
They  watching  good  the  door,  Irpfp  whieh,  at  Ifrtgth, 
Forth  came  Mekpthiu«t  bfliOiiog  i(i  one. h^d„. 
A  cafque,  and  in,  the  other  a  hroad  .Ihield'  310 

Time-worn  and  ^happ'd  witb  droughij  Tirhicb  in  his  youth 
Warlike  Laertes  bad  bepn  >rQnt  to  bear.  ; 
Long  time  negleifted.it  .had  bin,  .'tUl  age 
Had  loos'd  the  futimres  of  its  .baods.     At  once  . 
Both,  fpringing  on  bin),  feized  and  drew  him  in         »is 
Forcibly  by  his  locks,  tbtin  call  him  down 
Prone  on  the  pavement,  trembling  at  his  fate^ 
With  painful  ftridlure  of  the  cord  his  hands- 
They  bound  and  feet  together  at  his  back. 
As  their  illufiriaus  mafter  had  enjoined,  mo 

Then  weigh'd  him  with  a  double  chain  aloft 
By  a  tall  pillar  to  the  palace-ioof. 
And  thus,  deriding  him,  Euipasus  fpake. 

Now,  goiod  Melanthius,  on  that  Seecy  bed 
Reclined,,  as  well  befits,  thee,  thou  wilt  watch  225 

All  night,  nor  when  the  goldsn  dawn  forfakes 
"The  ocean  fiream,  will  fhe  cfiEape-  thine  eye,. 
But  thou  wilt  dvdy  to  the  palace  drive 
The  fatteft  goats,  a  banquet  for  thy  friends. 

So  faying,  he  left  him  in  bis  ctreadful  fling.  230 

Then,  arming.  both>  and  baring  iaft  tb«  dopf^ 

They 
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They  fought  brave  L<teitiad^  agiin.      '   ;  '  ■  : 

And  now,  "courageous  at  the  porlal'ftobd    •-   ;  ^ -  ■       i 
Thofe  four,  by  numbers  in  Hit  interioir  hbtife"'  ■ 
Oppofed  of  adverfariSs'fierce  m  \arin*,  ;' '    •  '   '435 

When  Pallas,  in  theform  and  linlh  tllii'wiiee  ■''  "  ■■  ■' 
Approach'd  of  Mentor,  WhaM"Liie(tti^'I&ti  •'  •'■"■•  '■'  - 
Beheld,  and  joyful  ncthei fight,  ifflfClaini'd.  ■  '' 

Help,  Mentor!  help-^ftowrecoHea  a  frleAB     '     ■■'■•'-' 
And  benefaiflor,  bdm-'wikfen  thftil  waft' borB.^'— ' '  '■'■  ■i'nii' 

So  he,  not  unfiirpiciftus.that  toafaW     ':   '•    ■'■  '  '■'"    "■■'■ 
Pallas,  the  heroine  of  heav'n.  '"  Meantime         ^  •■         ■  ^- 
The  fuitors  fiird  with  menaces  thedcMd,    '  '  ,  '  '■  ■  r      ' 
And  Agelaiis,  firft,'  Datiiaftor^ ilbn,'  ■  ■■' ■     ■■•'('■  •_'.-■-.■■■■ 
In  accents  harfh  rebuked  the  Qoddefs  fhiis.     '        '  ■'T45 

Beware,  oh  Mentor!  that  he  lune  thee  tMt    •' 
To  oppofe  the  fuitoiB  and  to  «d  bimftlf,       •  i  .■■':'J.      .    ' 
Fdr  thus  will  we.     Ulyflfes  and  his'fon  :■"'-    "■ '■      '  .  <  ■ 
Both  flain,  in  vengeance  of  thy  parpos'flide^ds     ' 
Againft  us,  we  will  flay  t^ee  next,  and  thoti      -      ■'  ■    250 
With  thy  own  head  ihaltfatisfy  the  -wrong.  •■  .n 

Your  force  thiis  queil'd  iti  battle,  all  thywealtH       ■  •■'■'■ 
Whether  in  houfe  of  field,  mingled  with  his,       , 
We  will  confifiate,  neither  will  we  leave  t' 

Or  fon  of  thine,  er'daughter:iathy.houfe  -455 

Alive,  nor  fliall  thy  virtuous  confort  more  •  •'•  ■  ' 
Within  the  waHs  of  Ithaca  be  feen.  ; :    ' 

He  ended,  and  his  words  with  wrath  inflamed' 
Minerva's  hearti the  more;,  ifteeafed,  flie'turn.'d 
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Toward  Ulyffes,  whom  ihe  thus  reproved.  a6o 

Thou  neither  own'ft  the  courage  nor  the  force, 

Ulyffes,  now,  which  nine  whole  years  thou  Ihowd'ft  , 

At  Ilium,  waging  battle  obilinate 

For  high-born  Helen,  and  in  horrid  fight 

Deftroying  multitudes. 'till  thy  advice  ^6$ 

At  laft  lay'd  Priam's  bulwark.'d  dty  low. 

Why,  in  poileffion  of  thy  proper  home 

And  fubftance,  raourn'ft  thou  want  of  pow'r  f  oppofe 

The  fuitors  ?  Stand  befide  me,  marit  my  deeds. 

And  thou  ftialt  own  Mentor  Alcimides  170 

A  valiant  friend,  and  mindful  of  thy  love. 
She  fpake ;  nor  made  (he  vifbory  as  yet 

Entire  his  own,  proving  the  valour,  firft. 

Both  of  the  fire  and  of  his  glorious  fon. 

But,  fpringing  in  a  fwallow's  form  aloft,  175 

Perch'd  on  a  rafter  of  the  fplendid  roof. 

Then,  Agelaiis  animated  loud 

The  fuitors,  whom  Eurynoraus  alfo  roufed, 

Araphimedon,  and  bemoptolemiis. 

And  Poly<3orides,  Pifander  named,  280 

And  Polybus  the  brave;  for  nobleft  far. 

Of  all  the  fuitor-chiefs  who  now  furvived 

And  fought  for  life  were  thefe.     The  bow  had  quell'd 

And  ihafis,  in  quick  fuccellion  fent,  the  reft. 

Then  Agelaiis,  thus,  harangued  them  all.  285 

We  foon  (hall  tame,  Q  friends,  this  warrior's  might. 

Whom  Mentor,  after  all  his  airy  vaunts 

3  V  Hath 
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Hath  left,  and  at  the  portal  now  remain 

Themfelves  alone.     Difmifs  not  therefore,  all. 

Your  Ipears  together,  but  with  iix  alone  290 

Affail  them  firft ;  Jove  willing,  we  fhall  pierce 

Ulyfles,  and  fubduing  him,  (hall  flay 

JVith  eafe  the  reft  j  their  force  is  fafely  fcom'd. 

He  ceas'd ;  and,  as  he  bade,  iix  hurl'd  the  fpear 
Together;  but  Minerva  gave  them  all  195 

A  devious  flight ;  •  one  ftruck  a  column,  one 
The  planlcs  of  the  broad  portal,  and  a  third 
Flung  right  his  aflien  beam  pon'drons  with  brafs 
Againil  the  wall.     Then  (ev'ry  fiiitoi's  {peat 
Eluded)  thus  Ulyfles  gave  the  word —  300 

Now  friends !  I  counfel  you  that  ye  difmifs 
Your  fpears  at  Hem,  who,  not  content  with  paft  '' 

Enormities,  thirft  alio  for  our  blood. 

He  faid,  and  with  unerring  aim  all  threw 
Their  glitt'ring  fpears.     Ulyfles  on  the  ground  305 

Stretch'd  Demoptolemus ;  Euryades 
Fell  by  Telemachus ;  the  fwiiie-herd  flew 
EUtus,  and  the  keeper  of  the  beeves 
fifander ;  in  one  moment  all  alike 

Lay  grinding  with  their  teeth  the  dufty  floor.  310 

Back  flew  the  fuitors  to  the  fartheft  wall. 
On  whom  thofe  valiant  four  advancing,  each 
Recover'd,  quick,  his  weapon  from  the  dead. 

*  The  deviation  of  chree  only,  is  dercribed,  wjiici)  muft  be  underftood,  therefore, 
as  inftances  of  tlie  ill  fuccels  of  all. 

Then 
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Then  huri'd  the  defp'rate  fuitors  yet  again 

Their  glitt'ring  fpears,  but  Pallas  gave  to  each  315 

A  fruftrate  courfe ;  one  ftruck  a  column,  one 

The  planks  of  the  broad  portal,  and  a  third 

Flung  full  his  afhen  beam  againil  the  wall. 

Yet  pierced  Amphimedon  the  Prince's  wrift, 

But  flightly,  a  flcin-wound,  and  o'er  his  ihield  310 

Ctefippus  reach'd  the  ffaoulder  of  the  good 

Eumxus,  but  his  glancing  weapon  fwift 

O'erflew  the  mark,  and  fell.     And  now  the  four, 

Ulyffes,  dauntlefs  Hero,  and  his  friends 

All  huri'd  their  fpear?  together  in  return.  325 

Himfelf  Ulyffes,  city-wafter  Chief,  . 

Wounded  Eu^ydamas ;  Ulyffes'  fon 

Amphimedon ;  the  fwine-herd  Polybus ; 

And  in  his  breall  the  keeper  of  the  beeves 

Ctefippus,  glorying  over  whom,  he  cried.  3,30 

'  Oh  fon  of  Polytherfes !  whofe  delight 
Hath  been  to  taunt  and  jeer,  never  again 
Boaft  foolilhly,  but  to  the  Gods  commit 
Thy  tongue,  fince  they  are  mightier  far  than  thou. 
Take  this — a  compenfation  for  thy  pledge  .     335 

Of  hofpitality,  the  huge  ox-hoof. 
Which  while  he  roam'd  the  palace,  begging  alms, 
Ulyffes  at  thy  bounteous  hand  received. 

So  gloried  he ;  then,  gcafping  iUll  his  fpear„ 
Ulyffes  pierced  Damaftor's  fon,  and,  next,  340 

Telemachus,  enforcing  his  long  beam 

3  U  »  Sheer 
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Sheer  through  his  bowels  and  his  back,  tranfpierced 

Leiocritus ;  he  proftrate  fmote  the  floor. 

Then,  Pallas  from  the  lofty  roof  held  forth 

Her  hoft-confounding  ^gis  o'er  their  heads,  345 

With'ring  their  fouls  with  fear.     They  through  the  hall 

Fled,  fcatter'd  as  an  herd,  which  rapid-wing'd 

The  gad-fly  diffipates,  infefter  fell 

Of  beeves,  when  vernal  funs  Ihine  hot  and  long. 

*But,  as  when  bow-beak'd  vultures  crooked-daw'd      350 

Stoop  from  the  mountains  on  the  fmaller  fowl  i 

Terrified  at  the  toils  that  fpread  the  plain 

The  flock  takes  wing,  they,  darting  from  above. 

Strike,  feize,  and  flay,  refiltance  or  efcape 

Is  none,  the  fowler's  heart  leaps  with  delight,  355- 

So  they,  purfuing  through  the  fpacious  hall 

The  fuitors,  fmote  them  on'  all  fides,  their  heads 

Sounded  beneath  the  fword,  with  hideous  groans 

The  palace  rang,  and  the  floor  foam'd  with  blood. 

Then  flew  Leiodes  to  Ulyfles'  knees,  360 

Which  dafping,  in  wing'd  accents  thus  he  cried. 

I  clafp  thy  knees,  Ulyfles!  oh  refpeift 
My  fuit,  and  fpare  me !  Never  have  I  word 
Injurious  fpoken,  or  injurious  deed 


*  In  this  fimile  we  leemtohave  a  curious  account  of  the  anticnt  manner  of  fowling. 
The  nets  (for  «>£«  is  akd  in  that  fenlij  by  Ariftophanes)  were  fpread  on  a  plain  i  on 
an  adjoining  rifing  ground  were  ftationed  they  who  had  charge  of  the  vultiuvs,  (fuch 
Homer  calls  them]  which  were  trained  to  the  (port.  The  alarm  being  given  to  the 
birds  below,  the  vultures  were  loofed,  when  if  any  of  them  efcaped  their  talons,  the 
acts  were  ready  ta  enclofc  them.  Sec  Eullathius.  Dacier.  Clarke. 
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Attempted  'gainft  the  women  of  thy  iioufe,  365 

But  others,  fo  tranJgreffing,  oft  forbad. 

Yet  they  abftain'd  not,  and  a  dreadful  fate 

Dae  to  their  wickednefs  have,  therefore,  found. 

But  I,  their  foothfayer  alone,  muft  fall. 

Though  unoffending;  fuch  is  the  return  370 

By  mortals  made  for  benefits  received  ! 

To  vfhom  Ulyffes,  louring-dark,  replied. 
Is  that  thy  boaft  ?  Haft  thou  indeed  for  thefe 
The  feer's  high  office  filTd?  Then,  doubtlefs,  oft 
Thy  pray'r  hath  been  that  diftant  faf  might  prove       37s' 
The  day  deleftableof  my  return. 
And  that  my  confort  might  thy  own  become 
To  bear  thee  children  ;  ufhertfore  thee  I  doom 
To  a  dire  death  which  tho*l  fhalt  not  avoid. 

So  faying,  he  caught  the  faulchion  from  the  floor    380 
Which  Agelaiis  had  let  fall,  and  fmote 
Leiodes,  while  he  kneel'd,  athwart  his  neck 
So  fuddenly,  that  ere  his  tongue  had  ceafed 
To  plead  for  life,  his  head  was  in  the  duft. 
But  Phemias,  fon  of  Terpius,  bard  divine,  385 

Who,  through  compulSoh,  with  his  fong  regaled 
The  fuitors,  a  like  dreadfiil  death  efcaped. 
Faft  by  the  poftern,  harp  in  hand,  he  flood, 
Doubtful  if,  iffuing,  he  (hould  take  his  feat 
Befide  the  altar  of  Hercasan  *  Jove,  390 

*  So  called  becaufe  he  was  worlbipped  within  the  'Zftut  or  wall  that  fiuioutided . 
the  court. 

Where. 
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Where  oft  Ulyffes  offer'd,  and  bis  fire, 

Fat  thighs  of  beeves,  or  whether  he  fliould  hafte. 

An  earned  fuppUant,  to  embrace  his  knees. 

That  conrfe,  at  length,  moft  jdeafed  him ;  then,  between 

The  beaker  and  an  argent-ftudded  throne  39  j 

ye  gromided  his'  fweet  lyre,  and  feizing  faft 

The  Hero's  knees,  him,  fuppUant,  thus  addrefsM. 

I  clafp  thy  knees,  Ulyffes !  oh  refpeiSt 
My  fuit,  and  fpare  me.     Thou  Ihalt  not  e£bap4 
Regret  thyfelf  hereafter,  if  thou  flay  40a 

Me,  charmer  o?  the  woes  of  Gods  and  men. 
Self-taught  am  I,  and  treafure  in  my  mind 
Themes  of  all  argument  from  heav'n  infpired. 
And  1  can  ling  to  thee  as  to  a  God. 
Ah,  then,  behead  me  not.     Put  ev'n  the  wifh  405 

Ear  from  thee  !  for  thy  own  beloved  fon 
Can  witnefs,  that  not  drawn  by  choice,  or  diiv'n 
By  ftrefs  of  want,  reforting  to  thine  houfe 
I  have  regaled  thefe  revellers  fp  oft. 
But  under  force  of  mightier  far  than  I.  410 

So  he ;  whofe  words  foon  as  the  facred  might 
Heard  of  Teleraachus,  approaching  quick 
His  father,  thus,  humane,  he  interpofed. 

Hold — Harm  HQt  with  the  vengeful  faulchion's  edge 
This  blamelefs  man;  and  we  will  alfo  fpare  415 

\ledon  the  herald,  who  hath  ever  been 
A  watchful  guardian  of  my  boyilh  years, 
Unlefs  Pbiloetius  have  already  flain  him, 

Or 
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Or  elfe  Eumxus,  or  thyfelf,  perchance, 

Unconicious,  in  the  tumult  of  our  foes.  42b 

He  fpake,  whom  Medon  hearing  (for  he  lay 
Beneath. a  throne,  and  in  a  new*ftript  hide 
Enfolded,  trembling  with  the  dread  of  death) 
Sprang  from  his  hiding-place,  and  cafting  oflF 
The  Ikin,  flew  to  Telemachus,  embraced  425 

His  knees,  and  in  wing'd  accents  thus  exdaim'd. 

Prince !  I  am  here — oh,  pity  me !  reprefs 
Thine  own,  and  pacify  thy  father's  wrath. 
That  he  deftroy  not  me,  through  fierce  revenge 
Of  their  iniquities  who  have  confumed  430 

His  wealth,  and,  in  their  folly,  fcom'd  his  fon. 

To  whom  Ulyffes,  ever-wife,  replied. 
Smiling  con^lacent.     Fear  not ;  my  own  fon 
Hath  pleaded  for  thee.     Therefore  (taught  thyfelf 
That  truth)  teach  others  the  fuperior  worth  435 

Of  benefits  with  injuries  compared,  ^ 

But  go  ye  forth,  thou  and  the  facred  bard, 
That  ye  may^fit  diftant  in  yonder  court 
From  all  this  carnage,  while  I  give  command, 
Myfelf,  concerning  it,  to  thofe  within.  440 

He  ceas'd ;  they  going  forth,  took  each  his  feat 
Befide  Jove's  altar,  but  with  caieful  looks 
Sufpicious,  dreading  without  ceafe  the  fword. 
Meantime  Ulyfles  fearch'd  his  hall,  in  queft 
Of  living  foes,  if  any  ftill  furvived  445 

Unpunilh'd ;  but  he  found  them  all  alike 
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Welt'ring  in  duft  and  blood ;  num'roiis  they  lay 

Like  fillies  when  they  ftrew  the  finiious  ihore 

Of  Ocean,  from  the  grey  gulph  drawn  aground 

In  nets  of  many  a  melh;  they  on  the  &nds  450 

Lie  fpread,  athirft  for  the  fait  wave,  till  hot 

The  gazing  fun  dries  all  their  life  away ; 

So  lay  the  fuitors  heap'd,  and  thus  at  length 

The  prudent  Chief  gave  order  to  his  fon. 

Telemachus  !  bid  Euryclea  come  455 

Quickly,  the  nurfe,  to  whom  I  would  impart 
The  purpofe  which  now  occui»es  me  molt. 

He  faid ;  obedient  to  his  fire,  the  Prince 
Smote  on  the  door,  and  fummon'd  loud  the  nurfe. 

Arife,  thou  ancient  govemefs  of  all  460 

Our  female  menials,  and  come  forth ;  attend 
My  father ;  he  hath  fomewhat  for  thine  ear. 

So  he ;   nor  flew  his  words  ufelefs  away. 
For,  throwing  wide  the  portal,  forth  Ihe  came. 
And,  by  Telemachus  conduced,  found  465 

Ere  long  Ulyfles  amid  all  the  flain, 
With  blood  defiled  and  duft ;  dread  he  appeafd 
As  from  the  paflur'd  ox  newly-devoured 
The  lion  ftalking  back ;  bis  ample  cheft 
With  gory  drops  and  his  broad  cheeks  are  hung,         470 
Tremendous  fpeftacle !  fuch  feem'd  the  Chie^ 
Blood-ftain'd  all  over.     She,  the  carnage  fpread 
On  all  fides,  feeing,  and  the  pools  of  blood. 
Felt  impulfe  forcible  to  publiib  loud 
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That  wond'rous  triumph ;  biit  her  Lord  reprefs'd        475 
The  lliout  of  rapture  ere  it  burft  abroad, 
And  in  wing'd  accents  thus  his  will,  enforced. 

Silent  exult,  O  antient  matron  dear ! 
Shout  not,  be  ftill.     Unholy  is  the  voice 
Of  loud  thankfgiving  over  flaughter'd  men.  480 

Their  own  atrocious  deeds  and  the  Gods'  will 
Have  flain  all  thefe ;  for  whether  noble  gueft 
Arrived  or  bafe,  they  fcofPd  at  all  alilce. 
And  for  their  wickednefs  have,  therefore,  died. 
But  fay;  of  my  doHieftic  women,  who  485 

Have  fcorn'd  me,  and  Whom  ftnd'ft  thoii  innocent  ? 

To  whom  good  Euryctea  thus  replied. 
My  fon !  I  will  declare  the  ti-uth ;  thou  keep'ft 
Female  domeftics  fifty  in  thy  houle. 
Whom  we  have  made  intelligent  to  comb  490 

The  fleece,  and  to  perform  whatever  talk. 
Of  thefe,  twice  fix  have  overpaft'd  the  bounds 
Of  modefty,  refpe<aing  neither  me. 
Nor  yet  the  Queen ;  and  thy  own  fon,  adult 
So  lately,  no  permilfidn  had  from  her  495 

To  regulate  the  women  of  her  train. 
But  I  am  gone,  I  fly  with  what  hath  pafs'd 
To  the  Queen's  ear,  who  nought  fufpefls,  fo  found 
She  ileeps,  by  fome  divinity  compofed. 

Then  anfwer,  thus,  Ulyfles  wife  returned.  500 

Hulh,  and  difturb  her  not.    Go.    Summon  firft 
Thofe  wantons,  who  have  long  deferved  to  die. 
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He  ceas'd ;  then  iffued  forth  the  antient  dame 
To  fummon  thofe  bad  women,  and,  meantime, 
Calling  his  fon,  Philoetius,  and  Eumaeus,  505 

Ulyfles  in  wing'd  accents  thus  began. 

Beltir  ye,  and  remove  the  dead ;  command 
Thofe  women  alfo  to  yovir  help ;  then  cleanfe 
With  bibulous  fponges  and  with  water  all 
The  feats  and  tables;  when  ye  fhall  have  thus  510 

Set  all  in  order,  lead  thofe  women  forth. 
And  in  the  centre  of  the  fpacious  court, 
Between  the  fcull'ry  and  the  outer-wall 
Smite  them  with  your  broad  faulchions  "till  they  lofe 
In  death  the  mem'ry  of  their  fecret  loves  515 

Indulged  with  wretched  lawleis  as  themfelves. 

He  elided,  and  the  damfels  came  at  once 
All  forth,  lamenting,  and  with  te^nd  tears 
Show'ring  the  ground ;  with  mutual  labour,  firft. 
Bearing  the  bodies  forth  into  the  court,  520 

They  lodged  them  in  the  portico ;  meantime 
Ulyfles,  ftern,  enjoin'd  them  hafte,  and,  urged 
By  fad  neceility,-  they  bore  all  out. 
With  fponges  and  with  water,  next,  they  cleanfed 
The  thrones  and  tables,  while  Telemachus  525 

Beefom'd  the  floor,  Eumaeus  in  that  work 
Aiding  him  and  the  keeper  of  the  beeves. 
And  thofe  twelve  damfels  bearing  forth  the  foil. 
Thus,  order  giv'n  to  all  within,  they,  next. 
Led  forth  the  women,  whom  they  fliut  between  530- 
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The  fcull'ry  and  the  outer-wall  in  clofe 
Durance,  from  \yhich  no  pris'ner  could  efcape. 
And  thus  Telemachus  difcrete  began. 

An  honourable  death  is  not  for  thefe 
By  my  advice,  who  have  fo  often  heapM  jjj 

Reproach  on  mine  and  on  my  mother's  head. 
And  held  lewd  commerce  with  the  fuitor-train 

He  faid,  and  noofmg  a  ftrong  galley-rope 
To  an  huge  column,  led  the  cord  around 
The  fpacious  dome,  fufpended  fo  aloft  540 

That  none  with  qmv'ring  feet  might  reach  the  floor. 
As  when  a  flight  of  doves  ent'ring  the  copfe. 
Or  broad-wing'd  thruflies,  ftrike  againft  the  net 
Within,  ill  reft,  entangled,  there  they  find. 
So  they,  fufpended  by  the  neck,  expired  54s 

All  in  one  line  together.     Death  abhorr'd ! 
With  reftlefs  feet  awhile  they  beat  the  air. 
Then  ceas'd.     And  now  through  veftibule  and  hall 
They  led  Melanthius  forth.     With  ruthlefs  fteel 
They  pared  away  his  ears  and  nofe,  pluck'd  forth        550 
His  parts  of  Ihame,  deftin'd  to  feed  the  dogs. 
And,  ftill  indignant,  lopp'd  his  hands  and  feet. 
Then,  laving  each  his  feet  and  hands,  they  fought 
Again  Ulyfles ;  all  their  work  was  done, 
■  And  thus  the  Chief  to  Euryclea  fpake.  555 

Bring  blaft-averting  fulphur,  nurfe,  bring  fire ! 
That  I  may  fumigate  my  walls ;  then  bid 
Penelope  with  her  attendants  down, 
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And  fummon  all  the  women  of  her  train. 

But  Euryclea,  thus,  his  nurfe  replied.  560 

My  fon !  thou  haft  well  faid;  yet  will  I  firft 
Serve  thee  with  veft  and  mantle.     Stand  not  here 
In  thy  own  palace  cloathM  with  tatters  foul, 
And  beggarly — (he  will  abhor  the  fight. 

Then  anfwer  thus  Ulyffes  wife  return'd.  56J 

Not  fo.     Bring  flre  for  fumigation  firft. 

He  faid ;  nor  Euryclea  his  lov'd  nurfe 
Longer  delayed,  hut  fulphur  brought  and  fire, 
When  he  with  purifying  fteams,  himfelf, 
Vifited  ev'ry  part,  the  banquet-room,  570 

The  veftibule,  the  court.     Ranging  meantime 
His  houfe  magnificent,  the  matron  call'd 
The  women  to  attend  their  Lord  in  hafte, 
And  they  attended,  bearing  each  a  torch. 
Then  gather'd  they  around  him  all,  fincere  575 

Welcoming  his  return ;  with  dofe  embrace 
Enfolding  him,  each  kifs'd  his  brows,  and  each 
His  ftioulders,  and  his  hands  lock'd  faft  in  hers. 
He,  irrefiftible  the  impulfe  felt 
To  fieh  and  weep,  well  recognizing  all.  580 
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Ulyfles,  with  fomc  difficulty,  convinces  Penelope  of  his  identity, 
who,  at  length,  overcome  by  force  of  evidence,  receives  him  to 
her  arms  with  tianfport.  He  entertains'  her  with  a  recital  of  his 
adventures,  and  in  his  narration  the  principal  events  of  the  poem 
are  recapitulated.  In  the  morning,  UlylTes,  Telemachus,  the 
herdfman  and  the  fwine-herd,  depart  into  the  country.- 


B    o.    o    K.      xxni. 

AN  D  now,  with  exultation  loud  the  nurfe 
Again  afcended,  eager  to  apprize 
The  Queen  of  her  Ulyfles'  fafe  return.; 
Joy  braced  her  knees,  with  nimblenefs  of  youth 
She  ftepp'd,  and  at  her  ear,  her  thus  befpake.  5 

Arife,  Penelope !  dear  daughter,  fee 
^ith  thy  own.  eyes  thy  daily  wifli  fulfill'd. 
Ulyffes  is  arrived ;  hath,  reach'd  at  laft 
His  native  home,  and  all  thofe  fuitors  proud 
Hath  llaughter'd,  who  his  family  diftrefs'd,  10 

His  fubftance  wafted,  and  controul'd  his  Ion. 

To 
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To  whom  Penelope  difcrete  replied. 
Dear  nurfe  !  the  Gods  have  furely  ta'en  away 
Thy  judgment;  they  transform  the  wife  to  fools. 
And  fools  condudt  to  wifdom,  and  have  marr'd  15 

Thy  intellect,  who  waft  difcrete  before. 
Why  wilt  thou  mock  me,  wretched  as  I  am. 
With  tales  extravagant  ?  and  why  difturb 
Thofe  numbers  fweet  that  feal'd  So  faft  mine  eyes  > 
For  fuch  fweet  (lumbers  have  I  never  known  ao 

Since  my  Ulyfles  on  his  voyage  faiPd 
To  that  bad  city  never  to  be  named. 
Down  inftant  to  thy  place  again — begone — 
For  had  another  of  my  maidens  dared 
Difturb  my  fleep  with  tidings  wild  as  thefe,  25 

I  had  difmifs*d  her  down  into  the  houfe 
More  roughly ;  but  thine  age  excufes  iiee. 

To  whom  the  venerable  matron  thus. 
I  mock  thee  not,  my  child ;  no — he  is  come— 
Himfelf,  Ulyfles,  even  as  I  fay,  30 

That  ftranger,  objedl  of  the  fcorn  of  all. 
Telemachus  well  knew  his  fire  arrived, 
But  prudently  conceal'd  the  tidings,  fo 
To  infure  the  more  the  fuitoi's  punilhment. 

SoEuryclea;  flie  tranfported  heard,  35 

And  fpringing  from  the  bed,  wrapp'd  in  her  arms 
The  antlent  woman,  ftiedding  tears  of  joy, 
And  in  wing'd  accents  ardent  thus  replied. 

Ah 
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Ah  then,  dear  nurfe  inform  me !  tell  "me  true ! 
Hath  he  indeed  arriv'd  a»  thou  declar'ft .'  40 

How  dared  he  to  aflail  alone  that  band 
Of  fliamelefs  ones,  for  ever  fwarming  here  ? 

Then  Eurydea,  thus,  matron  belov'd. 
1  nothing  faw  or  knew ;  but  only  heard 
Groans  of  the  wounded ;  in  th'  interior  houfe  45 

We  trembling  fat,  and  evVy  door  was  faft. 
Thus  all  remain'd,  'till  by  his  father  fent. 
Thy  own  fon  call'd  me  forth.     Going,  I  found 
Ulyfles  compa&'d  by  the  flaughter'd  dead. 
They  covered  wide  the  pavement,  heaps  on  heaps.^         50 
It  would  have  cheered  thy  heart,  to  have  beheld. 
Thy  huiband  lion-like  with  crimfon  ftain* 
Of  flaughter  and  of  duft  all  dappled  o'fer. 
Heap'd  in  the  portal,  at  this  moment,  lie 
Their  bodies,  and  he  fumigates,  meantime^  55 

The  houfe  with  fulphur  and  with  flames  of  fire,. 
And  hath,  himfelf,  fent  me  to  bid  thee  down. 
Follow  me,  then,  that  ye  may  give  your  hearts 
To  gladnefs,  both,  for  ye  have  much  endured  ; 
But  the  event,  fo  long  your  foul's  defire,  60 

Is  come ;  himfelf  hath  m  his  houfehold  Gods 
Alive  retum'd,  thee  and  his  ion-  he  finds 
Unharm'd  and  at  your  home,  nor  hath  he  left 
Unpunilh'd  one  of  all  his  enemies. 

Her  anfwer'd,  then,^  Penelope  difcretei  65; 

Ah  deareft  nurfe !  indulge  not  to  excefs 
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This  dang'rous  tri<imph.     Thou  art  well  apprized 

How  welcome  his  appearance  here  would  prove . 

To  ally  but  chief,  to  me,  and  to  his  fon, 

Fruit  of  our  love.     But  thefc  things  are  not  fo ;  70 

Some  God,  refentful  of  their  evil  deeds. 

And  of  their  biting  contumely  fevere. 

Hath  flain  thofe  proud ;  for  whether  noble  gueft 

Arrived  or  bafe,  alike  they  fcoflfd  at  all. 

And  for  their  wickednefs  have  therefore  died.  7  j 

But  my  Ulyfles  diftant  far,  I  know, 

From  Greece  hath  perifh'd,  and  returns  no  more. 

To  whom  thus  Euryclea,  nurfe  belov'd. 
What  word,  my  daughter,  hath  efcaped  thy  lips. 
Who  thus  affirm'ft  thy  hulband,  now  within  80 

And  at  his  own  hearth-fide,  for  ever  loft  ? 
Canft  thou  be  thus  incredulous  ?  Hear  again — 
I  give  thee  yet  proof  pail  difpute,  his  fear 
Imprinted  by  a  wild-boar's  iv'ry  tulk. 
Laving  him  I  remark'd  it,  and  defired,  85 

Myfelf,  to  tell  thee,  but  he,  ever  wife, 
Comprefling  with  both  hands  my  lips,  forbad. 
Come,  follow  me.     My  life  ihall  be  the  pledge. 
If  I  deceive  thee,  kill  me  as  thou  wilt. 

To  whom  Penelope,  difcrete,  replied.  90 

Ah,  deareft  nurfe,  fagacious  as  thou  art. 
Thou  little  know'ft  to  fcan  the  counfels  wife 
Of  the  eternal  Gods.     But  let  us  feek 
My  fon,  however,  that  I  may  behold 
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The  fuitors  dead,  and  him  by  whom  they  died.  95 

So  faying,  ftie  left  her  <3iamber,  mufing  much 
In  her  defcent,  whether  to  interrogate 
Her  Lord  apart,  or  whether  to  imprint. 
At  once,  his  hands  with  kiffes  and  his  brows. 
O'erpaffing  light  the  portal-ftep  of  ftone  too 

She  enter'd.     .He  fat  oppofite,  illumed 
By  the  hearth's  fprightly  blaze,  and  clofe  before 
A  pillar  of  the  dome,  waiting  with  eyes 
Downcaft,  'till  viewing  him,  his  noble  fpoufe 
Should  fpeak  to  him;  but  ihe  fat  filent  long,  105 

Her  faculties  in  mute  amazement  held. 
By  turns  Ihe  rivetted  her  eyes  on  his. 
And,  feeing  him  fo  foul  attired,  by  turns 
She  recognized  him  not ;  then  fpake  her  fon 
Telemachus,  and  her  filence  thus  reprov'd.  no 

My  mother  !   ah  my  haplefs  and  my  moit 
Obdurate  mother  I  wherefore  thus  aloof 
Shunn'ft  thou  my  father,  neither  at  his  fide 
Sitting  affeaionate,  nor  utt'ring  word? 
Another  wife  Uves  not  who  could  endure  1 1  j 

Such  diftance  from  her  hulband  new-retum'd 
To  his  own  country  in  the  twentieth  year. 
After  much  hardfliip;  but  thy  heart  is  ftill 
As  ever,  lefs  impreffible  than  ftone. 

To  whom  Penelope,  difcrete,  replied.  ijo 

I  am  all  wonder,  O  my  fon ;  my  foul 
Is  ftunn'd  within  me ;  pow'r  to  fpeak  to  him 
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Or  to  interrogate  him  have  I  none, 

Or  eVn  to  look,  on  him ;  but  if  indeed 

He  be  Ulyffes,  and  have  readi'd  his  home,  •  iij 

I  fliall  believe  it  foon,  by  proof  convinced 

Of  ligns,  known  only  to  himfdf  and  me. 

She  faid ;  then  fmiled  the  Hero  toil-inured. 
And  in  wing'd  accents  thus  fpake  to  his  fon.  . 

Leave  thou,  Telemachus,  thy  mother  here  tjo 

To  Hft  and  prove  me ;  flie  will  know  me  foon 
More  certainly ;  fhe  fees  rae  ill-attired 
And  fqualid  now ;  therefore  Ihe  fhews  me  fcom. 
And  no  belief  hath  yet  that  I  am  he. 
But  we  have  need,  thou  and  myfdf,  of  deep  135 

Deliberation.     If  a  man  have  ilain 
One  only  citizen,  who  leaves  behind  ' 

Few  interefted  to  avenge  his  death. 
Yet,  flying,  he  forfakes  both  friends  and  home ; 
But  we  have  flain  the  nobleft  Princes  far  140 

Of  Ithaca,  on  whom  our  dty  moft 
Depended ;  therefore,  I  advife  thee,  think ! 

Him,  prudent,  then  anfwerM  Telemachus. 

Be  that  thy  care,  my  fother !  for  report 
Proclaims  tbee  ftvrewdeft  of  mankind,  with  whom        145 
In  ingenuity  may  none  compare. 
Lead  thou ;  to  follow  thee  Ihall  be  our  part 
With  prompt  alacrity ;  nor  fliall,  I  judge. 
Courage  be  wanting  to  our  utmoft  force. 

Tht» 
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Thus  then  replied  Ulyfles,  ever-wife.  150 

To  me  the  fafeft  couofel  and  the  beft 
Seems  this.     Firft  wa(h  yourfelves,  and  put  ye  on 
Your  tunics ;  bid  ye,  next,  the  maidens  take 
Their  beft  attire,  and  let  the  bard  divine 
Harping  melodious  ^ay  a  Tpoitive  dance,  .155 

That,  whether  paflenger  or  neighbour  hear, 
All  may  imagine  nuptials  held  within. 
So  Ihall  not  loud  report  that  we  have  flain 
All  thole,  alarm  the  city,  'till  we  gain 
Our  woods  and  fields,  where,  once  arriv'd,  fuch  plans 
We  will  devile,  as  Jove  fhall  deign  to  infpire.  161 

He  Ipake,  and  all,  obedient,  in  the  bath 
Firft  laved  themfelves,  then  put  their  tunics  on ; 
The  damfels  alfo  drels'd,  and  the  fweet  bard, 
•Harping  melodious,  kindled  ftrong  deiire  165 

In  all,  of  jocund  fong  and  graceful  dance. 
The  palace  under  all  its  vaulted  roof 
Remurmur'd  to  the  feet  of  fportive  youths 
And  cinctured  maidens,  while  no  few  abroad, 
Hearing  fuch  revelry  within,  remark'd. —  170 

The  Queen  with  many  wooers,  weds  at  laft. 
Ah  fickle  and  unworthy  fair !  too  frail 
Always  to  keep  inviolate  the  houfe 
Of  her  firft  Lord,  and  wait  for  his  return. 

So  fpake  the  people ;  but  they  little  knew  175 

What  had  befall'n.     Eurynome,  meantime, 
>Vitb  bath  and  un^on  ferv'd  th'  illnfirious  Chief 
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Ulyfles,  and  he  faw  himfelf  attired 

Royally  once  again  in  his  own  houfe. 

Then,  Pallas, over  all  his  features  fheA  i8o 

Superior  beauty,  dignified  his  form 

With  added  amplitude,  and  pour'd  his  curls. 

tike  hyacinthine  flow'rs  down  from  his  bixws. 

As  when  fome  artift  by  Minerva  made. 

And  Vulcan,  wife  lo  execute  all  taflts  tSj 

Ingenious,  borders  filver  with  a  wreath    : : 

Of  gold,  aceomplifhing  a  graceful  work,  i    . 

Such  grace  the  Godde{s  o'er  his  ample  cheft   ■      . 

Copious  diffufed,  and  o'er  his  manly  brows. 

He,  godlike,  fiepping  from  the  bath,  refumed  190 

His  former  feat  magnificent,  and  fat 

Oppofite  to  the  Queen,  to  whom  he  faid. 

Penelope  I  the  Gods  to  thee  have  giv'n 
Of  all  thy  fex,  the  moft  obdurate  heart. 
Another  wife  lives  not  who  could  endure  19s 

Such  diftance  from  her  hufband  new-return'd 
To  his  own  country  in  the  twentieth  year. 
After  fuch  hardfhip.     But  prepare  me,  nurfe, 
A  bed,  for  folitary  I  muft  fleep. 
Since  fhe  is  iron,  and  feels  not  for  me.  200 

Him,  anfwer'd  then  prudent  Penelope. 
I  neither  magnify  thee,  fir  !  nor  yet 
Depredate  thee,  nor  is  my  wonder  fiich 
As  hurries  me  at  once  into  thy  arms. 
Though  my  remembrance  perfeiJUy  retains,  •  ioj 
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Such  as  he  was,  UlyBes,  when:  he  fail'd   : 

On  board  his  bark  from  Ithaca->-<3o,  nurfe,  ' 

Prepare  his  bed,  but  not  within  the  walk  ' 

Of  his  own  chamber  built  with  his  qwa:  hands. 

Spread  it  without,  and  ipreadiMwel)  with  warm  -        *ia 

Mantles,  with  fleeces,  and  with  lichUl;  ):ugs.    '  .        ■ 

So  {pake  ihe,  "  proving  him,  and,  not  tmtoruch'd , 
With  anger  at  that  word,'  tbu$  he  te^ied.-  .  .'    ■'•■ 

Penelope,  that  order  grates  ofry-ear. .  •' 

Who  hath  difplaesd  my  bed?f  Tte  tafe'Wereihard,  •  ?C$ 
E'en  to  an  artift;  other  than  a  Qod<  ,  ..  ..  .  ■; 
None  might  with  eafe  remove  it;  as  for  man,  > 

It  might  defy  the  flonleft  in  "his  prims  :' -c.' • 

Of  youth,  to  heave  it  to  a  diSereht'fpot. 

For  in  that  bed  elaborate,  i  6ga,  ■    «aa 

A  fpecial  fign  coniifts ;  I  was  myfelf 

The  artificer  ;  I  f afiiion'd  it  aldne.,  ,      . 

Within  the  court  a  leafy  olive,  grew 

Lofty,  luxuriant,  pillar-like  in  girthw 

Around  this  tree  I  built,,  with  maliy  lionet  .  .aa5" 

Cemented  dofe,  my  chamber,,  roof  d  it  o'erj. 

And  hung  the  glutinated  portals  on. 

I  lopp'd  the  ample  foliage  and  the  boughs,, 

*  The  proof  conliAed  in.  this-^hac  the  bed  being  attached  to  the  ftump  of  ant 
olive  tree  ftill  rooted,  was  immoveable,  and  UlyfTes  having  made  it  himfelf,  no  perfon . 
prefcnt^  he  muft  needs  be  apprized  of  the  impoffibility  of  her  orders,  if  he  veie 
indeed  Vlyffesi.  according^,  this  demonftration  of  his  identity,  latisfies  all  her 
l<:ruples. 

.     •  And. 
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And  feVring  near  tlie  root  its  ibJidtole, 

Smooth'd  all  the  rugged  Aump  with  flcilful  hand,         230^ 

And  wrought  it  to  a  pedeftal  well  fquared 

And  modell'd  by  the  line.     I  wimbled,  next. 

The  frame  throughout,  and  from  the  olLve-ftump    ^ 

Beginning,  falhion'd  the  whole  bed  above 

Till  all  was  finiih'd,  plated  o'er  with  gold,  435 

With  filver,  and  with  ivory,  and  beneath 

Clofe  interlaced  with  purple  cordage  ftrong.  ' 

Suth  figfl  I  g;ive.thee.     But  if  ftill  it  ftand 

Unmoved,  or  if  feme  other,^  fev'ring  Iheet 

The  olive  from  its  bottom,  have  difplaced  246 

My  bed — that  matter  Is  beft'ktiown  to  thee.       ..■.:.:: 

Heceas'd;  flie,  toflfdous  of  the  fignfo  plain, 
Giv'n  by  Ulyffes,  heard  with  flutt'ring  heart 
And  fault'ring  knees  that  proof.     Weeping  flie  ran 
Direft  toward  him,  threw  her  arms  aronnd  •  245 

The  Hero,  kifs'd  his  forehead,  and  replied. 

Ah  my  UlyiTes !  pardon  me— frown  not— 
Thou,  who  at  other  times  haft  ierer  fljown 
Superior  wifdom  t  all -dor  griefs  have  fldw'd 
From  the  Gods  will ;  they  envied  us  the  blifs  250 

Of  undivided  union  fweet'erijoy'd  •  ' 
Through  life,  from  early  youth  to  lateft  age. 
No.  ;, Be  not  angry  now ;  jMrdon  the  fault 
That  I  embraced  thee  not  as  fooii  as  feen. 
For  horror  hath  not  ceafed  to  overwhelm  255 

!^y  foul,  left  fome  falfe  alien  Ihould,  perchance. 

Beguile 
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Beguile  me,  for  our  houfe  draws  numtous  fiich. 

Jove's  daughter,  Argive  Helen,  ne'er  had  given 

Free  entertainment  to  a  ftranget's  love. 

Had  fhe  foreknown  that  the  heroic  Tons  a6o 

Of  Greece  would  bring  her  to  her  honie  again. 

But  heav'n  incited  her  to  that  offence. 

Who  never,  elfey  hadi  even  in  her  thought 

Harbour'd  the  foul  enormity,  from  Which  ■ 

Originated  even  our  diArdfs.  a6  j 

But  now,  fince  evident  thou  haft  defcribed 

Our  bed,  which  never  mortal  yet  beheldi 

Ourfelves  except  and  A^ris  my  own 

Attendant,  giv'n  me  when  I  left  my  home 

By  good  Icarius,  and  who  kept  the  door,  270 

Though  bard  to  be  convinced,  at  laft  I  yield. 

So  faying,  flie  awaken'd  in  his  foul 
Pity  and  grief;  and  folding  in  his  arms 
His  blamelefs  conibrt  beautiful,  he  wept. 
Welcome  as  land  appears  to  tfaofe  who  fwimy  475; 

Whofe  gaUant  bark  Neptune  with  rolling  waves 
And  ftormy  winds  hath  funk  in  the  wide  fea,, 
A  mariner  or  two,  perchance,  eftape 
The  foamy  flood,  and,  fwimming,  reach  the  land,  ^ 
Weary  indeed,  and  with  incrufted  brine  zS'a 

All  rough,  but  oh,  how  glad  to  climb  the  coaft ! 
So  welcome  in  her  eyes  UlySes  feem'd,. 
Around  whofe  neck  winding  her  fnowy  arms, 
She  clung  as  Ibe  would  looie  bim  never  more. 
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Thus  had  they  wept  !tiU  xofyifiriger'd  mom  2S5 

Had  found  th€m  weeping,  but  Minerva  checked 
Night's  almoft  finifti'dconrferand  held;  meaiitime, 
Tlie  golden  dawn  clofe  pris'ner  in  the  Deep, 
Forbidding  her  to  lead  her  couriers  forth, 
Lampus  and  Phaethon  that  furnifli  light  290 

To  all  the  earth,  and  join  them  to  the  yoke. 
Then  thus,  Ulyffes  to  Penelope. 

My  love ;  we  have  not  yet  attain'd  the  clofe 
Of  all  our  fufferings,'  but  nnmeafured  toil 
Arduous  remains,  which  I  muft  ftill  atchieve.  295 

For  fo  the  fpirit  of  the  Thehan  feer 
Inform'd  me,  on  that  day,  when  to  enquire 
Of  mine  and  of  ray  peoples'  fafe  return 
I  journey'd  dttv/a  to  Pluto's  drear  abode. 
But  let  us  hence  to  bed,  there  to  enjoy  300 

Tranquil  repofe.     My  love,  make  no  delay. 

Him  anfwer'd  then  prudent  Penelope. 
Thou  Ihalt  tq  bed  at  whatfoever  time  1 

Thy  foul  defires,  fihce  the  immortal  Gods 
Give  thee  to  me  and  to  thy  home  again.  305 

But,  thou  haft  fpoken  from  the  feer  of  Thebes 
Of  arduous  toils  yet  unperform'd ;  declare 
What  toils  >  Thou  wilt  difclofe  them,  as  I  judge. 
Hereafter,  and  why  not  difclofe  them  now  ? 

To  whoni  Ulyfles,  ever  wife,  replied.  310 

Ah  converfant  with  woe !  why  would'ft  thou  learn 
That  tale  ?  but  I  will  tell  it  thee  at  large. 


Thou 
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Thou  wilt  not  hear  with  joy,  nor  fliall  myfelf 

With  joy  rehearfe  it ;  for  he  bade  me  feek 

City  after  city,  bearing,  as  I  go,  315 

A  Ihapely  oar,  'till  I  fliall  find,  at  length, 

A  people  who  the  fea  know  not,  nor  eat 

Food  falted ;  they  trim  galley  crimfon-prow'd' 

Have  ne'er  beheld,  nor  yet  fmooth-fliaven  oar 

With  which  the  veflel  wing'd  feuds  o'er  the  wavest      340 

He  gave  me  alfo  this  authentic,  fign. 

Which  I  will  tell  thee.     In  what  place  foe'er 

I  chance  to  meet  a  travler  who  fliall  name 

The  oar  on  my  broad  ihoulder  borne,  a  *  van ; 

He  bade  me,  planting  it  on  that  fame  fpot,  315 

Worfliip  the  King  of  Ocean  with  a  bull, 

A  ram,  and  a  lafcivious  boar,  then  feek 

My  home  again,  and  facrifice  at  home 

An  hecatomb  to  the  immortal  Gods 

Inhabitants  of  the  expanfe  above.  330 

So  fliall  I  die,  at  length,  the  gentleft  death 

Remote  from  Ocean ;  it  fliall  find  me  late. 

In  foft  ferenity  of  age,  the  Chief 

Of  a  bleft  people. — Thus  he  prophefied. 

Him  anfwer'd  then  Penelope  difcrete.  33 j 

If  heav'n  appoint  thee  in  old  age  a  lot 
More  tranquil,  hope  thence  fprings  of  thy  efcape 
Some  future  day  from  all  thy  threaten'd  woes.. 

*  See  the  note  on  the  fame  pallage,  Book  XI. 
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Such  was  their  mutual  conPveace  fweet ;  meantime 
Eurynome  and  Euryclea  drefs*d  *  340 

Their  bed  by  light  of  the  clear  torch,  and  when 
Cifpatchful  they  had  fpread  it  broad  and  deep, 
The  antient  nurfe  to  her  own  bed  retired.  ' 

Then  came  Eurynome,  to  whom  in  truft 
The  chambers  appertain'd,  and  with  a  torch  345 

Condnfted  them  to  reft ;  (he  introduced 
The  happy  pair,  and  went ;  tranfjxjrted  they 
To  rites  connubial  intermitted  k»ig, 
And  now  recovei'd,  gave  themftlves  again  ». 
,  Meantime,  tlie  Prince,  the  herdfman,  and  the  good      350 
Eumaeus,  giving  reft  each  to  his  feet> 
Ceafed  from  the  dance ;  they  made  the  women  ceafe 
Alfo,  and  to  their  fev'ral  chambers  all 
Within  the  twilight  edifice  repair'd. 

At  length,  with  conjugal  endearment  both  355 

Satiate,  Ulyffes  tailed  and  his  fpoufe 
The  fweets  of  mutual  converfe.     She  rehearfed, 
Nobleft  of  women,  all  her  num'rous  woes 
Beneath  that  roof  fuftain'd,  while  Ihe  beheld 
The  profligacy  of  the  fuitor-throng,  360 

Who  in  their  wooing  had  confumed  his  herds 

•  Ariftophanes  the  grammarian  and  Ariflarchns  chofe  that  the  OiySey.lbouU  end 
here ;  but  the  ftory  is  not  properly  concluded  'till  the  tumult  occaiioned  by  the 
flaughter  of  fo  many  Princes  being  compofed,  Ulyffes  finds  himfclf  once  more  in 
peaceable  poffeffion  of  his  country. 

And 
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And  fatted  flockS)  and  drawn  bis  velTels  dry  ; 

While  brave  Ulyffes,  in  bis  turn,  to  ber 

Related  bis  fuccefies  and  efcapes. 

And  his  affli£lions  alfo ;  be  told  her  all ;  365 

She  liften*d'  cbarm'd,  nor  flutnber.  On  bis  eyes 

Fell  once,  or  ere  he  bad  rehearfed  the  whole. 

Beginning,  he  dilcourled,  how  at  the  firll 

He  conquerM  in  Giconia,  and  thence  reached 

The  fruitful  ftiores  of  the  Lotopbagi ;  370 

The  Cyclops'  deeds  hp  told  ber  next,  and  bow 

He  well  avenged  on  him  his  flaugbter'd  friends 

Whom,  pitilefs,  the  monfter  had  devour'd. 

How  to  the  ifle  of  iEolus  he  came. 

Who  welcom'd  him  and  fafe  difinifs'd  him  thence,       375 

Although  not  deftin'd  to  regain  fo  foon 

His  native  land ;  for  o'er  the  fifhy  deep 

Loud  tempefts  fnatch'd  him  fighing  back  again. 

How,  alfo  at  Telepylus  be  arrived. 

Town  of  the  Lseftrygonians,  who  deftroyed  389. 

Mis  Ihips  with  all  their  mariners^  bis  own 

Except,  who  in  bis  fable  bark  efcaped. 

Of  guileful  Circe  too  he  fpake,  deep-fkill'd 

In  various  artifice,  and  how  he  reach'd 

With  fails  and  oars  the  fqualid  realms  of  death,  385 

Deiirous  to  confult  the  propbec  there 

Tbeban  Tiiefias,  and  how  there  be  view'd 

All  his  companions,  and  the  mother  tdand 
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Who  bare  him,  nourilher  of  his  infant  years. 

How,  next  he  heard  the  Sirens  in  one  ftrain'  390 

All  chiming  fweet,  and  how  he  reach'd  the  rocks 

Erratic,  Scylla  and  Charybdis  dire. 

Which  none  fecure  from  injury  may  pafs. 

Then,  how  the  partners  of  his  voyage  flew 

The  Sun's  own  beeves,  and  how  the  Thund'rer  Jove     395 

Hurl'd  down  his  fmoky  bolts  into  his  bark. 

Depriving  him  at  once  of  all  his  crew, 

Whofe  dreadful  fate  he  yet,  himfelf,  efcaped. 

How  to  Ogygia's  ifle  he  came,  where  dwelt 

The  nymph  Calypfo,  who,  enamour'd,  wifliM  400 

To  efpoufe  him,  and  within  her  fpacious  grot; 

Detain'd,  and  fed,  and  promisVJ  him  a  life 

Exempt  for  ever  from  the  fap  of  age. 

But  him  moved  not.     How,  alfo,  he  arrived 

After  much  toil,  on  the  Phieadan  coaft,  ^4.65 

Where  ev'ry  heart  revered  him  as  a  God, 

And  whence,  enriching  him  with  brafs  and  gold. 

And  coftly  raiment  firft,  they  fent  him  home. 

At  this  laft  word,  oblivious  flumber  fweet 

Fell  on  him,  dillipating  all  his  cares.  4.10 

Meantime,  Minerva,  Ooddefs  azure-eyed. 
On  other  thoughts  intent,  foon  as  fee  deem'd 
UlyiTes  with  connubial  joys  fufficed. 
And  with  fweet  deep,  at  once  from  Ocean  rous'd 
The  golden-axled  chariot  of  the  mom  •  415 

To 
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To  illumine  earth.     Thea  from  his  fleecy  couch 

The  Hero  fprang,  and  thus  his  fpoufe  enjoined, 

"    Oh  confort  dear !  already  we  have  ftriv'n 

Againft  our  lot^'till  wearied  with  the  toil. 

My  painful  abfence,  thou,  with  ceafelefs  tears  420 

Deploring,  and  myfelf  in  deep  diftrefs 

Withheld  reludtant  from  my  native  Ihores 

By  Joye  and  by  the  other  pow'rs  of  heav*n. 

But  (ince  we  have  in  this  delightful  hed 

Met  once  again,  watch  thou  and  k.eep  fecure  425 

All  my  domeftic  treafures,  and  ere  long 

I  will  replace  my  num'rous  (heep  deftroy*d 

By  thofe  imperious  fuitors,  and  the  Greeks 

Shall  add  yet  others  'till  my  folds  be  fiU'd. 

But  to  the  woodlands  go  I  now — to  fee  430 

My  noble  father,  who  for  my  fake  mourns 

Continual ;  as  for  thee,  my  love,  although 

I  know  thee  wife,  I  give  thee  thus  in  charge. 

The  fun  no  fooner  (hall  afcend,  than  fame 

Shall  wide  divulge  the  deed  that  I  have  done,  435 

Slaying  the  fuitors  under  my  own  roof. 

Thou,  therefore,  with  thy  maidens  fit  retired 

In  thy  own  chamber  at  the  palace-top. 

Nor  queition  alk,  nor,  curious,  look  abroad. 

He  faid,  and  cov'ring  with  his  radiant  arms  440 

His  fliouiders,  called  Telemachus ;  he  roufed 
Eumaeus  and  the  herdfman  too,  and  bade 

All 
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All  take  their  martial  weapons  in  their  hands. 

Not  difobedient  they,  as  he  enjoin'd. 

Put  armour  on,  and  ifTued  firom  the  gates  445 

Ulyffes  at  their  head.     The  earth  was  now 

Enlighten'd,  but  Minerva  them  in  hafte 

Led  forth  into  the  fields,  unleen  by  ail. 
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Mercury  conducts  the  fouls  of  the  fuitors  down  to  Ades.  Ulylles 
difcovers  himfelf  to  Laertes,  and  quells,  by  the  aid  of  Minerva,  aa 
infurredlion  of  the  people  refenting  the  death  of  the  fuitors. 
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AND  now  Cyllenian  Hermes  fummon'd  forth 
The  fpirits  of  the  fuitors ;  waving  wide 
•  The  golden  wand  of  pow'r  to  feal  all  eyes 
In  llumberf  and  to  ope  them  wide  again* 
He  drove  them  *  gibb'ring  down  into  the  fhades. 
As  when  the  bats  within  fome  hallow'd  cave 
Flit  fqueaking  all  around,  for  if  but  one 
Fall  from  the  rock,  the  reft  all  follow  him. 
In  fuch  connexion  mutual  they  adhere. 
So,  after  bounteous  Mercury,  the  ghofts 
Troop'd  downward  *  gibb'ring  all  the  dreary  way. 


*  Tpi'^Kffac^-riTfiyuiaJr 
-  the  ghofts 


Did  fqueak  and  gibber  in  the  Roman  ftreets.  SuAur. 
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The  Ocean's  flood  and  the  Leucadian  rock. 

The  Sun's  gate  alfo  and  the  land  of  Dreams 

They  pafs'd,  whence,  next,  into  the  meads  they  came 

Of  Afphodel,  'by  Ihadowy  forms  poflefs'd,  ij 

Simulars  of  the  dead.     They  found  the  fouls 

Of  brave  Pelides  there,  and  of  his  friend 

Patroclus,  of  Antilochus  i^enown'd. 

And  of  the  mightier  Ajax,  for -his  form 

And  bulk  (Achilles  fble  except)  of  all  "  ao 

The  fons  of  the  Achaians  raoft  admired. 

Thefe  waited  on  Achilles.     Then,  appear'd 

The  mournful  ghoft  of  Agamemnon,  fon 

Of  Atreus,  compafs'd  by  the  ghbfts  of  all 

Who  Ihared  his  fate  beneath  JEgifthus'  roof,  *5 

And  him  the  ghollr  of  Peleus'  fon  befpake. 

Atrides !  of  all  Heroes  we  efteem'd 
Thee  deareft  to  the  Gods,  for  that  thy  fway 
Extended  over  fuch  a  glorious  hoft 
At  Ilium,  fcene  of  forrow  to  the  Greeks.  30 

But  Fate,  whofe  rnthleft  force  none  may  efcape 
Of  all  who  breathe,  purfued  thee  from  the  firli. 
Thou  ftiould'ft  have  perilh'd  full  of  honour,  full 
Of  royalty,  at  Troy ;  foi  all  the  Greeks 
Had  rais'd  thy  toraib,  aiid  thou  hadft  then  bequeathed     35 
Great  glory  to  thy  fonj  but  Fate  ordain'd 
A  death,  oh  how  deplorable !  for  thee. 

To  whom  Atrides*  fpirit  thus,  replied. 
Meft  fon  of  Peleuv  femblance  of  the  Gods, 

At 
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At  Ilium,  far  from  Argos,  faU'n!  for  vrtiom  4» 

Contending,  many  a  Trojan,  many  a  Chief 

Of  Greece  died  alio,  while  in  eddies  whelm'd 

Of  duft  thy  *  vaftnefs  fpread  the  plain,  nor  thee 

The  chariot  aught  or  fteed  could  int'reft  more ! 

All  day  we  waged  the  battle,  nor  at  laft  4J 

Defifted,  but  for  tempefts  fent  from  Jove. 

At  length,  we  bore  into  the  Greecian  fleet 

Thy  body  from  the  field ;  there,  firft,  we  cteanftd 

With  tepid  baths  and  oil'd  thy  Ihapely  corfe. 

Then  placed  thee  on  thy  bier,  while  many  a  Greek       jo 

Around  thee  wept,  and  Ihore  his  locks  for  thee. 

Thy  mother,  alfo,  hearing  of  thy  death, 

With  her  immortal  iiymphs  from  the  abyfs 

Arofe  and  came;  terrible  was  the  Ibund 

On  the  .fait  flood ;  a  panic  feized  the  Greeks,  55 

And  ev'ry  warrior  had^retumM  on  board  - 

That  moment,  had  not  Neftor,  antieht  CUef, 

Illumed  by  long  experience,  interpofed ; 

His  counfels,  ever  wifeft,  wifeft  proved 

Then  alfo,  and  he  thus  addrefs'd  the  hoft.  60 

Sons  of  Achaia,  fly  not ;  ftay,  ye  Greeks ! 
Thetis  arrives  with  her  immortal  nymphs 
From  the  abyfs,  to  vifit  her  dead  fon. 

So  he ;  and,  by  his  admonition  ftay'd. 
The  Greeks  fled  not.     Then,  all  around  thee  flood       65 

•  Bebemotli,  biggcft  born  of  earth,  ^ 

Upbeaf 'd  hi,  vaftnefs.  *  MlLtoH. 

4  A  The 
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The  daughters  of  the  Antient  of  the  De^ 

MoBming  difconfolate ;  with  heav'niy  robes 

They  clothed  thy  corfe>  and  all  the  Mufes  nine 

Deplored  thee  in  full  choir  with  fweeteft  tones 

Relponfive,  nor  one  Greecian  hadft  thou  feen  70 

Dry-eyed,  fuch  grief  the  Mufes  moved  in  all. 

Full  feVnteen  days, we,  day  and  night,  deplored 

Thy  death,  both  Gods  in  keav'n  and  men  below. 

But,  on  the  eighteenth  d^y^  we  gave  thy  corfe 

Its  burning,  and  fat  fheep  around  thee  ilevr  7  j 

Num'rous,  with  many  a  paftur'd  ox  moon-hom'd. 

We  bum'd  thee  clothed  in  vefture  Joif  the  Gods, 

With  honey  and  with  oil  feeding  the  flames 

Abundant,  while  Achaia's.  Heroes  arm'd. 

Both  horfe  and  foot,  encompalfing  thy  pile,  io 

Clafli'd  on  their  fhields,  and  dearning  was  the  din. 

But  when  the  fires  of  Vukan  had  at  length 

Confumed  thee,  at  the  dawn  we  ftored  thy  bones 

In  unguent  and  in  undiluted  wine ; 

For  Thetis  gave  to  us  ai  gcttdeh  vafe  85 

Twin-ear'd,  whiph  (he  profefs'd  to  ha*e  received 

From  Bacchus,  work  divine  qf  rVulcan's  hand. 

Within  that  vafe,  AehiUej,  treafured  lie 

Thine  and  the  bones  of  thy  departed  fiiend 

Patroclus,  but  a  fep'rate  urn.  we  gave;   -  .      ■.  90 

To  thofe  of  brave  AntUpchus,  who  moft 

Of  all  thy  friends  at  Ilium  Ihared  thy  love 

And  thy  refpeft,  thy  friend  Patroclus  fliuo.   . 

.'  Arouivd 
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Around  both  unaswdpBed  a' ifoWe  tomb, 

(We  warriors  of  the  faored  Argive  hoft)      ■  j'j 

On  a  tall  promontory  fliooHhg  far 

Into  the  fpacigusHfellefpoiit,  that  ^        '■ 

Who  live,  and  who  ftiali  yet  be- born,i  itiay  vie*  ■       - 

Thy  record,  even  from  the  diftSnt  waveS.     '  ! 

Then,  by  permiffion  from  the  Gods  obtain'd,  looi 

To  the  Achaian  Chiefs  in  circus  met  ■ 

Th«is  appointed  games.    fbaVebeheld 

The  burial  rites  of  many  an  Hero  bold. 

When,  on  the  death  of  fome  great  Chief,  the  youths 

Girding  thdr  loins  anticipaes  the  prizfe,  105 

But  fight  of  thoTe  with  wonder  fill'dime  mofti 

So  glorious  pad  all  others  wete  the  games 

By  filver-footed  Thetis  giv'n  for  thee. 

For  thou  waft  ever  favout'd  of  the  Qods, 

Thus,  haft  thou  nntj  Achillea i  although  dead,  i to 

Foregone  thy  glot-y,  but  thy  fair  report 

Is  univerfal  among  all  mankind ; 

But,  as  for  me,  what  reoompenfe  had  I, 

My  warfare  dofed .'  for  whdm,  at  my  return, 

Jove  framed  fuch  dire  deftruftion  by  the  hands  115 

Of  fell  .ffigifthus  and  my  murth'tefs  wife. 

Thus,  mutual,  they  conferr'd ;  me&nlime  approach'd. 
Swift  meffenger  of  heav*!!,  the  Argicide, 
Condufling  thither  all  the  ihades  of  thoFe 
Slain  by  Ulyffes.     At  that  fight  amazed  no 

Both  moved  toward  themi     AgMnemnon's  fbade 

4  A  2  Knew 
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Knew  well  Amphimedoni- for:he  had  beea  I 
Erewhile  his  father's  gueft  in  Ithaca, 
And  thus  the  fpirit  of  Atreus*"  fijn  hegan. 

Amphimedon  !  by  what  difaflrous  chance,  125 

Cooevals  as  ye  feem,  and  oi,  an  air.  ,1.      . 

Diftinguilh'd  ail,  de&and  ysto  the  Deeps  j  '        . 

For  not  the  chofen  youths,  of  a  whole  town 
Should  form  a  nobler  band.     Petiih'd  ye  funk 
Amid  vaft  billows  tand  rudft  tempf fit  tailed  130 

By  Neptune's  pow'r?  or  !Oii  doylsnd  through  force 
Of  heilile  multitudes,  while  cutting  off 
Beeves  from  the  herd,  or  driving  flocks  away! 
Or  fighting  for  younoky  and  your  .wives  ft'^-     ■    .     i   ,  ;i  .■ 
Refolveme;  I  leaa.enceia  guefl  of  yoocsi  "  '133 

Remember'ft  not  what  time  at  yonr  ahode 
With  godlike  Meoelaus  1  arrived. 
That  we  might  win  Ulyfles  with  his  fleet 
To  follow  us  to  Troy  f  Icarce  we  prevail'd 
At  laft  to  gain  the  city-wafter  Chief,  14a 

And,  after  all,  confunied  a  whole  month'  more 
The  wide  fea  traverfing  from  fide  to  fide. 

To  whom  the  fpirit  of  Amphimedon. . 
Illuftrious  Agamemnon,  King  of  men  ! 
All  this  I  bear  in  mind,  and  will  rehearfe.  i^  j 

The  manner  of  our  mod  di6fl:ronsead._  • 
Believing  brave  Ulyfles  loft,  we  woo'd- 
Meantime  his  wife ;  .flie  our  detefted  ftnt 
Would  neither  ratify  nor  yet  refijfei    !  . 

.  But, 
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But,  planning  for  ns  a  tremendous  death,  150 

This  novel  firatagem,  at  laft,  devifed.     ' 
Beginning,  in  her  own  reoefs,  a  web  > 

Of  llend'reft  thread,  and  of  a  length  and  breadth  1 

Unnfual,  thus  the  fuitors  Ihe  addi^Vl.        :  ^   " 

Princes,  my  fuitors!  fince  the  noble  Chief '  155; 

Ulyffes  is  no  more,  enforce  not  yet 
My  nuptials ;  wait  till  Ifliall  fiailh  firft 
A  fun'ral  robe  (left  aU  my  threads  decay)  1 

Which  for  the  anticilt  Mesoltpiepan,    : 
Laertes,  looking  for  the  mouroful  hour  i6cO 

When  fate  thall  fiiatch  hiok  to  eternal  tcA ; 
Elfe,  I  the  cenfura dread^of . all  my  fex,-  i:  .'j 

Should  he,  fo  wealthy,  want  at- laftafliroud^i  ■  P. 

So  fpake  the  Queen ;  we,  unfnfpicious  all. 
With  her  requeil  complied.     Thericefotth,  aU  day       165 
She  wove  the  amiieiwebj  andbyJtheaid 
Of  torches  raveUy  it  again  at  night. 
Three  years  ftie  riius  by  ^tifice  our  fuit 
Eluded  fafe,  taut  when  the  fourth  arrived^ 
And  the  &me  feafon,  after  many  moons  17  Q 

And  fleeting  days>  letum'd,  a  damfel  then 
Of  her  attendants,  confcious  of  the  fraud, 
Reveal'd  it,  and  we  found  her  pulling  loofe 
The  fplendid  web.     Thus,  through  conftraint,  at  tength, 
She  finifh'd  it,  and  in  her  own  defpight.  175, 

But  when  the  Queen  produced,  at  length,,  her  work 
Fioifli'd,  new-blanch'd^  bright  as  the  fun  or  moon^. 

Then 
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Then  came  Ulyffes,  by  fome  adverfe  God 
Conduced,  to  a  cottage  on  th£  verge 
Of  his  own  fields,  in  which  his  fwine-herd  dwells ;      tSo 
There  alfo  the  illuflrious  Hero's  fon 
Arrived  foon  after,  in  his  6ble  bark  ■  i 

From  fandy  Pylus  borne ;  they,  platting  both 
A  dreadful  death  for  all  the  fuitots,  fought 
Our  glorious  city,  bat  Ulyfles.Iaftj  .  •185. 

And  firft  Telemachus.     The  fathercame  '  " 

C6ridu£led  by  his  fwine-herd,  and  attired 
Id  tatters  foul ;  a  mendicant  he  feem'di 
Time-wom,  and  halted  on  a  ftaff.     So  cla4 
And  entring  on  the  fudden,  he  efcaped  ■  i^lj- 

All  knowledge  even  of  our  ddeft  there. 
And  we  reviled  and  fniote  him ;  he,  although 
Beneath  hiis  own  roof  fmitten  and  repinach'd, 
With  patience  fuffer'd' it  awhile,  but  rouzed 
By  inipiration  of  Jove  aegis-arm*d  '95 

At  length,  in  concert  with  his  fon  convey'd 
To  his  own  chamber  his  refplendent  arms. 
There  lodg'd  them  fafe,  and  bart'd  the  mafly  doors; 
Then,  in  his  fubtlety  he  bade  the  Queen 
A  conteft  inftitute  with  bow  and  rings  a  00 

Between  the  haplefs  fuitors,  whence  enfued 
Slaughter  to  all.     No  fuitor  there  had  pow'r 
To  overcome  the  ftnbbom  bow  that  mock'd 
All  our  attempts ;  and  when  the  weapon  huge 
At  lengtti  was.ofifer'd  to  Ulyfles' hands,  205 

With 
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With  clamour'd  menaces  we  bade  the  fvraln 

Withhold  it  from  him)  plead  he  as  he  might ; 

Telemachus  alone,  with  loud  command, 

Bade  give  it  him,  and  the  illufbious  Chief 

Receiving  in  his  hand  the  bow,  with  eafe  aio 

Bent  it,  and  fped  a  (haft  through  all  the  rings. 

Then,  Ipringing  to  the  portal  fteps,  he  pour'd 

The  arrows  forth,  peer'd  terrible  around. 

Pierced  King  Antinoiis,  and,  aiming  fure 

His  deadly  darts,  pierced  others  after  him,  215 

Till  in  one  common  carnage  heap'd  we  lay. 

Some  God,  as  plain  appeat'd^  vouchfafed  them  aid, 

$uch  ardour  urged  them,  and  with  fuch  difpatch 

They  flew  us  on  all  fides ;  hideous  were"  heard 

The  groans  of  dying  men  fell'd  to  the  earth  226 

With  head-ftrokes  rude,  and  the  floor  fwam  with  blood. 

Such,  royal  Agamemnon  I  was  the  fate 

By  which  we  periih'd,  all  whofe  bodies  lie 

Unburied  ftill,  and  in  Ulyfles'  houfe, 

For  tidings  none  have  yet  our  friends  alarm'd  12s 

And  kindred,  who  might  cleanfe  from  faUe  gore: 

Our  clotted  wounds,  and  mourn  us  9n  the  bier,. 

Which  are  the  rightful  privilege  of  the  dead. 

Him  anfwer'd,  then,  die  fliade  of  Atreiis'  font. 
Oh  happy  offspring  of  Laertes !  flirewd  230 

Ulyfles !  matchlefs  valour  thou  haft  fliewn- 
Recov'ring  thus  thy  wife ;  nor  lefs  appears 
The  virtue  of  Icarius'  daughter  wile> 

The 
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The  chafte  Penelope,  lb  faithful  found 

To  her  Ulyffes,  hulband  of  her  youth.  235 

His  glory,  by  fuperior  merit  earn*d. 

Shall  never  die,  and  the  immortal  Gods 

Shall  make  Penelope  a  theme  of  fong 

Delightful  in  the  ears  of  all  mankind. 

Not  fuch  was  Glytemneftra,  daughter  vile  S40 

Of  Tyndarus ;  Ihe  Ihed  her  hulband's  blood. 

And  (hall  be  chronicled  in  fong  a  wife 

Of  hateful  memory,  by  whofe  o&nce 

Even  the  virtuous  of  her  fex  are  Ihamed. 

Thus  they,  beneath  the  vaulted  roof  obfcure  145 

Of  Pluto's  houfe,  conferring  mutual  ftood. 

Meantime,  defcending  from  the  city-gates, 
Ulyfles,  by  his  fon  and  by  his  fwains 
FoUow'd,  arrived  at  the  delightful  farm 
Which  old  Laertes  had  with  ftrenuous  toil  250 

Himfelf  long  fince  acquired.     There  ftood  his  houfe 
Encompafs'd  by  a  bow'r  in  which  the  hinds 
Who  ferved  and  pleafed  him,  ate,  and  fat,  and  flept. 
An  antient  woman,  a  Sicilian,  dwelt 
There  alfo,  who  in  that  fequefter'd  fpot  255 

Attended  diligent  her  aged  Lord. 
Then  thus  Ulyfles  to  his  followers  fpake. 

Hade  now,  and,  entring,  flay  ye  of  the  fwine 
The  beft  for  our  regale ;  myfelf,  the  while, 
Will  prove  my  father,  if  his  eye  hath  ftill  a6o 

Difcemment  of  me,  or  if  abfence  long 

Have 
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Have  worn  the  knowledge  of  me  from  his  mind. 

He  faid,  and  gave  into  his  fervant*s  care 
His  arms  j.  they  fwift  proceeded  to  the  houfe. 
And  to  the  fruitful  grove  himfelf  as  fwift  165 

To  prove  his  father.     Down  he  went  at  once 
Into  the  fpacious  garden-plot,  but  found 
Nor  Dolius  there,  nor  any  of  his  fons 
Or  fervants ;  they  were  occupied  elfewhere. 
And,  with  the  antient  hind  himfelf,  employ'd  170 

Collecting  thorns  with  which  to  fence  the  grove. 
In  that  umbrageous  fpot  he  found  aione 
Laertes,  with  his  hoe  clearing  a  plant ; 
Sordid  his  tunic  was,  with  many  a  patch 
Mended  imfeemly ;  leathern  were  his  greaves,  175 

Thong-tied  and  alfo  patch'd,  a  frail  defence 
Againft  fliarp  thorns,  while  gloves  fecured  his  handi 
From  briar-points,  and  on  his  head  he  bore 
A  goat-flcifl  cafque,  nourilhing  hopelefs  woe. 
No  fooner  then  the  Hero  toil-inured  280 

Saw  him  age-worn  and  wretched,  than  he  paufed 
Beneath  a  lofty  pear-tree's  fhade  to  weep. 
There  ftanding  much  he  mufed,  whether,  at  once, 
Kifling  and  dafping  in  his  arms  his  fire. 
To  tell  him  all,  by  what  means  he  had  reach'd  285 

His  native  country,  or  to  prove  him  firfL 
At  length,  he  chofe  as  his  bed  txrarfe,  with  words 
Of  feeming  ftrangenefs  to  accoft  his  ear,   . 
And,  with  that  purpofe,  moved  diredl  toward  him. 

4  B  He, 
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He,  ftooping  low,  loofen'd  the  earth  around  190 

A  garden-plant,  when  his  illuftrions  fon 
Now,  ftanding  clofe  befide  him,  thus  began. 

Old  fir  !  thou  art  no  novice  in  thefe  toils 
Of  culture,  but  thy  garden  thrives ;  I  mark 
In  all  thy  ground  no  plant,  fig,  olive,  vine,  295 

Pear-tree  or  flow'r-bed  fuffring  through  neglefl. 
But  let  it  not  offend  thee  if  I  fay 
That  thou  negleft'ft  thyfelf,  at  the  fame  time 
Opprefs'd  with  age,  fan-parch'd,  and  ill-attired. 
Not  for  thy  inaiSivityi  methinks,  300 

Thy  matter  flights  thee  thus,  nor  fpeaks  thy  fbrni 
Or  thy  furpafling  ftature  fervile  aught 
In  thee,  but  thou  referableft  more  a  King. 
Yes— thou  refemUeft  one  who,  bathed  and  fed. 
Should  foftly  fleep;  fuch  is  the  claim  of  age.  305 

But  tell  me  true — for  whom  laboureft  thou. 
And  whofe  this  garden  I  anfwer  me  befide. 
For  I  would  learn ;  have  I  indeed  arrived 
In  Ithaca,  as  one  whom  here  I  met 
Ev'n  now  affured  me,  but  who  lecm'd  a  man  310 

Not  overwife,  refufing  both  to  hear 
My  queftions,  and  to  anfwer  when  I  afk'd 
Concerning  one  in  other  days  my  gueft 
And  friend,  if  he  have  ftill  his  being  here, 
Or  have  deceas'd  and  joumey'd  to  the  fhades.  3 1 S 

For  I  will  tell  thee ;  therefore  mark.     Long  fince 
A  ftranger  reach'd  my  houfe  in  my  own  land, 

Whom 
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Whom  I  with  hofpitality  receiv'd. 

Nor  ever  fojourn'd  foreigner  with  me 

Whom  I  lov'd  more.     He  was  by  birth,  he  fiH,         31a 

Ithacan,  and  Laertes  claim'd  his  fire. 

Son  of  Arcefias.     Introducing  him 

Beneath  my  roof,  I  entertain'd  him  well, 

And  prtjred  by  gifts  his  welcome  at  my  board. 

1  gave  him  feven  talents  of  wrought  gold,  345 

A  goblet,  argent  all,  with  flow'rs  embofs'd. 

Twelve  fingle  cloaks,  twelve  carpels,  mantles  twelve 

Of  brighteft  luftre,  with  as  many  vefts, 

And  added  four  fair  damfels,  whom  he  chofe 

Ilimfelf,  well  bora  and  well  accompliih'd  aU,  339 

Then  thus  his  antient  fire  weeping  replied. 
Stranger !  thou  haft  in  truth  attained  the  ifle 
Of  thy  enquiry,  but  it  is  poflefs'd 
By  a  rude  race,  and  lawlefi.     Vain,  alas  i 
Were  all  thy  num'rous  gifts;  yet  hadft  thoo  found      335 
Him  living  here  in  Ithaca,  with  gifts 
Reciprocated  he  had  feat  thee  hence. 
Requiting  honourably  in  his  turn 
Thy  hofpitality.     But  give  me  quick 
Anfwer,  and  true.    How  many  have  been  the  years     340 
Since  thy  reception  of  that  haplefs  goeft 
My  fon  ?  for  mine,  my  own  dear  fon  was  he. 
But  him,  far  diftaat  both  from  friends  and  home. 
Either  the  fifiies  of  the  unknown  Deep 
Have  eaten,  or  wild  beafts  and  fowls  of  prey,  343 
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Nor  I,  or  fee  who  bare  bim,  was  ordain'd 

To  bathe  his  fhrouded  body  with  our  tears. 

Nor  his  chaBe  wife,  well-dowVd  Penelope 

To  clofe  her  huft>and's  eyes,  and  to  deplore 

His  doom,  which  is  the  privilege  of  the  dead.  350 

But  tell  me  alfo  thou,  for  1  would  learn. 

Who  art  thou  1  whence  >  where  born  ?  and  fprung  fiom 

whom  ? 
The  bark  in  which  thou  and  thy  godlike  friends' 
Arrived,  where  is  (he  anchor'd  on  our  coaft  ? 
Or  cam'ft  thou  only  paffenger  on  board  355 

Another's  bark,  who  landed  thee  and  went  ? 

To  whom  Ulyfles,  ever  wife,  replied. 
I  will  with  all  fimplicity  relate 
What  thou  haft  alk'd.     Of  Alybas  am  I, 
Where  in  much  ftate  I  dwell,  fon  of  the  rich  360 

Apheidas  royal  Polypemon's  fon. 
And  I  am  named  Eperitus ;  by  ftbrms ' 
Driven  from  Sicily  I  have  arrived, 
And  yonder,  on  the  margen  of  the  field 
That  Ikirts  your  city,  I  have  moor'd  my  bark.  365 

Five  years  have  pafs'd  fince  thy  UlyiTes  left, 
Unhappy  Chief !  my  country ;  yet  the  hinls 
At  his  departure  hoi»rr'd  on  the  right, 
And  in  that  iign  rejoicing,  I  difmifs'd 
Him  thence  rejoicing  alfo,  for  we  hoped  370 

To  mix  in  focial  intercourfe  again. 
And  to  exchange  once  more  pledges  of  love. 

He 
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He  fpake ;  then  forrow  as  a  fable  cloud 
Involved  Laertes ;  gach'rihg  with  both  hands 
The  duft,  he  poufd  it  on  his  rev'rend  head  375 

With  many  a  piteous  groati.     UlylTes'  heart 
Commotion  felt,  and  his  fixetcb'd  noitnls  throbb'd 
With  agony  dofe-pent,  while  fixt  he  eyed 
His  father ;  >vith  a  fuddea  force  he  fprang 
Toward  him,  clafp'd,  and  kifs'd  hira>  and  exclaim'd.     380 

My  father!  I  am  he;     Thou  feeft  thy  foa 
Abfent  thefe  twenty  years  at  laft  return'd. 
But  bid  thy  forrow  ceafe ;  fnfpend  henceforth 
All  lamentation ;  for  I  tell  thee  true,    . 
(And  the  occafion  bids  me  briefly  tell  thee)  385 

I  have  flain  all  the  fuitors  at  my  home, 
And  all  their  taunts  and  injuries  avenged. 

Then  anfwer  thus  Laertes  quick  return'd. 
If  thou  haft  come  again,  and  art  indeed 
My  fon  Ulyffes,  give  me  then  the  proof  jgo 

Indubitable,  that  I  may  believe. 

To  whom  Ulyfles,  ever  wife,  replied. 
View,  firft,  the  fear  which  with  his  iv'ry  tu& 
A  wild  boar  gave  me,  when,  at  thy  command 
And  at  my  mother's,  to  Autolycus  395 

Her  father,  on  Parnaffus,  I  repair'd 
Seeking  the  gifts  which,  while  a  gueft  of  yours. 
He  promis'd  lliould  be  mine;     Accept  belide 
This  proof.     I  will  enum'rate  all  the  trees 
Which,  walking  with  thee  in^  diis  cultured  fpot,       .    400 
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(Boy  then)  I  begg'd,  and  thou  confinn'dft  my  own. 

We  paced  between  them,  and  then  mad'ft  me  learn 

The  name  of  each.     Thou  gav'ft  me  thirteen  »  pears, 

Ten  *  apples,  thirty  «  figs,  and  fifty  ranks 

Didft  promife  me  of  vines,  their  alleys  all  405 

Com-cropp'd  between.     There,  oft  as  fent  from  Jove 

The  influences  of  the  year  defcend. 

Grapes. of  all  hues  and  flavotirs  cluft'ring  bang.' 

He  faid ;  Laertes,  confcious  of  the  proofs 
Indubitable  by  Ulyfles  giv'n,  410 

With  fault*ring  knees  and  fai^t*ring  heart  both  arms 
Around  him  threw.     The  Hera  toil-inured 
Drew  to  his  bofom  clofe  his  fainting  fire, 
Who,  breath  recov'ring,  and  his  fcatter'd  pow'rs 
Of  intellect,  at  length  thus  Ipake  aloud.  415 

Ye  Gods  !  oh  then  your  refidence  is  ftill 
On  the  Olympian  heights,  if  puniihment 
At  lalt  hath  Jeized  on  thofe  flagitious  men. 
But  terrour  ihakes  me,  left,  incenied,  ere  long 
All  Ithaca  flock  hither,  atid  dilpatch  420 

Swift  meflengers  with  thefe  dread  tidings  charged 
To  ev'ry  Cephallenian  ftate  around. 

Him  anfwer*d  then  Ulyfles  ever-wife. 
Courage !  fear  nought,  but  let  us  to  the  houfe 
Befide  the  garden,  whither  I  have  fent  425 

Telemachus,  the  herdfman,  and  the  good 

•  The  fruit  is  here  ufed  for  the  tree  that  bore  it»  as  it  is  in  the  Gr,eek ;  the  Latiiu 
nfedthe  lame  mede  of  expreffion,  neither  is  it  tincommon  in  our  own  language. 
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Eumaeus  to  prepare  us  quick  repaft. 

So  they  conferr'd,  and  to  Laertes'  houfe 
Pafs'd  on  together ;  there  arrived,  they  found 
Thofe  three  preparing  now  their  plenteous  feaft. 
And  mingling  fable  wine ;  then,  by  the  hands 
Of  his  Sicilian  matron,  the  old  King 
Was  bathed,  anointed,  and  attired  afrelh. 
And  Pallas,  drawing  nigh,  dilated  more 
His  limbs,  and  gave  his  whole  raajeftic  form 
Encreafe  of  amplitude.     He  left  the  bath. 
His  fon,  amazed  as  he  had  feen  a  God 
Alighted  newly  from  the  Ikies,  exclaim'd. 

My  father !  doubtlefs  fome  immortal  Pow'r 
Hath  clothed  thy  form  with  dignity  divine. 

Then  thus  replied  his  venerable  fire. 
Jove !  Pallas !  phoebus !  oh  that  I  poffefs'd 
Such  vigour  now,  as  when  ill  arms  I  took 
Nericus,  continental  city  fair. 
With  my  brave  Cephallenians !  oh  that  fuch 
And  arm'd  as  then,  I  yefterday  had  flood 
Befide  thee  in  thy  palace,  combating 
Thofe  fuitors  proud,  then  had  I  ftrew'd  the  floor 
With  numtous  flain,  to  thy  exceeding  joy. 

Such  was  their  conference ;  and  now,  the  talk 
Of  preparation  ended,  and  the  feafl 
Set  forth,  on  couches  and  on  thrones  they  fat, 
And,  ranged  in  order  due,  took  each  his  fliare. 
Then,  antient  Dqlius,  and  with,  him,  his  fons 
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Arrived  toU-worn,  by  the  Sicilian  dame  455 

Summon'd,  their  cat'refs,  and  their  father's  kind 

Attendant  ever  in  his  eve  of  life. 

They,  feeing  and  recalling  foon  to  mind 

Ulyffes,  in  the  middle  manfion'  ftood 

Wond'ring,  when  thus  Ulyfles  with  a  Voice  460 

Of  fome  reproof,  but  gentle,  them  befpake. 

Old  fervant,  lit  and  eat,  banilhing  fear 
And  mute  amazement ;  for,  although  provoked  • 
By  appetite,  we  have  long  time  ab{lain*d, 
Expefting  ev'ry  moment  thy  return.  465 

He  faid  ;  then  Dolius  with  expanded  arms' 
Sprang  right  toward  Ulyffes,  feized  his  hand, 
Kifs'd  it,  and  in  wing'd  accents  thus  replied. 

Oh  matter  ever  dear  !  -fince  thee  the  Gods 
Themfelves,  in  anfwer  to  our  warmdefiresi  *  470. 

Have,  unexpeiftedly,  at  length  reftored,  '  ' 

Hail,  and  be  happy,  and  heav'n  thake  thee  fuch ! 
But  fay,  and  truly;  knows  the  prudent  Queen 
Already  thy  return,  or  fliall  we  fend 
Ourfelves  an  herald  with  the  joyful  news ;  475 

To  whom  Ulyffes,  ever  wife,  repKed, 
My  antient  friend,  thou  may'ft  releafe  thy  mind'  ■ 
From  that  faHdtudie ;  ihe  knows  it  well.  .1 

So  he;  then  Dolius  to  Jiis  gloffy  feat  I  ' 

Return'd,  and  all  his  fons  gath'ring  around  480 

Ulyffes,  welcomVl  him  and  grafpU  his  hand. 
Then  fat  beCde  their  father ;  thus  beneath 
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Laertes'  ropf  they,  joyful,  took  repaft. 

But  Fame  with  rapid  hafle  the  city  roam'd 
In  evYy  part,  promulging  in  all  ears  485 

The  fuitors  horrid  fate.  No  fooner  heard 
The  multitude  that  tale,  than  one  and  all 
Groaning  they  met  and  murmuring  before 
Ulyffes'  gates.  Bringing  the  bodies  forth. 
They  buried  each  his  ftiend,  but  gave  the  dead  490 

Of  other  cities  to  be  ferried  home 
By  fiihermen  on  board  their  rapid  barks. 
All  hailed  then  to  council ;  forrow  wrung 
Their  hearts,  and,  the  affembly  now  convened, 
Arifing  firft  Eupithes  fpake,  for  grief  49  s 

Sat  heavy  on  his  Ibul,  grief  for  the  lofs  , 
Of  his  Antinous  by  Ulyffes  flain 
Foremoft  flf  all,  whom  mourning,  thus  he  faid. 

My  friends  J  no  trivial  fruits  the  Greecians  reap 
Of  this  man's  doings,     fhofe  he  took  with  hira  500 

On  board  his  barks,  a  num'rous  train  and  bold, 
Then  loft  his  barks,  loft  all  his  num'rous  train. 
And  tbefe,  our  nobleft,  flew  at  his  return. 
Come  therefore — ere  he  yet  efcape  by  flight 
To  Pylus  or  to  noble  His,  realm  J05 

Of  the  Epeans,  follow  him;  elfe  fliame 
Attends  us  and  indelible  reproach. 
If  we  avenge  not  on  thefe  men  the  blood 
Of  our  own  fons  and  brothers,  farewell  then 
All  that  makes  life  dcfirable ;  my  wilh  510 
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Henceforth  Ihall  be  to  mingle  with  the  (hades. 
Oh  then  purfae  and  fdze  them  ere  they  &y. 

Thus  he  with  tears,  and  pity  moved  in  all. 
Then,  Medon  and  the  iaaed  bard  whom  fleep 
Had  lately  left,  arriving  from  the  hoofe  5*5 

Of  Laertiades,  approach'd ;  amid 
The  throng  they  flood ;  all  wonder'd  feeing  them. 
And  Medon,  prudent  fenior,  thus  began. 

Hear  me,  my  countrymen !  Ulyfles  plann'd 
With  no  difapprobation  of  the  Gods  jio 

The  deed  that  ye  deplore.     I  faw,  myfelf, 
A  Pow'r  immortal  at  the  Hero's  fide. 
In  femblance  juft  of  Mentor ;  now  the  God, 
In  front  apparent,  led  him  on,  and  now. 
From  fide  to  lide  of  all  the  palace,  urged  5x5 

To  flight  the  fuitors ;  heaps  on  heaps  they  fell. 

He  faid ;  then  terrour  wan  feized  ev'ry  cheek. 
And  Halitherfes,  Hero  old,  the  fon 
Of  Maftor,  who  alone  among  them  all 
Knew  paft  and  future,  prudent,  thus  began.  530 

Now,  O  ye  men  of  Ithaca !  my  words 
Attentive  hear !  by  your  own  fault,  my  friends. 
This  deed  hath  been  perform'd ;  for  when  myfelf 
And  noble  Mentor  counfell'd  you  to  check 
The  fin  and  folly  of  your  fons,  ye  would  not.  535 

Great  was  their  wickednefs,  and  flagrant  wrong 
They  wrought,  the  wealth  devouring  and  the  wife 
Dilhonouring  of  an  illuftrious  Chief 
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Whom  they  deem'd  deftined  never  to  return. 

But  hear  my  counfel.     Go  not,  left  ye  draw  546 

Difafter  down  and  woe  on  your  own  heads. 

He  ended ;  then  with  boift'rous  roar  (although 
Part  kept  their  feats)  upfpraug  the  multitude. 
For  Halitherfes  pleafed  ihem  not,  they  chofe 
Eupithes  counfel  rather ;  all  at  once  54^ 

To  arras  they  flew,  and  clad  in  dazzling  brafs. 
Before  the  city  form'd  their  denfe  array. 
Leader  infatuate,  at  their  head  appear'd 
Eupithes,  hoping  to  avenge  his  fon 
Antinoihs,  but  was  himfelf  ordain'd  550 

To  meet  his  doom,  and  to  return  no  more. 
Then  thus  Minerva  to  Saturnian  Jove. 

Oh  father !  fon  of  Saturn !  Jove  fupreme ! 
Declare  the  purpofe  hidden  in  thy  breaft. 
Wilt  thou  that  this  hoftility  proceed,  jjj 

Or  wilt  thou  grant  them  amity  again  ? 

To  whom  the  cloud-afifembler  God  replied. 
Why  aflcs  my  daughter  ?  didft  thou  not  defign 
Thyfelf,  that  brave  Ulyfles  coming  home 
Should  flay  thofe  profligates  ?  afl  as  thou  wilt,  j^^ 

But  thus  I  counfel.     Siace  the  noble  Chief 
Hath  flain  the  fuitors,  now  let  peace  enfue 
Oath-bound,  and  reign  Ulyfles  evermore ! 
The  flaughter  of  their  brethren  and  their  fons 
To  ftrike  from  their  remembrance,  fliall  be  ours.         j6  j 
Let  mutual  amity,  as  at  the  firft, 
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Unite  them,  and  let  wealth  and  peace  abound. 

So  faying,  be  animated  to  Ker  talk 
Minerva  prompt  before,  and  from  the  heights 
Olympian  down  to  Ithaca  fhe  flew.  570 

Meantime  Ulyfles  (for  their  hunger  now 
And  thirft  were  fated)  thus  addrefi'd  his  binds. 

Look  ye  abroad,  left  haply  they  approach. 
He  faid,  and  at  his  word,  forth  went  a  fon 
Of  Dolins ;  at  the  gate  he  flood,  and  thence  57-5 

Beholding  all  that  multitude  at  hanc^ 
In  accents  wingM  thus  to  Ulylfes  fpake. 

They  come — they  are  already  arriTed— arm  aB ! 
Then,  all  arifing,  put  their  armour  on, 
Ulyffes  with  his  three,  and  the  fix  foa»  jJin 

Of  Dolius ;  OoUns  alio  with  fte  reft  ■ 
Arm'd  and  Laertes,  although  filver-hair'd. 
Warriors  perforce.     When  all  were  dad  alike 
In  radiant  15-mour,  throwing  tride  the  gates 
They  faHied,  and  Ulyfles  led  the  way.  jgj 

Then  Jove's  own  daughter  Pallas,  in  the  fornv 
And  with  the  voice  of  Mentor,  came  in  view. 
Whom  feeing  Laertiades  rejoiced. 
And  thus  Telemachus,  his  fon,  befpake. 

Now,  oh  my  fon  !  thou  ftialt  obferve,  tmtoW  ^ga 

By  me,  where  fight  the  braveft.     Oh  Ihame  not 
Thine  anceftry,  who  have  in  all  the  earth 
Proof  giv'n.  of  valour  in  all  ages  paft. 
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To  whom  Telemachust  difcrete,  replied. 
My  father !  if  thou  wifli  that  fpeaacle,  595 

Thou  ihalt  behold  thy  fon,  as  thou  haft  faid. 
In  nought  dilhonourtng  bis  noble  race. 

Then  was  Laerte*  joyful,  «nd  exdaim'd, 
What  fun  hath  ris'n  to  day  * !  oh  bleflid  Gods ! 
My  fon  and  grandfon  emulous  difpute  600 

The  prize  of  glory,  and  my  foul  exults. 

He  ended,  and  Minerva,  drawing  nigh 
To  the  old  King,  thus  counfell'd  him.     Oh  fiieai 
Whom  mod  I  love,  fon  of  Arcefias !  pray'r 
Preferring  to  the  virgin  azure-eyed,  605 

And  to  her  father  Jove,  delay  not,  ftiake 
Thy  lance  in  air,  and  give  it  inftant  flight. 

So  faying,  the  Goddefs  nerved  his  arm  anew. 
He  fought  in  pray'r  the  daughter  dread  of  Jove, 
And,  brandiihing  it,  hurl'd  his  lance  j  it  ftruck,  610 

Eupithes,  pierced  his  helmet  brazen-cheek'd  * 
That  ftay'd  it  not,  but  forth  it  fprang  beyond^ 
And^with  loud  clangor  of  his  arms  he  felL 
Then  flew  Ulyffes  and  his  noble  fon 

With  faulchion  and  with  fpear  of  double  edgs  61 5  i 

To  the  affault,  and  of  them  all  had  left  I 

None  living;  none  had  to  his  hom^'retumVl", 
But  that  Jove*s  virgin  daughter  with  a  voice 
Of  loud  authority  thus  quell'd  them  alU 

•  Ti't  nv  /*ei  ^/*iV»)  Wi  i — So  Cicero,  who  fecms  to  tranflate  ir— Proh  cfii  inunor.  I 

tales !  Quia  bk  illuxit  dies .'   _  See  Clarke  in  loco. 
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Peace,  O  ye  men  of  Ithaca!  while  yet  6io 

The  field  remains  undeluged  with  your  blood. 

So  flie,  and  fear  at  once  paled  ev'ry  cheek. 
All  trembled  at  the  voice  divine;  their  arms 
Efcaping  from  the  grafp  fell  to  the  earth. 
And,  covetous  of  longer  life,  each  fled  625 

Back  to  the  city.     Then  Ulyffes  fent 
His  voice  abroad,  and  with  an  eagle's  force 
Sprang  on  the  people ;  but  Satumian  Jove 
Call  down,  incontinent,  his  fmouldring  bolt 
At  Pallas'  feet,  and  thus  the  Goddefs  fpake.  630 

Laertes*  noble  fon,  for  wiles  renown'd ! 
Forbear ;  abftain  from  flaughter;  left  thyfelf 
Incur  the  anger  of  high-thund'ring  Jove. 

So  Pallas,  whom  Ulyfles,  glad,  obey'd. 
Then  faithful  covenants  of  peace  between  635 

Both  fides  enfued,  ratified  in  the  fight 
Of  Pallas  pogeny  of  Jove,  who  feem'd, 
In  voice  and  form,  the  Mentor  known  to  all. 
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OP       T   H   I 


FRO  G  s    A'  N  ;d    mice; 


DE  S  C  E  N  D  all  Helicon  into  my  breaft !   .    . 
Oil  ev'ry  virgin  oi  the  tuneful  choir. 
Breathe  on  my  fong  which  I  have  newly  traced 
In  tables  open'd  on  my  knees,  a  fong 
Of  bloodied  note— terrible  deeds  of  Mars 
Well  worthy  of  the  ears  of  all  mankind, 
Whom  I  defire  to  teach,  how,  erft,  the  Mice 
Aflail'd  the  Frogs,  mimicking  in  exploit 
The  prowefs  of  the  giant  race  earth-born. 
The  rumour  once  was  frequent  in  the  mouths 
Of  mortal  men,  and  thus  the  flrife  began. 

A  thirfty  Moufe  (tbirfty  with  fear  and  flight 
From  a  caVs  claws)  fought  out  jhe  neareft  lake, 
where,  dipping  in  the  flood  his  downy  chin, 
He  drank  delighted.     Him  the  frog  far-famed  i  j 

"  Limnocharis  efpied,  and  thus  he  ipake. 


■  •  Tlie  boirty  of  the  lake.  . 
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Who  art  thou,  ftranger?  Whence  haft  thou>arriv^ 
On  this  our  border,  and  yiitp  gave  thee  tarth .' 
Beware  thou  trefpais  jiot  againft  the  truth ; 
Lye  not  r  for  fliould  I  find  thy  merit  fuch  lo 

As  claims  my  loVe!,  I  will  conduct  thee  hence 
To  my  abode,  where  gifts  thou  flialt  receive 
Lib'ral  and  large,  with  hofpitable  fare. 
I  am  the  Kiqg  *  phyfignathns,  reverf d 
By  the  inhabitants  of  all  this  pool,  25 

Chief  of  the  frogs  for  ever.     Me,  long  fince, 
i  Peleus  begat,  embracing  on  the  banks 
Of  the  Eridanus  my  mother  fair, 
%  Hydromedufa.     Nor  thee  lefs  than  King 
Or  leader  bold  in  fight  thy  form  proclaims,  30 

Stout  as  it  is,  and  beajitiful. — Difpatch —      ' 
Speak,  therefore,  and  declare  thy  pedigre?. 

He  ceas'd,  to  whom  ||  Pfycharpax  thus  replied. 
lUuftrious  fir !  wherefore  haft  thou  enquired 
My  derivation,  known  to  all,  alike  35 

To  Gods  and  men,  and  to  the  fowls  of  heav'u  ? 
I  am  Pfycharpax,  and  the  dauntlefs  Chief 
5  Troxartes  is  (py  fire,  whofe  beauteous  fpoufe 
Daughter  of  **  Pternotroiles  brought  me  forth, 
++  Lichomyle  by  name.     A  cave  of  earth  40 

Mj  cradle  vvas,  and,  in  my  youngling  ftate, 

*  The  pwiter.  f  Of  or  belonging  to  mud.  t  Ooverne6  of  the 

-waters.  |  The  ciumb-catcher.  $  The  bread-eater.  **  The 

bacMt-eatcr.  i^  Tbe  Ikkcr  cf  nuU.^onc». 
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My  mother  nourifh'd  ift*  ^-irti  aiftilMilX,  figs,       >       '     '^- 

And  delicacies  of  xlhoufaad  hames.  .•':■■:'. 

But  diverfe  as  our  natures  'kvc,  in  nought 

Similar,  how,  alas  !  can  we*  he  friends'  ?       '  '  45 

The  flocKls-afe  thine  atode,  while  I  partake 

With  man  his  fuilenance.     The  balket,  ftored 

With  wheaten  loaves  thrice  kneaded,  Tcapes  not  me, 

Nor  wafer  broad,'  enrich'd  with'bidboy  fweets,  ' 

Nor  ham  hi  liioes  fpread,  rior  liver  wtapt  ■  '     ja 

In  tunic  filver-white,  nor  curds  exprefs'd 

From  fweeteft  milk,  nor,  fweeter  ftill,  the  fuH 

HoneycVjIrvb,  doveted  by  Kings  thfetftiavesj 

Nor  aught  by  ikilfiii  cook  inTCnted  yet 

Of  fauce  or  feas'nirtg  foi- delight  of  nlan.  55 

I  am  brave  »lfo,  and  flirinlt  not  at  found 

of  glorious  war,  but  rufhing  to  the  van; 

Mix  with  the  foremoft  combatants.     No  fear 

Of  man  himfelf  ihakes  me,  vaft  as  he  is. 

But  to  his  bed  I  fteal,  and  make  me  fport  60 

fribbling  his  fingers'  end,  or  with  ftiarp  tooth 

Fretting  his  heel  fo  neatly  that  he  fleeps 

Profound  the  while,  uftconfcious  of  the  bite. 

Two  things,  of  all  that  are,  appall  me  moii, 

The  owl  and  cat.     Thefe  caufe  me  many  a  pang.         6; 

As  does  the  hollow  gin  infidious,  feir  '  • 

In  promifes,  but  in  performance  foul, 

Engine  of  death !  yet  moft  of  all  I  dread 

Cats,  nimble  moufers,  who  can  dart  a  paw 
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After  tne,  enter  at  what- cbiqk  tmay,  .....  7* 

But  to  return — your  diet,  psaOef,  kail. 

Beet,  radifli,  gourd,  (for,  as  I  underftand. 

Ye  eat  no  other)  are  not  te  my  tafte.  ■ 

Him  then  with  fmiles  anfwer'd  Phyfignathus. 
Stranger !  thou  vaunteft  much  thy  dainty  tare,  75 

But,  both  on  (hore  and  in  the-  lake,  we  hoaft 
Our  dainties  alfo,  and  fuch  fights  as  much 
^yould  move  thy  wonder;  for  by  gift  from  Jove 
We  leap  as  well  as  fwim,  can  range  the  land 
For  food,  or,  diving,  leek  it  in  tlie  D^ep»  80 

Would'ft  thou  the  proof?  'tis^  eafy— raouot  ipy  back — 
There  cling  as  for  thy  life,,  and  thou  fliahfliare    ■ 
With  rapture  the  delights  of  my  abode. 

He  faid,  and  gave  his  hack.     Upfprang  tlw  moule 
Lightly,  and  with  his  aruM  enfolded  faft  .  85 

The  Frog's  foft  neck.     Pleas-'d  was  he,  at  the  firft. 
With  view  of  many  a  creek  and  bay,  nor  lef& 
Wifh  his  fmooth  fwijniuing  on.whofe  back  he  rode. 
But  when,  at  length,  the  clear  wave  dalb'd  his  fides. 
Then,  fill'd  with  penitential  forrows  vain  90 

He  wept,  pluck'd  off  his  hair,  and  gath'ring  clofe 
His  hinder  feety  furvey'd  with  trembling  heart 
Tbp  novel  fight,  and  wifli'd  for  land  again.        .     ' 
Groans  foliow'd  next,  extorted  groans,  throv^h  ftrefs  • 

Of  fliiv'ring  fear,  and,  with  extended  tail  95 

Drawn  like  a  long,  oar  after  him,  he  pray'd- 
For  land  again  KbWj:  while,  he  pray'd^  again.;  ^     , 
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The  dear  wave  dalh'd  him.     Much  he  fliriefc'd,  and  much 
He  clamonr'd,  and,  at. length,  thus,  foirowiag,  £ud. 

Oh  defp'rate  navigation  ftrange  !  not  thus  loo 

Europa  floated  to,. the  ihores  of  Crete 
On  the  broad  back  of  her  enamout'd  bull. 

And  now,  dread  fpeiftade  to  both,  behold 
An  Hydra  !  on  the  laltq  with  creft  eredl 
He  rode,  and  riglit  toward  them.     At  that  fight  105 

Down  went  Phy(ignathus,  heedlefs,  alas ! 
Through  fear,  how  great  a  Prince  he  Hiould  deftroy. 
Himfelf,  at  bottom  of  thepool  efcaped 
The  dreadful  deatl);  but,,  at  his  firft  defcent 
Diflodg'd,Pfycharpax  feu  into  tlje  floods  no 

There,  ftretch'd  iupine,.he  clenoh'd  his  hands,  he.  (hrielt'd. 
Plunged  oft,  and,  lafjjicg  qut  Jjis.heels  afar. 
Oft  rofe  again,  but  no  deliv'rance  found.  , 
At  length,  opprefe'd  by  his  drench'd  coat,  and  loon 
To  fink  for  ever,  thus  he  propheded.  115 

Thou  haft  releas'd  thy  flioulders,  at  my  coft, 
PhyCgnathus !..  ui)fceling  as  the  rock. 
But  not  unnoticed  by,  the  Gods  above- 
Ah  worft  of  tfaytors !  on  dry  Irod,  I  ween. 
Thou  hadft  not  foil^pi^oWhether  in  therace.  120 

Or  wreftlingrQiateh,  or  at  .whatever  game. 
Thou  haft  by  fraud- prevajl'd^  cafting  me  off 
Into  the  waters;,  but  an  eye  divine 
Sees  all.     Nor  hope  thoutoefcape  the.hoft 
Of  Mice,  who  Ihall,  ere  long,  avenge  the  deed;.  125. 
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So  faying,  he  fank  and  died,  vjrhoiiij'  whilS  te  fit- 
Repofing  on  the  lake's  foft  verge,  the  Moufe  '    ', 

»  Lichopinax  obferved ;  aloud  he  waPdj 
And  flew  with  thoff  fad  tidings  to  his  friitlds> 
Grief,  at  the  found,  immeafurable  feized  13d'* 

On  all,  and,  by  command,  at  dawn  of  day 
The  heralds  call'd  a  council  at  the  houft 
Of  brave  Troxartes,  father'  of  the  Prince 
Now  loft,  a  carcafe  now,  nor  nigh  to  land 
Welt'ring,  but  diftant  in  the  middle  pool;  ■  13  j 

The  multitude  in  hafte  convened,  upfofe  '     ^ 

Troxartes  for  his  fon  incenfed,  and  faid. 

Ah  friends !  although  my  dam^e  from  tbt  Frogs 
Suilain'd  be  greateft,  yet  is  yours  not  fmatl. 
Three  children  I  have  loft,  wrettb  that  I  -am,  ■140 

All  fons.     A  mercilefs  and  htangry  cat 
Finding  mine  eldell  fon  abroad,  fiirprized 
And  flew  him.     Lured  into  a  wooden  fnare, 
(New  machination  of  unfeeling  man   • 
For  flaughter  of  our  race,  and  nam^  a  trap)  145 

My  fecond  died.     And  now,  as  ye  have  heard. 
My  third,  his  mothers'  and  my  darling,  hiiri 
Phyfignathus  hath  drowh'd  in  yoii  abyfs. 
Hafte  therefore,  and  in  gallant  armour  bright 
Attired,  march  forth,  ye  Mice,  now  feek  the  foe.         150 

So  faying,  he  roufed  them  to  the  fight,  and  Mars 
Attendant  arm'd  them.     Splitting,  firft,  the  (idds 

•  The  dilh-liclcer. 
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Of  beans  wWch  they  had  fever'd  from  the  ftalk 

With  haftjr  tooth  by  night,  they  made, them  greaves. 

Their  corflets  were  of  platted  Araw,  well  lined  i  j  j 

With  fpoils  of  ao  excoriated  cat. 

The  lamp  contributed  its  centml  tin, 

A  Ihield  for  each,     The  glitt'ring  needle  l»ng 

Arm'd  ev'ry  gripe  with  a  terrific  fpear, 

And  auburn  Ihells  pf  nuts  their  brows  inclofed.  i6o 

Thus  amt'd  the  Mice  advaaoad,  of  whofe  approach 
The  Frogs  apprized,  emerging  from  the  lake, 
AU  throng'd  to  counol,  ^nd  confid'ring  fat 
The  fudden  tumult  ^nd  its  caufe.     Then  came. 
Sceptre  in  hand,  an  heiold.     Sp^  was  he  165 

Of  the  renown'd  *  Tyrtjglyphus,  and  call'd 
+  ^mbaiichytru*.     Chwgjed  hp  came  tq  announce 
The  horrors  of  approaching  war,  and  faid— 

Ye  Ftogs !  the  boft  of  Mi(»  fend  you  by  me- 
Menaces  and  defiance,     Arm,  they  fay,  170 

For  furious  fight ;  for  they  have  feen  the  Prince 
Pfycharpax  welt'ring  on  the  waves,  and  drown'd 
By  King  Phyfignathus.     Ye  then,  the  Chiefs 
And  leaders  of  the  hoft  of  Frogs,  put  on 
Your  armour,  and  draw  forth  your  bands  to  battle !      175 

He  faid,  and  went.     Then  were  the  noble  Frogs 
Troubled  at  that  bold  raeflage,  and  while  all 
Mum)ur'd  againft  Phyfignathus,  the  King 
Himfelf  aiifiog,  thus  denied  the  charge- 

*  A  cheefe-rafp^r.  '  f  The  explorer  or  pots  and  pipkins, 
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'     ■     •  '"■'  •  '-'  .  .        '.  -  .    '■    ■■!:.  ■■ 

My  friends !'  I  neither  drown'd  the  Moufe,  not'^yi^    ,* , 

His  drowning.    liWiibtlefs,  irSl?  he  ftrove in  fport' ...i  i*jj  i.r, 

To  imitate  the  fwimming  af  the  fr»gs>  .-.•'". 

He  fank  and  died^;    Thus,  bIameisnoneium.fi.;    ':,;:    ;'.-.     , 

And  thefe  iryurions  fland'rtrs  do  me  wTon§,    ,-  .  •  ^  ,  '.-•■■  '"'/"'f 

Confult  we,  tBerefore,  how  we  may  deftrofy  • .    183 

The  fubtle  Mice,  which  thus  we  wUf.perftjrJW     ','•  .  .' 

ArmM  and  adornM  for  battle,  we  will. Wi4^*'  -'-''{..'    'i 

Their  cpmiog  where  our  «paftiis«8oA  sA^pti     •»<•     '*•  . 

Then,  foon  as  they  (hall  ru(h  to-the  affaulf,     .      -  ..:.-^:, 

Seizing  them  by  the  hdmet,  as  they  conK^  J-g*   ''. 

We  will  precipitate  them,  arms -and  all. 

Into  the  lake  ;  unikilful-as  they  aft' 

To  fwim,  their  -fuffocatioii  there  is  fure,"  *  ■   .  '         - 

And  we  will  brtild  a  troi>liy  to  record 

The  great  Monfe-maiTacre  for  evermore,       -■'  *  tgg 

So  faying,  he  gave  commandment,  and  all  arm'<f. 
Wjth  leaves  of  mallows  each  his  legs  incafed,  • 
Guarded  his  Ixjfom  with  a  corflet  cut  .  '^ 

From  the  green  beet,  with  foliage  tough  of  kail 
Fafhion'd  his  ample  buckler,  with  a  rulh   ,  ;      »oo 

Keen-tipt,  of  length  tremendous,  fiird  hi«  gripe. 
And  on  his  brows  fet  faft  a  cockle-lheli.  1, 

Then,  on  the  fummit  of  the  loftieft  bank 
Drawn  into  phalanx  firm  they,  ftood,  all  (li'ook  '    ' 

Their  quiv'ring  fpears,  and  wrath  fwell'd  ev'ry  bneall, 

Jove  faw  them,  and  aflerabling  all  the  Gcds  ao^- 

To  council  in  the  (kies,  behold,  be  faid,         ' .      , 

Yon 
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.   Ton  num'rous  hofts,  magnanimous,  robuft, 
.     And  rough  with  fpears,  hol^  Uke  the  giant  race 

They  move,  or  like  the  Centajrs !  fmiling,  next,         210. 

:  Hqaik'fl,  of  an_the  Gods,  who  favour'd  moft 
trKa'^iee,  juid  who  the  Frogs  %  but,  at  the  laft, 
Turnins  toward  Minerva,  thus  he  fpake. 

T-hftl  a  thee  J  -  go's  thou  not 

To.  aid  tl  nates  of  thine,  215 

WIjO  Jo  iVry  fleams 

SaciMcal,  and  day  by  da^  refrefti'd  •  ' 

'*  With  dainties  there,  dance  on  thy  facred  floor  ? 
So  fpake  the  God,  and  Pallas  thus  replied. 
My  fathe*!  fnjfer  as  thSy  may,  the  Mice  220 

Shall  have  no  aid  from  mer-wfaotn  mudi  they  wrong, 
JIarring  my  wreaths,  and  plund'ring  of  their  oil 
'  My  lamps.— But  this,  of  all  their  impious  deeds, 
Oftnds  me  moft,  that' they  have  eaten  holes 
Itf  my  beft  mantle,  which  with  curious  art  2x5 

Divine  I  wove,  light,  eafy,  deEcare; 
And  now,  the  artificer  whom  I  employ'd 
To  mend  it,  dameuring  demands  a  price 
Exorbitant,  which  moves  me  much'  to  wrath. 
For  I  obtain'd  on  truft  thofe  coiftly  threads,  230 

And  have  not  wherewithal  to  pay  th'  arrear, 
NorJove  I  more'  the  Fhjgs,  or  pnrpofe  more 
To  ftKcour  even  them,  fince  they  not  lefs. 
Dolts  as  they  arej  and  deftitute  of  thought, 
H^  incommoded  me.    For  when,  of  late,  235 
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Returning  from  »  fight  weary  and  fant 

I  needed  reft,  and  would  have  flept,  no  lleep 

Found  I,  th'fe  ceafelefi  croakers  of  the  lake 

Noify,  perverfe,  forbidding  me  a  wink. 

Sleeplefs,  and  with  an  aching  head  I  lay  a4a 

Therefore,  until  the  crowing  of  the  cock. 

By  my  advice,  then,  O  ye  Gods,  move  not 

Nor  interfere,  favouring  either  fide. 

Left  ye  be  wounded ;  for  both  hofts  alike 

Are  valiant,  nor  would  fcruple  to  aflail  345 

Even  oiuielves.     Suffice  it,  therefore,  hence 

To  view  the  battle,  fafe,  and  at  our  eafe. 

She  ceas'd,  and  all  complied.     Meantime,  the  hofts 
Drew  nearer,  and  in  tcoat  of  each  was  feen 
An  herald,  gonfalon  in  band ;  huge  gnats  350 

Through  clarious  of  unwieldy  length  fang  forth 
The  dreadful  note  of  onfet  fierce,  and  Jove 
Doubled  the  fignal,  thund'ring  from  above. 

Firft,  with  his  fpear  •  rtypCboas  ai&il'd 
t  Lichenor.     Deep  into  his  body  rulh'd  t$$ 

The  point,  and  jaerced  his  liver.     Ptone  he  fel^ 
And  all  his  glofiy  down  with  duft  defiled. 
TTien,  J  Troglodytes  hurl'd  his  maOy  Sptar  ' 
At  II  Pelion,  whidi  be  planted  in  bis  cheft. 
Down  dropp'd  the  Fiog,  n^gfat  wbelm'd  him,  and  he  died. 

•  The  loud-croaker.  f  One  addiaed  to  Ikkii^.  %  A 

\  OSspring  of  Ac  miid. 
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*  Seutlsus,  throt^  hh  heart  piercing  lum>  flew  .      26 1' 

Embafichytrus.     i  PolyphODUs  fell, 

Pierced  through  his  belly  by  the  fpear  of  bolA 

X  Artophagus,  and  proae  in  duft  expired. 

Inceiifed  at  Hght  of  Polyphonys  flain,  (6£ 

Limnocharis  at  Troglodytes  ca& 

A  mill-ftone  weight  of  rock ;  full  on  the  neck 

He  batter'd  him,  and  darknefs  veil'd  his  eyes. 

At  him  Ltchenor  hurl'd  a  glitt'ring  lance, 

Nor  err'd,  but  pierced  his  liver.    Trembling  fled         170 

II  Crambophagus  at  that  dread  fight,  and  plunged 

Over  the  preci]nce  into  the  lake. 

Yet  even  there  foond  refuge  none,  for  brxre 

Lichenor  following,  fmote  him  even  there. 

So  fell  Crambophagus,  and  from  that  fall  275. 

Never  arofe,  but  redd'iiing  with  his  blood 

The  wave,  and  wallowing  in  the  firings  and  {lime 

Of  his  own  vitals,  near  the  bank  expired. 

$  Limnilius  on  the  grafly  ihore  ftruck  down 

**  Tyroglyphus ;  but  at  the  view  alone  sSe 

Of  terrible  ++  Ptemoglyphns  appall'd. 

Fled  ^  Calaminthins,  caft  away  his  Ihield 

Afar,  and  headlong  plunged  into  the  lake. 

§§  Hydrocharis  with  a  vaft  ftone  aflail'd 

The  King  ^  Ptemophagus ;  the  rugged  mafi  a8£ 

•  A  feedw  on  b<«.  t  Th<  adff.  t  The  iiai-eua.  |  The 

C3bba^.cat«r.  ^Oltlwlalu.  ^  The  chfde-lcnpcr.  t'f'Tfaff 

bam-fcraper.  U  5o  called  from  tke  herb  calamint.  ^i  OmnAmtt 

delight  is  in  the  water.  44  The  bacon-etter. 

4  £  a  Delcending 
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Descending. oil  bis  poll,  crulh'ck'it;  the  brain. ' 
Ooz'd  through Aiis  noftrils  drop  by  drop,  and  all'       - 

The  bank  atpond  was  fpacter^  with  his  blood.    i 

L'ichopinax  with  bis  long  fpear  tranfpierMd 

*  Bqrborocoites ;  darkoefs  veiPd  his  eyes.  490 

+  Prailbphagus  with  vengeful  notice  mark*d 

I  CnifTodioiStes ;  feizing  with  one  hand    , 

His  foot,  and  with  the  other  hand  his  n6ckf    ■  i.  -  ■    . 

He  plunged,  and  held  him  plunged^  'till,  drown'd,>h£  died. 

Bfycharpax  ftanding  boldly  in  defence  •  4.95 

Of  his  flain  feUoyCTwariiors,  urged  his  fpear 

Right  through  II  Pelufius;  at;  his  feet  he  iai,  . 

And,  dying,  mingled  with  the  Frogs  below. 

Refentful  of  his.deaitb,  the  mighty  Frog  ,1 

^^dobates  an  haiidful  caft  of  mud  r  3Cte 

Full  at  Pfycharpix;' all  .his  ample  front .  .  ■■-, 

He  fmear'd,  and  left  Jiim  fcarce  a  ghmpfe  cJ  day. 

Pfycharpax,  at  the  foul  dilhonour,  fiill 

Exafp'rate  more,  upheaving:  from  the  ground 

A  rock  that  had  incumbei'd  long,  the  bank,  305 

Hurl'd  it  againft  Pelobates ;  below 

The  knees  he  fmMe.  him,  ihiver'd  his  right  leg 

In  pieces^  and  outftr6tchM  him  in  the  dull. 

But  him  **  Craugafides, '  who  flood'to  gtiard 

The  fallen  Chief,. affail'd;  with;  his  long  lance  310 

•■  The  fleeper  in  the  ihud.  f  The  garliceater.  J  The  fav'rjr- 

fteam-hunter.  |  The  mudtt^.  §  The  mud-walker.  ••The 

He 
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Heprick'd  Pfycharpax  at«hd'Watft';-tfhfifhc/le      ■      ' 

Keen-pointed  Tnlh  tranfpietcedJJts'beDy)  iiid  alf  '' 

His  bowels  following  the' rKfaSed  tiAoiti"  '  '" '  •'■ 

'O'erfpread  the  enfangiiift'd  herba^e^'at  hiS  fide. '         ^  • 
Soon  as  •  Sitophagus,  a  cripJM^d  Hiouft,  ■  '3*5 

That  fight  beheld,  limping,''as''beHrHfc  obnM,'   '  '  " 

He  left  the  field,  and,  to' avoid  4  fat*    '    ' 

Not  lift  tl-emendous,  dropp'd'4Ato  a  ditt!h-J  •     ' '' 

Tnoxaites  grazed  the  inffep  of  the  bbrrf    ■      ' 
Phyfignathus,  who  at  tSfe' ftiddtth'paHg    ' '  *       '       32<^ 
Startled,  at  oiiceTeiptfd&Wii&rti)  the  lake;  ■'  ■ 
+  PraffaBU9,  it  thi6  fight oi?  iiich'ii-ClMeE''-   ■  •'  ■ ' 
Floating  in  mortal  agohiis  tnragedj'  :  ..         -     ir:...  • 

Sprang  through  Ms  forernc*  frarriort,  'arid'diitmaya  ■  ■  ' 
'His  pointed  nifli,  but  teaehVl  not  through' his  Shield'  '3^5 
Troxartes,  baffled  by  the  ftiibbom  difk.'     ■"  '        '         "  ' 

There-was  a  Moiife,  ydiirig," beautiful,  and  brav^' 
Paft  all  on  earth,  foh  of  the  valiant  CfiW  ^     ''  • 
JAttepibulus.     Like  anotfier  Mars- 
He  fought,  and  || Meridirpix- was'hls  haftie,,  ' '     ''  "'s'i'a 
A  Moufe,  among  all  Mice  wittciut' a  pefetl'  '     '    '  " 

Gloryingin  his  inight  on  the'tafci'S  verges  '     '  • ' 

He  ftood,  with  other  Moufe  iTone  at  his  fide, 
And.fwore  t'eitirpatethewhbte  criakitig  nicis-..  '       '  '  '  " 
Nor  doub»ifliiny  but  he  ftoiicl  perfdrtn ' '  ;    "'      '  ""sS^ 
.His  dreadful  oath,,  fuch- was  his  force  ijiaxms^ 

•  The  cake-eater,   ^..        t  9^  who  ^atl^much^jn  jgrlici.i,--  <t  ^¥ 

who  lies  iD  wait  f«s  bra^  'L  Tbe-rctap-catchei. 
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